
Engaging your Learners with Video in the Classroom 
YouTube Best Practices and Tips

 
Introduction:  
 
YouTube is a powerful free tool that provides many opportunities for delivering engaging video lessons 

and resources for your classroom! As a faculty member at Western you have a free YouTube account that 
you can use for finding, and sharing YouTube videos for use with your students. 
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How Can I Use YouTube Videos in My Classroom? 
• Search and curate high quality educational and instructional videos for free! 

• Post and manage self-created content, and add it to your courses to provide 
easy access for your students. 

• Use videos found on YouTube to create integrated video lessons. 

• Pedagogy Examples of Using YouTube in the Classroom: 

- Create a Global connection

- Enhance comprehension of complex topics

- Provide differentiation of content 

- Trigger unique and interesting discussions

- Create reviews for exams

• Best Practices for Using YouTube in the Classroom: 

- Select short clips and use them to provide context for a topic

- Archive/manage/share your work (screencasts, course lectures, etc.) 

- Review with your students the appropriate way to use/watch an educational video

- Create YouTube Channels and/or Playlists to classify and manage all videos relevant to 

particular subjects or lessons

- Create or look for videos no longer than 10 minutes. Longer videos might cause students to 

become un-engaged. 

- Consider providing guided practice activities alongside the videos you assign students to 

watch to spark engagement and comprehension. 

- Before assigning videos to students watch them and critique them for quality and 
appropriateness. 

- Don’t search for videos to replace your lessons! Search for videos to complement your 
lessons. 

- Link to or embed video whenever possible to avoid copyright concerns. Downloading and re-

publishing or sharing YouTube content without written permission from the creator, whether 
it be through apps or websites is infringing upon copyright and should be avoided.   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I. Creating and Customizing your YouTube Channel
A YouTube channel serves as a homepage for your account. Your channel can display a short personal 
description, thumbnails of videos you’ve uploaded, members to whom you’ve subscribed, videos from 

other members you’ve picked as favorites, and etc.  Follow the instructions below to customize your 
YouTube channel. 

A. Login to YouTube with your WIU ECOM username and password. 

B. From your Profile icon  
on the right upper side of  
the window, click on Your channel.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C. When the Use YouTube as. . .  
window appears, ensure that the  
correct user information is displayed 
and review and agree to YouTubes 
Terms of Service.  Once you have  
done so, click the Create  
Channel button.  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I. Creating and Customizing your YouTube Channel, cont. 

D. The Channel Editor window will appear.  
 

E. If you would like to add a banner to your channel, click on the Add channel art button.  
Follow the on screen prompts to select an image from the gallery or upload an image  
from your computer for your channel art. 

F. To add a section of content to your channel, click the Add Section Button. Use sections  
to add organization to your channel.  As an instructor you could have sections for different concepts 
you teach, units, courses, etc.  

G. After you add your section, you will make selections from drop-down menus for Content, 
and Layout.  Once you have made those selections, click the Done button. Continue adding 
sections until you have your channel set to your linking.   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I. Creating and Customizing your YouTube Channel, cont.
H. To adjust the privacy settings for your channel, click on the Settings icon in the upper right  

corner of the window. 

 

I. When the Channel Settings window  
appears, you will be able to set privacy  
for your channel, as well as Discussion  
options.  Once you have made all of your  
settings, click the Save button.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Center for Innovation in Teaching and Research �5

1.H. 

1.I. 



II. Finding Instructional Videos
There is a high volume of quality instructional videos available on YouTube.  Two specific channels, 
providing such content that you should be aware of are YouTube EDU (http://www.youtube.com/channel/

UC3yA8nDwraeOfnYfBWun83g) and YouTube Teachers (https://www.youtube.com/user/teachers). 

YouTube EDU contains a high volume of educational content from trusted sources.  Within the channel, 

you can subscribe to content based on grade level (e.g. University/Lifelong Learner). YouTube Teachers is a 

YouTube channel created for teachers by teachers.  Many playlists for educational content have been 
reviewed and provided by teachers.  

As with any content you find on YouTube or elsewhere we recommend that you critically review it for 
quality and appropriateness. We recommend the evaluation guide located at (http://

www.schrockguide.net/uploads/3/9/2/2/392267/evalvideo.pdf) as a starting point for evaluating video 

content. 

Searching for Videos: 

A. The most basic way to 
search for a video is to  
type your search term 
or string into the YouTube 
Search field, and then press the Enter/Return Key on your keyboard or click on the 

Magnifying glass icon. 

Advanced Searches:

B. After typing your  
search term, and  
clicking the search icon,   
click on the Filter icon to 

the right of the page. 

