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Jack Thomas, President

Letter from the President
Dear WIU Alumni and Friends,
 
“Home is where the heart is.” 

At Western Illinois University, our residence hall 
experiences provide that home away from home, and 
that heart of the institution for our new students and 
for those who continue to live on campus throughout their college 
experience. That first year in our halls is often the beginning of a lifelong 
relationship for students with their eventual alma mater and with those 
they will call friends for a lifetime. 

From WIU’s first residence halls to today’s modern structures, housing 
at Western Illinois University has spanned many decades and has 
provided outstanding living and learning experiences for thousands. The 
halls provide the opportunity for students from diverse backgrounds 
to come together to share a common space and to grow and learn from 
one another. 

Western boasts an award-winning residential program that is designed 
to help students make friends, achieve academic success, and prepare 
for life after graduation. Housing is a core component of a students’ 
collegiate success. Therefore, it is essential for a university to have a 
robust and meaningful housing program that allows students to get 
involved, to hone leadership skills and to further develop problem-
solving abilities.

During my undergraduate years at Alabama A & M, I lived in Walker 
Wood Hall. It was my first time away from home, and in a new 
environment. It was that experience living in the halls that provided 
not only a positive experience at Alabama A & M and was beneficial to 
my success as a student, but it also brought people into my life whom I 
still consider close friends. Today, as I meet with new students and their 
parents each year at move-in, I see the excitement in those students’ eyes 
(and sadness and perhaps a bit of anxiety in the parents’ faces), and I 
remember back to the day when I moved into Walker Wood Hall and 
how nervous my parents probably were. But I was in good hands, just 
like those students who reside in the residence halls at Western Illinois 
University.

I commend our housing staff for the outstanding experiences they 
provide to our students, and I offer my thanks to those who worked in 
the halls many years ago, as well. You have contributed to our students’ 
success, and provided the perfect home away from home for so many. 

Sincerely,

ON THE COVER: The University purchased the WIU Alumni House, which was built 
in 1924 on West Adams Street, in July 1940 for $25,000 to be used as the new Home 
Management House for home economics. The Alumni Programs Office moved to the 
house in 1977 and became the Alumni House. Today, the house remains a symbol of 
WIU’s connection to thousands of alumni.
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University News
A group of  Western Illinois 

University biologists and biology 
graduate and undergraduate students 
are working with the U.S. Geological 
Survey's (USGS) Upper Midwest 
Environmental Sciences Center 
(UMESC) to conduct ecological 
studies on Asian carp in the Upper 
Illinois and Mississippi rivers. 

The study is part of  a grant 
received by Western to study a 
variety of  factors surrounding Asian 
carp, including their vulnerability 
to native predators and the patterns 
that influence their passage through 
navigation dams. The research 
includes testing the application of  
experimental GPS tags to study the 
habitat and movement of  the carp. 

The WIU students, advised by 
Kibbe Feld Station Manager Jim 
Lamer in the Lamer ’01 ’06 aquatic 
ecology lab, are working with Brent 
Knights of  the USGS to help combat 
the invasion of  Asian carp. 

The team includes 12 Western 
students, several who were already 

performing their own Asian carp 
research. 

"Collectively, these research 
endeavors contribute to a better 
understanding of  Asian carp invasion 
biology, which allows us to make 
more informed decisions related 
to their management and control," 
said Lamer. "All members of  the 
lab contribute to this understanding 
and help their fellow lab mates with 
aspects of  each project."

The team includes WIU biology 
graduate students Allie Lenaerts, 
of  Wolcott, IN; Cortney Cox, of  
Palmyra, MO; Boone La Hood, of  
Spring Bay, IL; Andrew Mathis, 
of  Ottawa, IL; Eli Lampo ’14, of  
Crystal Lake, IL; Jesse Williams ’16, 
of  Rochester, IL; Chelsea Center, 
of  Normal, IL; Sabina Berry ’15, 
of  Macomb; Dylan Snyder, of  
Enola, PA; Will Rechkemmer ’16, 
of  West Burlington, IA; Charmayne 
Anderson, of  Melrose, WI; and 
Ollie Mendenhall, of  Havana, IL; 
undergraduate student Thomas Plate, 

Grant Funds Asian Carp Research
By Jodi Pospeschil MA ’15

of  Astoria, IL; and technicians Colton 
Loehrer and WIU alumna Amber 
Ruskell-Lamer ’04, of  Warsaw, IL. 

"The lab works as a team, 
which results in better science and 
concurrently builds good morale 
in the lab, exposes the students to 
a range of  skills and a mastery of  
aquatic ecology techniques across a 
wide discipline and ultimately makes 
them adaptable and prepares them for 
future careers in the aquatic sciences," 
said Lamer. "We are extremely 
fortunate to work collaboratively 
with the USGS; they are great 
scientists and stewards of  our aquatic 
resources." 

To view a more in-depth article, 
visit: wiu.edu/news/newsrelease.
php?release_id=14731. For more 
information on the WIU Department 
of  Biology, visit wiu.edu/biology. 
Additional information about the 
research is available at facebook.com/
AliceKibbeScienceResearchStation or 
jt-lamer.wixsite.com/lamerlabwiu. 

Eli Lampo ’14 surgically implants 
an acoustic transmitter in a silver 
carp.

Eli Lampo downloads a stationary 
acoustic receiver in the Marseilles 
Reach of the Illinois River.

Jesse Williams ’16 sets a tandem 
mini-fyke net in Pool 19 for young 
of year Asian carp. 
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Sutton Family 
Continuing  
Western Tradition
By Jodi Pospeschil MA ’15

For Geography Professor 
Christopher Sutton, teaching at 
Western Illinois University is part of  
his family’s higher education legacy. 

Sutton ’88, MA ’91 moved to 
Macomb at age 4, beginning a lifelong 
relationship with the University 
that covered his transition from 
elementary school to college and 
eventually from professor to chair of  
the WIU Department of  Geography. 

Sutton’s father, Robert Sutton, 
was a history professor emeritus at 
Western, teaching from 1970-04. 
Robert was also the past director of  
the Center for Icarian Studies and 
Local and Regional Collections in the 
Malpass Library Archives. He passed 
away in 2009. Sutton’s mother, Alice 
Trimmer, completed her master’s 
degree in education in 1976, and 
spent her career as a special education 
teacher in Colchester. 

Sutton began his time at WIU as 
an elementary school student at the 
University School in Horrabin Hall. 
He entered Western as a freshman 
in 1984, initially studying computer 
science. After taking a class in 
geography, Sutton said he knew it was 
time to change his major. 

While Sutton was an 
undergraduate at Western, he served 
on the Interfraternity Council, 
was a Student Ambassador for the 

admissions 
office, was a 
member of  
the Student 
Orientation 
Board and of  
Lambda Chi 
Alpha. He 
completed 
his bachelor’s 
degree in 
geography 
in December 
1988, and 
continued on 
to graduate 
school at Western, finishing his 
master’s degree in geography in 1991. 

As part of  his master’s degree 
studies, Sutton worked under WIU 
Professor Emeritus and former 
WIU Board of  Trustees member 
Bill Griffin. Sutton’s master’s thesis 
involved researching traffic accidents 
at Macomb intersections. 

“The city had a lot of  old stop 
signs and I was interested in how 
those intersections were connected to 
traffic accidents,” he said. 

After receiving his master’s degree, 
Sutton moved to Colorado to pursue 
his doctoral degree in geography at 
the University of  Denver and his 
eventual goal of  teaching geography. 

“After coming from a household 
based in education, it never occurred 
to me to be anything other than an 
educator,” Sutton said. 

He received a top dissertation 
award for his work studying the land 
use impacts of  beltways in the Denver 
metropolitan area. 

Sutton received his Ph.D. in 1995, 
and began teaching at Northwestern 
State University in Louisiana. He 
taught there for three years before 
learning about a job opening at 
Western in 1998. 

“At Northwestern State University, 
I was the only geographer there and 
the university had no geography 
major,” he said. “I wanted to be in 
a geography department. When the 
position opened here at Western, 
I almost didn’t apply. This was the 
first faculty opening since I was a 

student and I was afraid they would 
remember me as the 19-year-old 
undergraduate student. But I had 
been gone long enough, and had 
established myself  as a faculty 
member and scholar.”

During his first year at Western, 
Sutton was also an advisor for 
Western’s environmental studies 
minor. He eventually became 
coordinator of  the geography 
department’s graduate program and 
then department chair. 

“For me, WIU was a great fit—for 
who I was as a faculty member,” he 
said. “I wanted a school that was 
a balance between teaching and 
research. I wanted to be in a position 
of  working with students but still be 
connected to research.”

The added bonus, Sutton said, 
was that Macomb was his hometown 
and his father was still teaching on 
campus. 

“I grew up here, my dad was a 
faculty member, I had been a student 
here and I had interacted with a few 
generations of  faculty members,” he 
said. “Western has a way of  pulling 
people back. Macomb is a great 
community to raise kids in and you 
don’t have to worry about things you 
have to worry about in other college 
towns. The size of  the campus and the 
size of  the community are perfect.”

Sutton’s oldest son, Zach, is 
continuing the family lineage at Western 
as a sophomore history major and 
working in the Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) Center on campus. 

During [continued on page 4] 

Sutton was on WIU’s 1988 
Homecoming court. He is pictured 
with Teresa Cornelius ‘89  
MBA ‘91. 
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A $100,000 state grant from 
the Illinois Department of  Natural 
Resources (IDNR) will provide 
research opportunities for faculty and 
students at Western Illinois University 
to study the bobcat population in west 
central Illinois. 

WIU Biological Sciences Assistant 
Professor Chris Jacques applied for 
the grant, which funds the second 
phase of  his research through June 
2019. Jacques said the first phase 
focused on evaluating home range 
use and abundance estimation using 
camera traps, and was completed in 
June 2017. 

"Opportunities this project will 
continue to provide to WIU students 
to participate directly in field work are 
available and will continue through 
June 2019," said Jacques. "To date, 
we have involved dozens of  students 
in the first phase (2015-17) of  the 
project." 

The WIU study uses remote 
cameras to count bobcats. Jacques 
said the use of  the cameras is 
relatively new technology, but is 
increasingly used by wildlife managers 
across the country. 

"Use of  remote cameras is less 
invasive, intensive and costly than 
other long-term census techniques, 
and especially useful to record 
nocturnal species that occur in 
landscapes that are difficult to access 
by humans," said Jacques. 

"Preliminary camera survey results 
suggested winter trapping surveys 
were more effective at detecting 
bobcats than spring/summer trapping 
surveys," he said. "Accordingly, our 
proposed camera survey methods 
will be limited to the winter season 
and within known bobcat core areas 
to increase capture/recapture rates 
for subsequent 
abundance 
estimation."

The second phase 
of  the study will 
focus on evaluating 
annual and seasonal 

survival of  bobcats and the continued 
development of  survey protocols to 
aid in abundance estimation. 

He added that west central Illinois 
provides a unique setting to study 
the survival of  bobcats in rural 
areas. The first phase of  Jacques' 
research provided data on bobcat 
locations, using VHF collars, and 
showed continued monitoring is 
needed to better assess survival and 
cause-specific mortality rates across 
agriculturally-dominated landscapes. 

Bobcats will be captured in 
McDonough, Schuyler, Fulton and 
Hancock counties through during 
winter 2018 and 2019, and fitted 
with GPS radio collars, which will 
allow for more precise monitoring 
of  movement and survival. The 
research also includes using 220 
infrared-triggered remote cameras 
in the winter months, during which 
time cameras are working 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week, over 60-
day intervals to photo capture and 
recapture bobcats. 

The study will be completed by 
staff  from WIU's Department of  
Biological Sciences, working with the 
IDNR Division of  Wildlife Resources 
Frurbearer program staff. Funding 
is provided by the Federal Aid in 
Wildlife Restoration, administered 
by the IDNR, Furbearers Unlimited, 
the Illinois Bobcat Foundation and 
Illinois Humane. 

The grant helps provide a full-time 
graduate research assistant, as well as 
materials, supplies and travel expenses 
to visit the camera and trapping sites. 

For more information on the study, 
or to get involved, contact Jacques at 
CN-Jacques@wiu.edu or graduate 
assistant Ed Davis at ED-Davis2@
wiu.edu. 

State Grant to Fund Bobcat Research at Western
By Jodi Pospeschil MA ’15

[continued from page 3] his tenure 
at Western, Sutton converted the 
University’s “pen and ink” cartography 
classes to GIS-based digital cartography 
courses. He has also expanded his 
geographic influence beyond the 
boundaries at Western, authoring or co-
authoring more than 50 publications, was 
well as chapters in several books, manuals 
and journals. He also edited Goode’s 
World Atlas, 23rd edition, and has 
presented his research at many scholarly 
conferences and meetings.

He is currently president of the 
Illinois Geographical Society and is 
a member of the Cartography and 
Geographic Information Society, Illinois 
GIS Association, National Council for 
Geographic Education and the North 
American Cartographic Information 
Society. He is a member and past 
president of Macomb’s morning Rotary 
Club and was a member of the Macomb 
School District Board of Education. 

In March, Sutton was chosen to 
deliver the 2017 Distinguished Faculty 
Lecture, “The Power of  Maps.” He was 
also chosen to deliver the annual John 
Hallwas Liberal Arts Lecture in 2011, 
and has been awarded numerous on 
and off  campus awards for teaching. 

In 2012, Sutton was named the 
Illinois Geographical Society’s (IGS) 
Distinguished Geographer, the 
highest award the society gives. 

Sutton also works with the 
Pearson publishing company on its 
“Diversity Amid Globalization” and 
the “Globalization and Diversity” 
textbooks. Each chapter of  the books 
contains a sidebar profile, which 
presents case studies about the theme.

Each study has text and a scan-
able QR-code that presents a Google 
Earth video tour of  the area presented. 
Sutton has created nearly 50 videos for 
the projects; an example of  which can 
be found at bit.ly/2huf62O.

To learn more about Sutton’s 
Distinguished Faculty Lecture, visit 
bit.ly/2wq07JH. 
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Personal 
G rowth

The Road to Success is Paved at WIU 

When students choose Western 
Illinois University, they are often 
choosing it based on the majors 
offered, the affordable price, or the 
location—not too close to home or 
not too far away. However, once they 
get to WIU, many quickly realize that 
because of  WIU’s size and passionate 
faculty and staff, Western offers much 
more than an affordable cost and the 
chance to get more than a degree—to 
get involved and make a difference, 
whether it be around the world or in 
their own backyard.

“We encourage students to get 
involved, and get involved early. 

College isn’t just about getting good 
grades to showcase on the resumé; 
it’s about finding your passion, and 
hopefully that’s what we can give 
students at Western” said Ashley Katz 
’04 MS ’06, assistant director of  the 
University Union.

Katz, Delta Zeta college chapter 
director and the Dance Marathon 
(DM) adviser, works year-round with 
a few groups on campus. As one of  
the advisers of  DM, part of  her role 
is to show students what it means to 
help others.

DM is a nationwide movement to 
raise money for the Children’s Miracle 

Network (CMN). Western’s funds 
support CMN St. Louis Children’s 
Hospital and SSM Cardinal Glennon 
Children’s Medical Center. Last year, 
WIU students beat their goal of  
$100,000 and raised $123,200, and 
they have set their goal even higher 
this year: $150,000. 

“We are really intentional 
throughout the year to help them 
make connections and see where 
the money is going,” said Katz. 
“We make trips to St. Louis to show 
students the importance of  this event, 
and we meet with families who have 
benefited from the event and let 

By Alisha Looney MA ’13

Dance Marathon
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students interact with them, so they create connections 
and understand the difference they are making. The 
students are often very overwhelmed when they see where 
the money goes and what it does.

“Some students are so touched that they end up trying 
to get a job in the nonprofit world after they graduate,” 
Katz added. “One of  the biggest things they get out of  
this is seeing that there are things bigger than them.”

That’s not the only benefit. According to Katz, DM 
teaches students about commitment, communication, 
leadership and accountability.

“Being involved in these organizations on campus 
requires superior time management skills,” said 
Katz. “They are learning to meet the demands of  the 
organizations they are involved in while they are also 
meeting the demands in their classes, as well as their 
social lives.”

Students are also able to take what they are learning 
in their classrooms and apply the knowledge and skills 
directly into their extracurricular activities. Andy Baker, 
WIU School of  Agriculture director, explained the 
agriculture department’s intracurricular structure.

“We have a lot of  activities the students participate in 
that are associated with a particular course being taught. 
For example, the students in our livestock merchandising 
class are in charge of  our Ag Legacy Sale event. The class 
is responsible for contacting donors, getting lots for the 
online sales, making call backs, sending ‘thank you’ notes 
… everything,” said Baker. 

“When they go to apply for jobs, they not only get to 
showcase all of  that experience, they get to say, ‘I was a 
part of  a group who raised $44,000,’” he added.

Western also boasts the largest student-run Ag Mech 
Farm Expo in the world, another event where the students 
are in charge of  everything from inviting vendors to the 
food served to the marketing.

“They could have a marketing budget of  $25,000 that 
they are in charge of,” explained Baker. “They have to 
decide if  they are doing print media, TV, radio or whatever 
else. The success of  the event depends on them.”

Whether 
you want 
to impact 
the world or 
create change 
in your own 
backyard ... 
WIU will get 
you there. 

Forestry 
students learn 
about tree 
care.

Construction 
management 
students built 
this bridge 
at Horn Field 
Campus.

Agriculture 
students teach 
elementary school 
students about 
animals, farming 
and more.
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 Students in the agriculture 
department get a lot of  hands-on, 
real-world experience for their 
resumés. Baker also mentioned the 
nationally-ranked livestock judging 
team and the weed science team.

“These teams are so involved that 
students often take an independent 
study course just to participate,” 
said Baker. “The knowledge and 
experience they are gaining in their 
field is what distinguishes them 
from other job applicants when they 
graduate.”

Another real-world experience 
ag students get involves doing all the 
research and picking out the seeds 
planted in one alumnus’ field.

“An alumnus came to us with 
what we call the ‘profit challenge,’” 

explained Baker. “The students 
made all the nutrient management 
decisions, so what fertilizer we were 
going to put on; they picked the 
hybrid of  corn planted … they made 
all of  the decisions, and the alumnus 
followed their suggestions. At the end 
of  the harvest, whoever makes the 
most money, gets a prize.”

Agriculture isn’t the only 
department offering students 
experience to put on their resumés. 
Each year, Professor Susan Stewart 
(from the Department of  Management 
and Marketing of  the WIU-QC 
campus) spends a semester teaching 
students about international business 
practices. She takes them to Ireland to 
visit companies and gain insight into 
the country’s business practices.

 In two of  Stewart’s upper-
level human resource classes, 
students spend the semester serving 
on a consulting team for a local 
organization. The students are 
broken into teams to conduct a job 
analysis, write a job description and 
develop a recruitment/hiring plan 
or a performance appraisal system. 
They write detailed reports and give 
presentations to members of  the 
organization.

Students do attend Western 
to get a world-class degree, but if  
they choose to take the endless 
opportunities provided to them, they 
will leave with a passion to pursue 
their dreams and the experience to 
help them stand out. 

"At Western, students should remember that you are somebody. You 
are unique and you have a great opportunity here at Western. The sky 
is the limit to what you can do." - WIU President Jack Thomas

St. Baldrick’s Fundraiser
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Blast From  

the Past

By Kathy Nichols ’89 MA ’94, WIU Archives

A residential campus for more 
than 100 years, Western has long 
realized the value for students of  
living and studying together. However, 
things weren’t always this way. When 
the school first opened Sept. 23, 
1902, the campus consisted of  two 
structures: the main building, which 
housed administrative offices and 
classrooms (later named Sherman 
Hall) and the heating plant (now 
the Art Gallery). Students lived off  
campus in rooms rented to them by 
local residents. Things changed for 
women with the opening of  Monroe 
Hall (later renamed Grote Hall) and, 
much later, for men with Seal Hall— 
two dorms that had a big impact.

The three-story tan brick building, 
first named Monroe Hall, was 
completed during 1913 at a cost of  
$90,000, and female students began 
moving in Dec. 8. As a Dec. 11 
Western Courier article says, “The 
new woman’s building has at last 
been almost completed and some 
of  the girls are now staying there.” 
The article went on to state that the 
building had been under construction 
for more than a year and even 
now “it is not all finished.” When 

completed, the building was expected 
to accommodate about 125 girls, and, 
“Miss Grote will be there as Dean of  
Women; Miss Colby will have charge 
of  the supplies and kitchen, and Mrs. 
Donahoe is the matron.” A formal 
dedication was held in the Sherman 
Hall auditorium Jan. 23, 1914.

The new women’s dormitory was 
named Monroe Hall after James 
Monroe, who had been president 
when the military tract of  western 
Illinois was surveyed and opened for 
settlement. According to an item in 
the 1914 Sequel, the finished dorm 
accommodated 85 female students:

“On the first floor are found 
the suite occupied by the Dean of  
Women, the large and attractive 
reception and living room, the dining 
room, with a seating capacity of  156, 
and kitchen. Each student’s room 
is equipped with a study table, two 
chairs, two rugs, a dresser, a chiffonier 
(chest of  drawers), an iron bed 
completely furnished, a lavatory and 
towels, and a house telephone. On the 
second floor are 19 student rooms, 
two bathrooms, and a parlor opening 
onto a porch. The third floor is a 
duplicate of  the second. 

The living room had a fireplace, a 
grand piano, and settees, rockers, and 
tables in mission style, intended to 
make the area homelike.” The dining 
room was described as containing 
“handsome buffets, round tables, 
and chandeliers ... to make this a 
delightful place to partake of  the 
wholesome, daintily served meals.” 
Also, there was a hospital room, an 
office with a private switchboard, and 
a modern kitchen. In short, every 
effort was made to create an efficient 
and attractive living space for the 
young women who would live in the 
new dorm.

Before coming to Western in 
1906, Grote had an impressive career 
in the public school system. After 
graduating from high school in her 
hometown of  Perry, IL in 1879, she 
began teaching at nearby Shady Dell 
School. In that time, it was common 
for teachers to begin their work after 
completion of  a secondary-level 
education. After three years there, 
she moved on to positions at other 
schools in Pike County and then, in 
the Fall 1889, accepted the job of  
superintendent of  schools in Augusta, 
IL. By 1898, she was superintendent 

Student Living at Monroe (Grote) and Seal Halls
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Blast From  

the Past

Grote Hall

of  schools for Pike County—the 
first woman to serve as a county 
superintendent of  schools in Illinois. 
No wonder President Bayliss was 
interested in having her at Western. 
He remembered her from when 
he had been State Superintendent 
of  Schools, prior to assuming his 
presidency here.

Bayliss hired Grote to teach ninth 
and 10th grades in the training school, 
and soon promoted her to director of  
Country School Training. During its 
early years, Western’s special mission 
was to prepare women and men to 
teach in the many country schools that 
operated in Illinois. Grote’s job became 
taking charge of  the curriculum for 
those students. She was also the 
main teacher for an array of  training 
school classes, including arithmetic, 
algebra, civics, Greek history, Roman 
history, Illinois history, didactics, 
school economy, English (i.e. writing), 
grammar, reading, and geography. In 
1908, she became dean of  women. She 
continued to take classes until 1932, 
when at the age of  69, she earned 
her Ph.D. from Columbia University 
Teacher’s College.

During her years as dean of  
women, Grote was characterized as 
a concerned, but overly protective, 
woman who rigidly enforced 
dormitory rules and often lectured 
her young charges on proper behavior 
with men. She embodied the school’s 
intention, especially under the 
administration of  President Walter 
Piety Morgan, to act in loco parentis, 
shaping the moral lives of  students, 
especially young women. 

Morgan Hall rules and 
regulations included the following: 
1) Girls were expected at all times to 
be quiet and orderly in their rooms; 
2) Gentlemen could call weekend 
nights but not stay later than 10 p.m.; 
3) Permission was required from 
the dean to attend parties, plays, 
dances, and like events should not be 
requested more than once a week; 4) 
Permission to attend picture shows 
had to be obtained from the matron 
on weekend nights and from the dean 
on school nights; and 5) From 9:30-
10 p.m. girls could be visiting, getting 
ready to retire, etc., but 10 p.m. was 
the retiring hour and all lights had to 
be out then unless permission to sit up 

later had been given by the proctor or 
someone else in authority. 

Western alumna Beulah Selters ’53 
later commented on her experience 
with Carolyn Grote in Monroe Hall 
during the 1920s:

“She watched over her girls 
like a mother hen. Her consuming 
desire was to keep us on the ‘straight 
and narrow.’ Every week we had a 
conference, with warnings about the 
facts of  life. We were instructed not 
to stroll in the ravine with a boy ... I 
remember one time we were advised 
not to read Sinclair Lewis’s new 
book, ‘Main Street.’ ‘It will poison 
your mind,’ she said. Naturally, we 
scrambled to find the book, and 
everyone who could, read it.”

Still, as another reminiscence, 
first recorded in the 1917 Sequel 
shows, the young women had a good 
time living together and developed a 
camaraderie that the dorm became 
known for.

“Monroe Hall is one happy place, 
full of  life and fun as well as textbooks 
and notebooks. There is always 
someone or something to cheer you 
up when you’re sad, to be game with 
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you when you’re bad, to show 
seriousness and saneness when 
you’re serious and sane, and 
to help you out when you’re 
broke.”

“We get up by bells, eat by 
bells, sleep by bells, and go 
to class by bells! Yet, when 
you have a lesson you have to 
prepare before breakfast, that 
rising bell is a blessing; when 
you come from town, school, 
or your room, that dinner bell 
sounds heavenly (if  you haven’t 
eaten a sack of  jumbos); when 

your clock is too fast or too slow, it’s 
mighty consoling to know that you 
have a bell to depend on to call you 
to the next class. Such is bell life in 
Monroe Hall ...”

“The whole makeup of  the dorm 
is art itself, for not only is there the art 
of  music and dancing and yelling but 
also the wonderful art of  borrowing. 
Sometimes the expression goes down 
the line, ‘Well, whose dress is that 
anyway?’”

When Grote retired in May 1935, 
after 29 years at Western, the faculty 
honored her at a reception, and the 
Courier printed her farewell letter 
on the front page. In that letter, she 
looked forward to what she expected 
to be a pleasant and productive 
retirement, but also looked backward 
over efforts that contributed to the 
mission of  the young school and, 
in the process, lent satisfaction and 
meaning to her life.

“I have always enjoyed my work. 
You have led me to believe that you too 
have enjoyed it. I know practically all of  
you, students of the past and present. 
We are friends and will continue so. 
I have been here almost from the 
beginning. I came when the Normal as 
4 years old and numbered little more 
than 200, two-thirds of whom were 
academy people. Now all is changed. 
Our most ambitious dreams in 1906 did 
not look beyond a 500 enrollment. That 
has more than doubled.”

In 1941, Carolyn Grote died, 
following a lengthy illness. In 1947, 
Monroe Hall was re-named Grote 
Hall in her honor. In 1949, a new wing 

Caroline Grote
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was added to Grote Hall, providing 
38 dual-occupancy rooms, at a cost of  
$249,000. The addition was dedicated 
April 6, 1950. The dorm continued to 
have a big impact for 25 years.

Male students continued to live 
off  campus until after WWII. As 
a result of  the GI Bill, Western’s 
enrollment grew exponentially during 
the second half  of  the 1940s, and by 
September 1946, enrollment totaled 
nearly 1,200. For the first time in the 
school’s history, the number of  males 
outnumbered females. Five hundred 
of  the male students at Western were 
veterans.

In response to this unprecedented 
growth, President Beu acquired three 
Army barracks during Summer 1946, 
which were set up behind Monroe 
Hall. By the end of  1946, he acquired 
10 additional barracks, which were 
placed at southwest corner of  campus 
where Olson and Corbin halls now 
stand. Enrollment continued to grow 
through the 1940s and into the 1950s, 
making a new dorm a necessity.

Completed in 1955, the structure 
had two wings, connected by a 

student lounge. Originally planned to 
house men in one wing and women 
in the other, it held 204 men, two 
to a room. A note in the May 1954 
issue of  the Westerner reported 
that the building was beginning to 
take shape and that it would soon 
be ready for steel work. A Nov. 10 
Western Courier article stated that the 
east wing of  Seal Hall was nearing 
completion and that it was expected 
to be finished and ready for students 
to move in by Dec. 1.

“Mattresses and beds are partially 
installed at present, and the remainder 
are on the way. Chairs for the rooms 
are being purchased from Franklin 
Supply Co. of  Chicago. There will be 
two to a room, one for each student. 
Full drapes will be hung in each 
individual room. Furnishings for 
the lobby are in the process of  being 
purchased at present. There are 145 
applications for rooms taken. The 
dorm will house 204 students. There 
are 59 applications left. Those who 
desire to room in Seal Hall should 
see Harold Ave, assistant dean of  
men, and sign up. There will be a $10 

deposit on the room at the time it is 
reserved. There will be a resident hall 
director and an assistant, who will live 
in Seal Hall also, and a janitor and 
two maids will be employed when the 
building is finished.”

The new dorm was dedicated 
Nov. 6, 1959. According to the Oct. 
18, 1955, Courier article, “Seal Hall 
Invites Parents, Visitors to Inspect 
Modern Dormitory Facilities.” It was 
designed to be “a home away from 
home,” the article went on to say.

“The Hall, overlooking Hanson 
Field is open to all students, parents, 
and visitors during the Homecoming 
festivities. All are urged to come in, 
look around in our lounge, and visit 
the individual rooms ...

The 204 male students live in two 
separate wings of  the dorm, each of  
which has three floors. Each room 
is constructed to house two students 
and is equipped with two built-in 
beds, upright closets, two desks, study 
chairs, self-controlled heating units, 
and a wide double-paneled window. 
Privacy is made possible by the 
construction of  a light oak partial wall 

Seal Hall
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between the beds.
The center of  attention in the 

dormitory is the spacious, amply 
furnished lounge, which separates 
the two wings. Equipped with a 
television set, telephone, magazines, 
newspapers, soda machine, modern 
chairs and sofas, reading lamps, and 
study tales, this room is the social 
center of  the Hall.

A reception desk with an attendant 
on duty at all times, individual mail 
slots for mail pickup, a directory, and 
a buzzer system are also part of  the 
lounge. Below the lounge, a basement 
houses the recreation room for ping 
pong playing and cards.”

Seal Hall was also to have its 
own governmental body, with a 
president, secretary, and treasurer as 
well as a slate of  permanent activities, 
including an annual dance, a mixer 
party and a ping pong tournament. 
Clearly, the developers of  Seal 
Hall intended to foster a sense of  
community.

Seal Hall was named for WIU 
History Professor Harvey Seal. Born 
in 1876 in Meriden, KS, Seal earned 
a bachelor’s degree from Kansas State 
Normal School and master’s degrees 
from the University of  Kansas and 
Columbia University. A Spanish-
American War veteran, he had been 
a school supervisor in the Philippines 
and had afterward taught at 
Vanderbilt University before coming 
to Western. He came to Western in 
1919. In addition to teaching in the 
history department, he took a great 
interest in athletics and served as 
secretary-treasurer of  the athletic 
association for more than 20 years.

Upon his death on March 10, 
1952, Seal left the bulk of  his estate to 
Western to assist needy or deserving 
students in their junior or senior years 
through what was to be called the 
Jayhawker Loan Fund. (The term 
“Jayhawker” was often applied to 
people from Kansas.)

Perhaps one of  the biggest 
dorm-related issues in the history 
of  Western occurred as a result of  
the announcement in October 1972 
that Grote Hall would be closed. Harvey Seal
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A decline in overall enrollment, 
coupled with a tight budget, led to 
the decision. Although residents were 
offered rooms in Higgins Hall, they 
preferred the sense of  togetherness 
and tradition at Grote, so they 
opposed the decision. They gathered 
signatures on a petition, presented 
President Bernhard with alternatives 
for saving money, and showed their 
determination in a demonstration. 
But economic concerns, as well as the 
dorm’s age, which made it less safe 
than others in case of  fire, convinced 
Bernhard to close the older half  of  the 
building in December 1972 and the 
other half  in Spring 1973.

Each of  the girls received a cup, 
saucer, dessert plate, and spoon from 
the Grote tea set, and other articles 
were auctioned off. Then the last of  the 
Grote girls moved out. In 1991, Grote 
Hall was razed, after sitting empty for 
18 years. A housing tradition stretching 

to the normal school days had come 
to an end. A new four-story residence 
hall, located just south of  the former 
site of  Grote Hall, opened in 2004 and 
was officially named Caroline Grote 
Hall by Western’s Board of  Trustees in 
June 2006. 

An April 25, 1977, Courier article 
records the intent of  the University to 
close the west wing of  Seal Hall and 
the students’ reaction to it.

“I’m upset about the proposed 
changes. Eventually they’ll try to close 
the whole dorm,” said freshman Rick 
Venard, Interhall Representative. 
“People become attached to Seal 
because of  its friendly people, and 
campus location, and they return even 
after they move off  campus. 

Alumnus Harpo Carey said, “I 
come back to see friends and play 
football. Some of  the best players on 
campus live here.”

Columbus janitress Sharon 

Dodson summed up life in the tired 
old building by saying, “No one is a 
stranger here and the people who live 
here soon find that this is a unique 
environment.”

Yet another student commented 
to the effect that some people might 
perceive Seal Hall as a dump, but that 
people there are in fact “friendly, close 
knit, a family.”

Even so, as a result of  declining 
enrollment and a need for office 
space, Seal was closed by Fall 1978, 
and the structure was converted into 
office space for Student Residential 
Programs.

Both Monroe/Grote Hall and Seal 
Hall now represent an era of  student 
residential life at Western—and are 
still fondly remembered by many 
alumni who attended years ago. 

Grote Hall
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Giving Back to Western
practice medicine back at home, he 
agreed to do so, at least for a little 
while. Then that doctor left town.

It is estimated that during 
Dohner’s more than half-century-long 
career that he delivered more than 
3,500 babies in Rushville and donated 
at least 10,000 trees to the community. 

Dohner was named one of  
WIU’s Distinguished Alumni 
Award recipients in 1990, and, in 
1982, was recognized as an Alumni 
Achievement Award recipient. In 
2007, he was awarded an Honorary 
Doctorate of  Humane Letters from 
WIU, the highest award an individual 
can bestow on someone who has 
made significant contributions to his/
her career and to Western. 

He was proclaimed the 1992 
winner of  the Pfizer Quality Care 
Award and was second runner-up 
in 2004 for the National Country 
Doctor of  the Year Award. That 
same year, the Illinois Senate signed 
a proclamation declaring Aug. 22, 
2004, as Dr. Dohner Day. He was 
named one of  the Illinois Country 
Doctors of  the Year in 2005. 

In an Associated Press profile in 
2012, Dohner told the reporter he 
refused to go along with the red tape 
associated with his field, and even kept 
his patient’s records on index cards in 

The Doctor Was Always “In”
By Darcie Dyer-Shinberger ‘89 MS ‘98

For nearly 60 years, the late Dr. 
Russell Dohner of  Rushville, IL, 
provided low-cost medical care for 
the residents of  Schuyler County. His 
legacy continues today as the Dohner 
Trust at Western Illinois University 
provides educational opportunities 
in the form of  scholarships and 
programs to WIU students. Dr. 
Dohner passed away in August 2015, 
at the age of  90, two years after he 
retired from medicine.

One of seven children, he grew up 
on a farm north of Rushville. Instead of  
taking up farming as his father wished, 
Dohner decided to take up medicine. 

“I remember waking up and seeing 
the doctor there and thinking, ‘That 
is what I want to do,’” he told The 
Associated Press in 2013.

He was one of  the first four pre-
med students at Western Illinois 
Teacher’s College and became the first 
doctor produced by Western Illinois 
University. The WWII Army veteran 
attended Western from 1946-49 on 
the GI Bill, while living and working 
at Dodsworth-Piper-Wallen Funeral 
Home in Macomb. 

Dohner said he had his sights set on 
becoming a cardiologist and thought 
about staying in the big city. But when 
a doctor in Rushville asked him to 
put off  his heart specialist studies to 

file cabinets. Throughout the years, his 
story appeared in such publications as 
People magazine and on NBC Nightly 
News, CNN and the “Today Show.” In 
2013, he was the grand marshal of the 
Illinois State Fair Twilight Parade and a 
bronze statue of the doctor was installed 
in Rushville’s Central Park, across from 
his office. It was also in that year that Dr. 
Dohner received the Illinois Department 
of Aging’s Hall of Fame Award.

Dr. Dohner’s niece, Marilyn 
Johnson, who worked as an 
administrative clerk in the WIU 
President’s Office for more than 30 
years, said growing up with “Uncle 
Russell” was “fun.”

“While he loved practicing 
medicine, he loved his family as 
well and enjoyed being with them. 
He would always join us for the 
traditional holidays, even though 
sometimes for only an hour or two,” 
she remembered. “He had a warm, 
loving and big smile, and he was a 
humble man. One of  the things I 
remember hearing over and over again 
was his exceptional ability to diagnose 
things that other physicians, even 
those in large cities, often could not. 
His diagnosis was always on target.”

He first captured the attention of  
national news in the 1970s because of  
his medical fees: he charged $2 for an 
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office visit. The fee was later raised to 
$3 and then $5, where it stayed until 
his practiced closed in 2013. He was 
also known for making house calls 
in surrounding communities and 
treating patients who visited him at 
home. Dohner didn’t take much time 
off  from work, but occasionally he’d 
take some time to go fishing. And 
according to yet another newspaper 
article, even when he fished, he wore 
a tie in case he was called to work.

“That is who he was: his passion 
was treating patients, and not re-doing 
the office or revising his schedule, which 
included the hospital in the morning, the 
office all day, rounds at nursing homes, 
home visits, and back to the hospital. 
That is what he did every day, except 
Sunday, from 6 a.m. until midnight,” 
Johnson recalled. “On Sundays, he would 
open the office before heading to church, 
then he went to church, got together with 
family and friends, and then may have 
gone out to his cabin to fish from ‘Doc’s 
Dock,’ as he called it, in his suit!”

“Uncle Russell was very focused 
on treating his patients, and really not 
wanting to deal with any other aspect of  
the office, including the financial side. 
His sister, Clarice, and my father (his 
brother, Robert), took care of the taxes, 
billing and other things related to the 
business side of the office,” she added. 

A man of humility, he would say 
what he valued in life the most was 
providing service to others, and that his 
most cherished items from patients were 
the homegrown, canned, baked and 

crafted items, including the cards, letters 
and crayon-penned notes from children. 

“He was a humorous, gentle, kind, 
caring and quiet man, who listened 
well,” Johnson reminisced. “He was 
nonjudgmental, generous and a strong 
advocate for those things meaningful 
to him. I learned from Uncle Russell 
that following one’s passion for what 
one loves doing can make for a very 
wholesome, happy life.”

Over the years, Dohner’s 
generosity to the residents of  
Schuyler County carried over to 
his alma mater. The Dr. Russell R. 
Dohner Scholarship Endowment 
was established in 2015, and recently, 
the Dohner estate contributed to the 
newly-established Dr. Jill Brody Pre-

Medical Symposium at WIU. 
“For over a century now, Western 

alumni have been pioneers in all 
fields and at the top of  the list is Dr. 
Dohner,” said Brad Bainter ’79 MS 
’83, vice president for advancement 
and public services. “Not only was 
he our first graduate to become a 
doctor, but he dedicated his life to 
his community and to his region and 
he made life better for thousands 
of  people over the course of  his 
magnificent career in medicine. His 
legacy will live on at Western as his 
contributions will assist our students 
who wish to pursue careers in 
medicine.” 

he Man in the GlassT
When you get what you want in your struggle for self
And the world makes you king for a day,
Just go to a mirror and look at yourself, 
And see what THAT man has to say.

For it isn’t your father or mother or wife
Who judgement upon you must pass;
The man whose verdict counts most in your life
Is the one staring back from the glass.

Some people may think you a straight-shootin’ chum
And call you a wonderful guy,
But the man in the glass says you’re only a bum
If  you can’t look him straight in the eye.

He’s the fellos to please, never mind all the rest
For he’s with you clear up to the end,
And you’ve passed your most dangerous, diffucult test
If  the man in the glass is your friend.

You may fool the whole world down the pathway of  years
And get pats on the back as you pass, 
But your final reward will be heartaches and tears
If  you’ve cheated the man in the glass.

* A poem Dr. Dohner kept framed on his office desk.
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that time. My great-grandfather, 
Alex Thompson of  Quincy, IL, 
purchased the land, and at some 
point made it a gift to his daughter, 
Ida, who became my grandmother. 
She married my grandfather, Harry 
Wilhoite, and they lived in Adams 
County. Unfortunately, shortly after 
my mother’s birth, they both died of  
the flu during an epidemic that was 
widespread at the time. My mother, 
Mildred, was raised by Ida’s parents, 
Alex and Ora Thompson.

Mother’s farm included seven 
wooded acres reasonably near the 
house, and that acreage became 
“my laboratory.” On my own—with 
the help of  references I collected 
through my parents and my aunt—I 
spent hours in that forest learning to 
identify the footprints of  animals, the 
many birds I spotted, and the names 
of  dozens of  trees, wild flowers, 
and other plants that grew in “my 
laboratory.” With time, I began to 
view that acreage as one of  my best 
friends.

As my interest grew, and as I 
progressed in school, I seemingly 
worked less on my own and had 

The Lawson Family Nature Preserve
Written by Marcia Lowell Lawson ’68, March 30, 2003

According to the stories my 
mother and father used to tell, I 
was in the first grade when they 
first gained insight to my career 
preferences. At that point I issued a 
proclamation that I, indeed, wanted 
to be a forest ranger, and I saw my 
role in life as that of  protecting forests 
and all the wildlife and growing 
things therein from fires.

In truth, after that declaration 
was issued, there followed a period 
when those thoughts remained rather 
dormant. I was a city girl, and even 
more complicating, during that period, 
my parents actually lived on a variety 
of  military bases where I found few 
forests that required my protection.

However, when I was in the sixth 
grade, we moved to Dallas City on 
a piece of  property just off  from 
Highway 94. My father, Dr. Vivion F. 
Lowell, had ended his military career 
and had taken a position teaching at 
Carthage College in Carthage, IL, the 
county seat of  Hancock County.

The house where we lived was 
on a piece of  property that my 
mother owned. The land had been 
in the family about 30 years at 

greater opportunities to learn from 
teachers, and from my ever-increasing 
collection of  pamphlets and books. 
I was a voracious reader, and as a 
result, many of  my birthday and 
Christmas gifts were the references 
and other items I needed to work 
in my laboratory. And I did work. I 
planted more than 5,000 trees on that 
small parcel of  land.

Later, as my interest continued, 
I outgrew the seven-acre forest. 
Working with 4-H and our high 
school vocational agriculture 
program, I continued to plant 
trees and undertake a variety of  
conservation projects on the 100 acres 
that now make up my family’s gift to 
Western Illinois University.

I find Western Illinois University 
a logical keeper for “my laboratory” 
because of  my family’s close 
association with WIU. When 
Carthage College closed its doors in 
Carthage and moved to Kenosha, 
WI, my father joined the faculty at 
WIU. He was part of  the faculty 
in the Health Department, but 
managed to be involved in a variety 
of  developments that took place on 

1960 Sequel photo of the members of the WIU Agricultural Club. Marcia Lowell is in the second row.



Fall 2017 | Western Magazine  17Fall 2017 | Western Magazine  17

campus at that time. He played a 
key role in starting a sports medicine 
program and worked in kinesiology. 
In addition, he was a member of  the 
faculty committee that was charged 
with developing a plan that resulted in 
the creation of  the main library.

In addition, in 1957, when I 
enrolled at WIU, I was the first girl to 
study agriculture on campus. Earlier, 
I had been the first girl to study 
agriculture in a Hancock County 
high school. At that time, having 
women move into areas traditionally 
viewed as “men’s work,” was not 
nearly as easy as it is today. Being 
the first woman in agriculture was 
challenging at every step and I felt 
that each day I had to be prepared to 
do my best. I was frustrated knowing 
that agriculturally-related businesses 
were designed for men, and hiring 
a woman into such positions was a 
real “no-no.” I could have worked 
as a secretary, but I never learned to 
type—and I didn’t like doing it. That 
meant that despite what I knew, my 
choice of  a career as a professional 
person in agriculture was over before 
it started.

I today feel that the difficulties and 
challenges I experienced during those 
times produced a tremendous benefit 
that I didn’t understand until later. 
From those experiences, I learned that 
you just keep trying. Never stop. Set 
your goal and then achieve it. Once 
you do that, you can see how it works 
throughout the rest of  your life.

And I suspect that is one of  the 

reasons I hope WIU will find ways to 
encourage students, faculty and others 
to take that attitude as they interact 
with the acreage and all it contains. 
Learning and understanding about an 
eco-system is a marvelous challenge 
and experience. Learn all about it 
that you can. Learn how every part 
is important to the whole. That kind 
of  study will last and benefit you for 
your entire life. And it will also help 
you find ways to apply what you learn 
regardless of  where your life takes 
you. Some academic disciplines focus 
directly on the environment-agriculture, 
natural resources and others. Students 
in those disciplines will have no 
difficulty making the connections. 

But I hope that students in theater, 
painting, dance and other forms of  
art-and other disciplines for that 
matter will also find themselves 
inspired by what the acreage has to 
offer. Maybe that will result in the 
creation of  a new flower garden or a 
tree being saved for future generations. 
The thought of  an afternoon spent in 
the forest causing such happenings is 
exciting to dream about.

I am filled with joy knowing 
students and others are going to learn 
from my “friend,” for that is how I truly 
feel about it. I am excited that you are 
going to visit it and work here to see for 
yourself how beautiful it is as a whole—
and how the beauty really stems from 
the interactions of all its parts.

Today, I close my eyes and I can 
see it in my mind. That is how it has 
had to be for the last several years. I 

am house-bound because of  the many 
allergies and related illnesses that are 
now a part of  my life.

But I haven’t quit caring about my 
friend, the forest. And that is part of  
the reason I have chosen to make it a 
gift to WIU, its students, faculty and 
others. My gift is your challenge to 
take up guard, to preserve it, and to 
be inspired by it. Let it influence the 
importance you attach to all living 
things that exist in harmony and 
make our world better. Let it inspire 
you to find ways to make a difference 
in this world by doing something 
good. As you do these things keep in 
mind the words in Job 37:14: Stand 
still and consider the wondrous works 
of  God.

---
* Editor’s Note: I came across this 

explanation in our files as to why Marcia 
was giving this land to Western. I found it 
fascinating because of  her personal history 
she shared with us, and I found it touching 
because her thoughts came from her heart. 
I wanted to share her story with all of  our 
alumni and friends. –Brad Bainter ’79 
MS ’83

Marcia Lowell Lawson, 77, of  
Carthage, passed away March 2, 2016.

 She graduated from Dallas City 
High School in 1957, and then went on 
to become the first woman to earn her 
bachelor’s degree in general agriculture 
and animal science at Western Illinois 
University in 1968. 

L-r: Sequel photos of 
Marcia Lowell from 
her freshman year in 
1958, her sophomore 
year in 1959, and her 
junior year in 1960.



What I Know  
Now

W. Garry Johnson: WIU Vice President Emeritus for Student Services,  
Honorary Alumnus

Age is a State of Mind 
& Spirit. You are as old as your 
inner spirit says you are. There are 
lots of  40-year olds who act like they 
are 90 and vice versa.

Values & Skills 
Learned Growing Up on a 
Farm will Help You for 
the Rest of Your Life. 

Hard work, responsibility and 
accountability, helping your 
neighbors, playing outdoors, caring 
for pets and animals are important 
skills learned early in life.

Others will See 
Positive Things in You 
that You May Not See in 
Yourself. Trust their judgement 
and work hard to prove them right. 
Being successful is the best revenge 
on those that always talk about your 
flaws. Thank those who mentor you.

You Will Learn More 
From Your Mistakes Than 
Successes. There is nothing wrong 
with making mistakes. It means you’re 
trying. Learn from them and don’t make 
the same one twice. Admit them and 
move on! And don't be afraid to admit 
you were wrong. 

It’'s Easy To Be Ethical 
& Right If You Follow 
The Mom And Grandma 
Rule. If  in doubt, ask yourself, “If  
I do this and mom and grandma read 
about it in the paper tomorrow, will 
they be proud of  me?” Enough said.

Develop Hobbies And 
Interests Outside Of 
Work. It will be easier to retire if  
you have a life before you step away.

Think Strategically, 
But Operate Practically. 
It’s not always about what you plan to 
do next but often about the moves that 
come after. Think like a chess player.

Hire 
Staff 
Members Smarter & 
More Talented Than 
You. Then get out of  their 
way and let them do their jobs. 

Treat Your 
Officemates as 
Partners in the 
Enterprise. Beth Oakley 
and Jessica Butcher were the best.

Being Truthful 
Matters. “Always tell the truth 
because it’s easier to remember who 
you told it to.”

There are More Dumb 
Answers then Dumb 

Questions.
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W. Garry Johnson

Top left: Johnson 
with his wife, 
Marilyn; Top 
right: Johnson, 
Marilyn, Linda 
Thomas and WIU 
President Jack 
Thomas; Bottom 
left: Johnson with 
Jessica Butcher 
MS ’96; Bottom 
right: A display 
at Johnson’s 
retirement party.
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Weddings, Retirements, 
Visitations & Funerals 
Matter. Never miss a funeral, 
visitation, retirement reception or 
wedding of  a staff  member or their 
family or others in your work space. 

Always Control Your 
Anger. Losing your temper on a 
regular basis means people learn how 
they can control the narrative and 
thus you. If  you do get angry, do it on 
rare occasions and when you really 
need to make your point. Admittedly, 
I’m a control freak! 

A Good Reputation Is 
Hard To Build but Easy 
to Destroy. How you act and 
how you treat others speaks volumes 
about who you are as a person and a 
professional.

Learn To Write 
Well And Speak In 
Public. Texting is not writing! 

Communicating complex ideas on 
paper and verbally is a skill. Work on 
them every day. Teaching when you 
can and doing presentations will help 
improve these critical skill sets.

Read & Learn Every 
Day. Stay current! Know what 
is going on locally, regionally and 
nationally. If  you find yourself  in a 
social situation, be able to carry on a 
conversation about stuff  happening 
more than two blocks away from your 
workplace. 

Many Wise People 
Have Said, ’You Can’'t Fix 
Stupid. Sadly, it’s true!

Work For Your 
Passion, Not For Your 
Pension. However, plan for your 
future.

You Are In Charge Of 
Your Own Happiness. If  
you expect others to make you happy, 
you’re in for some really bad days.

Life Is Not Always 
Predictable And Can 
Take Some Funky Turns. I 
wear my watch upside down and have 
for many years. It’s a daily reminder 
that your world can get turned upside 
down very quickly. You need to be 
ready.

Get Involved In Your 
Community. Give back to your 
local and professional community. 
Be a role model for others who watch 
your behavior. 

Sometimes, But Not 
Always, Giving Someone 
A Second And Even A 
Third Chance Is Worth 
The Risk.

Finally, as my good 
friend Dwaine Roche 
always points out,’ 
There Are No Former 
Leathernecks. 
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Nearly 104 years ago, Western 
Illinois University (then Western 
Illinois State Normal School) built its 
first residence hall—Monroe Hall, a 
three-story building that served as the 
women’s residence hall for many years. 

Monroe Hall (later renamed Grote 
Hall), also known as “the Women’s 
Building” opened in December 2013 
(Editor’s Note: See “Blast from 
the Past” on page 8 to read about 
Monroe/Grote, as well as the first 
men’s dorm, Seal Hall). According to 
“First Century: A Pictorial History 
of  Western Illinois University” by 
English Professor Emeritus John E. 
Hallwas ’67 MA ’68, Dean of  Women 
Caroline Grote ran a tight ship in 
her oversight of  Monroe Hall. From 
the 1914 Sequel: “What Miss Grote 
Knows: What church we go to—or 
don’t. The boys who smoke—and 
shouldn’t. Where we are every night. 
What no one else knows. What Miss 
Grote Doesn’t Know: Give it up.”

Betty (Ross) McKinley ‘57 MS.Ed. 
‘67 was a resident of  Grote Hall in the 
mid-1950s, and remembers the Grote 
Rules quite well.

“Freshmen had to be in by 9 p.m. 
on weeknights and by 10 p.m. on 
weekends. We did get an extra half  
hour after programs on campus. 
Our upper classmates had 10 p.m. 
weeknight curfews, but we all had to 
sign out and in during the evening. 
There were no hours for the men 
as they figured having the women 
corralled, they would all go home to 
study,” McKinley said.

 Dining was conducted “family 
style” and the residents had assigned 

seating in the dining room. Seating 
was changed around every few weeks 
so the residents of  Grote had the 
opportunity to get to know everyone. 
One night a week, on Wednesdays, 
dinner was a “dress up” affair.

 “Someone would stand at the 
entrances to the dining hall to check 
that no one with bobby socks could 
enter. Those of  us who arrived almost 
late would just take off  our socks and 
stuff  them somewhere to get in,” she 
laughed. “I was told that years prior 
the residents had to wear formals on 
the dress up night.”

 While Wednesdays were 
considered “formal meals,” breakfast 
time was another matter. McKinley 
remembers a loud buzzer would 
sound to announce breakfast was 
ready, so they would arrive in their 
slippers and bathrobes, going back to 
the kitchen to select their breakfast 
and sitting where they liked for the 
morning meal. 

In addition to the strict curfews 
and dining room rules, each floor in 
Grote had a proctor whose job was to 

keep things quiet during designated 
study hours. That same resident also 
worked the front room one night each 
week, ensuring everyone had signed 
back in for the night, outside doors 
were locked and that dates kept both 
feet on the floor in the front room 
and the hallway (where the “neckers” 
would go).

“On weekends, athletes would 
come into the dorm to perform 
janitorial duties. They were to holler 
‘man on three’ or whatever floor 
they were on. Sometimes you’d hear 
the girls call out ‘Where? Where?,” 
McKinley recalled. “My years at 
Western, and in Grote, were a joy 
most of  the time. I made very close 
ties with three other women and we 
continue to this day. I received an 
excellent education that prepared 
me well for the future, and, I met my 
husband, Bill.”

McKinley worked in education, 
teaching students from kindergarten 
all the way through the graduate level. 
She taught in Jacksonville, IL; Park 
Forest, IL; Macomb and at WIU. While 

By Darcie Dyer-Shinberger ’89 MS ’98

Housing at WIU

THERE'S 
NO PLACE LIKE

Monroe Hall, later renamed Grote Hall
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her husband was in graduate school in 
Colorado, she worked for the Mountain 
Prairie Girl Scout Council, covering 
Ft. Collins, Loveland, Berthoud and 
Estes Park. After moving to Billings, 
MT, she taught part-time at Rocky 
Mountain College, and while there, 
she was a part of a Career Opportunity 
Program training teachers on the 
Crow and Northern Cheyenne Indian 
Reservations. The couple eventually 
moved back to Illinois, where McKinley 
taught part time and volunteered in 
the schools. In 1999, the McKinleys 
moved to Sheridan, WY.

Lloyd Simonson ‘66 transferred 
to WIU in 1964, after he obtained his 
associate degree from Wright Junior 
College of Chicago. His first residence 
hall experience was on the next to 
highest floor of Washington Hall. 

“For someone not comfortable 
with heights, I was somewhat 
unnerved. After meeting and 
becoming friends with students 
living in Seal Hall, I decided that 
was a better place for me,” he said. 
“Everything was convenient there 
and third floor was the highest floor 
in the building. I absolutely loved 
living in Seal Hall and eventually 
became an RA.”

Simonson added that Seal Hall 
was “almost like a fraternity without 
the letters.”

“We had some great intramural 
sports teams and always rooted for 
Seal Hall teams when playing all the 
lesser dorms. I was a sports legend—in 
my own mind—since I was a starter 
on the Wright JC basketball team. I 
played there under Coach Badger, who 

became the 
head coach 
of  the Bulls. 
However, at 
WIU I began 
to realize that 
I should get 
serious about 
studying 
since I would 
never be a 
pro basketball 
or baseball 
player. In fact, 

I had a better chance of  getting struck 
by lightning,” he said. 

Simonson majored in biology at 
WIU, and went on to earn a master’s 
and doctoral degrees. He worked as 
a scientist at the Naval Institute for 
Dental and Biomedical Research in 
Great Lakes, IL for 34 years, and was 
the inventor or co-inventor of  13 U.S. 
Patents.

Another Seal resident, Thom 
“Kahuna” Cornelis ‘70, who had a long 

career as a sports anchor and director, 
remembers his first day on Seal 1.

“The RA [Bill O’Toole ’68] took 
me over to the field to practice for 
intramural football,” he said. “I dubbed 
our floor ‘Toole’s Tornadoes’ and we 
had game jerseys that were the envy of  
the dorm. The bonding of  all the Seal 
guys was evident from day one. It was 
like having a fraternity on campus.”

Cornelis recalled one highlight 
was Seal 1 versus Seal 6 in the dorm 
football finals.

“My ‘clean’ block on Gordy Taylor 
led to the game-winning touchdown 
thrown by Doc Canady. To this day, Mr. 
Taylor is still griping that he was given 
a cheap-shot clip,” Cornelis laughed. 
“Thanks for the great memories!”

John (JB) Biernbaum, associate 
vice president for student services-
student life, has been involved in 
the residential side of  life on WIU’s 
campus for 23+ years. 

“I have always thought residence 
halls are real, living, breathing things. 
They are not just four walls and a 
roof; not just a place to eat and study,” 
he said. “Our halls have certainly 
been much more than those things. 
They have given birth to inspiration 
and dreams, and watched some of  
them shattered as well. They’ve 
started careers. People met their future 
spouses and forever friends. First loves 
were found. Students figured out what 

they wanted to do with their lives [at 
least some did]. Our halls have given 
us nurses, polices officers, firefighters, 
teachers, and business leaders. 
They’ve housed individuals who have 
gone on to tremendous successes over 
their course of  their life. Students 
made foolish mistakes and learned 
from them. Sadly, some even died 
within our halls. Life and learning 

Seal Hall under construction

Grote protest
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happen and the world is a better place 
for it.”

On the eve of  the Higgins Hall 
implosion weekend in early July 2017, 
Biernbaum reminisced about housing 
at WIU in the 1960s.

“When Higgins was born, there 
were house phones instead of  cell 
phones. Residents gathered in the 
lounge for various community events 
instead of  being tethered together 
though social media. Television sets 
were a luxury, not an expectation. 
Those televisions had three channels, 
not 300,” he said. “Students ate 
together as a floor in the dining 
room (and had food fights) instead 
of  getting take out and going back to 

their single rooms. There were panty 
raids and various other shenanigans. 
Streaking and curfews and dress codes 
were commonplace; things today we 
would never dream of  dealing with or 
implementing.”

Garry Johnson, vice president 
emeritus for student services at WIU, 
came to WIU in 1980 as the director 
of  residence life. 

“When I came here from the 
University of  Missouri-Columbia, 
I was surprised how advanced the 
use of  technology was in what was 
then called Student Residential 
Programs,” Johnson said. “Dr. Dale 
Meador was a master of  finding new 
ways to use our existing technology 

in everyday operations and student 
recruitment.”

Johnson noted that WIU’s 
residential programs have been 
trendsetters over the years. For 
example, because of  Western’s 
seamless move-in process, many 
universities across the nation have 
developed similar processes because 
former WIU housing staff  bring 
that experience with them. Johnson 
continued his many years of  move-in 
experience this year as a volunteer 
during Move-In Weekend Aug. 18. 

During his time at Western, 
which spanned nearly 20 years, 
Johnson provided guidance and 
sage advice to hundreds of  future 
housing professionals (see page 18 
for “What I Know Now” featuring 
Johnson’s words of  wisdom). Student 
Services, UHDS (University Housing 
and Dining Services) and the CSP 
(College Student Personnel) Program 
have turned out a significant number 
of  housing professionals over the 
years who have gone on to do great 
work on college campuses across the 
country. 

Phyllis McCluskey-Titus ‘79 MS 
’81, who lived in Wetzel for two 

Students Stage Panty Raids

Panty raiders, men students of  Western, swarmed into Grote 
Hall, a sorority house, and one women’s rooming house last 
night. At two other sorority houses they failed to gain entrance.

The window in a third-floor fire escape door and a kitchen 
window were broken at Grote Hall.

At the sorority house which the students entered, the 
supervisor floored one raider with a chair, and her husband 
smacked another with the butt of  a gun as he tried to climb in a 
window. This offense routed the invaders.

Some coeds taunted the attacking parties and invited them to 
break in. Other girls armed themselves with whatever weapons 
could be improvised.

City and state police, sheriff ’s officers, and city firemen were 
called, and they restored order by about 1 a.m. The situation had 
been out of  hand for about two hours.

Tear gas was used to disperse men students, described by 
police as “running wild” through Grote Hall ... 

Reports on the number of men involved ranged from 50 to 200.

–Macomb Journal, May 23, 1952

Tanner-Bayliss-Henninger-Wetzel

Grote Hall sunbathers
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A current residence hall room

years, followed by a two-year stint as 
a resident assistant in Higgins, and 
eventually serving as an assistant 
hall director in Tanner, said living 
on campus was “the most amazing 
experience.”

“I met nearly all of  my very 
good friends [to this day] by living 
and working in campus residence 
halls, and living on campus even got 
me started on a career in housing/
student affairs that I never knew 
existed when I came to campus in 
1975,” McCluskey-Titus, a professor 
in the college student personnel 
administration graduate program at 
Illinois State University, added. 

When she lived 
in Wetzel in the late 
1970s, it was the 
University’s newest 
hall. It had air 
conditioning, carpeted 
rooms and was co-ed, 
with men living on 
the north side of  the 
building and women 
on the south side. 

 “We had a lot of  
activities including 
floor parties [with 
kegs and grain alcohol 
punch], Wetzel 
Week and Welcome 
Week that had trivia 
and dance contests, 
window painting, talent 
shows, volleyball, basketball, 
tug of  war competitions, 
and outside barbecues,” she 
reminisced. “There was a 
real sense of  community as 
we walked across Q-Lot for 
classes in the cold and very 
snowy 1970s winters [literally 
NO ONE had cars back then] 
… we walked everywhere! 

“We all shared ‘party lines’ 
with the hard-wired phones in 
our rooms and had to make plans to 
meet up for meals as the cafeteria was 
open only certain times and each floor 
had their designated tables where 
everyone ate together,” she added. 

 It was McClusky-Titus’ graduate 
assistant supervisor in Higgins, 
when she was serving as an RA, 
who suggested she might want to 
think about a career as a housing 

professional, something McCluskey-
Titus said she had never considered. 
Upon enrolling in the CSP program 
at WIU, she became the assistant 
hall director, and during her first year 
in 1979, McClusky-Titus and hall 
director Lisa Schulte were the only 
two women in the hall. 

“After a semester closure, Tanner 
had reopened late in Summer 1979, 
with an overflow of freshmen male 
students … all assigned to Tanner. 
It was a challenging year with a lot 
of  discipline cases and vandalism, 
but the staff  grew close and worked 
hard together,” she recalled. “I try to 
instill in my graduate students a love 
of  working in campus residence halls. 
There are opportunities for learning 
and growth by living on-campus that 
are unmatched in other experiences.” 

Tanner-Bayliss-Henninger-Wetzel

Higgins Hall under construction



Higgins Hall

Memories of

24  Western Magazine| Fall 2017  



The Western campus in those 
days would hardly be recognizable 
to today’s students. Housing was 
somewhat of  a hodge-podge affair 
with a majority of  students living 
off  campus in private homes. 
There was but one dormitory 
and that was for ladies only, 
named Monroe (Grote) Hall. 

The first men’s dorm, Seal Hall, was 
a few years away, which brings up an 

unusual arrangement designed 
to accommodate some athletes. 
Western had purchased and 
moved three Army barracks 
from Camp Ellis, an Army 
camp located near Macomb 
between the towns of  Table 
Grove and Ipava. The Army had 
used that camp during World War 
II and at one time accommodated 
several thousand German war 
prisoners.

But at Western in the mid-
1950s, the barracks were used to 
house members of the football and 
basketball teams. Designated as 
Barracks 1, 2, and 3, the first two 
were assigned mainly to the football 
team and Barracks 3 was for the 
basketball players. The barracks were 
located adjacent to Morgan Gym, 
with a small front porch facing the 
sidewalk leading to the student 
union. Primitive comes fairly 
close to describing the make-up of  
the establishments. The college 
merely built eight-foot high 
partitions walling off spaces 10 

feet by 15 feet, and each space would 
accommodate two people. The bunk 

beds came with the barracks 
from the Army camp. There 
was a community john and 
shower at one end and one 
centrally located ceiling heater. 
There was no air conditioning, 
but each room had a window. 
Winter time 
saw some very 
interesting 
developments 
as the end 
rooms, far 
away from the 
heater, had 
vastly different 
temperatures than 
the rooms near 

the heater. Needless to 
say, there were a few 

confrontations regarding whether to turn 
the thermostat up or down.

Can you imagine what life was 
like some nights with everyone tucked 
in, and most everyone still awake and 
the only thing separating a person 
was that pencil thin plywood partition 
that only stretched eight feet high? 
Privacy was an afterthought. And 
if  there was a poker game in one of  
the rooms, it might as well, from a 
noise stand point, been in all of  the 
rooms. Somehow the movie “Animal 
House” comes to mind. One incident 
describes the kind of  togetherness that 
life in the barracks tended to construe. 
Depicting it here cannot possibly do 
justice to actually being there. But one 
evening a rarity occurred. Everyone 
was in bed. Someone made a sound 
that was intended to be a jungle noise. 
Then a second noise and a third. 
Eventually, everyone was participating 
in a symphony of  jungle noise. It was 
hilarious for about 15 minutes, but as 
reported above, you had to be there. 

However, there were a few perks 
to living in the barracks. The rent was 
unbelievably reasonable, as it was 
approximately $10 a month and the 
location was great for checking out 
the ladies who had to walk the nearby 
sidewalk to get to the student union. 

---
* Editor’s Note: Following WWII, 

numerous veterans came to WIU to continue, or 
begin, their education. In order to house a large 
number of  male students, President Frank Beu 
acquired three Army barracks. The barracks 
were reassembled on campus behind Monroe 
(later called Grote) Hall. By the end of  1946, 
10 other barracks buildings were placed on the 
southwest corner of  campus, where Corbin-
Olson stand today. Divided into apartments 
that were primarily for married students, those 
barracks were eventually known as “Veterans 
Village.”

Pictured from top: Monroe Hall, 
East Village, Seal Hall, Olson Hall

By Marshall E. Stoner BS ‘56 MS.Ed. ‘60*
Campus Life in the Barracks

Memories of
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May 1911: Plans underway for the 
first women’s residence hall.

1943: The Monroe Hall Annex, 
located at 907 W. Adams St., opened.

Summer 1946: Veteran’s Village, 
which was originally comprised of  
three former Army barracks from 
Camp Cutler in Michigan, was first 
established behind Monroe Hall to 
house male students. Ten additional 
barracks from Missouri and Louisiana 
were acquired and placed where Corbin 
and Olson now stand. The additional 
barracks were divided into small 
apartments to primarily house married 
students. The rent was $28.50 a month.

1947: Monroe Hall’s name was 
changed to Grote Hall in honor of  
Caroline Grote, and an addition was 
built.

1949: A new wing was built on to 
Grote Hall, providing 28 double-
occupancy rooms.

1954: Seal Hall was built as a first 
residence hall for men on the site of  

the old football field. 
This was the marker 
of  the now two 
standing residence 
halls that comprised 
WIU’s on-campus 
housing. Each 
resident paid $60 per 
quarter.

Summer 1958: 
The “barracks” are 
demolished.

Summer 1958: 
Bennett and Hursh 
complex opened, 
housing 176 women 
and 128 men, 
respectively. The 
residence hall system 
had begun to grow 
and flourish.

1959: Inter-Hall Council founded. 
The council was comprised of  
representatives from each hall, and 
was responsible for some of  housing 
policies on campus.

1960: The first modern married housing 
complex, University Village, was 
completed at a cost of $225,000. When 
the 31 one-bedroom apartment building 
opened, Veteran’s Village was demolished.

September 1962: Corbin Hall was 
erected during the building boom of  
President A.L. Knoblauch’s tenure. 
The eight-story hall, named for Mabel 
L. Corbin, cost $2.8 million and was 
move-in ready for 800 female students.

1963: Lincoln and Washington 
halls, aka the “twin towers,” were 
completed. The 14-story buildings 
held 1,014 male students.

1965: Olson Hall, once referred to as 
“Corbin’s Twin,” was completed in 
1965, at a cost of  $3 million. Named 
for Corbin’s close friend, Blenda 
Olson, it housed 602 women. While 
still under construction, Olson Hall 
was dedicated Nov. 22, 1964.

1966: Bayliss and Henninger halls 
are completed at the northeast corner 
of  campus. Bayliss housed 507 men, 
while Henninger housed 507 women. 
Together they cost $5.7 million.

Excerpts from “First Century: A Pictorial History of Western Illinois University” 
by English Professor Emeritus John E. Hallwas

A Look Back at Housing History

Monroe Hall Annex

Bennett and Hursh move-in
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1966: East Village, a 74-unit 
apartment building for married 
students, was completed. It was 
dedicated May 18, 1968.

Fall 1966: Construction began on the 
$7.3 million 20-story Higgins Hall, a 
residence hall for women. Higgins was 
built on the seventh hole of  the old golf  
course. Higgins opened in Fall 1967.

Fall 1968: Tanner Hall opened. The 
16-story building cost $6.75 million. 
A barrier kept the male and female 
wings separate.

Fall 1969: Thompson Hall opened. 
The $6.5 million building housed 
1,234 men and women in separate 
wings on 19 floors.

September 1970: The 13-story 
Wetzel Hall opened, housing 824 men 
and women.

Fall 1970: Lamoine Village, a 
232-unit married housing complex 
opened.

1971: The first truly co-ed residence 
hall was the predominantly female 

Higgins Hall, which set aside a few 
floors for men.

1972/1973: Grote Hall closed.

1975: An open cafeteria proposal 
was written by Inter-Hall Council to 
allow residents to eat in any cafeteria 
on campus. Previously, students were 
restricted to dining in the hall in 
which they resided.

1991: Grote Hall was demolished.

1993: Bennett, Hursh, Lincoln, and 
Washington halls closed.

Fall 1995: After extensive 
renovations, Lincoln and Washington 
halls reopened to offer single-
occupancy rooms.

1998: Hursh Hall was demolished.

2004: The new Caroline Grote Hall 
opened on the site of  the former 
Bennett Hall.

Fall 2009: Tanner Hall became a 
First Year Experience residence hall.

Fall 2009: Wetzel Hall was taken 
off-line.

Summer 2010: Lamoine Village 
building one taken off-line.

May 2012: Lamoine Village 
buildings two and three taken off-line.

July 14, 2012: Wetzel Hall 
demolished by implosion.

August 2012: Corbin and Olson 
halls reopen after an extensive two-
year renovation project.

May 2013: Higgins Hall taken off-
line.

Summer 2013: Thompson Hall 
undergoes renovations.

Spring 2015: East Village taken off-
line.

Spring 2017: East Village 
demolished.

July 2017: Higgins Hall demolished 
by implosion.

Lincoln and Washington
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Patrick Magoon’s view from his 
office window in downtown Chicago 
is just a bit different than the view 
he had looking out of  the windows 
of  Higgins Hall during his days as a 
student at Western Illinois University.

The WIU sociology alumnus 
has devoted his entire professional 
career to one of  the top children’s 
hospitals in the country, Ann & 
Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital 
of  Chicago. Over the last 40 years, 
Magoon has worked his way up 
and, for the past two decades, has 
served as the hospital’s president 
and CEO. Under his leadership, the 
number of  children served by the 
hospital has increased by more than 
50 percent to nearly 200,000 a year, 
and the research funding from the 
National Institutes of  Health has 
more than quadrupled. The hospital 
has consistently appeared on the 
U.S. News & World Report’s list of  
top children’s hospitals in the nation 
and was the first children’s hospital 
in the country to receive the Magnet 
Hospital designation by the American 
Nurses Credentialing Center, the most 
prestigious recognition of  nursing 
excellence.

It was a referral from his high 
school counselor at Wheeling (IL) 
High School that led Magoon to 
Western. But he decided instead 
to begin his collegiate career at 
Southern Illinois University’s School 
of  Architecture and Construction. 
After one trimester, he found himself  
short on funds, so he moved back 
home. Little did he know, some 
short-term jobs would ultimately 
lead him to the helm of  a major 
children’s hospital. While at home 
earning money to return to school, 

he spent six months on an assembly 
line at TV Manufacturers of  America. 
His drafting skills soon led him to a 
position at a private steel mill. After 
18 months of  working and taking 
courses at a community college, 
Magoon finally made his way to 
Western Illinois University. 

“I didn’t take your typical route, 
straight through school. It was more a 
matter of  figuring out what I wanted 
to pursue and how to finance my 
education,” he said. “The thing I 
liked most about Western was the 
culture of  learning and the people, 
the professors who would spend time 
with you after class, who would invite 
you to their house for dinner to talk 
through projects. I didn’t see that 
anywhere else. Western was a good fit 
for me. In retrospect, it gave me what 
I needed intellectually and it prepared 
me well for the development of  my 
career.”

Outside the classroom, he worked 
for the City of  Macomb Water 
Department, where he redrafted the 
city’s water system. He also tied in 
some agriculture courses to a job at 
the Jennings Sale Barn, where he 
tagged and sorted livestock during 
weekly cattle auctions.

“I was looking for courses to take 
at the end of  my college career to 
beef  up my GPA in order to get into 
graduate school so I took courses in 
the School of  Agriculture around land 
use planning,” he said. “That really 
piqued my interest and caused me to 
start thinking about what I wanted 
to do in graduate school, so I started 
looking at urban planning programs.”

Figuring out his next step after 
Western was a fairly simple decision. 
Magoon knew there were three strong 

urban planning schools at that time: 
Berkley, Arizona and the University 
of  Illinois at Chicago. While 
applying to all three schools, he also 
applied for a research assistantship, 
and it was UIC that offered him 
that opportunity. While there, he 
was lucky enough to work with 
urbanologist Pierre deVise, who was 
the City of  Chicago planner. deVise 
had a strong reputation, so when it 
came time for Magoon to shop his 
resume around, it was his work with 
deVise that garnered the attention of  
prospective employers.

It was also while at UIC, Magoon 
came to know a professor whose 
wife worked in Children’s Memorial 
Hospital’s personnel department. 
From that connection, he learned the 
hospital was looking for a student to 
take on their planning projects. 

“It was the typical piece of  paper 
with cutoffs at the bottom with the 
phone number. So I pulled one off. I 
interviewed and I got the job here and 
I used that for my master’s project and 
my master’s internship,” he said. 

After completing the internship, 
Magoon was offered and accepted 
a job with a regional health systems 
planning agency in Peoria. But the 
children’s hospital’s CEO told him 
that they had a lot of  projects that he 
could work on and asked him if  he’d 
be willing to stay on for a while. In 
the end, Magoon declined the Peoria 
offer and stayed in the Windy City. 

“I didn’t see myself  staying at 
the hospital when I first started,” 
he said. “I initially worked on long-
range planning projects and then 
got into operational activities, such 
as overseeing the in-house laundry 
service.”

For the Kids
By Amanda Shoemaker MS ‘11 and Brad Bainter ‘79 MS ‘83

Patrick Magoon Leads One of Nation’s Top Children’s Hospitals
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Before Magoon came on board, 
the hospital employed 21 people in 
laundry services, from individuals 
who dry cleaned doctors’ lab coats to 
seamstresses who repaired surgical 
drapes, as well as patients’ stuffed 
animals that were torn. 

“My responsibility was to 
outsource that laundry as we were 
working on an expansion project. It 
was a delicate balance between the 
business side of  planning and the 
human side of  it,” Magoon said. 
“How do you find new positions 
within the organization for 21 people, 

many with minimal education? 
During that process I learned valuable 
lessons that are still with me today.”

Over time, he picked up 
more responsibilities within 
the organization. Years into his 
professional career, Magoon had 
reached a point where he was looking 
for opportunities elsewhere. It was 
at that time that the hospital CEO 
decided to leave and the hospital 
board chair asked Magoon if  he 
would serve as interim CEO. 

“I said I’d be happy to do it, 
but only if  I was considered as a 

candidate for the position,” recalled 
Magoon. 

He began his tenure as the interim 
CEO in November 1997 and took 
over full responsibility one month 
later. When Magoon took over at the 
helm, the hospital was losing about 
$1.5 million a month. 

To turn the business around, 
Magoon established three simple 
principles that he believed 
are inherent in all successful 
organizations. First is a clear vision 
and a well-articulated plan to achieve 
it. Magoon initiated a planning 
process, engaging board members, 
hospital leaders and supporters to 
establish priorities that were mission, 
market and margin driven. Second is 
the development of  a financial plan to 
support strategy execution. 

“Lastly is the development of  a 
leadership team with a mandate that 
their actions must be consistent with 
the culture we wanted to create,” 
Magoon explained. “It took about 
three years, but we were able to 
achieve the financial turnaround 
necessary for the hospital’s success.” 

While Magoon and his team were 
investing in programs and recruiting 
talented employees, they ran into 
a unique situation: the hospital 
didn’t have the capacity to serve the 
demand. They were routinely refusing 
transports of  children at the Lincoln 
Park location, which was comprised 
of  about six buildings, one of  which 
was constructed in the early 1900s. 

“We quickly realized that it wasn’t 
economical to modify the existing 
hospital buildings to give them a 
footprint substantial enough for the 
demand that was out there,” he said. 
“We had to build a new hospital.”

So Magoon entered into a 
significant planning process with the 
board. They benchmarked against 
the best children’s hospitals in the 
country to learn what was different 
about those hospitals compared to 
Children’s Memorial in Chicago. 

“If  you looked at the top 10 
children’s hospitals in the country, 
most were on the campus of  a 
medical school partner. We were three 

Magoon with patient Bridget Evans who is now an employee of the Ann 
& Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago. Evans’ older brother, 
Ryan (not pictured), majored in political science at WIU. 
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Magoon with Lurie Children’s employees at the closing of Children’s Memorial on moving day, June 9, 2012.

miles away from our partner and 
while that may not seem far, it does 
make a huge difference when you are 
trying to recruit the best and brightest 
physicians and scientists,” Magoon 
explained.

They decided the best location for 
the new hospital was on the campus 
of  their medical school partner 
Northwestern University Feinberg 
School of  Medicine. 

“The hospital is the pediatric 
training ground for Feinberg and our 
physicians are on faculty there,” he 
said. 

Work soon began on a financial 
plan, which included a $600 million 
philanthropic campaign. After seven 
years of  extensive planning, the 

hospital moved to its new building 
and was renamed Ann & Robert H. 
Lurie Children’s Hospital of  Chicago.

“The hospital’s new name is in 
honor of  a transformational gift 
from philanthropist Ann Lurie, 
whose intention was to facilitate 
the metamorphosis of  a good 
organization into an excellent one,” 
explained Magoon. 

When one walks around the 
building, Magoon said you can easily 
see what makes the facility unique, 
including the fingerprints of  civic 
leaders, cultural institutions and over 
250,000 donors who contributed to 
the campaign. 

“What you see in this building 
is the coming together of  that 

community support and civic 
pride. It was never really about the 
building, but the promise of  what it 
represented,” he said. “We are able to 
treat more children and leverage the 
strengths of  the medical school and 
our institution to recruit specialists 
such as Dr. Aimen Shaaban, one 
of  the few fetal surgeons in the 
country,” Magoon said. “Being near 
the medical school and the synergies 
that creates, we also are able to 
conduct more cutting-edge research, 
which allows us to advance pediatric 
medicine.” 

Along with a better location on 
the campus of  their medical school 
partner, Lurie Children’s increased its 
clinical capacity by 30 percent, going 
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from 240 beds to 288 beds currently. 
Now undergoing further inpatient 
expansion, the hospital plans to 
operate 360 beds by Summer 2019. 

It took many groups, workers and 
volunteers to design and complete the 
new hospital. Magoon enlisted the 
help of  both the kids’ and parents’ 
hospital advisory boards to generate 
ideas of  what they wanted to see in 
the new hospital. The next step was to 
recruit Bruce Komiske, currently the 
vice president of  new hospital design 
and construction at Erlanger Health 
System, to oversee the entire project, 
including the design. 

“Early on, we decided that we 
wanted to create a unique, child-
friendly environment to distract 
children and adults alike from the 
stress of  coming to the hospital,” he 
explained. “The families and the kids 
really helped us with that. 

“We also engaged the major 
cultural institutions in Chicago to help 
create a welcoming and nurturing 
environment that represents the 
history and vibrancy of  this great 
city,” Magoon said. “As you walk 
in, you’ll see a display of  near life-
size models of  a mother humpback 
whale and her calf  donated by the 
Shedd Aquarium. Another floor was 
‘adopted’ by the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra and Lookinglass Theatre 
Company, and patients and guests 
can view a beautiful exhibit inspired 
by the production of  ‘Peter and the 
Wolf,’ a classic children’s story. There 
is even an actual firetruck, donated by 
Pierce Manufacturing, modified to be 
accessible for children of  all abilities,” 
Magoon said. “It is truly an amazing 
place.” 

Four years of  planning to move 
the children from the old hospital to 
the new downtown facility came to 
fruition on June 9, 2012. By law, the 
Lincoln Park hospital had to remain 
open as a fully-functional hospital 
until the very last patient left it. 

“When we were moving our 
patients out, people from the 
neighborhood were standing on 
the street applauding. It was an 
incredibly emotional day. You could 

Chicago philanthropist Ann Lurie and Magoon at celebratory events 
leading to the opening of the new hospital named in honor of Ms. 
Lurie’s transformational gift. Ms. Lurie donated $100 million to the 
new hospital.
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The Lurie Children’s Hospital (at right) 
includes near life-size models of a mother 
humpback whale and her calf (below left) 
and an actual firetruck modified to be 
accessible for children of all abilities (below 
right).

It is truly amazing. 
       

— Pat Magoon

“ ”
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feel the excitement and energy of  the 
new hospital coming to life. It was 
also bittersweet to say goodbye to 
Children’s Memorial, where many 
of  us had spent our entire careers,” 
remembered Magoon. “I was so 
proud of  the staff  as everyone came 
together after years of  planning 
to make sure that all our patients 
were transported safely. It was a 
momentous occasion.”

Over the course of  14 hours on 
that day in June 126 critically ill 
patients were successfully moved to 
the new Lurie Children’s downtown 
location. The city of  Chicago also 
took action. Major buildings in the 
city changed their lights to blue to 
welcome the children to the new 

hospital location, and the Chicago 
Police and Fire Departments were on 
hand to help. 

So what exactly does it take 
to run one of  the top children’s 
hospitals in the nation? Many hats 
and a lot of  flexibility. On any given 
day, one can find Magoon working 
on community relations, strategic 
planning, philanthropy campaigns, 
and the next he may be advocating for 
children’s health care in Springfield or 
Washington, DC. 

“When you think about it, our job 
is really simple. As advocates for kids, 
we want to clear the road so they have 
every opportunity to be successful. 
When we debate the state or federal 
budget, our decision-making must be 

guided by what is best for children,” 
Magoon stressed. 

As a national leader in advocacy 
for children’s health, Magoon has 
undertaken key roles in both federal 
and state arenas on issues such 
as Medicaid reform for medically 
complex children, graduate medical 
education, pediatric research and 
child safety. He is past chair of  the 
Board of  Trustees for the National 
Association of  Children’s Hospitals 
and Related Institutions/National 
Association of  Children’s Hospitals 
(now called Children’s Hospital 
Association), and past chair of  the 
Board of  Trustees for the Illinois 
Hospital Association.

Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s 
Hospital of Chicago 
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Magoon with Lurie Children’s patients

Looking back on his 40-year career 
with the hospital, Magoon recalls 
when he first really “got” what made 
the place so special. 

“While volunteering at the 
hospital’s annual telethon very early 
on in my career, I asked one of  the 
other volunteers why he was involved 
that day. He told me that he had a 
daughter who was treated for a brain 
tumor at the hospital. While she had 

passed away, he said this was the one 
day he could give back to the place 
where she received extraordinary care 
and that he looked forward to it every 
day,” Magoon remembered. “His 
passion was powerful. For me, that 
was a wake-up call. I realized that to 
be a part of  this organization is an 
honor and a privilege.” 
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Edith Garcia, junior recreation, park and tourism 
administration major

Student   SpotlightStudent   Spotlight
“Grow with the flow.” I remind 

myself  of  this everyday. I have 
encountered countless opportunities 
working with dedicated professors 
who continue to push me everyday 
and guide me through memorable 
events. My name is Edith Garcia, a 
junior, majoring in recreation, park 
and tourism administration (RPTA), 
with a minor in event planning, at 
Western Illinois University. I’m from 
Maywood, IL, a suburb northwest of  
Chicago. I’m from a family of  five. 
I have two older siblings, a younger 
sister and my mother, who keeps us 
sane. I am the first of  my family to 
attend a four-year university, and I 
couldn’t be more proud to call myself  
a Leatherneck. 

Thinking back to my college 
options … I really didn’t have a list, 
nor did I visit Western once before 

attending. I liked the distance and the 
variety of  programs it offered. My 
first year at Western I transitioned 
well, even though it was my first time 
out of  my hometown. As I started 
planning my schedule with the help 
of  my adviser Keri Allison ’00 MS 
’04, and looking at courses to take 
for my first semester, I took my first 
recreation, park and tourism class 
which was “Intro to Leisure” with 
Dr. (Jeremy) Robinett and my interest 
for this topic immediately grew. 
Personally, I wasn’t aware that RPTA 
could be a major option, but I’m 
glad that found my passion at such 
an early time of  my college career. 
Through the RPTA department, I 
have been given several opportunities 
to enhance my networking skills and 
leadership roles. Dr. (Dan) Yoder, 
chair of  the department, has given me 

lifetime experiences and one of  them 
is speaking at conferences, on behalf  
of  students, to Western alumni to help 
raise money for scholarships. 

Along with Dr. Yoder and RPTA 
professors, I was able to receive the 
mentor scholarship, which is not 
only financially a great help, but also 
having Laura Barron ’81 as a mentor 
to inform me more about the industry 
is so beneficial. I have also been 
awarded the 2017 RPTA Developing 
Scholar, which I am extremely 
fortunate to have been chosen 
for. This past year, I took on the 
position of  president for the Student 
Recreation Society, as well as received 
an induction for Rho Phi Lambda. 
Currently, I work as a student worker 
for the RPTA department and this 
past summer, I decided to take a step 
away from the Aquatics side, which 
I was a part of  for five summers, and 
became a camp counselor for the 
Elmhurst Park District. 

Enrolling in the Centennial 
Honors College didn’t seem to be my 
cup of  tea. I was afraid that I would 
fail and just thinking about Honors 
courses quite frankly frightened me. 
Luckily, Dr. (Paul) Schlag, being the 
amazing influence that he is, gave me 
a run through of  what the Honors 
College has to offer. Many students, 
including myself, have a notion that 
the courses will be extremely hard and 
they will have so much more work. 
In reality the “extra work” that is 
given gives the individual the ability 
to work one-on-one with the professor 
and the field of  work. Enrolling as 
an Honors student has pushed me to 

Garcia at the Professional Development Conference, where she recieved 
the Developing Scholar award. L-r: RPTA Instructor Jennie Hemingway, 
Associate Professor Minsun Doh and Department Chair Dan Yoder. 
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think outside the box and proceed to 
challenge myself.

I’ve always liked the idea of  
leading and influencing others to a 
better future, and being a peer mentor 
for First Year Experience students has 
allowed me to further my leadership 
skills. I continue to be a peer mentor 
because I want students to be 
informed about what Western has to 
offer. I want to influence others to use 
their resources and to take advantage 
of  their time in college. It can be 
hard to transition to being away from 
home and easy to pick up bad habits. 
It is important, as a peer mentor, to 
guide them and be their extra push 
to succeed. This fall, I am continuing 
to serve as a peer mentor, and I am 
also a peer mentor facilitator. I am 
working with new and returning PMs 
and giving them tips to succeed in 
their role as a mentor.

Western has been the farthest 
distance I have been away from 
my family, but I can honestly say 
that over the past two years it has 

become my home away from home. 
Along with the many memorable 
achievements that have shaped my 
college experience here at Western, 
being a part of  Lambda Theta Alpha 
Latin Sorority, Inc. is definitely one 
of  the best. The bond I have with my 
sorority sisters is one that can’t be 
replaced and I am lucky to have found 
my support system during my hardest 
battles. Within the organization, I 
hold the positions of  academic chair 
and treasurer, which are leadership 
roles that I cannot wait to learn from. 
I am proud to say that I am part 
of  the FIRST Latin sorority in the 
nation!

I am truly grateful for all the 
opportunities I have received this far. I 
wouldn’t be where I am today without 
the help of  professors, mentors, 
friends and the WIU community. 
Most importantly, a huge thank you 
to the RPTA department staff  who 
have made me feel right at home. 
Let’s go Necks! 



38  Western Magazine| Fall 2017  

Leatherneck

Athletics
In late April, WIU baseball held 

its annual alumni weekend, but rainy 
weather forced the Leathernecks to 
cancel the final two games of the series. 
The weather didn’t stop the alumni from 
getting together, sharing stories and 
honoring Coach Dick Pawlow. 

“I think it’s great. With Connie 
[Kowal] ’74 organizing the weekend; he’s 
doing an outstanding job. You need one 
guy who really pushes it,” said Pawlow. “I 
tried to get our ’74 team so we could have 
gotten together for our 25th anniversary, 
but we didn’t have anyone to organize it 
at that time. We mentioned it to Connie, 
and he said ‘I’ll get it going.’ When we 
came back for the 40th reunion, it was so 
good seeing those guys.”

When Pawlow retired from 
coaching Western Illinois baseball 
in 1998, following 29 seasons, 
Leatherneck Athletics lost one of  the 
longest-tenured coaches in any sport 
in department history. 

Replacing a legendary coach himself, 
when he took over for Hall of Famer 
Guy Ricci in 1970, Pawlow began a 
career that wound up with him receiving 
the highest distinction bestowed to 

a coach, administrator, supporter or 
student-athlete—an induction into the 
Leatherneck Hall of Fame in 2004.

He coached six All-Americans, 20 
professional players and established 
numerous records before retiring from 
his 29-year career. Pawlow recorded 
his 500th win with the Leathernecks 
April 23, 1995, in a 2-1 victory over 
Valparaiso, and earned his 600th 
collegiate win April 5, 1998, in a 5-0 
victory over Oral Roberts. His 608 
wins, part of  a 608-599 career record 
that spanned 33 years in collegiate 
baseball, rank among the Top 100 
NCAA Division I coaches. 

“At the time, I was at St. Joseph’s in 
Rensselaer, IN. I was the head baseball 
coach, assistant football coach, head 
freshman basketball coach and assistant 
varsity basketball coach, and I taught in 
the kinesiology department. I was there 
for four years, and I thought I was there 
for 20,” said Pawlow. “That last summer 
in 1969, I got the job in Springfield, 
which was the CICL Summer League. 
When I got that job, I found out that 
Guy Ricci, who was the head baseball 
coach at Western at that time, wanted 

to be the basketball coach. And he was 
actually going to give up the baseball job 
even if  he didn’t get the basketball job, 
which he did get, and the baseball job 
opened. The commissioner of the CICL 
at that time told me the job at Western 
was open, so I applied. 

“They invited me for an interview 
and I was so impressed with the 
campus, because at that time all the 
new buildings were coming up and just 
about completed. And it’s still is one of  
the most beautiful campuses in Illinois. 
That sold me. About three weeks after 
the interview, they called me and asked 
if  I wanted the job,” said Pawlow.

His first year at Western, Pawlow 
adjusted to his new duties as a baseball-
only coach and teaching in kinesiology.

“Anytime you go into a new place 
it’s tough. You don’t know anyone. 
My assistant was Soccer Coach John 
MacKenzie; he was with soccer in the 
fall and couldn’t join us until the winter, 
and I didn’t have a graduate assistant. I 
went out there for the first day because 
we indicated we were going to have 
tryouts. We had over 100 people try out 
during my first year. I got it organized 
and I had my players who played for 
me in the summer time. I organized the 
tryout camp for three days. We cut to 
50 and eventually to 30.”

From 1970-98, Pawlow saw Western 
move from Division II to the NCAA 
Division I ranks. His 545 victories are 
double the amount of wins from the 
next closest coach, and he finished with 
(and still holds) the second-best winning 
percentage all-time.

Pawlow has many great memories 
from his time at Western, but two 
years stand out the most. In 1974, 
the Leathernecks advanced to the 

Dick Pawlow: A Home Run Coach
By Patrick Osterman, WIU Athletics
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championship game of  the NCAA 
Mid-East Regional at Valparaiso, losing 
1-0 in extra innings in a game that 
would have sent WIU to the NCAA 
Division II College World Series. 
He calls that team one of  the most 
complete ball clubs ever. The 31 wins 
in 1974 (31-12) were the most wins in 
WIU history, a mark that stood for 32 
years until the 2006 team went 32-32.

“It started to come together; the 
first two years (1970-71) we were 
right around .500. In 1972, we started 
coming; in ’73, we got better; then, 
1974 all pieced together with the new 
freshmen and the juniors, as well 
as the seniors’ leadership. Records 
started being kept for baseball in 
1902 or 1904, so that’s 115 years. To 
set 22 records in one season is just 
outstanding. I don’t know of  any 
other team that has done that. That 
team was the most complete team I’ve 
ever had coaching, teaching or playing 
with, even in pro ball.”

“The pitching staff  had three basic 
starters. We played one on Friday and 
two on Saturday, and we’d come back 
and play one on Tuesday or Wednesday. 
So you really only needed three starters 
and about four or five relievers,” he said.

Ed Gvazdinskas ’74 and Denny 
Mantick ’77 from the 1974 team 
joined Pawlow in the Western Illinois 
Athletics Hall of  Fame.

According to Pawlow, Gvazdinskas 
was 13-0 heading into the playoffs 
with 12 complete games and ERA 
of 2.00. Don Brodt ’76 was 9-1 and 
pitched eight complete games. Bill 

Sykora was 7-3 and had five complete 
games. Those three combined for a 
29-6 record that year and 25 complete 
games.

“You don’t have pitchers complete 
games anymore,” said Pawlow. “So we 
had pitching, then defense was around 
.960 (fielding percentage), the team 
(batting) average was .312 with nine guys 
hitting over .300. Mantick, who is a Hall 
of Famer, was .391, Greg Palka ’75 hit 
.351 and Connie Kowal .321. You take 
power, we had 593 total bases, while the 
opposition had 407. To show the power, 
we had 63 doubles, which also showed 
our speed. So the speed, we had 136 
stolen bases and the competition had 22. 

“When you have pitching, 
when you have defense, when you 
have power, and you have all those 
ingredients in a team, I never felt like 
I felt that year when I went to the 
ballpark,” admitted Pawlow. “Because 
I knew even if  our hitting wasn’t that 
good, our defense wasn’t going to 
give them anything and our pitching 
wasn’t going to give them anything. 
I know we didn’t go to the World 
Series, but I don’t know if  there’ll ever 
be a better team as that 1974 team.”

Pawlow noted some other 
highlights during his WIU career.

• “The 1984 team—they were the 
second-best team as far as percentage 
wise in won-loss record. They say if  
you have one outstanding team in 10 
years you should be grateful. So that 
was two in 20 and a couple of  others 
were close.”

• “We had a game at Louisville we 

lost 28-26. There were 17 home runs, 
11 by them and 6 by us. The wind was 
blowing so strong out to centerfield. 
I’ve never seen a game like that.”

• “Mike Mohr from Macomb 
played three years. We were playing 
St. Louis one afternoon at home. He 
hit four consecutive home runs to left 
center. It looked like the same one 
every time. He had a chance to break it 
(the record) but flew out his last at-bat.”

• “Jim Morsovillo ’97 MS ’99 
played in every game we had in four 
years he was there (167 games). He 
was one and two and three in a lot 
of  offensive categories when he was 
done.”

• “We had a good pitching staff. 
We were able to develop and build 
pitchers that stood up and lasted. 
Brian Quinn ’98 had a lot of  innings 
pitched and wins. Kent Murphy 
’89 is a Hall of  Famer, he was an 
outstanding left-handed pitcher. We 
had 4-5 good players from the middle 
80s to early 90s but lost them the 
following year when they left for the 
draft.”

• “(Fellow Hall of  Famer) Brad 
Owens, if  he would have stayed 
at Western there would have been 
records no one would have broken.”

Since retirement, Pawlow and his 
wife, Fran, have stayed active. From 
playing golf  three to four days a week, 
working on their yard and a lot of  
traveling, the Pawlows keep busy. 
In fact, Pawlow even shot his age 
recently, carding a 79. He turns 80 in 
November. 
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STRAIGHT FROM A 

STuden
Cameron Ruiz, senior liberal arts and  

sciences major
I went to another state university 

in Illinois for two years after high 
school, and I have to admit, I had 
no clue what I wanted to do. But 
now, because of  the experiences I’ve 
had since transferring to WIU-Quad 
Cities—like creating an after-school 
program for high school athletes—I 
know that I want to work with young 
people, and maybe even do it right 
where I grew up. 

After I first came back home to 
the Quad Cities and enrolled at Black 
Hawk College for a semester, I got 
into youth coaching with Future 
Rocks, (a feeder program for Rock 
Island High School basketball), with 
fifth and sixth graders, and really 
developed a passion for helping kids. 
That’s when I realized I wanted 
to one day work in an educational 
setting. 

One of  the reasons I decided to 
come to WIU-QC was I remember 
someone mentioning to me that it 
was really affordable. It was also 
important that I could stay local, so 
it was just a great fit for my situation. 
And after the first semester here, I 
just fell in love with it—the teachers, 
the atmosphere. Now I’m finishing 
my bachelor’s degree in liberal arts 
and sciences (LAS), with minors in 
history, sociology and English. And 
in the meantime, I’ve been coaching 
high school kids. But coaching has 
turned out to be only part of  my 
connection to these kids. 

I started helping coach the 
freshmen basketball team at Rock 
Island High School, (a.k.a. “Rocky”), 
the high school I graduated from in 
2011. I remember thinking, “I’d really 
like to do something for my players.” 
We practiced at 5 p.m. every evening, 
but these are freshmen who can’t 
drive. So when school was done for 
the day, they still had an hour and a 
half  with nothing to do. I thought, 
“Why not give them a classroom that 
could be a safe space, a place where 
they could do homework, get help, 
and help each other.” Having gone 
to Rocky, I had all the connections I 
needed to get the program going, and 
I was able to start it in Fall 2015.

At first, it was just 10-15 kids, 
basically my team. But that changed 
really quickly. 

As I spent time with them in the 
classroom, I came across an issue, 
where the kids would come into the 
room not having eaten all day.

In my LAS capstone course, we 
had to write a grant proposal and 
tackle a community issue, a social 
issue, and come up with a resolution 
on how to address a need. It had to be 
a grant proposal requesting funding. 
So I thought, “That could be my 
thing.” 

I realized there’s a need. These 
are 15- and 16-year-old kids who had 
literally not eaten all day, and they 
were expected to do well in school, 

One of the reasons 
I decided to come 
to WIU-Quad Cities 

was I remember 
someone mentioning 

to me that it was 
really affordable. It 
was also important 

that I could stay 
local, so it was just 

a great fit for my 
situation. And after 
the first semester 
here, I just fell 

in love with it—
the teachers, the 

atmosphere. 

“

”
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plus play a game or have practice for 
2.5 hours on top of  that. Some of  
them didn’t want to admit that they 
were hungry. But one time I brought 
in food, and they devoured it. One 
said, “I hadn’t eaten all day.” 

I talked about it with Tammy 
Werner (assistant professor 
of  sociology), and with her 
encouragement and guidance, 
I drafted a proposal to turn my 
program into an internship, and it got 
accepted. 

Tammy helped me get connected 
to the right people at WIU and in 
the community, and I was able to 
get a $1,000 grant from the Doris 
and Victor Day Foundation. In 
partnership with the Rock Island 

School District, we used the money 
to get gift cards to the grocery store. 
I bought things like granola bars, 
canned fruit, yogurt, Gatorade, juice 
boxes, and apples.

Once I started bringing the food in, 
other kids would tag along. I started 
to develop relationships with a couple 
of  the kids and their families. That 
was useful throughout the season, to 
be able to get through to them, talk to 
the kids that were having trouble in 
certain areas. 

It forced me to put my amateur 
counseling skills to the test. I had to 
have a lot of  individual conversations 
with kids. The varsity and sophomore 
coach, or parents, would come to 
me and say, “Can you talk to him?” 

I started contacting their teachers. 
When grades came out, I’d talk with 
the students, find out which classes 
they weren’t doing very well in.

Coaching was much more than 
helping kids get better at a sport or 
simply wins and losses. I fell in love 
very quickly with the idea that I could 
help steer a kid in the right direction, 
be a source of  comfort or consolation, 
or simply be there for them when 
others are not. That ultimately 
inspired my passion and pursuit of  a 
career in a helping profession.

And now I’ve been accepted into 
the master’s program in counseling at 
WIU-QC. 

Top left and bottom right: Ruiz with the high school students he coaches and tutors. Bottom right: L-r: 
Thom Sigel MS-Ed ’98 (head basketball coach and counselor), Ruiz, Chad Baker (head sophomore 
basketball coach and Damon Colvin (assistant coach).
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John Tritz ’66, Albuquerque, 
NM, is a volunteer foster 
grandparent in the second 
grade class at Ralph Waldo 
Emerson Elementary School.

Kenneth Brieschke ’71, 
Bloomington, IN, is a 
security officer for Universal 
Protection Service, LLC.

Jeanne Mason Kuziel 
’71, Harvard, retired from 
teaching in May 2017.

Becky Potter Staab ’71, 
Novi, MI, has been named 
the truancy coordinator for 
the Waterford School District.

Dennis Martin ’72, 
Mishawaka, IN, is retired.

Samuel McMullen ’72, 
Bethany, OK, is retired.

Donald Robinson ’72 MS-
ED ’73, Mundelein, is retired.

Suzanne Bairstow Hicks 
’73, Bonita Springs, FL, is a 
retired educator.

Edward Brooks ’74, 
Taylorville, is a chief 
executive officer for Prairie 
Cardiovascular Consultants, 
Ltd. in Springfield.

Cheryl Jansen Kempe ’74, 
Mesquite, NV, is retired.

John Kempe ’74, Mesquite, 
NV, is retired.

George Korthauer ’74, 
Petoskey, MI, was appointed 
Oneonta’s city manager.

Kathleen Roth Frasco ’75, 
Wichita, KS, retired in May 
2017.

William Welter ’75, 
Plainfield, is retired.

Max Hawkins ’76, 
Noblesville, IN, is a global 
tech support in mycotoxin 
management for Alltech.

Kirk Dillard ’77, Hinsdale, 
is the chair of the Regional 
Transportation Authority in 
Chicago and was awarded 
the “Best of the Best-
Distinguished Service Award” 
by the American Public 
Transportation Association 
from over 1,500 public transit 
systems worldwide.

Dan Martin ’77, Morton, is 
president of Modern Methods 
in Peoria. He and his wife 
are celebrating 40 years of 
marriage after meeting their 
first week at WIU.

Hulon Stewart ’77, 
Indianapolis, IN, is retired.

Terry Weinacht ’77, 
Collinsville, is VP of sales for 
First Rule in St. Louis, MO.

Karl Moser ’78, Southport, 
NC, is plant manager at 
Brunswick Nuclear Plant for 
Duke Energy. 

James Kuhn ’79, Elk Grove 
Village, retired after 30 years 
as an assistant United States 
attorney in the Northern and 
Central Districts of Illinois.

Ronald Rawson ’79, 
Geneva, is retired and now 
a museum archivist, lecturer 
and researcher for Geneva 
History Center.

Patrick Breyne ’80, O’Fallon, 
MO, is a senior project 
manager of adjudication 
and industry standards for 
Express Scripts in St. Louis.

Charles “Bill” Rice MA ’80, 
Spring Hill, FL, retired from 
James Madison University 
after 34 years of teaching 
percussion.

Kevin Brown ’82, Tolleson, 
AZ, is senior manager of 
human resources for Hassett 
Express, LLC in Oakbrook 
Terrace, IL.

Class NotesEmBARK on an 

adventure with the 
WIU Alumni Association

   **Please note that all 
trip dates are subject to 
change.
   We offer insurance 
for all types of travel. 
Whether you decide 
to travel with WIU or 
even for trips you take 
on your own, the WIU 
Alumni Association offers 
insurance for all types of 
trips. Feel free to check 
out our Travel Insurance 
Program!
   Visit wiu.edu/alumni/
travel.php for more 
information, or call  
(800) 937-1387. 

Australia
Feb. 16-Mar.1, 2018
Join our 11-night journey 
that highlights Australia’s 
sophisticated cities, 
verdant terroir and native 
wildlife.
Timeless Beauties 
May 2–10, 2018 
Embark on your luxury 
cruise in cosmopolitan 
Barcelona, Spain’s gem of 
art and architecture.
Amalfi Coast
June 5-13, 2018
Journey to the Amalfi 
Coast, a serene paradise 
of majestic mountains, 
pastel houses and the 
cerulean Mediterranean 
Sea.
Romantic Rhine & 
Moselle 
June 13–27, 2018 
From Zürich to 
Amsterdam and 
everywhere in between, 
romance is alive and well 
on the Rhine River and 
its idyllic tributary, the 
Moselle. 
Switzerland
June 20-28, 2018
Discover picture-perfect 
towns, alpine meadows 
and majestic mountains 
during fascinating 
excursions via cable cars, 
lifts and alpine railways.
Cruise the Rhine River
July 11-19, 2018
Discover the Rhine River’s 
timeless beauty with the 
people you love most 
on a fun and fascinating 
cruise designed 
especially for families.

