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CONS 305 

Introduction to Sustainable Agriculture 

Fall 2009 

 

  

Instructor: Dr. Joel Gruver 

Office: Knoblauch Hall 302    

Office hours: M,W 9-10, Th 10-12 

Phone: (309) 298 1215  

E-mail: j-gruver@wiu.edu 

Class meeting time and location: 1- 1:50 Knoblauch Hall 152 

 

Course description: This course will begin with a discussion of what is meant by the 

term “sustainable agriculture” followed by an evaluation of the sustainability of the 

dominant agricultural practices today. Next, the historical roots of alternative forms of 

agriculture will be explored as a foundation for current efforts to improve agricultural 

sustainability through grass roots activism, on-farm innovation, government programs, 

and the greening of research and industry. The course will conclude with an intensive 

investigation of the present and future of “sustainable agriculture” from the perspective of 

innovative farmers, grass roots organizations, scientists and industry. 

 

Text: No text but readings from a wide variety of sources will be assigned each week.  

 

Term Project:  Each student will complete 2 interview projects. One project will be a 

group investigation and will result in a group presentation and written report. In addition, 

each student will interview a sustainable ag practitioner (e.g., farmer, grass roots 

organizer, educator, research scientist, entrepreneur, or any other profession directly 

involved with improving agricultural sustainability) and present key findings in a short 

oral presentation. 

 

Field Trips: Two field trips are planned. Attendance is required for 1 field trip.  

 

Class format: Discussion/seminar format with some lectures. 

 

Attendance: Because class discussion is a major component of this course, you are 

expected to attend every class and attendance will be monitored  

 

Grading: 

Attendance    10% 

Reading questions  40% 

Group interview project 20% 

Individual interview project   10% 

Take home final exam  20% 
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Class Schedule: 

 Week  Class sessions                     Topics 

1  8/24,   8/26,    nc Why study “Sustainable Agriculture”? 

2  8/31,   9/2,     9/4 Historical development of industrial agriculture  

3  nc,      9/9,     9/11 Cracks in the wall, part I: Environmental challenges 

4  9/14,   9/16,   9/18 Cracks in the wall, part II: Economic challenges 

5  9/21,   9/23,   9/25 Cracks in the wall, part III: Social challenges 

6  9/28,   9/30,   10/2 Historical development of alt. agriculture, part I. 

7  10/5,   10/7,   10/9 Historical development of alt. agriculture, part II 

8  10/12, 10/14, 10/16 Alternative agriculture in IL and the US today 

9  10/19, 10/21, 10/23 International alternative agriculture today 

10  10/26, 10/28, 10/30 USDA National Organic Program 

11  11/2,   11/4,   11/6 USDA Conservation programs 

12  11/9,   11/11, 11/13 Greening of agricultural research 

13  11/16, 11/18, 11/20 Greening of industry 

14  11/30, 12/2,   12/4 Careers in sustainable agriculture 

15  12/7,   12/9,   12/11 Future challenges and opportunities 

16              12/16                Take-home final is due (scheduled exam date). 

 

nc = no class 

 

AAtttteennddaannccee  aanndd  ddeeaaddlliinneess::  

YYoouu  aarree  eexxppeecctteedd  ttoo  aatttteenndd  eevveerryy  lleeccttuurree  aanndd  aatt  lleeaasstt  11  ffiieelldd  ttrriipp  !!!!  

AAllll  ssttuuddeennttss  tthhaatt  mmiissss  lleeccttuurreess  oorr  ffiieelldd  ttrriippss  ((wwiitthh  oorr  wwiitthhoouutt  aaddvvaannccee  nnoottiiccee))  mmuusstt  

sscchheedduullee  aann  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  ttoo  ddiissccuussss  tthhee  mmaatteerriiaall  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  mmiisssseedd..    

  

YYoouu  aarree  eexxppeecctteedd  ttoo  ttuurrnn  iinn  aallll  aassssiiggnnmmeennttss  oonn  ddeessiiggnnaatteedd  dduuee--ddaatteess  !!!!    

SSttuuddeennttss  tthhaatt  ddoo  nnoott  ssuubbmmiitt  aassssiiggnnmmeennttss  oonn  ttiimmee  mmuusstt  sscchheedduullee  aann  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  ttoo  

ddiissccuussss  tthhee  aassssiiggnnmmeenntt..    

  

AAccaaddeemmiicc  hhoonneessttyy::  

TThhee  WWIIUU  aaccaaddeemmiicc  iinntteeggrriittyy  ppoolliiccyy  wwiillll  bbee  ssttrriiccttllyy  ffoolllloowweedd  iinn  tthhiiss  ccllaassss..  

hhttttpp::////wwwwww..wwiiuu..eedduu//ppoolliicciieess//aacciinntteeggrriittyy..sshhttmmll  

  

NNOO  CCHHEEAATTIINNGG,,  PPLLAAGGIIAARRIISSMM,,    OORR  OOTTHHEERR  VVIIOOLLAATTIIOONNSS  OOFF  TTHHEE  WWIIUU  

AACCAADDEEMMIICC  IINNTTEEGGRRIITTYY  PPOOLLIICCYY  WWIILLLL  BBEE  TTOOLLEERRAATTEEDD..  

  

PPlleeaassee  ttaallkk  ttoo  mmee  iiff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  qquueessttiioonnss  aabboouutt  tthhee  WWIIUU  aaccaaddeemmiicc  iinntteeggrriittyy  ppoolliiccyy..    

AAllll  ssuussppeecctteedd  vviioollaattiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  WWIIUU  aaccaaddeemmiicc  iinntteeggrriittyy  ppoolliiccyy  wwiillll  bbee  aaddddrreesssseedd  pprroommppttllyy  

aanndd  iinnddiivviidduuaallllyy..  

      

  

 
 


