
Dr. Martha Stoddard Holmes is an 
Assistant Professor and Graduate 
Program Advisor in the Department of 
Literature and Writing Studies at 
California State University in San Marcos.  
She is also a Clinical Assistant Professor 
in Preventative and Family Medicine at 
the San Diego Medical School.  She has 
been trained as a fiction writer and is a 
scholar of Victorian literature and 
culture.  Her key area of focus is in 
disability studies, which is an analysis of 
the cultural and social constructions of 
identity.  She is also the author of Fictions 
of Affliction, The Teacher’s Body:  
Embodiment, Authority, and Identity in the 
Academy, and Embodied Rhetorics:  
Disability in Language and Culture.   
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The Body:  Images, Perceptions, 

and Representations 

Panel Discussion Include the Following: 

¶ Disability Studies 

¶ The role of literature in Spiritual, Mental, and Physical      

Wellness 

¶ National and Social Body in literature 

¶ Aesthetics of the body 

¶ Extensions of the body in labor and technology 

¶ Celebrated and oppressed bodies 

¶ Intersections of religion and the body 

¶ Colonialism and the body 

¶ Gender Studies and representations of male and female   

bodies 

¶ Accessibility in online environments 

¶ The body and science fiction studies 

¶ Pedagogy of the body 

¶ Rhetorical considerations of the body 

¶ Place of body in popular culture 

November 8 & 9, 2008  Keynote Speaker:  Dr. Martha 

 Stoddard Holmes 

Dr. Martha Stoddard Holmes is an 
Associate Professor and Graduate 
Program Advisor in the Department of 
Literature and Writing Studies at 
California State University in San 
Marcos.  She is also a Clinical Assistant 
Professor in Preventative and Family 
Medicine at the San Diego Medical 
School.  She has been trained as a fiction 
writer and is a scholar of Victorian 
literature and culture.  Her key area of 
focus is in disability studies, which is an 
analysis of the cultural and social 
constructions of identity.  She is also the 
author of Fictions of Affliction , and is the 
co-editor of The Teacherôs Body:  
Embodiment, Authority, and Identity in 
the Academy, and Embodied Rhetorics:  
Disability in Language and Culture.  

This event is co -sponsored by the English Graduate Organization, The 

Department of English and Journalism, The University Theme Committee, The 
Visiting Lecturerõs Committee, and The Provostõs Office. 

More information including scheduling may 

be found at the English Graduate 
Organization website:  http://www.wiu.edu/

ego/conference/2008/  

There is a $15 registration fee prior to the conference and $20 the day of the conference.  Checks 
or money orders may be sent to the English Graduate Organization, 122 Simpkins Hall,  

1 University Circle, Macomb, Illinois 61455. 
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