Majestic Frontiers of 
Alaska 
Aug. 16–27, 2018 
Stand in awe of massive 
glaciers and all-
enveloping scenery as 
you cruise up the Alaskan 
coast.
Coastal Vignettes
Oct. 16-27, 2018
Explore ancient cities, 
alluring beaches, and 
culture straight from the 
Old World as you set sail 
across the Mediterranean 
Sea aboard the luxurious 
Nautica. 
Cuba: Art, Culture & 
People
Oct. 28 – Nov. 5, 2018
Immerse yourself in this 
fascinating nation during 
presentations by local 
experts coupled with 
visits to historic sites, 
museums, schools and 
community projects.
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Class Notes
Jason Vigh ’00, O’Fallon, 
MO, is a senior security 
architect for Mastercard.

Julia Jakstys Brodsky ’01 
MBA ’09, Wayne, NJ, is 
a senior analyst for Quest 
Diagnostics.

Cheryle Hopkins Gara 
’01, Lake Villa, is assistant 
director of training for AbbVie 
in North Chicago.

Gregory Gara ’01, Lake 
Villa, is a sales analyst for 
Medela.

Schaundra Miracle Walton 
’01, Spring Hill, TN, is a 
histotechnologist supervisor 
for PathGroup.

Alissa Markert Bilyeu ’02, 
Petersburg, is a director of 
corporate real estate for 
United Airlines.

Emily Fordham ’02, 
Lindenhurst, is a senior 
manager of homecare for 
Medline Industries.

Michele King Ryan ’02 MA 
’06, Manhattan, is director 
of admissions for Lewis 
University.

Elizabeth Boardman ’03, 
Colorado Springs, CO, is 
a cybersecurity analyst for 
KBRWyle.

Jennifer Finn Rouse ’03 
’04, Macomb, is branch 
manager for Marine Bank.

Stephen Whitson ’05, 
Indianola, IA, works in 
commercial sales for Phillips 
Flooring.

Patrick Lesher ’06, 
Charleston, is a logistics 
manager for Mars Petcare in 
Mattoon.

Chris Page ’06, Waseca, 
MN, is a store team leader 
for Target.

Michael Kimmerling ’08, 
Gulf Shores, AL, is an 
environmental service tech 
coordinator for the City of 
Orange Beach.

Cole Edwards ’09, Cary, 
works in electrical sales for 
Lake Michigan Sales.

Chase Heap ’09, Stronghurst, 
is a farmer and works for B & 
H Land Drainage.

Jessica Ball Mueller ’09 MS 
’11, Chicago, is an associate 
director of alumni relations 
for Northeastern Illinois 
University.

Lindsay Divis Ubert ’09, 
Hoffman Estates, is a flavor 
chemist for Prinova Group in 
Carol Stream.

Brady Buresh MS ’10, 
White Bear Lake, MN, is the 
director of operations for 
TCF Bank Stadium at the 
University of Minnesota.

Christopher Mortimer ’10, 
McHenry, is an operations 
assistant for the Defense 
Attache Office at the U.S. 
Embassy in Tel Aviv, Israel.

Oscar Suarez ’10, Hoffman 
Estates, received recognition 
from the Golden Apple 
Foundation for fulfilling 
the requirements of the 
Golden Apple Scholarship of 
teaching for five years in an 
Illinois school of need.

John Blunk ’11, 
Montgomery, is a lighting 
designer/master electrician 
for Paramount Theatre/IATSE 
Local 2.

Nicholas Capranica ’11, 
Springfield, is a police officer 
for the Springfield Police 
Department.

Ashley Hussain ’11, 
Chicago, is a police officer 
for the Skokie Police 
Department.

Darci Renken Heap ’12, 
Stronghurst, is a physical 
therapist for McDonough 
District Hospital in Macomb.

Ashley Van Speybroeck 
Bozman ’13, Hamilton, is an 
ECOEE graduate assistant at 
Western Illinois University.

Gail Getzelman Stover 
’82, Maple Park, is an 
instructional coach for 
Central Community Unit 
School Dist. #301.

Paula Kullman ’83, Ft. 
Worth, TX, is in security of 
sensitive functions for the 
Department of Homeland 
Security.

Stephan Wiecek ’83, 
Roselle, is a senior software 
developer for First Trust 
Advisors in Wheaton.

Valerie Guastadisegni 
Garrison ’84, Moline, is 
a family and consumer 
sciences teacher for Rock 
Island School Dist. #41.

William Druffel ’85, 
Lexington, KY, is pursuing an 
associate degree in applied 
science computer and 
information technologies. 

Jeff Mussatto ’87, Villa Park, 
is a national sales manager 
for HellermannTyton in 
Milwaukee, WI.

Tim Novak ’88, Waterford, 
WI, is franchise owner of 
Budget Blinds of Mequon, 
WI.

Howard Greer ’89, Chicago, 
retired from the Chicago Police 
Department after more than 25 
years of service as a patrolman 
and is now owner and operator 
of GEICO in Gurnee.

Gary McArtor ’89, Huntley, 
is a network architect for 
Team Cymru.

Janet Pulliam ’89, Knoxville, 
has retired as the accounting 
supervisor at Par-A-Dice 
Hotel Casino.

Mohammad Bsat MBA 
’90, Orangeburg, SC, is 
an associate professor for 
Claflin University.

Christopher Coleman 
’92, Clovis, CA, is resident 
agent in charge of the Drug 
Enforcement Administration 
in Fresno.

Kristin “Kiki” Jacobs 
MS ’92, Springfield, MA, 
is director of athletics, 
intramurals and recreation for 
Roger Williams University.

Amy Comer Buchanan ’94, 
Johnsburg, is a high school 
guidance counselor for 
Harvard School Dist. #50. 

Christine Herrmann ’94, 
LaGrange Park, is VP of 
finance and operations for 
American Digital Corporation.

Gina Schmidt ’94, 
Riverview, FL, is a business 
analyst for Allstate Insurance 
in Tampa.

Roger Jage ’95, Manhattan, 
was promoted to the rank of 
sergeant.

Elliott Brammer ’97, Sao 
Paulo, Brazil, is director of 
risk management in South 
America for ADM. 

Duane Johnson ’97, 
Naperville, is a software 
engineer for FIS.

Heather Engstrom Johnson 
’97, Elgin, is a preschool 
teacher for Immanuel 
Lutheran School in East 
Dundee.

Matt Johnson ’98, Elgin, 
is an integration analyst for 
A-Light in Lincolnshire.

Stephanie Russell Krebs 
MS ’98, Odessa, FL, is VP 
for student affairs and dean 
of students for the University 
of Tampa.

Brandy Mallicoat ’98, 
Sterling, is a probation officer 
for Whiteside County Court 
Services.

LaTonya Robinson MS 
’99, Austin, TX, is director of 
student life initiatives for the 
University of Texas at San 
Antonio.

Beth Dawson McKinley ’00, 
Durant, IA, is an eighth grade 
ELA teacher for the Rock 
Island/Milan School Dist.
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To view all previous event photos, visit 

FLICKR.COM/PHOTOS/WIUALUMNI.
For all upcoming events, visit: WIU.EDU/ALUMNI/EVENTS.

ALUMNI & FRIENDS EVENTS
OCTOBER
14 Fallen Soldiers 5K Run/Walk in Macomb
22 Steppenwolf Theatre Social & Performance starring John Mahoney ‘74
24 Raleigh/Durham Alumni & Friends Social
25 Charlotte Alumni & Friends Social 
26 Charleston Alumni & Friends Social
29-Nov. 6 Alumni Travel Abroad - Music in America

NOVEMBER
1 Western Wednesdays After Hours in the Quad Cities
4 WIU at Illinois State University Pregame Social & Football Game (100th matchup 
between the two teams)
9 WIU Vets Reception at the Western Illinois Museum–Macomb
21 WIU at University of Illinois Pregame Social & Women’s Basketball Game
28 Knoxville (TN) Alumni & Friends Social
29 Chattanooga (TN) Alumni & Friends Social
30 Atlanta Alumni & Friends Social

DECEMBER
6 Western Wednesdays After-Hours in Downtown Chicago
15-16 Graduation/Alumni Achievement Awards Weekend
18 WIU at Stanford Pregame Social and Women’s Basketball Game
21 WIU at Gonzaga Pregame Social and Women’s Basketball Game

JANUARY
28-Feb. 3 Florida Alumni & Friends Socials
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Deaths
Edward E. Klocke, Ft. 
Wayne, IN, Apr. 11, 2017. 
Betty F. Dakin Leefers, 
Macomb, July 31, 2017. 
Aimee M. Loftin, Crossville, 
TN, Feb. 2, 2017. 
Donald F. Scharfenberg, 
Macomb, July 30, 2017. 
Velma M. Welch, Tennessee, 
July 29, 2017. 

Robert L. “Bob” Yeast, 
Macomb, Aug. 2, 2017. 
1939 Betty F. Vail 
McClellan, Mattoon, July 14, 
2017. 
1948 Elisabeth R. Wood 
Iftner, Pittsfield, Nov. 22, 
2016. 
1950 James E. White, 
Quincy, July 13, 2017. 
1951 Mary E. “Elnora” 
Tucker Gostas, Santa Fe, 
NM, Aug. 29, 2016.
1951 Dolores J. “De” 
Skelton Klocke, Ft. Wayne, 
IN, Apr. 3, 2017.
1951 Neva L. Warrington 
Peak, Ft. Madison, IA, July 
28, 2017. 
1952 Samuel A. Pribula, 
Denver, CO, June 30, 2017.
1961 Warren F. Burstrom 
MS-ED, Freeport, Dec. 3, 
2016.
1961 Betty R. Hannant, 
Pittsfield, July 2, 2016.
1962 Glen L. Hodges, 
Luthersville, GA, July 4, 
2017. 
1963 Karen K. Parrish 
Towers MS-ED, 
Montgomery, Dec. 17, 2016. 
1964 Joan A. Cosgrove 
Dornacher, Twentynine 
Palms, CA, July 15, 2017. 
1964 Billie K. Peters MS-
ED, Ursa, Nov. 20, 2016. 
1966 Larry D. Rickert, Ohio, 
July 12, 2017. 
1967 James L. Whitesel, 
Downers Grove, Mar. 4, 
2017. 
1968 James M. Alred, 
Springfield, Mar. 13, 2017. 

1968 Frank M. Lhotka II, 
Odell, July 16, 2017. 
1968 Donald L. Wharton, 
Palatine, July 27, 2017. 
1969 Beverly L. Skinner 
Wilson MS-ED ’78, 
Jacksonville, Nov. 11, 2016. 
1970 Lennis E. Meek, 
Millersville, MO, July 22, 
2017. 
1971 Larry R. Jameson, 
Macomb, Aug. 3, 2017. 
1971 Delores K. “Kaye” 
Cockerill Saddler, 
Springfield, July 4, 2017. 
1972 Thomas W. Harezlak, 
Walnut Creek, CA, Nov. 25, 
2016. 
1972 Hannah S. Brenner 
Prosser, Smyrna, TN, Jan. 
2, 2017. 
1974 Avis E. Wenstrom 
Olson, Galesburg, Jan. 1, 
2017. 
1977 Michael B. 
Creekmore, Macomb, Mar. 
16, 2017. 
1977 Karen L. Havens 
Grzeskowiak, Noblesville, 
IN, June 29, 2016. 
1979 Dennis R. Edminster, 
Phoenix, AZ, July 2, 2017. 
1980 Joyce L. Smith, 
Baraboo, WI, July 30, 2017. 
1982 Ginger L. Henline 
Garner, Danville, July 25, 
2017. 
1985 Constance J. Brandt 
Meyer MS-ED, Rock Island, 
June 12, 2017. 
1991 Joseph W. Madura, 
Bolingbrook, May 13, 2017. 
1999 Jonathan G. Cohen, 
Cypress, TX, Mar. 4, 2017. 

Births & 
Adoptions
Alissa Markert Bilyeu ‘02 
and Joe, a daughter, Evelyn 
Frances, July 10, 2017.

Julia Jakstys Brodsky ’01 
MBA ‘09 and Jared, a son, 
Eli Raymond, May 13, 2017.
April Fanella Courtney ‘02 
and Thomas Courtney ’02, 
a daughter, Harper Marie, 
May 15, 2017.

Chase Heap ‘09 and 
Darcie Renken Heap ’12, 
a daughter, Bryndle Marie, 
Sept. 3, 2016.

Jason Truhlar ‘11 and 
Kelsey, a son, Braden, July 
5, 2017.

Lindsay Divis Ubert ‘09 
and Mark, a daughter, Erika 
Laureen, July 7, 2017.

Steve Whitson ‘05 and Jill, 
a son, Reid William, Nov. 16, 
2016.

Marriages & Civil 
Unions
Angie Bartelt ‘88 and James 
Williams, Apr. 7, 2017.

Deanna Bott MBA ‘07 and 
Ryan Brossman, June, 2017.

Cole Edwards ‘09 and 
Ashley Langhorst, May 28, 
2017.

Chase Heap ‘09 and Darcie 
Renken ’12, Sept. 5, 2015.

Alissa Markert ’02 and Joe 
Bilyeu, Nov. 5, 2016.

Kristin Schwarz ‘83 and 
John Taskay, June 24, 2017.

Sara Stockert ‘13 and Tyler 
Montgomery, June 4, 2016.

Kyle Brasewicz ’13, 
Grayslake, is a deputy sheriff 
for the Lake County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Derek Carle ’13, Macomb, 
has retired from the Macomb 
Police Department and has 
accepted a position with 
Western Illinois University’s 
Law Enforcement Executive 
Institute as a program 
manager.

Rebecca Drustrup MA ’14, 
West Des Moines, IA, is a 
bankruptcy specialist I for 
Wells Fargo.

Hillary Lee ’14, York, NE, 
is a director for Henderson 
Child Development Center in 
Henderson.

Hannah Blum ’15, 
Northglenn, CO, is a K-2 
music teacher for the Denver 
Public Schools – McGlone 
Academy.

Nathaniel Thompson ’15, 
West Peoria, is a police 
officer for the Taylorville 
Police Department.

Chandler Horrell ’16, 
Normal, is a graduate student 
at Illinois State University.

Brooke Matykiewicz ’16, 
Orion, is a child welfare 
specialist at Lutheran Social 
Services of Illinois in Rock 
Island.

Ruby Kirk Nancy MA ’16, 
Greenville, NC, earned 
a graduate certificate 
in multicultural and 
transnational literatures from 
East Carolina University, 
where she is currently a 
third-year doctoral student 
in rhetoric, writing and 
professional communication.

Amber Clark ’17, Hamilton, 
is a marketing specialist 
for Vervocity Interactive in 
Quincy.

Justin Rinaldi ’17, 
Richmond, VA, is a 
communications manager 
for the Virginia Department 
of Health: Office of Health 
Equity.

OCTOBER
14 Fallen Soldiers 5K Run/Walk in Macomb
22 Steppenwolf Theatre Social & Performance starring John Mahoney ‘74
24 Raleigh/Durham Alumni & Friends Social
25 Charlotte Alumni & Friends Social 
26 Charleston Alumni & Friends Social
29-Nov. 6 Alumni Travel Abroad - Music in America

JANUARY
28-Feb. 3 Florida Alumni & Friends Socials

SEND US YOUR NEWS 

Visit wiu.edu/alumni and select the “Update Us” 
button. 

Email your news to A-Association@wiu.edu.

Mail your update to WIU Alumni Association, 1 
University Circle, Macomb, IL 61455-1390. Please 
include your graduation year, major, maiden 
name if applicable and phone number. 



Western Illinois University Alumni Association
1 University Circle
Macomb, il 61455-1390

Higgins Hall, 1967-2017

Photo courtesy of 
WIU senior graphic 
communication major 
Amanda Pankhurst. 


