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It was a challenge 
and proved to be 
fun as well. The 
mentor teacher, 
Patty Parn, was 
impressed as was 
the University 
Supervisor, Charles 
Bolton. The 
newsletter was 
a hit also with 
parents of students 

in the pre-school classroom at Brown County 
Elementary School in Mt. Sterling, Illinois. 
Jennifer Lichter, Early Childhood Education 
major, designed and wrote a newsletter to 
send home with her students each week. The 
newsletter described what had happened during 
the past week in the classroom. It highlighted 
holidays and upcoming events such as Family 
Night and Parent Teacher Meetings. Each issue 
included information/ideas about books and 
other types of reading for parents to use at home. 

Certification for an early childhood teacher at 
Western Illinois University requires 16 weeks of 

student teaching with eight weeks at two different 
levels. The second experience for Jennifer was with 
a 2nd grade class and Mary Kerley was the mentor 
teacher. 

Jennifer graduated from Grant Community High 
School in Fox Lake, Illinois. At Western, she 
was a member of Early Childhood Organization 
for Students (ECHOS). She has worked with 
Kindercare daycare in McHenry during the past 
several summers.

Jennifer identified that “communication with parents 
is one of the important components to success in 
the classroom.” She will continue her newsletter 
practice as a means of communication with parents 
of children in her own classroom this fall. Since 
all parents do not 
have easy access to 
e-mail, Jennifer will 
offer both electronic 
and paper copies of 
future newsletters as 
she communicates, 
communicates, 
communicates.

Communication, Communication, CommunicationWestern’s 
Mission
Western Illinois University, 
a community of individuals 
dedicated to learning, will have a 
profound and positive impact on 
our changing world through the 
unique interaction of instruction, 
research, and public service as 
we educate and prepare a diverse 
student population to thrive in 
and contribute to our global 
society.

Western’s 
Teacher 
Education 
Mission
To prepare versatile teachers who 
appreciate the importance of our 
diverse population; who adapt 
to emerging social, economic, 
and demographic patterns; and 
who are skilled in the use of 
technology tools to promote 
teaching and learning in our 
nation’s schools.
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Jennifer Lichter, elementary 
education student teacher

Some people might view anyone in this profession 
as having “a true calling.” The special education 
teaching profession is definitely a challenge and 
not just anyone can be successful. The Western 
Illinois University Council for Exceptional 
Children (CEC) is an organization for Special 
Education majors and students majoring in 
other related fields. The mission of the group is 
to improve educational outcomes for individuals 
with exceptionalities. It is a service organization 
and meets once a month during the academic 
school year. 

The organization hosted two meetings this past 
year with guest speakers, and they invited guests 
to attend. Michael Daly, retired Principal at 
Black Hawk Special Education Center and Lyle 
Goldensoph, Principal at Arrowhead Ranch 
gave a presentation on the “real-life” aspects 
of being a SPED teacher. At another meeting, 
Susan Simcock, a physical therapist, discussed 
the importance of special education teachers and 
physical therapists collaborating to give the most 
appropriate help to students with special needs. 

Fund raisers included CEC T-shirt and book bag, 
Valentine’s Day Candy, and Autism Awareness 
Activities. CEC donated funds to the Autism 
Awareness Program (Chicago). Officers for the 
academic year were Elyse Simcock, President; 
Carol Haas, Vice President; and Yvonne Hansen, 
Secretary. The faculty advisor was Dr. Mary Jensen.

Organizations on campus like the CEC provide 
opportunities for students within their majors to 
network and participate in activities that will assist 
them in their chosen professions. As students who 
will successfully complete their degrees in Special 
Education, they will have the needed passion and “a 
true calling.”

A True Calling . . . 

Carol Haas,  
Vice President

Melissa DuBurg, 
Organized Autism 

Awareness Fundraiser

Charles Bolton, Supervisor 
for student teachers


