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How to Become a Developmental Therapist					     Slide 1
	Developmental Therapists are part of the Early Intervention Team. They work with the family, the Service Coordinator, and other therapists to meet the outcomes of the child’s Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP). As a Developmental Therapist, you will assess and evaluate young children with disabilities, assist in the development of the IFSP, and provide direct services to the child and family. You may provide families with education, training, and support in your role as Developmental Therapist. You will work with the family and other team members to develop and carry out activities that enhance the development of skills addressed in IFSP outcomes.
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	Before you submit an application for a developmental therapy credential, you need to determine if you meet three main requirements for the credential. You must hold a qualifying degree, have training in the use of a formal assessment tool that would allow you to perform global evaluations, and be able to document educational experiences in each of the four Early Intervention core knowledge content areas.  Here is more detail about each requirement.
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	Holding a Qualifying Degree: Individuals applying for a Developmental Therapist Credential must have a bachelors degree or higher in Early Childhood Education, Early Childhood Special Education, Special Education, Special Education: Deaf/Hard of Hearing or Blind/Partially Sighted, Child Development/Family Studies, Early Intervention, Elementary Education, Developmental Psychology, or Social Work. A degree in Psychology or General Psychology is not considered a qualifying degree.
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	If you have a Special Education degree for Deaf and Hard of Hearing, you may apply for the EI Specialist: Developmental Therapist/Hearing credential. You may also provide aural rehabilitation based on your qualifications and experience.
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	If you have (1) a bachelors degree or higher in Orientation and Mobility or (2) a Special Education degree for Blind and Partially Sighted you may apply for an EI Specialist: Developmental Therapist/Vision credential. You may provide DT Vision Services related to visual functioning based on your qualifications and experience.
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	If you are already a full specialist-level credentialed provider in the Early Intervention program, you may apply for a Developmental Therapist credential.

If you hold National Certification in art therapy, music therapy, recreation therapy or another therapy that is rehabilitative or habilitative in nature, you may apply for a Developmental Therapist credential.
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Training in the Use of a Formal Assessment Tool: Applicants must also submit proof of training on the use of a formal assessment tool that would allow the provider to perform global evaluations and assessments. The following are approved global evaluations and assessments:
Alpen-Boll Developmental Profile II, Assessment Evaluation and Programming System, Battelle Developmental Inventory II, Carolina Curriculum for Infants and Toddlers, Child Developmental Inventory, Early Learning Accomplishment Profile, Hawaii Early Learning Profile.
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	Additional approved global evaluations and assessments include: Infant Development Inventory, Infant Toddler Developmental Assessment, INSITE, Mullen Scales of Early Learning, Reynell-Zinkin Scales: Developmental Scales for Young Handicapped Children, and Transdiciplinary Play-Based Assessment.

Accepted documentation includes certificates or approval from the EI Training Program or a syllabus with the name of the assessment instrument included. 
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	Educational experience in the Early Intervention core knowledge content areas: To be credentialed as a Developmental Therapist, you must document the completion of educational experiences as approved by the Department of Human Services that include at least two semester college hours or the equivalent (30 clock hours or CEU credit hours in each of the following Core Knowledge Content areas: Development of Young Children–15 clock hours for Typical and 15 clock hours for Atypical; Working with Families of Young Children with Disabilities; Intervention Strategies for Young Children with Special Needs; and Assessment of Young Children with Special Needs. These hours may be taken from college transcripts and/or approved training sessions.

These Core areas are focused specifically on children birth to three with special needs. Documentation submitted must specifically focus on this population. An official transcript or transcripts will need to be sent with your application. College coursework must show a minimum of 15 clock hours spent on this birth to three with special needs population to receive credit.
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	To determine how many of the Core hours you have completed, check your transcript against the Core Knowledge Course Search on the Provider Connections website at http://www.wiu.edu/providerconnections/training/search.php Using the drop-down menu, select the school you attended. Click the Search button. All approved courses from that school will appear. 
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	For example, this applicant graduated with a BS in Child Development Early Childhood Education from Northern Illinois University, which is a qualifying degree. She took HMEC 230 Development of the Young Child, which has been approved for 1 semester hour in Typical Development and 1 semester hour in Atypical Development. The Prefix HMEC has been changed to FCNS (Family, Consumer, and Nutrition Sciences. Continue this process for other classes you took.
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	If you took a course that does not appear on the listing, it may be that the course has not been submitted for approval. Submit a syllabus from the course along with the transcript when applying for a credential. A syllabus is considered valid only if it is dated within two years of when the course was taken. Catalog course descriptions are also accepted, but do not contain as much detail as a syllabus does to help in determining course content.
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	If you do not meet the Core Requirements with college courses, you may count workshop hours. All workshop hours must be approved through the EI Training Program. In this example, Amy completed training on the Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS) sponsored by Pyramid Educational Consultants, Inc. in July 2002. 
	Slide 14


	You may check on the Training Program’s website at www.illinoiseitraining.org. Click Past Trainings Approved for EI Credit to search for sessions. If an approved session title and sponsoring agency and/or presenters are the same, but held on a different date than the date you attended, the session is considered approved. Searching the Training Program’s past trainings for the year 2002, we find that PECS training conducted by Pyramid has been approved for 4 hours for Child Development, 2 hours for Evaluation and Assessment, 6 hours for Intervention, and 1 for hour Working with Families.
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	To request contact hours for workshops that do not appear on the Past Trainings Approved for EI Credit list, submit an EI Training Activity Request form to the EI Training Program.  This form can be found on its web site.  Please note that processing of the form may take up to 30 business days.

If you do not meet the Core Knowledge requirements through college coursework and workshops, you will need to get additional hours through either college courses and/or workshops. Once you have met the requirements for Developmental Therapist, you may submit an Early Intervention Credential Application and a CBO Enrollment Application. Your application will be reviewed. Credential and Enrollment application materials can be found on the Provider Connections web site. 
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	Documentation of Early Intervention Systems Overview Training and the completion of background checks are part of the credential application process.

Documentation of the completion of early intervention systems training must be provided before a credential can be issued. Two versions of training are available: One is a 3-day face-to-face training the other is a combination of online training with a 1-day face-to-face follow-up session. Registration is available through the Illinois Early Intervention Training Program, at www.illinoiseitraining.org. Documentation of completion of Online Systems Overview or all 3 days of face-to-face must be included in your credential application packet.  If you have chosen the online option, documentation of the 1-day face-to-face follow-up session must be received by Provider Connections before a credential will be awarded. You may send proof of completion of the 1-day follow-up session via mail or fax.
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	Your application will be reviewed. If you meet all the qualifications, your application will be considered “In Process.” The Child Abuse and Neglect Tracking System Authorization Form will be sent to the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) for processing only after all qualifications are met, including a complete Central Billing Office (CBO) enrollment application. The DCFS process takes approximately 6-8 weeks. A Fingerprint-Based Background Check Authorization Form will be sent to you so you may complete this portion of the background check by having your fingerprints taken at an authorized livescan vendor. Provider Connections staff checks state and national sex offender registries. Once the backgrounds checks are complete, you will be issued your credential.

When you have met all the credential application requirements, you will be issued a temporary credential.  This credential will be in place for 18 months, during which you must meet the consultation requirement.  When that requirement has been met, you will receive a full specialist credential.
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	Developmental Therapists must complete consultation while providing 240 hours of direct developmental therapy service to children ages birth to three and their families. DT/Vision and DT/Hearing need only provide 120 hours of service. Another way of thinking of this requirement is that the 240 hours would be completed in a 6 week period if a DT has a fulltime schedule of 40 hours a week. The Developmental Therapist must consult with another Developmental Therapist. The consultant must determine that you have demonstrated compliance with professional standards. Consultation hours are submitted using the Consultation Verification Form in the credential application packet either upon application or within an 18-month temporary credential time. 
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	All credentialed providers are required to participate in ongoing professional development with another specialist-level credentialed provider. This consists of monthly meetings conducted face-to-face or over the telephone. Case reviews take place to ensure the use of best practices. Documentation of such meetings must be submitted when completing the requirements for the temporary credential and upon credential renewal. Documentation must include at least one signature for every meeting during the credential period. A minimum of 75% of meetings must be completed. Both the Ongoing Professional Development Plan Format and the Ongoing Professional Development Documentation Form can be found in the credential application packet.
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	If you have any questions, please call us at 800-701-0995. For assistance with completing the EI Credential Application and/or the CBO Enrollment Application, please view the respective instructional videos found at www.wiu.edu/providerconnections/podcasts
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	Provider Connections
Funded by the Illinois Department of Human Services
Western Illinois University
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