C. The filter options will  
appear.  You have the  
ability to search by type of content (e.g. video, playlist, channel, movie, show); duration, features, and 

upload date.  Just click one time on the link/type of filter you would like to apply to the search.  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III. Subscribing to Video Channels
You can think of subscribing to a YouTube channel in much the same way that you might think of 
subscribing to your favorite magazine.  New videos posted by channels you are subscribed to will show 

up on your YouTube homepage so you will see it immediately, instead of having to search for it.  What 
types of video channels might you like to subscribe to?  If you are curious about some of the educational 

channels out there, a nice listing, entitled 197 Educational YouTube Channels You Should Know About is 

available online at (https://www.teacherswithapps.com/197-educational-youtube-channels-know/). Take a 
look at the listing to see if there would be any channels you might be interested in subscribing to. 

Login to Your Account:

In order to subscribe to content, create playlists, or add content, you must be logged in to your YouTube 

account.  Your WIU Google account provides a free YouTube account. Prior to completing the next steps, 

ensure that you are logged in to your WIU Google account.

Subscribing to a Video Channel: 

A. Navigate to a video channel  
that you would like to  
Subscribe to. (You can  
navigate to it through 
a link, or you can search  
for it in the search bar.)  
Then, click the  
Subscribe button  
in the upper right  
corner of the page.  

B. If the Guide is  
not showing on the left,  
click on the Guide (     ) menu 

icon in the upper left corner of 
your screen. It will appear on 

the left side of your screen.

C. After you subscribe to a  
channel on YouTube it will  
be listed in the menu bar  
on the left-hand side of  
your screen under 
SUBSCRIPTIONS.  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IV. Saving, Organizing and Sharing Videos with Playlists
A YouTube playlist is a group of videos, specified by the user that plays in order, one video after the other.  
When one video finishes playing, the next start automatically.  A YouTube playlist is similar to a music 

playlist in a service such as iTunes or Spotify.  You can create your own playlists of content you have 
provided or videos of other users that you find and save to your playlist.  You can also save entire 

playlists that belong to other users. Finally, you can share your own playlists that you create with others 

via a link or by embedding them on a web page or within a page in your course management system.  
This provides a great instructional resource because you can build playlists around instructional concepts, 

lessons, and units and share them with your students. To create playlists, you must be logged in to your 
YouTube account. Please login to your account before attempting to complete the following steps. 

Creating a Playlist on YouTube: 

A. Search YouTube and find a video  
you would like to add to your 
playlist. Under the video, click the  
Add to (       ) button. 

B. Click Create a new playlist. 

C. Enter a name for the new playlist. 

D. Choose your playlist’s privacy  
setting. If you choose private,  
only you can view the playlist.  
Unlisted allows those  
that you provide the link to  
access your playlist.

E. Click Create, in the  
lower right corner of the window. 
Continue the same process to  
add additional videos to your playlist. 

F. To access the playlists that you make,  
go to the Guide (left panel of your  
page), and click Library. 
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V. Creating and Sharing Playlists, cont. 

Sharing a Playlist: 
In order to share a playlist it must be set to public or unlisted in the privacy settings. Private playlists can 

not be shared.  You must be in your YouTube Studio (Beta)/Creator Studio to make changes to 

Playlist settings. 

A. To edit your playlist settings  
and share your playlist, click on  
the YouTube Studio (Beta) 
or Creator Studio button 
towards the top right of your page.  
 
 
 
 
 

B. Once you are in the Studio window,  
you will see a new list of menu items  
down the left-hand side of your screen  
where the guide is. 

C. Click the Other features option.  
Choose Playlists.
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D. You will see all of your playlists displayed, and you will notice that to the right of  
each of them there is an Edit button.  Click the Edit button.

 
 

E.  When the playlist appears in  
the editing window, click on the  
Edit button.  

Center for Innovation in Teaching and Research �10

V.D. 

V.E. 



V. Creating and Sharing Playlists, cont.

F. If you need to adjust the  
privacy settings of your  
playlist, click the  
Playlist settings 
button. 
 

G. Click on the  
Playlist Privacy 
drop-down menu  
and choose the setting 
you would like.  

H. Click on the Ordering  
drop-down menu and  
choose the setting you 
would like. 

I. Click the Save button.  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V. Creating and Sharing Playlists, cont. 

J. Click the Share icon.  

 
 

K. You will now see a link in the field below.  You can copy that link and paste it into an email, html page, 

somewhere on your course management system, etc. to direct students to the playlist. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

L. Alternatively, you can  
click the Embed link.  

M. Click the Show More button to show and set all options, then click the COPY button to 
copy the code from the field  
under the Embed Video  
heading.  You will learn to  
paste it into an HTML  
page in the next steps of  
this tutorial. 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VI. Adding Your Video to YouTube
 Within YouTube, there are two ways to add video.  You can upload a video file that has already been 
created, or you can create a live video. For the purposes of this tutorial, we will be demonstrating how 

to upload videos that you have already created in other programs. Before you can load large videos, or if 
you want to stream live video on YouTube, you must verify your account and identity.  This process can 

take up to 24 hours. Files uploaded should be those that you have created. If you put someone else’s 

video on YouTube you must have written permission to do so to avoid copyright infringement. For 
purposes of uploading the video, we recommend that you use a web optimized .MP4 file. 

Uploading a Video from your Computer: 

A.  Navigate to https://www.youtube.com/verify and follow the on-screen instructions to verify your 

YouTube account so that you can upload videos and create live video feeds. 

B. Click on the Create a video or post icon  
in the upper right-hand corner of your screen.

C. From the drop-down menu that appears,  
choose Upload Video. 

D. The upload window will appear.  
Click on the upload button in  
the center of the screen. 

E. From your computer,  
select the video file  
you want to upload.

F. The processing  
window will appear.   
Depending on the size  
of your video and your  
network connection,  
it could take several minutes 
for your video to finish 
processing. 
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VI. Adding Your Video to YouTube, cont.
Uploading a Video from your Computer, cont:

While you are waiting for processing to finish, you can set the following items within the processing 

window. 

G. Set the title.

H. Add a description.

I. Set the Privacy. 

J. Add the video to  
an existing playlist  
or create a new  
one to add it to.

K. Once the video has loaded you will see thumbnails to choose, or you can click Custom 
thumbnail to upload an image to serve as your video thumbnail. 

L. Once your video has finished processing, click the Publish button in the upper right-hand corner of 

the screen. (Note: Even if you are keeping your video unlisted, or private, you still need to press the 
Publish button.)  

VII. Editing your YouTube Video Settings
If you need to go back in and edit settings such as privacy, title, description, thumbnail and etc. follow the 
steps below. 

A. If you are at your Home page,  
Go to the Guide on the  
left side of the page. If the  
Guide is not showing on the  
left, click on the Guide (     )  
menu icon in the upper left  
corner of your screen. It will  
appear on the left side of  
your screen.

B. Click on LIBRARY.
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VII. Editing your YouTube Video Settings, cont. 

C. You will now see a Creator 
Studio button in the upper 
right corner of the screen.   
Click on the Creator 
Studio button. 

D. From the Creator 
Studio menu at  
the left, click on  
Videos. 

E. Under each video,  
you will see an  
Edit menu. Click  
on it to bring up  
the editing options. 

F. This will bring you back to the  
editor window where you can  
make changes to privacy settings,  
title, description, thumbnails and etc.   
 
Refer back to page 14 for a review  
of the settings you can change  
in this window. 
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VIII. Deleting a Video: 
A. Repeat steps V.A - V.D of the previous section.  

B. Click on the drop-down menu next 

to the Edit button on the video you 
would like to delete. Choose 

Delete.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C. When the prompt appears,  
confirm that you permanently 
want to delete the video by  
pressing the Delete button.  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IX. Deleting a Playlist:

A. From the Guide,  
on the left side of the  
window, click on the  
Playlist that you  
would like to delete.  
 
 
 
 
 

B. In the right-top hand corner of the  
selected video page, click on the more  
icon, and choose Delete playlist.  

Center for Innovation in Teaching and Research �17

 IX.A.

 IX.B.



References: 

Top 20 Ways to Use YouTube in the Classroom 
https://www.educationalappstore.com/blog/top-20-ways-to-use-youtube-in-classroom/ 

Benefits to Using YouTube in the Classroom 
https://filmora.wondershare.com/video-editing-tips/tips-for-using-youtube-in-classroom.html 

How (and why) you should use YouTube in the classroom 
https://dailygenius.com/youtube-in-the-classroom/ 

197 Educational YouTube Channels You Should Know About 
https://www.teacherswithapps.com/197-educational-youtube-channels-know/

YouTube Help Center  
https://support.google.com/youtube/?hl=en#topic= 

Center for Innovation in Teaching and Research �18

https://www.educationalappstore.com/blog/top-20-ways-to-use-youtube-in-classroom/
https://filmora.wondershare.com/video-editing-tips/tips-for-using-youtube-in-classroom.html
https://dailygenius.com/youtube-in-the-classroom/
https://www.teacherswithapps.com/197-educational-youtube-channels-know/
https://support.google.com/youtube/?hl=en#topic=

	How Can I Use YouTube Videos in My Classroom?
	Creating and Customizing your YouTube Channel
	Creating and Customizing your YouTube Channel, cont.
	Creating and Customizing your YouTube Channel, cont.
	II. Finding Instructional Videos
	III. Subscribing to Video Channels
	IV. Saving, Organizing and Sharing Videos with Playlists
	V. Creating and Sharing Playlists, cont.
	V. Creating and Sharing Playlists, cont.
	V. Creating and Sharing Playlists, cont.
	VI. Adding Your Video to YouTube
	VI. Adding Your Video to YouTube, cont.
	VII. Editing your YouTube Video Settings
	VII. Editing your YouTube Video Settings, cont.
	VIII. Deleting a Video:
	IX. Deleting a Playlist:
	References:

