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Alumni News and Notes from Western Illinois University

Corbin/Olson renovations to
begin Fall 2010
Call it “Extreme Makeover: Residence Hall Edition.” As
part of Western Illinois University’s University Housing
and Dining Services (UHDS) Master Plan, Corbin and
Olson halls—two of the Macomb campus’s longeststanding residence halls—will be completely rehabbed
and renovated beginning October 2010. The project means
Corbin and Olson halls will no longer be available for
Homecoming or hotel-style housing and should reopen
in Fall of 2012 as traditional residence halls. According
to UHDS Director of Residential Facilities Matt Bierman
‘97 MBA ‘03, renovations and reorganization of the
University’s 10 residence halls are two of the primary
focuses of the UHDS Master Plan.
As part of the plan, Wetzel Hall closed following the
completion of the Spring 2009 semester, and with the start
of the Fall 2009 semester, Tanner Hall, once an
upper-division hall, was transformed into a traditional
double-occupancy building that houses both freshman
and upper-division students. Tanner is currently also

considered an FYE (First Year Experience) hall.
Since the 2007-2008 school year, UHDS staff
worked to develop its master plan for current
and future housing facilities. According to
Bierman, the decision to take Wetzel Hall
off-line and renovate Corbin and Olson
halls first fit into the plan, as well as into the
University’s Master Plan.
“We are implementing changes and
renovating facilities to better serve our students
by providing outstanding, up-to-date housing
options,” Bierman explained.

Corbin/Olson, two of the Macomb campus’s longest-standing
residence halls, were built in the early 1960s.

Major upgrades

The Corbin-Olson update, which will be funded
through a bond issue, includes renovating the shared
dining center and upgrading the heating and air
conditioning system, plumbing, lighting, bathrooms and
furniture. In October 2009, the WIU Board of Trustees
awarded the bid for the architectural design work for the

Corbin/Olson halls renovation project to FGM Architects,
Inc., Oak Brook (IL), not to exceed $1.8 million.
John Biernbaum, assistant vice president for student
services-student life, said the project will also include
security and access control, as well as upgrading common
areas and the Fine Arts living communities. In addition, an
international floor, which was discontinued in 2004, will be
re-introduced as part of the renovation.
Biernbaum added that a programming study was

Continued on p. 8

State reimbursement causing cash ﬂow issues at state universities
A delay in reimbursements from the State of Illinois
has many state universities and agencies, including
Western Illinois University, operating on reserve funds
until state dollars arrive. In Western’s case, as of March 1,
the University was still expecting reimbursements from
the State of Illinois totaling $30.1 million, which represents
nearly 50 percent of Western’s appropriations.
“The lack of state payment is shifting the cost of higher
education to our students and their parents,” said WIU
President Al Goldfarb. “We are living on our income
funds, such as tuition; however, these funds will only be

available for so long. It is imperative that the state fulfills
its obligations to state universities and students as has
been promised.”
Last month, a Senate panel endorsed Senate Bill 416,
which would allow eight public universities the ability
to borrow funds to deal with the current cash flow crisis.
The plan, which advanced to the full Senate on an 8-5
vote, would give Western and the other Illinois public
universities included in the bill the ability to borrow
up to 75 percent of payroll and other expense vouchers
submitted to the state but unpaid 30 days prior to

March 2010

25 . . . . Burlington, IA
27 . . . . Burbank, IL

April 2010

9-10. . . Track & Field
Reunion
9 . . . . . Chicago, IL
10 . . . . Aurora, IL
19 . . . . Homewood, IL

20 . . . . Libertyville, IL
21 . . . . LaGrange, IL
22 . . . . Arlington
Heights, IL
23 . . . . Forest Park, IL
29 . . . . Galesburg, IL

Continued on p. 16

See pages 2 & 28 for entire calendar and complete details!

May 2010

14-16. . Commencement Weekend
20 . . . . Champaign, IL
22 . . . . Warsaw, IL

June 2010

9 . . . . . Columbus, OH
11 . . . . Naperville, IL
12 . . . . Chicago, IL
14 . . . . Woodridge, IL
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borrowing. Universities would be required to pay back the
loans within 18 months.
“While borrowing would help Western and other
institutions pay bills, this is an option of last resort and one
we do not wish to use as the University would be charged
interest in the repayment of the loan,” he said. “We would
take advantage of this borrowing option only if cash flow
problems would prevent the University from meeting our
payroll obligations and instructional obligations for our
students.”
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Director’s Corner

News from Your Alumni Association
Dear Alumni & Friends:

As has been the case over the past several months,
your University and every area of campus have struggled
to deal with the significant cash flow crisis the State of
Illinois is facing. You will see in the following pages of
Western News that WIU is still going strong despite this
difficult time. President Goldfarb continues to communicate
with students, faculty, staff, alumni and friends about the
situation, and many of you have asked, “What can we do to
help?” If you live in Illinois, please contact the Governor’s
office to share your concerns. If you live out of state but
remain in contact with friends or family in Illinois, we
hope you will encourage them to do the same. Finally,
your continued financial support of Western is greatly

appreciated. All areas of campus
life are effected by the budget
crisis, so if you are interested
in making an additional gift,
please consider giving to student
scholarships, your department,
your college, athletics, the arts
or even the Alumni Association.
As we have said, the collective
strength of our 107,000-strong
Alumni Association can have
a tremendous impact. We look
forward to hearing from you!

Amy Spelman MS ’98

WIU Alumni & Friends
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March 2010

25 . . . . . . B
 urlington,IAAlumni&FriendsEvent-
BurlingtonGolfClub
27 . . . . . . BlackAlumniBlackTieScholarshipGala-
MartiniqueBanquetComplex,Burbank,IL

April 2010

8 . . . . . . . GradPrepDay,WIU-QuadCities,CampusFoyer
9....... G
 radPrepDay,WIU-Macomb,UniversityUnion
Concourse
9 . . . . . . . ChicagoAlumni&FriendsEvent-Complimentary
SocialatTheArtInstituteofChicago
9-10 . . . . Track&FieldReunioninconjunctionwithLee
CalhounInvitational,Macomb,IL
10 . . . . . . 3rdAnnualAllLeatherneckReunionAND
LeatherneckFootballSpringScrimmagein
Chicago-BallydoyleIrishPub&Restaurant,
Aurora,IL/NapervilleNorthHighSchool
19 . . . . . . Homewood,ILAlumni&FriendsEvent-5th
QuarterSportsBar&Grill
20 . . . . . . Libertyville,ILAlumni&FriendsEvent-Mickey
Finn’sBrewery
21 . . . . . . LaGrange,ILAlumni&FriendsEvent-Mambo
RoomLatinGrill
22 . . . . . . ArlingtonHeights,ILAlumni&FriendsEvent-La
TascaTapasRestaurant
23 . . . . . . AllGreekReunion-DocRyan’sBar&Grill,Forest
Park,IL
28-May 6 . AlumniTravelAbroadProgram:Amalfi–The
DivineCoast
29 . . . . . . Galesburg,ILAlumni&FriendsEvent-
McGillacuddy’s

May 2010

14-16 . . . C
 ommencement/DistinguishedAlumniAward/
YoungAlumniExcellenceAward
18-26 . . . AlumniTravelAbroadProgram:Italy’sLake
District
20 . . . . . . Champaign,ILAlumni&FriendsEvent-Jupiter’s
AtTheCrossing
22 . . . . . . Warsaw,ILAlumni&FriendsEvent-Warsaw
Brewery

June 2010

9....... C
 olumbus,OHAlumni&FriendsEvent
11 . . . . . . Naperville,ILAlumni&FriendsEvent-BlackFinn
AmericanSaloon
12 . . . . . . ChicagoAlumni&FriendsEventatTheCubby
Bear–WatchtheChicagoCubsvs.ChicagoWhite
SoxBaseballGame
14 . . . . . . “TheWesternOpen,”ChicagoAreaGolfOuting–
SevenBridges,Woodridge,IL
15-23 . . . AlumniTravelAbroadProgram:Italy’sLake
District
21 . . . . . . QuadCitiesGolfOuting–TPCDeereRun,Silvis,IL
25 . . . . . . PeoriaAreaGolfOuting–WeaverRidge,Peoria,IL

July 2010

8 . . . . . . . WashingtonD.C.Alumni&FriendsEvent

August 2010

6-8 . . . . . BlackAlumniReunionWeekend-Chicago,IL

September 2010

From the President

As we are midway through
the 2009-10 academic year, it is
amazing to recall just what has
been accomplished this year
… and take a look at what lies
ahead.
Before I touch upon our
accomplishments, I would be
remiss if I did not first discuss
the continuing serious cash
flow situation facing our great
University, along with all other public universities and
state-funded agencies in the State of Illinois. Please know
that we remain committed to continuing to provide
outstanding academic opportunities and services to
our students, as well as provide a quality, affordable
education. We are also committed to retaining our
employees. While the cash flow situation has reached
what I believe is crisis-level, the University is doing
everything possible to control expenditures and conserve
resources. We continue to work with our legislators and
other public university presidents and chancellors to
keep this dire situation at the forefront. Please know that I
greatly appreciate all of the support during these difficult
budgetary times. I encourage you, as alumni and friends
of this great institution, to contact Illinois Gov. Pat Quinn
and your legislators about this critical fiscal situation
[visit www.ilga.gov to obtain the name and contact
information for state representatives and senators].
It is truly amazing just what this University has
accomplished thus far despite economic challenges and
uncertainties. The University began offering its new
engineering and nursing degrees in Fall 2009, and we
opened our new Multicultural Center prior to the start of
the fall semester. The Illinois Board of Higher Education
recently approved our request for a new master’s degree
in biology with a zoo and aquarium focus, which will
include hands-on classes at John G. Shedd Aquarium in
Chicago.
More than 950 students earned academic degrees after
the Fall 2009 semester. Western Illinois was designated a
Military Friendly Institution by GI Jobs Magazine, and for
the second consecutive year, Western was named to the
U.S. President’s Honor Roll for Community Service and
Volunteerism. A delegation of WIU resident assistants
attended the 2010 Illinois State Resident Assistant
Association (ISRAA) conference and came home with
several top awards, including “Top 10 Program” and
“School of the Year.” Gov. Quinn released capital funding
for the Quad Cities Riverfront Campus, and the official
groundbreaking for Building One on that campus will be
held later this month.
The University banded together following the
devastating earthquake in Haiti to raise funds to
contribute to Haitian relief efforts, and Western’s Peace
Corps Fellows Program, which was the first community
development program of its kind in the nation, celebrated
its 15th anniversary. These accomplishments are but a
few of the many that have occurred on this campus since
the Fall 2009 semester, and I am proud of the dedicated
faculty, staff, students and alumni for their continual
efforts in making WIU an outstanding university.
Thank you for your continued support of Western. I
hope to meet many of you at Alumni Association events
this summer.

11 . . . . . . W
 IUvs.PurduePre-GameSocial&FootballGame
-WestLafayette,IN
23 . . . . . . Founder’sDay&HonoraryAlumniAward
Presentation
24-25 . . . WIUHomecoming/Reunion2010

All my best wishes,

April 2011

Al Goldfarb



CelebratingTown&Gown
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Expanding Understanding

Professor’s trip results in agreement between WIU and Ethiopian university
By Teresa Koltzenburg ‘92
Among the outcomes of Fetene Gebrewold’s recent
trip to Ethiopia is a memorandum of agreement between
Western Illinois University and Haramaya University in
Dire Dawa. Gebrewold, a professor in Western’s health
sciences department, traveled to his homeland last
summer and spent his time there teaching public health
courses and visiting health clinics in the Hararge region.
The memorandum that resulted from his journey, a
research and teaching trip made possible through funds
provided by a Rotary Grant for University Teachers, will
provide for a structured relationship between the two
institutions of higher learning. Gebrewold hopes the
memorandum will ultimately build greater understanding
between the U.S. and Ethiopia.
“The administrations of the universities agreed upon
the objectives identified in the memorandum and signed
it, making it official. The agreement will develop the
enrichment of teaching and research between Western and
Haramaya University, and it will strengthen and expand
the contact between the two institutions,” Gebrewold
explained.
Gebrewold hopes that expanded contact between WIU
and Haramaya University will contribute to international
public health knowledge. He noted that the Rotary
program brings much-needed help to the people and
institutions of this developing country in east central
Africa.
“All the areas I visited in Ethiopia have shortages in
medical supplies, water and computer resources. As a
developing country, it faces many public health problems,
including HIV/AIDS, maternal and child health issues,
malaria, tuberculosis and malnutrition.”
Gebrewold noted that the causes of the many
problems Ethiopia faces include
poor sanitation, waterborne diseases,
limited access to health care, lack of
food and inadequate infant and child
feeding practices.
“Child malnutrition is the
underlying cause for more than 50
percent of deaths in children under
the age of five,” he said. “But there
are more positive outcomes expected
to materialize in the near future,
such as drilling water wells of the
various health clinics that I visited. I
am hoping the relationship between WIU and Haramaya
University will also contribute to many more positive
outcomes for my homeland.”
Gebrewold is now giving presentations at WIU and to
Rotary Clubs around Illinois to promote the memorandum
of agreement and to encourage people to contribute or get
involved to help. He said that once people learn about the
problems the people of Ethiopia face, there are many ways
to become actively involved to help.
“On my way to the airport in Chicago to travel to
Ethiopia, I stopped in Dwight (IL) at Route 66 Family
Restaurant for breakfast. The hostess and a server there
asked me where I was going, and once I explained to them

Fetene Gebrewold with students from Harewa Rural Elementary School
what the purpose of my trip was, they gave me $30 to give
to a needy child. Once in Ethiopia, I gave the money to a
contact that could be sustained in order to direct future
help. So, through local teachers, I was able to find Tizibit
Kasahun, an eight-year-old orphan girl attending third
grade. Tizibit lives in a small shack with her grandmother,
who has been diagnosed with HIV/AIDS.”
Gebrewold noted that Harewa Rural Elementary
School is in need of student desks, books, notebooks,
pencils, pens, typewriters, computers and, in general,
funds for supplies, water and for the possibility of a
renovation, which may cost up to $10,000.
“Right now, there are many
things in the planning stages,
and through the memorandum
of agreement, I will continue to
work to strengthen and expand the
relationship between the institutions.
I am grateful for the Rotary Grant
I was awarded, as it helped enable
the agreement and will, hopefully,
ultimately help contribute to a better
life for those in Ethiopia.”
According to the Rotary
International website, applicants
must be sponsored from a local Rotary Club chapter
in order to be considered for the competitive grant
application. Gebrewold’s application was sponsored by
the Bushnell (IL) chapter. The website also noted that at
its April 2009 meeting, the Rotary Foundation Trustees
decided to end some Rotary programs, including the
Rotary Grant for University Teachers.
For more information about how to help Tizibit
Kasahun or Harewa Rural Elementary School, contact
Gebrewold at (309) 298-1531 or F-Gebrewold@wiu.edu.

“I hope the relationship
between WIU and
Haramaya University
will contribute to many
more positive outcomes
for my homeland.”

Three Ethiopian children and their mother by the roadside

Melake Damena, dean of health sciences department at
Haramaya University, left, with Fetene Gebrewold
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The expedition of
a lifetime

RPTA program one of a kind in
the nation
By Teresa Koltzenburg ‘92
Imagine trying to put the finishing touches on a paper
you are writing for a college course while sitting on a
bathroom floor in a U.S. national park. You are using the
electrical outlet to plug in your laptop. Or, maybe, it is
one of the only warm places you have been able to find in
recent days, and you use it so that you can write with any
sort of efficiency. For 12 Western students in Fall 2009—as
well as for past students and alumni of the recreation,
park and tourism administration (RPTA) department’s
Environmental Conservation and Outdoor Education
Expedition (ECOEE) program—this image is among the
many memories they will keep for a lifetime.
Started in 1976 by Frank Lupton, professor in what was
then WIU’s recreation and park administration department,
the ECOEE program began as a way to provide students
with practical experience in outdoor leadership and
education and wilderness travel skills. Since then,
hundreds of WIU students have
completed the ECOEE, a semesterlong experience that entails 18
credit hours of coursework,
traveling to and camping, as well
as working in, locations throughout
the U.S., and Canada and Mexico.
“This is the only program in
the country that offers this—to
take a semester and be on the
road for almost the entirety of
it,” Jeff Tindall MS ‘90, ECOEE
coordinator/instructor, explained.
“Typically, other university or
college programs offer this type of
instruction in time blocks during a
semester, or offer the wilderness aspect during the summer,
but students are in the conventional classroom most of
the semester. In our program, students spend most of the
semester experiencing the wilderness and learning in the
outdoors.”
In addition, Western’s RPTA department, via Lupton,
is one of the institutions through which the Wilderness
Education Association (WEA) began. Michael McGowan,
RPTA professor and WEA vice president, noted the WEA is
working toward the accreditation of university curricula in
wilderness leadership. The department’s assessment of the
students who enroll in ECOEE is, in large part, the model
on which the accreditation will be based.
“We are moving to an ‘International Registry of
Outdoor Leaders,’ and that effort is based on a qualitative
rather than just a testing approach,” he explained. “Jeff
is one of most qualified professionals using and fostering
that qualitative method. Based on his work and Western’s
program, it is becoming the model for many academic
programs that will seek to be accredited by the WEA.”
McGowan noted Western’s intense ECOEE program
enables students to work with a variety of land-

2009 ECOEE students in a tunneled-out Giant Seqoia tree at Tuolomne Grove in Yosemite (CA). Back row, l-r: Jeff
Tindall, Nathan Barr, Peter Collins, Josh Boyer, Grant Fleetwood, Shane Johnson, Ron Wildermuth. Front row, l-r:
Sean Stowell, Jake Boyer, Kim Janus ‘09, Christine Lagattolla, Cassie Lundeen, and Mathew McCabe.
the semester.
While it might sound like a fun-filled adventure of a
lifetime—and for many of the students, it is—the semesterlong expedition is also a great deal of, at times, harrowing
work, as the group has to set up and take down their camp
sites at almost every location. In addition, the expedition
has a demanding academic component, for which students
have to maintain their individual load of 18 hours of
coursework (hence, writing their papers in a national park
bathroom), as well as participate in the rigorous wilderness
skills training.
“They not only learn the skills, but they also have
to learn and demonstrate that they know how to teach
the skills. We go over such camping skills as choosing
campsites to hanging bear bags to cooking. There is a real
teach, lead and manage component to the wilderness skills
portion of the program,” Tindall said.
At the end of every ECOEE, students are not only
assessed by Tindall, who is also an RPTA department
instructor, but they also have to evaluate one another
during the last two weeks of the Fall semester, in addition
to a number of exams. They are also required to maintain
journals, which help Tindall identify how they are growing
and learning from the experiences.
The students also put out a newsletter, through which
ECOEE alumni and others can keep track of the current
expedition (available online at wiu.edu/RPTA/ecoee/
Quantity and Quality: ECOEE `09
newsletter.)
In Fall 2009, the ECOEE started with a 24-day canoe
In one issue, Jacob Boyer, a sophomore RPTA major
expedition on the Missinabi River in Ontario, Canada.
from Elgin (IL), noted, “Now that we are in the final stages
The students then headed to the western U.S. and worked
of our expedition, the time has come to evaluate each other
and camped in Yellowstone National Park, Grand Teton
once more.…The process took roughly three hours for each
National Park and Yosemite National Park. They also
person and it got pretty intense.
learned how to rock climb in
We needed to see if each person
Learn more about the expeditions:
Joshua Tree National Park in
was a good enough outdoor
California, backpacked in Santa
 newsletter: wiu.edu/RPTA/ecoee/newsletter leader to get certified through the
Teresa Canyon in Baja California
WEA.... We had some laughs and
 photos and podcasts on the ECOEE
in Mexico, went on a sea kayaking
we had some cries, just like we
website: wiu.edu/RPTA/ecoee/multimedia
expedition in the Sea of Cortez and
had during the trip. I am never
visited the Grand Canyon National
 a blog: ecoee.blogspot.com
going to forget the time I had
Park. According to Mathew
on ECOEE, and the awesome
Learn more about the ECOEE at
McCabe, a senior RPTA major from
experience I have been through.”
Marquette Heights (IL), the group
wiu.edu/RPTA/ecoee
traveled nearly 9,000 miles during
management agencies and recreation professionals.
Students who complete the program not only develop
practical skills and professional contacts, but they also
develop increased self-confidence, heighted self-awareness,
improved understanding of group dynamics, and a
broader perspective on the field of
recreation, and get the opportunity
to apply and demonstrate
leadership skills.
The preparation for ECOEE
comes in the form of two RPTA
prerequisite courses.
“We spend a lot of time
telling the students how rigorous
the program is,” McGowan
noted. “We emphasize that it is
academically rigorous, that time
management is essential and that
the qualities of being a self-starter,
a team player and a leader are all
necessary to finish it successfully.
While I think most of them hear us, they don’t believe us—
until, that is, they are in the middle of the program, and
they say, ‘this is the most work I’ve ever done in my entire
life!’ But when you ask them if it’s worth it, most say it is,”
he added.

“This is the only program
in the country like this.
Students in other programs
are in the conventional
classroom most of the
semester.”
— Jeff Tindall, ECOEE
coordinator/instructor
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LEJA faculty tackles terrorism at
NATO Conference
By Teresa Koltzenburg ‘92

How do you stop terrorism? For years, many great
minds have considered this difficult question, and recent
terrorist- and terrorism-related activities and news reports
-- such as those of the “Christmas Day Bomber” and of the
U.S. unmanned aircrafts targeting Al Qaeda and Taliban
members -- keep it top of mind for many Americans today,
almost a decade after the 9/11 attacks on U.S. soil.
Dean Alexander, associate professor in Western Illinois
University’s School of Law Enforcement and Justice
Administration (LEJA), author of two books on terrorism
and who has served as a consultant for the U.S. State
Department and World Bank, was among many of those
expert minds tackling this difficult question at a NATO
Centre of Excellence-Defence Against Terrorism
(COE-DAT) conference held in Ankara, Turkey, in January.
Invited to present two lectures at the five-day
COE-DAT conference, “Legal Aspects of Combating
Terrorism,” Alexander delivered, “The Overview of
Legal Response to Terrorism” and “Legal Aspects of
Cyber-Terrorism,” to the attendees. Most of the conference
goers, said Alexander, were military officers from NATO
countries, senior government officials from ministries of
foreign affairs from many NATO nations.
“The vast major of attendees were not academics,”
Alexander explained. “This COE-DAT training provided

Donna Phillips

Donna Phillips MS-ED
’68, age 67, professor and
chair emeritus of Western’s
physical education
department (renamed
kinesiology in 2004), passed
away Jan. 10 in Macomb.
She came to WIU
in 1967 as an instructor
in physical education.
Throughout her career,
she taught activity, theory
and jazz dance courses. She was promoted to assistant
professor in 1973, associate professor in 1979 and
professor in 1987. In 1985, when the men’s and women’s
physical education departments combined into one
department, Phillips became the undergraduate
program coordinator. She served as department chair
from1993 until her retirement in 2004, following 37 years
of service. She has been credited with starting Western’s
fitness education program (now called exercise science),
which was featured in the October 1988 edition of
the Journal of Physical Education, Recreation and
Dance (JOPERD). Also during her tenure, the athletic
training education program received a letter of initial
accreditation from the Commission of Accreditation of
Allied Health Education Programs (1999). There were
less than 100 accredited programs in the U.S. at that
time.
Phillips received the Outstanding Teacher Award

military officers, professionals and civil servants with
a better understanding of distinct terrorism-related
issues, which strengthened their individual, as well as
collective, knowledge base. It also will enable them to
incorporate what they learned into practices and policies
applied in their respective countries. My presentations
touched on some of the more recent reports about
terrorism. For example, I discussed the charges against Mr.
Abdulmuttalab, a.k.a., “the Christmas Day bomber,” and
compared them to the guilty plea submitted by the “Shoe
Bomber,” Richard Reid, who attempted a U.S. attack in
December 2001, also on an airplane. I discussed the legal
instruments that can be used against terrorists, including
what has been used in the United States and abroad. I
provided case studies to illustrate these points.”
Alexander also noted that the COE-DAT conference
had more than 90 attendees from 23 countries, including
individuals from Iraq (a non-NATO nation).
“The Iraqi delegation was comprised of military
personnel, including a general, and various intelligence
and security services personnel. It was the first time
NATO had an Iraqi delegation attend, and many of the
Iraqi officials who attended commented that they were
experiencing terrorism on a daily basis. They seemed eager

Continued on p. 6

(1989) from Western’s former College of Health, Physical
Education and Recreation, and she earned the Illinois
Association of Health, Physical Education, Recreation
and Dance (IAPHERD) Service Award (1992). Both of
those years, Phillips was also a recipient of WIU Faculty
Excellence Awards, and she was named to Who’s Who in
American Education in 1992. In 1994, Phillips was initiated
into Western’s chapter of Phi Kappa Phi.
She was among 45 women who were featured in the
“Women of Western Centennial Photographic Exhibit”
during Western’s Centennial celebration in 1999-2000.
Throughout her career, Phillips served on numerous
departmental, college, University, state and national
committees. She was a member of several North Central
Accreditation teams. She served IAHPERD as chair of the
physical education state curriculum committee and as a
past president.
Phillips was also an active member of the national
American Association of Health, Physical Education,
Recreation and Dance (AAHPERD). In 2002, she received
the AAHPERD College and University Administrators
Council’s (CUAC) Honor Award, based on professional
involvement at the state, district and national levels. She
was cited for her service to the profession through CUAC
and her leadership on the American Association for Active
Lifestyles and Fitness (AAALF) executive board and
awards committee. That same fall, she also was awarded
the IAHPERD service award.
The Western Organization for Women (WOW)
presented Phillips with its 2004 WOW Achievement
Award, which honors women who make extraordinary
contributions to Western through mentoring, supporting

Lab School keeps
legacy alive

Training
School; Academy;
Laboratory
School; Campus
School; Western
High: whatever
its name, the
WIU Laboratory
School was a
unique educational
institution, from its
inception in 1899
as the Training
School until its
closure in 1973 as Western High School.
Its doors have been closed for decades but its spirit
lives on in the hearts of thousands of alumni, teachers,
administrators, employees, and their families. Lab school
alumni are the beneficiaries of its legacy, and wish to
continue it in the form of a scholarship fund for deserving
Western education students.
The first scholarship recipient is Kimberly Beuttel, a
senior special education and elementary education double
major. Kimberly is student teaching in Havana (IL) and is
enjoying the opportunity to apply the many techniques
that she learned in classes at Western. Gifts may be made
to the Western High School Scholarship through the WIU
Foundation, 1 University Circle, Macomb, IL 61455-1390.
or promoting women colleagues, coworkers or students.
Phillips was one of two women first inducted
into the WIU Athletics Hall of Fame in 1989. She was
a highly successful badminton coach for 13 years
(1971-1983), guiding Western’s teams to eight of nine
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics for Women
(AIAW) national tournaments. In each of those
appearances, WIU placed in the top six teams. Phillips
coached Western to third place nationally in 1972, with
Robin (Bender) McGowan ‘75 earning second place in
singles competition. From 1975-1983, Phillips led more
than a dozen competitors to the quarterfinal rounds in
AIAW national tournaments. She also served as host
and tournament director for two AIAW nationals in
Macomb (1975, 1981). She was active in the National
Collegiate Badminton Coaches’ Council, which she
served a term as chair.
Phillips was a current member of the Board of
Directors for Western’s State University Annuitants
Association (SUAA), which she had served as past
president. She was also a member of Small Paws®
Rescue Inc., a rescue organization for Bichons.
She earned her bachelor’s degree in physical
education from Eastern Illinois University (1964), her
master’s degree in physical education from Western and
her Ph.D. from The Ohio State University (1977).
She was a member of the Macomb Road Runners
and Western’s Harry Mussatto Golf Course.
Memorials may be made to the Donna S. Phillips
Scholarship Endowment through the WIU Foundation,
1 University Circle, Macomb, IL 61455-1390.
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College of Education and Human Services

COEHS featured alumnus: Lyneir Cole ’87

court hearings, provide updates
on the progression of the case and
seek recommendations from court
personnel. My job consists of working
with the parents who are participating
in drug/alcohol treatment, domestic
violence counseling, medical training,
What positions have you held since
and visitation of their children and
graduating from WIU that have helped
parenting skills. My duties include
you in your journey to your current
working with parents who are required
position?
to have psychological assessments and
I have been in mental health
mental health services. I love my job,
since 1993 working with adults and
because it gives me the opportunity
since 1998 I have been working with
to help children who didn’t ask to
Department of Child and Family
be in their position. The majority
Services (DCFS) wards of the state.
of the wards of the state don’t have
I became a DCFS worker at Seguin
contact with their parents and need
Services in 2000 to help minors,
some guidance. I feel that providing
because they don’t have anyone and their
structure, love and nurturing helps
Lyneir Cole
family rarely has contact. I also gained
the minors cope with the loss of adult
experience in individual and group counseling, treatment
leadership. I treat every child on my case load as if they
plans, intake assessments and discharge planning. I have
were my own child. I want to advocate and provide that
been an assistant residential administrator to several
trust and guidance children seek from adults.
Community Integrated Living Arrangements (CILA)
At Riveredge I monitor the behaviors of mental health
homes for developmentally disabled adults. I supervised a patients. My position consists of going to several units
staff of 15 individuals to assure that placements provided
to verbally deescalate behaviors, prior to them getting
adequate care to the clients. I have been an instructor
out of control. I assess the situation and devise a plan of
of nonviolent crisis intervention through the Crisis
action with the cooperation of the patients. My goal is
Prevention Institute for 10 years. I teach individuals
to help decrease anxiety in the patient and get them to
techniques on defusing aggressive behavior by using
apply coping skills. I utilize my counseling skills and get
verbal de-escalation skills, and without physically
the individual to focus on the positive and work towards
touching a person.
being discharged from the hospital. This position is
fulfilling, because everyone experiences hard times in their
Why did you pursue a degree in law enforcement and
lives. I assist them in identifying techniques to get them
justice administration from WIU?
focused and on-task.
I wanted to become a police officer, lawyer or open a
security firm. I feel better served in the field of social work. What are some of the most interesting challenges you have
I feel that I am a servant leader.
had in your career?
My biggest challenge is gaining the trust and respect
Explain your current responsibilities and how your
of a client because the majority of them have been
position is personally fulﬁlling.
through some sort of traumatic experience. I was talking
At Seguin Services I help to get families reunified and
with a biological parent on the phone, while waiting for
seek out permanency for minors whose parents lose their
investigators to arrive and take custody of her newborn.
parental rights. I refer parents and minors for services
A parent who has children in the system has to report any
that assist in reunification, by preparing a service plan
additional births, and when the child is born, we may
every six months that monitors their progress. I attend
have to take custody due to risk of harm. I had a fiveyear-old on my caseload who died from her abuse and
What is your current position?
I have been a child welfare
specialist at Seguin Services for 10
years and an administrative milieu
coordinator at Riveredge Psychiatric
Hospital for three years.

a disease contracted at birth. I once had to locate a client
who gave a plan of suicide, so I located the client, called
the police for assistance and the client was placed in the
hospital for treatment. A client experienced two traumatic
incidents—being beaten by his foster parents, and the
death of his sister, who was also in the system. Already
knowing the circumstances of the case, I had to maintain
professionalism, after watching the video of the minor
being beaten for several hours.
You are still very involved at Western Illinois University,
serving on the Alumni Council and the COEHS
Advancement Advisory Board. What advice do you have
for other alumni who want to become involved?
I recommend that anyone who wants to become
involved should contact the college or department that
granted their degree, or the Alumni Association. They
need to be dedicated and sincere about the commitment
they make to volunteering their services.
What advice would you give to graduating students? To
what do you attribute your success?
I would advise graduating students to stay focused
and committed to their dreams. They need to be active in
achieving their success and always willing to learn new
things. Their degree shows that they have the ability to
complete a task and they are not just seeking a job, they
are looking for a career. Individuals should utilize their
support systems to reach their goals. I recommend being
active in your University and promoting its success. The
gratification of having an impact on another person’s life
is very rewarding spiritually and opens doors to your own
success.
I personally attribute part of my success to my parents.
My mother provided encouragement to stay focused and
on-task, and she believed in me, even when I had doubts.
My father provided me with a strong work ethic and
instilled in me to always be the best at what you do in
life, no matter what it is. He often said to me, “Be good at
your job and learn the next person’s job in case yours is
eliminated.”
I attribute attending Western to my success, because the
college experience prepared me to deal with society and its
demands. I was trained in the field of law enforcement and
administration that prepared me to enter the work force. I
learned anything is possible, if you work hard and commit
yourself.

Continued from NATO p.5
to learn best practices about how to respond to terrorism.”
Expertise like Alexander’s provides Western LEJA
students with the opportunity to learn from an emerging
scholar researching anti-terrorism practices. He noted that
at the undergraduate level, the program offers a homeland
security minor that provides students exposure to
various foundational, legal and tactical principles, which
can be put into practice once they are employed at law
enforcement departments.
“We also offer a graduate course on terrorism,” he
said. “After having traveled across the United States
and internationally, I believe our students have a better

understanding of terrorism than many specialists working
in law enforcement departments around the country,”
Alexander added.
Alexander noted that he was invited to speak at
COE-DAT’s “Legal Aspects of Combating Terrorism”
through a contact he made at another terrorism-focused
conference he spoke at Antalya, Turkey in November 2009.
“Terrorism is a global problem that NATO’s Centre
addresses through its activities. It was an extraordinary
opportunity for me to speak at the conference in January,
and the staff at COE-DAT has invited me to speak at other
programs in the future,” he added.

Alexander’s recent research is concentrated on the
radicalization and recruitment of extremists and terrorists,
Jihadist activities on U.S. soil and emerging legal issues in
combating terrorism.
Learn more about Alexander at wiu.edu/leja/
Faculty_Staff/alexander.html. Visit WIU’s School of Law
Enforcement and Justice Administration at wiu.edu/leja.
More information about NATO’s Centre of
Excellence-Defence Against Terrorism is available at
tmmm.tsk.tr.
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Retired educators support future teachers through gift
in education. “Visiting campus,
and having our residence in
Macomb from 2004 through
Retired teachers Arlington ‘53
2008, reinforced our confidence
and Arlene Seymour recently put
in having made that choice.”
a capstone on their tradition of
Arlie and Arlene Seymour
generosity by making a $1 million
met in California in the early
planned gift to Western Illinois
1960s, where they both were
University.
teaching. Arlie taught high
Beginning in 1997, the
school in Springfield (IL),
Seymours committed to Western
before heading to California in
by establishing the Arlington
1962. Arlene graduated from
and Arlene Seymour Teacher
Michigan State, teaching in that
Education Endowment to
state before moving to California
provide scholarships for students Arlie ’53 and Arlene Seymour, who worked
their way through college as “Depression-era
in 1964. They married and spent
pursuing careers in teaching.
babies,” designed their gift to ensure financial
most of their careers in the San
This fall, the Seymours disclosed
help for future teachers.
Jose Unified School District. The
that they also have provided for
Seymours retired in 1993 with a
a $1 million planned gift for the
combined 69 years of teaching spread over five decades.
scholarship.
“We both worked our way through college, with
“We felt that Western provided a personal association
modest help from our parents. This was true of the
for what we wanted to do with our estate for the
majority of college people of our generation, the
immediate and long-term future,” said Arlie, who majored
By Julie Murphy ‘94 MS ‘95

‘depression babies.’ Need was a criteria for all of us,” said
Arlie. “We have seen so many students in education fall
through the cracks, and we wanted to help them.”
“We have been exceptionally pleased with the
administration of our scholarship awards over the past
decade,” added Arlene. “We have received many written
communications from the recipients, and during recent
years were able to meet many of them personally.”
“The Seymours are very down-to-earth people with
a very quiet way about them,” said Brad Bainter ‘79 MS
‘83, director of university development and planned
giving. “They have given of their time and resources over
the years without drawing attention to themselves. This
planned gift was made without fuss or fanfare.”
“We don’t feel that we are doing anything special,
and we don’t expect anything in return,” Arlie said. “The
impact that we hope to make is for the scholarships to just
be there—for them to be available and lend a helping hand
to students who need it.”
Arlie added, “We hope our commitment to WIU will
persuade other alumni and friends of WIU to do the
same.”

38 years, $100,000 and 4 scholarships: The Taylor Legacy
By Julie Murphy ‘94 MS ‘95

Most WIU community members will recognize the
name Gordon “Gordy” Taylor ‘68; he directed Western’s
award-winning alumni program for 28 years before retiring
in 2006 with more than 37 years of service to the University.
Gordy’s wife, Diane (Paulsen) Taylor ‘89 MA ‘91, is
retired from Spoon River College in Macomb, where she
taught English for many years. The Taylors, who have been
married for 41 years, met on a blind date at Lake Argyle in
1967.
Most people associated with both WIU and SRC know
of the Taylors’ strong belief in the power of education.
What they may not know, however, is that Gordy and
Diane have quietly created, funded and planned for a total
of four scholarships to benefit Western Illinois University
students, including transfer students from Spoon River
College.
Gordy and his three brothers established the Dr.
Gordon A. and Constance Taylor Scholarship to honor their
parents. All four siblings, who graduated from Hinsdale
Central High School (Hinsdale, IL), are WIU graduates:
David ‘64, Gordon Arthur ‘68, Douglas ‘73, and Gregory
‘82. The family scholarship is awarded to an entering
WIU freshman from Hinsdale Central High School with a
declared major in business.
The Harry and Anna Paulsen Scholarship is named
in honor of Diane’s parents. Anna always wanted to be
a teacher, but the conditions of the Great Depression
prohibited her from fulfilling her dream. She and Harry,
a WWII veteran with a Purple Heart, encouraged their
four children to pursue higher education after graduation
from Zion-Benton Township High School (ZBTHS). Three
of their four children went on to receive degrees from
WIU: Ruth (Paulsen) Drew ‘79, Paul Paulsen ‘75, and
Diane (Paulsen) Taylor ‘89 MA ’91, as did two of their
grandchildren: Jennifer (Taylor) Stevenson ‘95 and Neil
Paulsen ‘02.

Anna Paulsen worked 22 years as a bookkeeper at
ZBTHS, her son Paul retired as the math department chair,
and daughter-in-law Marsha is a guidance counselor.
Because of these close ties, and Anna’s unfulfilled dream
of becoming a teacher, the scholarship is given to a ZBTHS
graduate entering WIU to study teacher education. This
scholarship is supported by Harry and Anna, Ruth and
Steve Drew, Paul and Marsha Paulsen and Diane and
Gordy.
Diane initiated The Gordon and Diane Taylor
Scholarship with financial support from WIU alumni and
friends upon Gordy’s 2006 retirement as a way to honor
his years of service to WIU. The Taylors have structured
their scholarship to benefit a new transfer student from
SRC with a preference for declared English majors.
“We really appreciate all the support we received from
family, friends and colleagues to honor Gordy with this
scholarship,” said Diane.
The Gordon and Diane Taylor Alumni Scholarship will
be awarded as part of Gordy and Diane’s estate.
The Taylors claim to have “purple and gold running
through their veins,” and Gordy’s relationship with
alumni has been a highlight of his life. When making
provisions for this scholarship, the Taylors decided they
would like it to go to a legacy student, or the child of
an alumnus, with proven participation and leadership
activities.
“The first scholarship was started on a whim, then
it took off and impressed us with the good it could do,”
Gordy said.
“We both believe that education strengthens
individuals, and we embrace the idea of helping students
achieve their educational objectives, so we went on to
establish scholarships in honor of our parents, who
encouraged us to pursue higher education,” Diane added.
“Western has been very good to us,” said Gordy.

Former Alumni Programs Director Gordy Taylor ’68
and his wife, Diane ’89 MA ’91, have funded four
scholarships for future students of their alma mater.
“Diane and I met, married and raised our family here.
Many of our family members also graduated from Western
and have gone on to rewarding lives. These scholarships
are our living legacy; they will continue long after we are
gone and pay tribute to our family by helping students at
the institution that gave so much to us.”
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Admissions office gaining new fans via Facebook
In the competitive world of
admissions.
college admissions, colleges and
“We have focused on
universities are utilizing Facebook
maintaining a Facebook fan
for recruiting, communicating
page, uploading pictures, news
with prospective students and
pieces and videos detailing recent
providing up-to-date news.
campus events to keep accepted
With the use of social
students aware of their next
networking sites, educational
steps in the admission process,”
institutions can save money and
Campbell said. “Our Facebook
cut back on their more traditional
community has become active
recruiting methods, such as mass
and we have a dedicated student
mailings.
worker who uses it daily to
Part of the overall recruitment
communicate with students.
strategy for the Office of
“When we first began using
Undergraduate Admissions at
Facebook, we really did not
Western Illinois University is to
know how effective it would be.
utilize Facebook as a marketing
Fortunately, we have some terrific
and communication tool.
and knowledgeable colleagues at
WIU Admissions staff interact with prospective
“Over the past year, we have
WIU. Teresa Koltzenburg ’92, a
students via Facebook.
been purchasing ads to target
public information specialist in
students not only in the state of Illinois, but in Iowa,
the office of university relations, gave us great guidance
Missouri and Wisconsin where we now offer in-state
and did a wonderful job making a video to get students
tuition rates to students coming from those locations,”
interested in our Facebook presence, Campbell added.
according to Eric Campbell, director of undergraduate
“I was also fortunate to hire new staff members who

Keeping campus healthy
H1N1 influenza dominated the activities at WIU last
semester. Planning for a possible H1N1 pandemic has been
ongoing, including hosting a University-wide tabletop
exercise conducted in July. This helped the University to
identify gaps in the planning, and to establish policies for
absenteeism due to flu-like illness.
The pandemic web site wiu.edu/unews/health.sphp
is continuously updated with information on the current
situation at WIU, self-care instructions, absenteeism policy,
prevention measures and links to the Center for Disease
Control (CDC) and other resources. Sessions have been
held with various campus groups to review the basics of
H1N1, the attendance policy and prevention strategies
such as handwashing and personal hygiene practices. A
“Dr. Rocky” YouTube video was launched in Fall 2009.

The first confirmed case of H1N1 in the fall semester
occurred in mid-October; shortly thereafter, the University
saw a dramatic increase in flu-like illnesses.
The University distributed 800 doses of H1N1 vaccine,
and 1,500 doses of seasonal vaccine, with clinics held
in residence halls and the University Union to reach as
many individuals as possible. As the cases of influenzalike illnesses increased, self-care supplies were stocked at
residence halls, including masks, medications and handsanitizers.
There is no doubt that the impact of H1N1 and
seasonal flu, although significant, was greatly reduced
by the planning and preparation steps undertaken across
campus and the community.

Wash your paws (or hands)!
[Or use hand sanitizer.]

See Western’s

Admissions

Facebook page at

facebook.com/
WIUAPPLYNOW

Continued from Corbin/Olson p.1

“Dr.” Rocky Says: STAY HEALTHY!

Cover your cough & sneeze!*
* And throw the tissue away!

are very well informed about Facebook marketing. We are
now able to communicate with prospective students that
we could not afford to make contact with if we had used
more traditional direct mail campaigns. In fact, over the
holiday break we purchased a Facebook ad and sent our
message to selected high school and community college
students throughout the state of Illinois. The response
yielded 2,247,882 ad views. That campaign brought 200
new fans to our Facebook page,” he said.
The video can be found on the Facebook page.

Stay home if you feel sick!

As part of its efforts to keep the campus community informed, WIU’s university relations design staff created
awareness fliers that were posted throughout campus.

conducted during the Fall 2009 semester, with Corbin and
Olson halls renovation slated to begin in the October 2010.
The entire project should be completed by Fall 2012.
Beginning in Fall 2010, the Fine Arts floors will be
housed in Grote Hall on an interim basis, while the Honors
communities will be located in Bayliss and Tanner halls.

History of the halls

Corbin Hall was erected during the building boom of
President A.L. Knoblauch’s tenure. The eight-story hall,
named for Mabel L. Corbin, cost $2.8 million and was
move-in ready for 800 female students by September 1962.
Olson Hall, once referred to as “Corbin’s Twin,” was
completed in 1965, at a cost of $3 million. Named for
Corbin’s close friend, Blenda Olson, it housed 602 women.
While still under construction, Olson Hall was dedicated
Nov. 22, 1964, along with Corbin, Lincoln and Washington
halls.
Blenda Olson and Mabel Corbin were hired in 1909 and
1910, respectively, by President Alfred E. Bayliss. Olson
was the head of Western’s foreign languages department
during most of her 29 years at the University, while Corbin
taught English and served as the Western Courier adviser
for many years.
Design concepts, pictures and videos of the renovation
will be posted on UHDS’s Facebook page.
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Prospective students to head to ‘Camp’
The Division of Student
Services is preparing to
launch an exciting new
initiative in August aimed
at student involvement,
leadership training, and
diversity conversations. Camp
Leatherneck is a three-day
retreat for first-year students,
designed to connect incoming
students to their peers and to
WIU—before ever attending a
class.
The idea for Camp
Leatherneck is rooted in the
successes of similar programs at
benchmark institutions and universities across the nation,
according to Adam Ludwig, assistant complex director
and current College Student Personnel (CSP) graduate
student.
A team of graduate students from Western’s CSP
program has been working to incorporate research and
student development theory into the program’s design.

The team proposed Camp
Leatherneck to WIU students
and to the Division of Student
Services last spring, and
received full funding from the
Division of Student Services
and Office of the Provost.
“Assessment at the
researched institutions has
demonstrated increased
retention and student
involvement just a few short
years after the implementation
of similar programs,” Vice
President for Student Services
Garry Johnson said.
The planning team is in the process of recruiting
Leatherneck Leaders, current student leaders who will
be trained to facilitate sessions at Camp Leatherneck.
Registration is also open for prospective students.
For more information, contact the planning team at

campleatherneck@wiu.edu or visit wiu.edu/campleatherneck.

Coming Soon!
Join us for the

WIU-CSP/SS Summer Institute
Third Annual

College Student Personnel/Student Services
Summer Institute at Western

June 17-18, 2010
For more information, please
call (309) 298-1814.
Details will be available this spring at:

vpss.wiu.edu/summerinstitute

Check out the CSP newsletter online for
more department news at wiu.edu/csp

WIU adopts soldiers
In January 2009, the men of B Battery 1 321AFA, from
Fort Bragg (NC), were assigned a Forward Operating Base
(FOB) duty on the Afghanistan-Pakistan border area. The
Command Officer of the Battery, 1st Lt. Al Waters ‘06,
informed his family that some number of his men did not
receive letters or packages while they were deployed. His
father, Al Waters Sr., director of WIU’s Career Services,
initiated an inquiry throughout the campus and ultimately
established the “Adopt-A-Soldier-B Battery 1-321 AFA”
drive.
“The response from the WIU community was
overwhelming,” the senior Waters said. “Within a few days,
each of the soldiers had several around campus preparing
packages and letters and cards to be sent. The initial purpose
was to ensure that during the holidays, each soldier would
receive no fewer than two packages.”
Prior to the holidays, each office and individual who
adopted a soldier began to send packages. A particular
highlight of the adoption program was that the Western
community sent WIU “hoodie” sweatshirts to each member
of the Battery.
“WIU had quite a presence and visibility at the Camp
Clark FOB in Afghanistan,” Waters Sr. said.
The men in the B Battery also received Christmas
stockings sent by Sherri ‘87 and Pat Whalen of Colchester
(IL).
“The report from my son was that they were surprised
and exceptionally thankful for the fact that complete
strangers thought so much of them,” Waters Sr. added.
Supporters of the program included offices and
individuals from Sherman Hall, the Spencer Recreation
Center, the ROTC Office, the Accounting Office, Financial
Aid Office, Registrar’s Office, Administrative Information
Management Systems, Payroll Office, Admissions Office,
Career Services Office, Beu Health Center, Alumni
Association, Telecommunications/Westel Services, Billings

Members of 2006 graduate Al Waters’ Battery proudly display their WIU sweatshirts, which they received as part of a drive
coordinated by Al Waters Sr., director of Career Services at WIU.
and Receivables, along with the Macomb Morning Rotary
Club, the Masonic Lodge of Macomb, M & M Vending,
HyVee and WIU’s Social Work Club. Funding for the
massive mailing to the troops came from fundraisers, the
collective efforts of personnel who adopted a soldier, and the
many individuals who sought out Al Waters Sr. and made
cash donations.

“When the men were assembled at Fort Bragg upon their
return, the Brigade Commander expressed appreciation
to all the contributors to this extensive effort,” said Waters
Sr. “This effort was exercised and completed by caring and
supportive people who showed unselfish giving for their
countrymen who were serving on their behalf in a foreign
country.”
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Western Illinois leads the Summit
League fall academic team

Western Illinois studentathletes not only turned in the best
cumulative semester GPA in athletics
department history (3.15 in Fall
2009), but the Leathernecks also
paced the Summit League with the
most selections to the Academic AllSummit League squad.
WIU led the way with 63
selections to the Academic AllSummit League squad, covering the
fall sports of: men’s and women’s
cross country, men’s and women’s
soccer and volleyball.
The Leathernecks edged Oakland
(62) and IUPUI (61) for the league’s
top spot. Centenary had 52 student-

Emily Harrison, an early childhood education
major with a cumulative 4.0 grade point
average, is among the Leathernecks who
helped earn the distinction. Harrison
was also named to the CoSIDA/ESPN The
Magazine Academic All-District V Second
Team.

athletes on the list, followed by
North Dakota State (50), IPFW
(48), Oral Roberts (48), South
Dakota State (47), UMKC (41)
and Southern Utah (39). Of the
511 student-athletes honored,
70 posted a perfect 4.0 GPA.
In order to be selected to the
Academic All-Summit League
Team, a student-athlete must
have a 3.0 or better grade-point
average in the semester in
which they compete and must
use a year of eligibility.
The women’s cross country
team was one of 12 Western
Illinois sports programs (out
of 20) to post a cumulative 3.0
GPA in Fall 2009, leading the
way with a 3.50. The other fall
programs include: volleyball
(3.44), women’s soccer (3.37)
and men’s cross country (3.26).

Matthew Barr Named WIU’s Lincoln
Student Laureate of Illinois

the Old State Capitol in Springfield. It
included participation in a processional
of state, civic and academic leaders,
with an appearance by Gov. Pat
Quinn, president of the academy,
who presented the awards. Barr also
participated in a luncheon held at the
Executive Mansion.
“Being a student-athlete at a
Division I institution (Football
Championship Subdivision, formerly
known as Division I-AA) has allowed
me to both learn the necessary skills
to become an exemplary student and
reinforce the attributes that have been
Senior quarterback Matt instilled in me since I was young,” Barr
Matt Barr with Director of Athletics Tim Van
said. “
Barr in action.
Alstine, left, and College of Business and
Barr, voted a team captain in 2008
Technology Dean Tom Erekson, right. Photo
and 2009, has been the starting quarterback since the 2007
courtesy of The Lincoln Academy of Illinois.
season. He started four games this year, but he suffered a
Matthew Barr, a premier WIU student-athlete, was the
University’s recipient of the 2009-2010 Lincoln Academy of season-ending injury against Southern Illinois University,
forcing him to the sidelines for the remaining seven games
Illinois Student Laureate Award.
of the 2009 season. Barr was awarded Player of the Week
The prestigious award is presented annually to an
honors this fall by the College Sporting News National
outstanding senior from each of Illinois’ four-year degreeFootball Championship and the Missouri Valley Football
granting institutions to honor them for overall academic
Conference after the season’s opening win at Sam Houston
excellence and extracurricular activities.
State, where he set the second-best passing game yardage
Barr, a senior accountancy major and a Fighting
Leathernecks quarterback from Belvidere (IL), received the in Western Illinois history, throwing for 437 yards and
three touchdowns.
Student Laureate Medallion, a certificate of achievement
and a check for $150 at an awards ceremony Nov. 7 in

2010 football
schedule announced

A season-opening game at Hanson Field, one of six
home games in all, and a game at Big 10 Conference
member Purdue highlight the 2010 Western Illinois
Football schedule. Tim Van Alstine, assistant vice
president for Student Services/director of Athletics, made
the announcement Jan. 12.
Kickoff times and ticket prices will be announced at a
later date.
The Fighting Leathernecks open the season at home
Thursday, Sept. 2, against Pioneer Football Conference
member Valparaiso (IN), the first-ever meeting against
the Crusaders. On Saturday, Sept. 11, Western travels to
Purdue for the first-time meeting against the Boilermakers.
The following Saturday (Sept. 18), the Leathernecks play
host to Sam Houston State. Last year Western won a
thrilling 35-28 decision in Huntsville (TX).
Missouri Valley Football Conference play begins at
Hanson Field on Sept. 25 against Indiana State. The game
will be part of Homecoming 2010 festivities.
Western Illinois will make consecutive road trips over
the next two weekends, Oct. 2 at North Dakota State and
the 9th at South Dakota State.
The Leathernecks return home Oct. 16 to face
Youngstown State for Family Weekend. After a road game
at Missouri State (Oct. 23), Western returns home to battle
Illinois State (Oct. 30).
A bye week (Nov. 6) precedes a road game at Southern
Illinois (Nov. 13) before closing out the regular season at
Hanson Field against Northern Iowa (Nov. 20). The first
round of the NCAA Football Championship Subdivision
playoffs begin on November 27th.

Save the Date!
April 10, 2010
Third Annual

All Leatherneck Reunion and Leatherneck
Football Spring Scrimmage in Chicago
Details on p. 28

Intercollegiate Athletics

Athletics department
implements ‘Rocky’s
Reach’ program

Western Illinois University student-athletes are once
again volunteering their time in the Macomb and area
communities. Through a new program, “Rocky’s Reach,”
Leatherneck student-athletes interact with elementary-age
children, participating in such activities as playing board
games, recess activities and mentoring.
For two days per week, representatives from Western’s
sport programs volunteer time at two local schools.
“Rocky’s Reach” is part of the athletics department
philosophy for student-athletes to give back to the
community and to individuals who are in need through
a clearly defined program of service, and develop the
foundation of a lifelong commitment to volunteerism.
“One of Western’s four core values is social
responsibility, so as an athletics department, we stress
to all of our student-athletes the importance of this
commitment,” said Lisa Melz MS ‘94, director of Athletic
Academic Services. “We challenge our student-athletes
every semester to serve as a resource for community
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Arthur Dufelmeier

development locally, in our region and beyond. The
weekly programs we are conducting at both Lincoln
Elementary and MacArthur Early Childhood Center are
both evidence of that.”
Over the past three academic years, Western Illinois
student-athletes have logged nearly 3,000 hours of
community service annually, and since 2003-2004 year,
have raised at least $12,000 for charity.

Former Leathernecks Head Football Coach Arthur
Dufelmeier MS-ED ’52, age 86, of Havana (IL), passed
away Feb. 4 in Havana.
He served as the assistant head football coach at
Western from 1949-1960, and served as head coach
from 1960-1968. He also coached tennis and taught
PE classes until he retired in 1969. He was inducted
into Western’s Athletics Hall of Fame in 1986. After
Western, Dufelmeier had a 17-year stint as the Havana
High School head coach. Along with coaching at these
schools, he was a lifelong educator.
Dufelmeier graduated from Beardstown High School
and attended the University of Illinois on a basketball
scholarship. He left the University of Illinois in 1943
to serve his country during World War II, and was a
prisoner of war for 11 months. He was liberated on May
2, 1945. He returned to college five months later and was
elected captain of the football team that won the Big 10
and beat UCLA in the 1947 Rose Bowl. He earned his
bachelor’s degree from the University of Illinois and his
master’s degree in 1952 from Western.
Online memorial messages may be left for his family
at hurleyfh.com. Services were held in February in
Havana (IL).

Pankratz lends a hand in Costa Rica
Senior
Lori Pankratz
Davenport
(IA), recently
spent time in
Costa Rica with
Wesley United
Methodist
Church of
Macomb,
volunteering at
local orphanages
and churches.
In early
January, Pankratz
Senior Lori Pankratz with two children
and a group of 12
from Los Guidos, Costa Rica, during
people delivered
her recent mission trip to the country.
more than 100
toiletry kits to children in the community, provided
daycare services to parents who cannot afford it, and built
a concrete retaining wall at a playground site. On the last
few days of the trip, the group had some free time to do
sightseeing.
During the trip, Pankratz shared some of her daily
adventures with the Leatherneck community via the
athletics department website, GoLeathernecks.com.
The following is the final installment of Pankratz’s
correspondence about her journey in Costa Rica:
“One last Hola, (01/21/10)
Our work in Costa Rica is done for now. We continued
working at the site and got a thick layer of concrete poured
through the trench. In the beginning of the week, we took
a half-day off work and threw a fiesta in the afternoon at
a local church. About 210 kids and their families came to
celebrate. We played games with the kids and served them

Hola from Costa
Rica! (01/07/10)

We arrived
Tuesday morning in
Costa Rica after
traveling all morning.
We ﬂew from Chicago
to Guatemala, then a
short trip to Costa
Rica. The scenery is
gorgeous! We are surrounded by mountains and
luscious green trees. When we ﬁrst arrived, we
were taken to lunch at the missionary location.
We were also given a small tour of the town.
Today was the ﬁrst day of missionary work.
We traveled to a rough neighborhood where a
Methodist Church takes in children during the
day. About 100 children or more gathered for
lunch and activities. These children have very
rough lives and value the food and love we gave
them. My activity was providing simple string in
order to braid some jewelry. It was a hit!! I had
about 10 kids at a time pulling at my arm yelling
“muchacha muchacha, por mi por mi?” I got
tons of pictures of the kids holding up their
new jewelry, deﬁnitely pictures I will savor. The
day ﬂew by and it was time for us to leave. We
also gave the children plastic baggies ﬁlled with
soap, shampoo, toothpaste, and other necessary
products. They were all so thankful. Tomorrow
is the ﬁrst day we will be doing manual labor. We
will be traveling back to the missionary site where
a playground needs to be built. I will share more
pictures and stories later!!
Adios, Lori

Hola!! (01/10/10)

After three long day
s in the sun, we are
taking
a break from the co
nstruction work. We
have
been working at a sit
e that will eventuall
y become
a playground. Howe
ver, a strong retaining
wall
needs to be built in
order to make it saf
e. Since
there are earthquakes
, the structure needs
to
be very strong so we
are busy bending and
tying
rebar together. On Mo
nday, we will start po
uring
some concrete. The
entire project will tak
e 3-4
months and will involv
e several mission gro
ups
that will travel to Co
sta Rica. Lots of lab
or and
love is being put int
o this playground and
it will
have such a great eff
ect on the commun
ity!
Tomorrow we are tak
ing a daytrip to visit
a
volcano in the area.
We have been blessed
with
amazing weather and
I wish I could sen
d some
of the warmth back
to Illinois!!
Adios for now!

dinner and ice cream. The best part of the night was seeing
the kids’ faces light up when they saw the piñatas! There
was a lot of cheering going on. It was a wonderful service.
We also went on a second trip to Los Guidos to see the
children again. They were very excited to see us and we
were happy to play with them all day. The last few days
of the trip we were able to take in the beautiful scenery of
Costa Rica before our long trip home.
Costa Rica is a beautiful place with wonderful people
and I was blessed to be able to have this experience. A
big thanks to the Wesley Church for the support and
organization of the trip. Adios for now! Time to prepare for
another successful softball season! Go ’Necks!”
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New CAS Political Science Gallery
features Apollo, Nixon-era items

Marty Green ’87, left, with Thomas Booth ’55, and
Political Science Chair Richard Hardy ’70, right, at the
opening of the Political Science Memorabilia Gallery.
After two years of planning and preparation, the
College of Arts and Sciences (CAS) celebrated the grand
opening of the Political Science Memorabilia Gallery,
a new resource in Morgan Hall made possible by the
generosity of alumnus Thomas Booth ‘55.
Booth, a 1970 Distinguished Alumni Award recipient
who earned his bachelor’s degree in education from
Western, donated his extensive collection of political
memorabilia to Western after a long career in politics.
The collection consists of signed prints, photographs,
scrapbooks and books from presidents and politicians with

whom Booth met, worked with and entertained during
his career. Of special interest is a collection of photographs
and personal notes from a few of the 1969 Apollo
astronauts as well as a 1968 Nixon presidential campaign
poster designed by Booth; personal gifts given to Booth
from former presidents; and a variety of campaign
buttons, fine art pieces, books and numerous other
collectibles, all of which tell their own story of political and
historical significance.
Much of this collection is for viewing only. However,
visitors are invited to read and explore the many written
works. The gallery is open to the public from 10 a.m.3 p.m. Monday through Friday and can be shown by
appointment through the CAS Dean’s Office at (309) 2981828. The student honorary society Pi Sigma Alpha, and
the Associated Students of Political Science organizations,
have volunteered to host visitors to the gallery. Special
handling gloves are available.
The grand opening in October was celebrated with
featured speakers Susan Martinelli-Fernandez, CAS
interim dean; Richard Hardy ‘70, political science chair;
Larry Blake, retired curator of the Lincoln Home in
Springfield; Rep. Rich Myers ’73; and Mick Wisslead,
Macomb mayor. Letters were read from former Minority
Leader of the U.S. House of Representatives Bob Michel
and U.S. Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood. Myers
presented Booth with a flag that was recently flown over
the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C.
To view photos of current gallery displays, visit the
CAS web site at wiu.edu/cas and click on the CAS Photo
Gallery tab.

Moreno publishes new book on
Nevada mysteries and legends
In addition to advising students who
work at Western’s student newspaper,
Western Courier, Richard Moreno,
director of WIU student publications,
finds Nevada to be such a mysterious
place that he suggests it’s easy to believe
in the existence of something at the
bottom of Lake Tahoe. In his new book,
“Mysteries and Legends of Nevada:
True Stories of the Unsolved and
Unexplained,” Moreno also relays the
state’s enigma through the legend of a
Nevadan U.S. Senator, who died a few
days before an election, and to prevent
voters from finding out, his body was
kept iced in a bathtub.
Moreno recounts these stories and
15 more of the most enduring and
fascinating tall tales in the Silver State.
Among the mysteries explored in the
208-page book are such questions as: Did

Butch Cassidy rob the First National
Bank of Winnemucca? Who killed
gangster Benjamin “Bugsy” Siegel?
Why did a San Francisco newspaper
announce that the Garden of Eden had
been found in Nevada?
Before coming to WIU, Moreno was
publisher of Nevada Magazine. He is
also the author of nine Nevada-related
books, including “Nevada Curiosities.”
In 2007, he was honored with the
Nevada Writers Hall of Fame Silver Pen
Award. In addition, Moreno teaches
journalism classes in Western’s English
and journalism department.
Published by Globe Pequot Press,
“Mysteries and Legends of Nevada:
True Stories of the Unsolved and
Unexplained,” is available in local
bookstores and through amazon.com.

Focus magazine to
be delivered online
Alumni and
friends of the
College of Arts
and Sciences
have had the
opportunity to
receive Focus,
the semiannual
college magazine,
since 2005. Due
to budgetary
considerations,
however, the
Spring 2010 issue
will be available
exclusively in
digital format, as
CAS devotes its
limited resources to activities associated with the College’s
priority of serving students through classroom instruction
and other academic opportunities, as well as studies in
life-long learning encouraged in the Liberal Arts and
Sciences. Alumni who currently receive e-mails from the
University will receive a link to Focus via e-mail in May.
Please update your e-mail address at wiu.edu/alumni and
choose “Update Us.”
Focus editor Bill Knight ‘71 and Interim Dean Susan
Martinelli-Fernandez say the news, features and stories
about the College of Arts and Sciences and its students,
faculty and alumni will continue.
“For the moment, this is a cost-effective move for the
College,” they said. “And for e-mail users, this will be very
convenient.”
To read previous issues of Focus, visit the drop-down
menu titled “About the College” at wiu.edu/cas. Please
call (309) 298-1828 if you are unable to access the online
version.

Save the Date!
Thursday, June 17
Join the College of Arts and Sciences and Chicago-based
alumni and friends for the “Mystic Blue” cruise--the second
annual fundraiser for the CAS Fund for Excellence!
Exclusive use of the ship’s Vista Dec • Private buffet and bar
Space is limited, so get your reservation and payment in early!

* $125 per ticket (non-refundable);
$60 charitable-giving receipt issued for each cash ticket sold.
* Reservation deadline: June 1
For more information, call (309) 298-1828,
or e-mail Bryce Dexter at BM-Dexter2@wiu.edu.

Join us for the fun in June!
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Alumnus authors memoir on journey through dark ‘land’
’89 graduate hopes to reach those who might be struggling with depression
By Alison McGaughey
When Robert Smola ‘89 was a student at WIU, he was
better known as “Boober,” a Delta Sigma Phi fraternity
member who was fairly involved in campus activity.
“If you asked people who knew me at that time, they’d
tell you I was cocky,” he said.
So it may come as a surprise to some to learn that
Smola’s post-college path led not to law school, as he had
planned, but instead to a downward spiral of depression—
one that that eventually led him to an extended stay in a
mental hospital.
Smola recounted his experience in a book, “A Waltz
Through La La Land: A Depression Survivor’s Memoir,”
published through Kirk House in February.
“I wrote this manuscript when I got out of the
hospital,” he said. “I wrote it as a cathartic exercise to
come to peace with what had happened.”
Smola is now able to see “what happened” from
the perspective of having been helped by therapy and
medication.
After graduating from Western with a degree
in political science, Smola struggled with feeling
directionless. His relationship with a girlfriend became
dysfunctional. His future plans vacillated between law
school and finding a job.
“All that change….that’s when things just kind of
spiraled out of control,” he said. “I couldn’t eat. I couldn’t
sleep,” he said. “All I did was worry. I couldn’t function.
“I’m very stubborn, and there’s this proud Italian
part of me that says, ‘You can pull yourself up by your
bootstraps, you can get over it.’ But I learned that
depression is a mental illness, and it is real. It is a real
thing that made me get lost in my own neighborhood,
where I’d lived for 21 years.”
Eventually, Smola attempted suicide. He then spent
more than four months in a mental health facility. With

me; she got my number from my mom.
the help of treatment, Smola now
She reached me in the hospital. I got
knows that he has a chemical imbalance
out in February of 1990, we got married
of serotonin, and that depressive
after that, and we’ve been married for
episodes can be triggered by the kinds
19 years.”
of stressors he described. And he has
It has also been nearly 19 years since
learned how to identify the symptoms
Smola began work on the process of
and causes of clinical depression—the
getting “La La Land” published.
latter of which has re-occurred but been
“When I got out of the hospital, I
largely in remission throughout his
wanted to come to some sort of peace
adult life.
and understanding, and I wrote it,
“That’s the thing that I want to tell
literally, one page at a time. It took me
people: the bottom line is, with the help
about a year to finish. My goal was just
of medication and/or therapy, you can
to get it on paper. And then it was to
recover from this. I wanted to show
help others.
that you could have a horrible episode
“Every time I wanted to quit, I got
like I experienced and that I describe
a little piece of encouragement,” Smola
in the book, but that you can still live
said. “Finally, a year ago, I made a
a normal, productive life if you get
decision: I’ve gotta give it one more
treatment. I want to remove the stigma
shot. I found this website of publishers,
associated with depression.”
Released in February, “A Waltz
and eventually found a small publisher
Smola has been a social worker
Through La La Land” is a
in Minnesota.”
since the first job he took after being
fictionalized account of Robert
Since then he has spoken to some
released from the hospital, working with
Smola’s true story of struggling
college psychology classes, something
developmentally disabled adults as a
with mental illness.
he hopes to do more of, in conjunction
training counselor. He went on to earn
with students reading his book.
a master’s degree at the University of Illinois-Chicago in
“I loved my experience at Western,” he said. “I can’t
1994. He’s now a vice president of program operations at
speak more highly of my teachers, and of my experience
Chrysalis Consulting Group in River Grove (IL).
there. In fact that’s one of the reasons I speak to college
He is also a husband and father of two children. He
students. I think they’re vulnerable, because… I tell them,
is married to Lisa (Toland) Smola ‘89, whom he had
‘College is hard work, but it’s the time of your life. You
originally dated at Western before the aforementioned
have this great set of friends, you blossom… and then one
troubled relationship.
day it’s over. You start going, Where’s my big job? Where
“When I started to have my issues, before going into
are my friends? You know what, it’s hard’.”
the hospital, I had told a mutual friend, Lisa (Riehm)
Schomer ‘89, ‘Tell Lisa (Toland) to hang in there, she’s
Smola’s book can be found online through Amazon.com
a smart girl.’ Well, Lisa (Riehm) Schomer passed that
or through the publisher’s website at kirkhouse.com/
message along. By then, Lisa (Toland) was trying to reach
Books/A-Waltz-Through-La-La-Land.

IBHE approves master’s in biology at Shedd Aquarium
The Illinois Board of Higher
Education (IBHE) in January
approved Western Illinois
University’s requests to offer
a Master of Science in Biology,
with an emphasis in zoo and
aquaria studies, at John G. Shedd
Aquarium in Chicago, and to
upgrade the University’s heating
plant and to replace steam lines.
Students enrolled in the
32-semester-hour Shedd program,
which was approved by Western’s
Board of Trustees in October
2009, would complete some
coursework and conduct research
at The Shedd Aquarium as well
as at Western’s Macomb and/
or Quad Cities campuses. The
program, which will be delivered
at Shedd Aquarium beginning Fall

WIU biology faculty began offering
a graduate-level course at Shedd
in 1991. The new master’s
program offers an emphasis in zoo
and aquaria studies.
2010, is the only master’s degree
program in the state of Illinois that
provides a zoo and aquaria studies
concentration.
According to WIU Provost
and Academic Vice President Jack
Thomas, the degree program at
the Shedd is designed to prepare
students for highly competitive
careers in zoos and aquariums and
builds upon the strengths of the
University’s existing bachelor’s
and master’s biology degree
programs.

“We created this particular graduate degree program
to provide graduates with greater career possibilities
and to fill an area of need. Students were asking for this
concentration,” Thomas added. “We are pleased to offer
this new academic option to our students.”
Fall enrollments are projected to grow from 10 in the
first year to approximately 16 in five years.
“Western’s biology faculty began offering a biology
graduate-level course at Shedd Aquarium in 1991. Nine
years later, faculty recognized that students want careers
in zoos and aquariums, so we created a post-baccalaureate
certificate in response to the need,” said Susan MartinelliFernandez, CAS interim dean. “The partnership between
Western and Shedd Aquarium has been successful
throughout the years, and this new degree program
further builds upon that success.”
For more information about the Master of Science in
Biology, with an emphasis in zoo and aquaria studies at
John G. Shedd Aquarium in Chicago, contact Western’s
department of biological sciences at (309) 298-1546, or visit
wiu.edu/biology.
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TV screen shots inspire art alumnus
’72 graduate’s project now featured in Sallee
Western Illinois University alumnus Thomas C.
Jackson ‘72 has donated eight framed images documenting
the 2004 national political conventions. The 49” x 32”
images are hung in the hallway of the broadcasting
department in Sallee Hall.
Jackson named his work “Visual Analysis of Imagery
used in American Presidential Politics,” and each board
represents one night of the conventions, split equally
between the Republican and Democratic convention.
Jackson said since Sept. 11, 2001, he “has been strongly
impressed by images in the news. I began thinking about
what this meant for my artwork.
“By 2004 I became interested in how the political
parties, as well as the media, were using images to
promote their policies and point of view. I shot photos
from the TV screen and put them together in this
exhibit. While I consider these composite photographs
commentary and analysis, and not artwork, the activity of
producing them became a pivotal moment in my art career.
With this work I wanted to generate discussion, and am
delighted that the resulting studies are seen in an academic
setting in the broadcasting department at WIU,” Jackson
said.
Jackson’s work has been exhibited in numerous juried
exhibitions, group and solo shows. Jackson’s work most
recently appeared in “Artists Talk on Art FUSION,” an
exhibition of the winners of the 2009 annual curatorial
contest at the Tenri Cultural Institute in New York City.
The mission of Artists Talk on Art (ATOA) is to provide
a forum for critical discussions in the visual arts. After
more than 30 years, it is one of the longest-running art
discussions in which artists who are willing to talk about
their work share their art with others and volunteer their
time.

Sharon Evans, broadcasting department chair, with
Thomas C. Jackson ’72, who donated to the University
a recent project inspired by images from the 2004
presidential election.
Before deciding to concentrate on art and committing
to being a fulltime artist, Jackson worked as a designer/
illustrator for a small ad agency in Iowa and then was
hired as a designer at Stamats, Inc., a firm recognized
nationally as a leader in higher education marketing.
While working there for two decades, Jackson also served
as design department head, account executive, creative
director, vice president and general manager and vice
president for client development.
Jackson received his bachelor’s degree in art from WIU
and his Masters of Fine Arts (1974) from the University
of Notre Dame. He taught drawing, painting and other
courses at Mount Mercy College in Cedar Rapids (IA)
from 1974-1978.

New exchange program
with Wales established

Western Illinois
University art students
can experience a
new artistic and
cultural opportunity
through the recently
established WelshAmerican Printmaking
Scholarship exchange
program with Cardiff
College of Art and
Design in Cardiff,
Wales. Cardiff is a major L-r: Charles Wright, art
department chair; David Ferry,
tourism city and has a
distinguished history as printmaking faculty at Cardiff;
and Terry Rodenberg, director of
a cultural center.
Western’s Center for International
The new study
Studies; in the printmaking
abroad program will
allow seniors or juniors studio at Cardiff.
in good academic standing majoring in art-printmaking to
travel from WIU to Wales in the spring semester; students
from Wales will enroll in the fall semester at WIU. The
scholarship is the brainchild of professor emeritus Fred
Jones. Because Jones’ own experience of studying abroad
was pivotal in his life, he generously wants to make this
possible for printmaking students at Western. During the
fall 2009 semester, Jones organized a silent auction of prints
created by his colleagues and WIU students. All sales
benefitted the scholarship fund for WIU students to study
abroad in Wales. The scholarship is still seeking funds
for endowment. Anyone interested in contributing to the
scholarship may contact Mick Cumbie at (309) 298-2620 or
via mail at Browne Hall 116, 1 University Circle, Macomb,
IL 61455.

Music business students get a foot in music industry door

Three senior music business
NAMM, in Carlsbad (CA). Sieracki
majors have recently gained
interned from last August through
real-world experience working
January, and Reem recently began his
in the music industry, thanks to
internship.
receiving prestigious internship
Both are students of Courtney
opportunities and scholarships
Blankenship, music instructor,
from the National Association of
whose encouragement and letters of
Music Merchants (NAMM).
recommendation helped them to receive
Michael Musto of Naperville
these prestigious internships. According
(IL), who is president of the WIU
to the internship agreement, “The
Music Business Association,
NAMM internship program is designed
received a $2,500 Industry
to offer NAMBI (National Association
Tuition Scholarship, as well as
of Music Merchants-Affiliated Music
the Innovation Award, which
Business Institutions) students a unique
provided $600 to use toward
alternative to the classroom curriculum
traveling expenses to the NAMM
of their college or university, so that they
convention in January, the largest
may participate in the Association aspects
L-r: Courtney Blankenship, WIU music
international music products
of the music products industry.”
instructor, with senior music business
convention in the world. More
“Having the opportunity to work
than 70,000 attend the conference, majors Erik Carlson and Kathy Sieracki as an intern for NAMM has been lifewhich is not open to the general
changing to say the least,” said Sieracki.
at NAMM.
public.
“The most amazing part of it all was
Kathleen Sieracki of McHenry (IL) and Daniel Reem
being able to see a successful trade show and to hear all
of Macomb each received six-month internships with
the wonderful comments members and attendees had to

say.
“To put it into
perspective, about 70
NAMM employees host
a show for more than
85,000 attendees and 1,500
exhibitors flying in from
all across the world,”
Sieracki added. “It is truly
a privilege to be a part of
their organization. I have
met some of the most
talented and professional
people here and I am
excited to move onto the
next chapter.”
“I am absolutely
Daniel Reem
thrilled to have been given
the opportunity to represent Western Illinois University
through this internship,” Reem said. “The knowledge and
support given to me by the faculty and staff of WIU have
prepared me with the skills and confidence I will need to
excel as I begin the next chapter of my life in Carlsbad, and
for that I am grateful beyond words.”
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WIU Libraries receives subcontract
that can help with your health
As we all know,
information is
everywhere, especially
when it comes to health
care. You cannot turn on
the TV, glance through
a magazine, or search
the World Wide Web without seeing an ad for a new
pharmaceutical product that will cure your aches and
pains. Finding information is not difficult; the difficulty
is determining if the information you have is reliable,
unbiased, and easy to understand. Who better to make this
determination than the WIU Libraries?
Recognizing the need to provide accurate information
to the citizens of western Illinois, where health care
services can be limited, Phyllis Self, dean of University
Libraries, sought a grant through the National Network of

Save the Date!
Homecoming Weekend 7-9 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 25

University Libraries’ Second Annual

Student Assistant Gala
in the Leslie F. Malpass Library

Former library student assistants
interested in attending, contact
Stephanie Sellers at (309) 298-2356
or SS-Sellers@wiu.edu

Greg Phelps ’93, library specialist and an avid graphic
novel reader, has donated 100 graphic novels to the
WIU Libraries collection.

Libraries of Medicine for the initiative called “Building the
Future with Community Health Information.” According
to Self, “The subcontract funding will enable us to provide
information and instruction about the MedlinePlus
database to health providers, consumers in the general
public and to librarians in the area. In order to reach a
wider audience, we are also partnering with the Alliance
Library System, which has a service area of 16 counties in
our region.”
MedlinePlus is a website created for consumers by
the U.S. National Library of Medicine at the National
Institutes of Health. It is a free web site that does not
allow any advertising of any kind, and provides the most
current and accurate information on a variety of topics.
Encouraging the use of this web site to medical providers,
librarians and consumers will increase the benefits of
health messages. (See the “Did You Know” section to the
right for information contained in the MedlinePlus website
and how to access it.)
For more information about the “Building the Future
with Community Health Information” initiative, contact
Self at (309) 298-2762 or P-Self@wiu.edu.
This project has been funded by the National Library
of Medicine under Contract No. NO1-LM-6-3503 with
the University of Illinois at Chicago, Library of Health
Sciences.

Did You Know...

Anyone with access to the Internet or a local
library can utilize the MedlinePlus website?

It’s easy. Just visit http://medlineplus.gov,
where you will be able to
• select from more than 800 health-related topics,

• review your prescription drugs or herbal supplements,
• access the medical encyclopedia and dictionary, and

• read about current health care issues in the news.

In addition, this site also provides more than
165 interactive tutorial slideshows with sound and
pictures. It contains various videos on actual surgical
procedures. MedlinePlus.gov is the premier website for
all of your health care questions or concerns.
For more information or for assistance, contact the
WIU Libraries Reference Desk at (309) 298-2700.

Libraries student assistants receive
scholarships
Kylene Davenport, a senior liberal arts and sciences
major of Macomb, and Sara VazQuez Melendez, a junior
sociology and Spanish double major of Macomb, are the
2010 recipients of the William H. and Eva Little Graham
Student Assistant Scholarship.
The Graham Scholarship was
established through a bequest
from Louis and Maxine Haertle
‘41, and is named after Maxine’s
parents. The Grahams have long
been associated with Western
Illinois University. Eva Little
Graham was a student in 19031904 and many of her children
and grandchildren attended
WIU. Her daughter, Peggy
Graham, worked at University
Libraries for 16 years. The
scholarship provides worthy
students with a tuition grant and
offers an annual opportunity for
acknowledging the generosity of
the Graham and Haertle families
to WIU and University Libraries.
Both Davenport and
Melendez have outstanding

academic and job performance records. They each received
$500 scholarships for tuition for the Spring 2010 semester.
Davenport works in the Reference Unit and Sara works in
the Physical Sciences Library.

Kylene Davenport

Sara VazQuez Melendez

16 Western News

WIU Alumni Association

You’re a Member!
Reap the Benefits!

Want WIU news?
We’ve got an app for that

Class Rings

Users of the
Apple iPhone or
iTouch can now get
news from WIU via
University Relations’
new “WIU News”
app (application),
available through
Apple’s App Store and
iTunes.
Developed through
AppMakr (from the
company PointAbout,
Inc.), the WIU News
app provides a quick
way for iPhone or
iTouch users to get
the latest news from
Western.

The WIU class ring is a tangible symbol of the bond
between all WIU graduates and the institution that
contributed to shaping their future.
wiu.edu/alumni/benefits/ring.php
(866) BALFOUR • (866) 225-3687

Diploma Frames

Choose from a variety of designs to commemorate your
outstanding collegiate accomplishment.
wiu.edu/alumni/benefits/diploma.php
(800) 633-0579

RockeNetwork

A free online social network provided exclusively for
WIU alumni to reconnect with friends and classmates
and to network. Rockenetwork.wiu.edu

Insurance

Our partnership with American Insurance
Administrators offers a variety of programs, including
comprehensive short-and-long-term medical, disability,
dental, and travel insurance.
wiu.edu/alumni/benefits (800) 922-1245

Liberty Mutual Partnership

An exclusive discount of up to 15 percent off home and
auto insurance rates and much more.
wiu.edu/alumni/benefits (800) 981-2372

WIU License Plate

If you have a car or class-B truck registered in Illinois
and would like to support Western, order your WIU
license plates today. Vanity and personalized plates
are available. Also, a mobile unit is periodically in the
University Union staffed by the Secretary of State for
certain driver and vehicle services. wiu.edu/alumni/
benefits (800) 252-8980

Recreation Center Memberships

WIU alumni and their spouses and domestic partners
may purchase memberships.
wiu.edu/alumni/benefits/campusrec.php
(309) 298-2773

Users of Apple’s latestgeneration iPhone or iTouch
devices can get the latest news
from via the WIU News app.
According to Darcie Shinberger
‘89 MS ‘98, director of University
Relations, while the app does have
a limited audience—users of latest
generation of iPhone and iTouch
devices made by Apple—it provides

University Relations yet
another way to provide
information about Western
via mobile devices.
“In our increasingly
mobile society, it’s essential
that we stay on top of the
latest trends so we can
provide the most up-todate news to our students,
faculty, staff and alumni,
as well as to the general
public,” Shinberger added.
To install the WIU
News application, search
for “WIU News” in the
Apple’s App Store via your iPhone or iTouch device or
through iTunes.
To get the latest news from Western via Facebook, see
facebook.com/wiu.edu; through Twitter at twitter.com/
WIU_UR; and from University
Relations online at wiu.edu/unews.
For more information, contact
Teresa Koltzenburg ’92, public
information specialist in University
Relations, at (309) 298-1993 or TEKoltzenburg@wiu.edu.
Alumni can also receive updates
from the WIU Alumni Association
via RockeNetwork (rockenetwork.
wiu.edu), Twitter (twitter.com/
WIUAlumni) and Facebook (www.
facebook.com/WIUAlumni).

To install the WIU
News application,
search for “WIU News”
in the Apple’s App
Store via your iPhone
or iTouch device or
through iTunes.

STARS and
password notice
for alumni

In Western Illinois University’s ongoing efforts to
provide students, faculty, staff and alumni with safe and
secure access to their University records, a new password
policy has recently been implemented. All alumni
seeking access to their University records in order to
request transcripts or other information will now need to
change their current four-digit password to an eight-digit
password through WIU’s Student/Alumni Records System
(STARS).
“With the new policy, when alumni wish to access
their records and have not yet changed to an eight-digit
password, they will be notified that their PIN has expired
and a new one must be created including at least one
letter and one number,” said Director of Alumni Programs
Amy Spelman MS ‘98. “We have continued the process of
having two security questions and answers on file to make
it easier for alumni to update their passwords when they
are ready. The WIU ID number given to students when
they begin at WIU remains the same, and as for alumni,
if they do not have an ID number from when they were
students, one has been assigned to them. Call (309) 2981914 and we will be happy to provide the number to you
or reset your password for you.”
For more information visit mvs.wiu.edu/stars.html.

Continued from State Reimbursement p. 1
In order to meet its monthly payroll and to avoid
furloughs, the University is continuing to operate
as conservatively as possible, Goldfarb added. All
departments have been mandated to limit spending to
immediate operational needs only, and numerous events
and most travel have been placed on hold. In addition,
all vacant positions for the Spring 2010 semester are
being held, and all purchases over $500 must first receive
vice presidential approval from the department’s vice
president.
In early February, Goldfarb joined other public
university presidents and chancellors in the state urging
Gov. Pat Quinn and Comptroller Dan Hynes to honor the
state’s commitments of supporting and setting a payment
schedule to allow the universities to manage their
respective cash flow and sustain operations. As of Jan. 25,
the taxpayer-supported public universities collectively
remained more than $735 million behind in state payments
of their total appropriation.
“Our primary goals at Western Illinois University
continue to be to provide quality, affordable academic
programs and educational resources to our students and
to retain all of our employees,” the president said. “I
greatly appreciate the continued support of our campus
community, alumni and friends during these very
challenging times.”
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Engineering technology students win award at invited
competition in Taiwan
By Teresa Koltzenburg ‘92

For two-and-half weeks last fall, two Western Illinois
University engineering technology majors and one
engineering technology department professor spent
most of their free time in a third-floor Knoblauch Hall
laboratory. David Siedal, a senior from Batavia (IL);
Andrew Brophy, a sophomore from McHenry (IL); and
Professor G. David Hunter ‘88 MS ‘90, logged long hours
in the lab, as they feverishly worked on a digital signal
processing system. The three, along with many of their
fellow students and colleagues in the department and
in the College of Business Technology (CBT), were on a
mission: to finish the project before Siedal and Hunter
were to fly to Tainan City, Taiwan Nov. 17 to present their
project and compete in the International Digital Signal
Processing Competition later that week.
Their long hours paid off. Their “Part Identification
Using Opposed Sensor Triangulation” project garnered
a fourth place technical award in the international
competition. Not only was this the first time that any of
Western’s engineering technology students competed
in the invited competition, but almost all of the other
students who competed and won hailed from engineering
schools throughout Asia. Hunter
noted that perhaps even more
noteworthy is that many of the
other student competitors had
likely been working on their
projects for the better part of the
year. Hunter, Siedal and Brophy
only first learned they would
be attempting to compete in the
competition in late October.
“We didn’t have a whole lot
of time to work on it,” Siedal said.
“But we put some really long
hours into it, something like eight
to 10 hours a day for two weeks straight. We ended up
finishing it barely in time,” Siedal said.
Western’s engineering technology department was
invited to propose a project to compete in the competition
through Ray Dietz’s involvement with it via the
University of North Dakota and National Kaohsiung
Normal University in Taiwan. Dietz, who was named chair
of the department last July, served as a department chair,
assistant and associate professor and lead instructor in the
University of North Dakota’s technology department, and
he served as an international visiting professor at National
Kaohsiung Normal University.
“We had about a week to develop a paper to be
reviewed, and the project had to be reviewed and
approved before we could even get permission to go,”
Hunter explained. “So Dave, Andrew and I went to the
library and we spent a lot of time reading. Eventually, we
decided to base our project on another graduate student’s
project, which we modified for the competition. I obtained
permission from her, and after she agreed, we started
ordering parts and figuring out how to put it together.”
Siedal and Brophy explained that much of the work
on their project was negotiated between the two of

them. Professor Hunter
also helped them with the
programming work, and
Hunter added that many
in the department and
college—including other
students; Bill Cupples,
retired engineering
technology faculty member,
and School of Agriculture
Associate Professor Kevin
Bacon—assisted. Hunter
also noted he was grateful
for the financial support
provided to the project via
Dietz and CBT Dean Tom
Erekson.

On the Right Track

Siedal (far right) with other competition winners. Siedal traveled to Taiwan to present
on the “Part Identification Using Opposed Sensor Triangulation” project.

“The system we built
uses multiple sensors to measure the length and the height
Engineering Technology (MET) 271 class, but they also
of a box or an object going down a conveyor belt,” Siedal
both had some background in programming, which was
noted. “That information is translated into a part name,
a significant part of the work that needed to be done in
and then the information is sent to an order for the system to work.
inventory system. It lets you know
“I was enlisted in the active-duty Army for sevenwhere a particular part is in the
and-a-half years, and in the Army, I worked on satellite
manufacturing process.”
communications, which involved different electronic
According to Hunter, the
courses, troubleshooting and signals for that equipment.
system could provide a way for
So some of my programming background came from
manufacturers to keep track of
that experience,” Brophy said. “Some of the concepts I
their products in process without
was also learning in Dr. Hunter’s class had to do with
investing in expensive camerathe programming side of it. So, Dave had the task of
visioning systems. He noted it could
programming the stepper motor, and I was reading about
help manufacturers get real-time
how to program the LCD screen. I did a lot of research
information about their products as
on the specific LCD screen we used, and I figured out
they are being produced.
different ways to display messages and different ways to
“Currently, industry puts a lot of money into trying
hook it up,” he added.
to identify work in process, and it is common to utilize a
Once their paper was accepted, the sponsoring
vision system. But vision systems can be fairly expensive— university, Southern Taiwan University, invited one of the
they are about $20,000 to $30,000 per workstation,”
students who worked on, and the academic adviser for,
Hunter said. “This
the project to travel to Tainan
type of system, if we
City to compete. The Taiwan
were to upgrade it,
Ministry of Education
could basically do the
paid the airfare and hotel
same thing for about
expenses, as well as provided
$1,000 to $1,500. So a
food during much of trip for
manufacturer could
Hunter and Siedal.
afford to invest in more
Because Siedal is a senior,
systems of this type,
Hunter noted that the team
perhaps put them in
decided he should be the
places in which they
student to go. Siedal plans
wouldn’t traditionally
to attend graduate school
have a vision system.”
to continue his engineering
Hunter explained
technology studies.
that he asked Siedal and
Hunter hopes to have
Brophy to work on this
students invited back
project not only because
David Siedal, a senior engineering technology and graphic to compete in the 2010
they were both bright,
communication double major, talks to judges at the Digital Digital Signal Processing
hard-working students
Competition later this year.
Signal Processing Competition in Taiwan.
in his Manufacturing

Not only was this the first
time that Western students
were invited to the
competition, but almost all
of the other competitors
hailed from engineering
schools throughout Asia.
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’02 alumnus farming in ‘new frontier’: Brazil
have capital, you can get all
the land you want,” Carroll
said. “If you went and
paid your neighbor 5 or 10
percent over market price in
Editor’s note: The following
Brazil, he’d sell it to you and
story features alumnus John
he’d go somewhere else and
Carroll ’02 (business-agriculture)
buy a farm. That scenario
MBA ’03 and his wife, Kelly
doesn’t exist here.”
(Kaufman) Carroll ’ 03
They planted 4,400 acres
(accountancy). It is re-printed here
of soybeans the first year
with permission from the Quincy
in Brazil, sticking with a
(IL) Herald-Whig.
familiar crop, before shifting
Growing up on the farm,
the bulk of the acreage
John Carroll dreamed of a
to the high profit, but
career in agriculture, but not
unfamiliar, cotton.
what he’s doing thousands
John Carroll, standing in a field of cotton on the family
“I’d never seen a
of miles away from Carthage farm in Brazil, had never seen a cotton plant until he
cotton plant until I went to
(IL).
moved to the South American country. The bulk of
Brazil,” Carroll said.
Carroll is CEO of the
the family’s acreage is planted to cotton, a high profit
Carroll Farms Brazil
family farming operation
crop. The family owns a cotton gin and ships cotton to
now
owns 8,000 acres and
managing about 20,000 acres Vietnam, Korea, China and Pakistan. (Submitted photo)
share-crops the rest with
of cotton and 9,000 acres of
U.S. landowners in the state of Bahia, about five hours
soybeans in Brazil.
northeast of Brasilia, the country’s capitol.
Land availability drew the Carrolls to the “new
As the operation grew, so did Carroll’s responsibilities.
frontier” of Brazil in 2002, and John Carroll relocated to
“My workday is quite a lot different than when I
the South American country after graduating in 2003 from
moved to Brazil. When I first went, I was driving a tractor.
Western Illinois University.
Now nine managers report to me,” he said. “A lot of my
Carroll and his family [were] back in the States [in
time right now is spent getting the right people involved
January] for a visit while awaiting the birth of their second
child, and he provided an update on the farming operation in those upper level positions. It’s called ‘get the right
people on the bus,’ which is a phrase from the book “Good
to the Golden (IL) Kiwanis Club.
to Great: Why Some Companies Make the Leap...and
“The problem here in the Midwest and western Illinois
Others Don’t” by Jim Collins. That’s my main job.”
is there just isn’t land available for expansion at any price.
Carroll and the managers oversee 150 employees who
So we decided we needed to try somewhere else,” Carroll
live on the farm, which is about an hour’s drive south
said.
from Luis Eduardo, the town of about 50,000 people where
Three generations of the family -- grandfather Darel,
Carroll, his wife Kelly and their daughter Audra live.
dad Dan, uncle David and Carroll -- made several trips to
It’s a far different farm philosophy than in the
Brazil over 18 months and bought their first land in 2002
Midwest, where such mega farms are uncommon.
when prices were $3,000 per acre here and $300 there.
“Here you only pick up an 80, a 160, a 320 acres
“Today, land prices increased quite a bit there. It’s 1,800
every
year. You can work a few more hours, and you’re
per acre there and $7,000 here, but the main thing is if you
not required to make that leap to become a manager of

By Deborah Gertz Husar, staff
writer,
The Quincy Herald-Whig

Ethics Day 2010: ‘The Ethics of Debt’
From considering the implications of national debt to
student debt, “The Ethics of Debt” was the topic at hand
for students, faculty, local business leaders and the campus
community during Ethics Day 2010, which was held Feb.
10 in Stipes Hall. Ethics Day is an event co-sponsored by
the College of Business and Technology and the College of
Arts and Sciences.
The day included a series of lectures and panel
discussions regarding the ethics of debt and student
lending. Speakers included WIU’s William Polley,
associate professor of economics; William Koch,
assistant professor of economics; Terri Hare, director
of financial aid; and Joseph Bryant, a former CEO and
board member of publicly traded lenders and financial
services companies, and currently managing member of JP
Bryant and Associates, a financial services consulting firm
headquartered in Jacksonville (FL). A panel discussion and
question-and-answer session followed the presentations .

“By debt, we meant and included debt with a capital
‘D’—sovereign debt, including U.S. debt and that of
developing countries; credit card/consumer debt;
commercial loans; student debt; and finance mechanisms
that bundle loans, securitize them and essentially pass
on the debt to buyers who have little recourse and even
less knowledge of the debtors’ ability to repay,” explained
Frederick Perry, associate professor of management. “The
day’s discussions also explored the student loan industry,
looking at it from a variety of positions, student and lender
and the good and the bad.
Another goal for the day was to examine the ethics and
sustainability of certain business models, some of which
seem designed to destroy their own customers—like the
practice of overcharging by credit card companies, that is,
raising interest rates for those who cannot pay the lower
rate he said.
Ethics Day, in its 18th year, is an annual component of

managers,” Carroll said. “Until you take those huge leaps
of adding 3,000, 5,000, 7,000 acres per year, you’re not
required to take that next step to become a manager.”
The farm is run like a corporation, with a chief financial
officer and a controller, Carroll’s wife, but it is
family-owned with three generations invested in the
operation and spending time throughout the year in Brazil.
“My dad spends several months a year down there.
When I’m gone, he’s down there,” Carroll said.
The Carrolls plan to continue farming in Brazil, but
Carroll may spend more time back home.
“I have ambitions here in the U.S.,” he said. “I’m
the first of the next generation. I’ve got some cousins
coming up that are still a few years out. I’d like to see this
operation grow and prosper.”

Fast Facts about Carroll Family Farms

• Carroll Family Farms has about 20,000 acres of cotton
and 9,000 acres of soybeans in Brazil. They tried 250
acres of peanuts for the first time this year in an area
where nothing else will grow because of nematodes.
• The cotton crop provides about 90 percent of the farm’s
income. The family owns a cotton gin, and ships cotton
to Vietnam, Korea, China and Pakistan.
• The farm is in the state of Bahia, about an hour south
of Luis Eduardo, a town of about 50,000 people, and
about five hours north of Brazil’s capital city, Brasilia.
• The farmland is all flat and the fields large, ranging in
size from 500 to 11,000 acres.
• Growing seasons are reversed from the Midwest.
Harvest in Brazil begins in March.
• The temperature is 80 degrees year-round, but there
are distinct wet and dry seasons. About 70 inches of
precipitation falls between November and April, then
nothing the rest of the year.
• The farm uses the latest technology -- autosteer on
equipment, grid sampling for variable rate fertilizer,
insect-resistant crops, and for the first time this year,
herbicide-tolerant crops. Equipment is large-scale,
including two 108-foot planters.
• More information: carrollfamilyfarms.com

College of Business and Technology Week, and sponsored
by the Program for the Study of Ethics (PSE), which was
established at Western Illinois University in 1997 as a joint
program of the College of Business and Technology and
the College of Arts and Sciences. It serves as a special ethics
resource for the University and community at large. The
program staffs and continually develops an Ethics Resource
Center in Stipes Hall 410 for use by faculty and students
across the curriculum.
For a week prior to Ethics Day, the Program for the
Study of Ethics also hosted a series of movies on debt and
its impact in Morgan Hall 109, including the documentary
“Maxed Out,” the director of which, Morgan Scurlock,
spoke on campus in Fall 2009 as part of the 2009-2010
University Theme “Dollars and Sense: Personal Finance to
World Poverty” Speaker Series.
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Eastern Opportunities

Student collaborates with faculty on ethanol-related research trip to Russia
By Teresa Koltzenburg ‘92
While many individuals get their first exposure to
international experiences as college students, it’s not so
often that they participate as one of the lead researchers
on an international research trip to help investigate and
foster emerging markets for U.S. products. But senior
marketing major Anthony Staggs found himself in just
such a role this past August, when he traveled to Russia
with WIU School of Agriculture faculty John Carlson and
Kevin Bacon. The purpose of their
trip: to present the possibilities of
DDGS (distiller’s dried grains with
solubles)—a co-product of drymill
ethanol production—for highprotein feed for Russian livestock.
Along with Carlson and Bacon,
Staggs, a Chicago native, traveled to
Moscow, St. Petersburg, and other
Russian cities to gather information
about livestock feed practices
and to provide livestock-industry
professionals with information about
the benefits and availability of DDGS
from ethanol producers in Illinois.
“Right now, about 80 percent of the livestock in the
U.S. is being fed this product,” explained Carlson. “If
Illinois-based ethanol producers want to expand the
ethanol industry, they will need to find ways to utilize the
remaining available supply of DDGS. It also would help
keep the price of ethanol competitive, as producers would
have a way to utilize the co-product. I’ve been to Russia
numerous times, and based on my experience there, I
have become aware that they need a good, high-protein
livestock feed. They really just don’t have one,” Carlson
explained.
According to the U.S. Grain Council’s “DDGS
User Handbook” (available at www.grains.org/ddgsinformation/217-ddgs-user-handbook), DDGS is a
valuable feed ingredient: “In ethanol production, the
starch is fermented to obtain ethyl alcohol, but the
remaining components of the grain kernel (endosperm,
germ), preserve much of the original nutritional value of
the grain, including energy, protein and phosphorous.
Drymill plants recover and recombine these components
into a variety of animal feed ingredients. DDGS is a
popular dried form of these combined components,
available to domestic and international customers as an
ingredient for livestock and poultry rations. As the U.S.
ethanol industry continues to grow, a greater quantity
of DDGS will be available for feeds in the domestic and
export market and a wider diversity of distiller’s coproducts with different nutritional characteristics will
become available for specific animal feeding applications.”
The trip to Russia, DDGS Russian market research
and resulting marketing plan, are the result of a sub-grant
awarded to Carlson via the Illinois Institute for Rural
Affairs (IIRA), which is housed at WIU.
“The funding from the IIRA was provided through a
grant its Illinois Value-Added Sustainable Development
Center received from the Illinois Department of Commerce
and Economic Opportunity,” Carlson noted. “The

award was based on our proposed investigation of the
possibilities for alternative energy forms, specifically
ethanol. With the funding, we examined DDGS and the
possibilities for Illinois ethanol producers, DDGS and the
Russian livestock industry.”
Staggs became involved in the project through a
marketing research class, by John Drea, chair of Western’s
marketing and finance department.
“This project started out as one that would involve
Dr. Carlson and me,” Drea said. “When it became clear
that the Russian trip wasn’t going
to work out with my schedule, Dr.
Carlson’s first question was, ‘Do
you have a student who would be a
good fit for this?’
“I thought about Anthony
almost immediately. He is extremely
bright and very detail-oriented,”
Drea said.
Staggs noted that while he had
never been out of the country before
the trip with Carlson and Bacon, he
felt prepared via Carlson’s help.
“I still experienced a little
bit of culture shock, but Dr. Carlson shared some of his
experiences with me, and provided information about
various cultural differences and language-barrier issues.
And then there was the fact that I’m not an agriculture
major, so I also had to deal with some of the terminology
issues in regard to agriculture and marketing,” Staggs said.
Despite the barriers, Staggs was able to provide
Carlson with significant help during the 12-day trip. He
not only delivered presentations, he also helped tweak the
survey instrument designed by Carlson and Drea.
“The survey basically serves as the backbone for
the marketing plan. We needed to gather data about
what other kinds of feed sources they currently use and
what would it take for them to switch from one thing to
the other,” Drea said. “So Dr. Carlson and I worked on
that, and I brought Anthony in as well. He made some
additional editorial changes to the survey we designed.
That’s always kind of an adjustment process, frankly, for
the professor—to have the student giving you a critique
on what you’ve developed. But that has to happen for a
student in a project like this. Anthony had to be able to
step out of that student role and collaborate as an equal
participant,” he added.
Throughout the fall semester, Staggs continued his
work on the marketing plan. As of mid-November, he was
busily reviewing secondary resources to help him validate
the primary data obtained through the initial survey.
While the survey did not result in as much primary data
as Carlson and Staggs initially hoped for, Carlson noted
the trip provided them with a valuable opportunity for
establishing contacts in Russia and has indeed resulted in
significant interest in the project.
“Overall, I would say the response has been really
positive,” Carlson said. “We have three or four companies
that are pretty serious about buying DDGS from Illinoisbased ethanol producers.”
The trip and research project not only provided Staggs
with a valuable hands-on learning opportunity in his field

“We have three or four
companies that are pretty
serious about buying
DDGS from Illinois-based
ethanol producers.”
— John Carlson,
School of Agriculture

of study, but it also gave him a memorable way to start
off and end his final undergraduate semester at WIU. He
will finish his bachelor’s degree after just three-and-ahalf years. He plans to pursue a master’s degree in sport
management.
“This was an amazing opportunity for me. I found it
to be a very eye-opening trip, and it has provided me with
practical experience that I will be able to utilize in my
future education and/or career plans,” he said.
For more information about the project, contact
Carlson at (309) 298-1611 or JP-Carlson@wiu.edu. To
learn more about IIRA’s Illinois Value-Added Sustainable
Development Center and its ethanol-related research and
projects, visit value-added.org/renewableEnergy/ethanol.

Nonda Lavyon Cheatham

Nonda Lavyon Cheatham, a former faculty member
in business education at Western Illinois University,
passed away in Macomb Dec. 12, on her 85th birthday.
Cheatham joined Western’s business faculty in
1968. For 10 years prior, she had worked as the trust
department secretary at Union National Bank.
She earned her bachelor’s degree in business (1945)
at Midland College (Freemont, NE) and her master’s
degree in secondary education (1950) at the University
of Nebraska—Lincoln. Cheatham also took advanced
graduate courses at Northwestern University and the
State University of Iowa (now The University of Iowa).
She received tenure and was promoted to assistant
professor in Fall 1972. She retired in May 1988 from the
management information resources department.
Cheatham was a member of Wesley United Methodist
Church of Macomb, Grace Fellowship and United
Methodist Women, and served two terms as trustee
and secretary of the Fellheimer Trust through Wesley
United Methodist Church. She was a past president of
the Theta Chapter, Lamba State of Delta Kappa Gamma
Society International, a professional society for women
educators; and she was a life member of Delta Pi Epsilon,
National Honorary Professional Graduate Society in
Business Education. Cheatham was a former member
of National Business Education Association, Illinois
Business Education Association, American Business
Communication Association, Professional Secretaries
International, Macomb Business and Professional
Women’s Club, Macomb Woman’s Club, McDonough
County Retired Teachers Association and Beta Sigam Phi.
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Order WIU photos online through
new secure gateway

In addition to online photo viewing
and purchasing, VPC provides wall
clings, large format printing, posters,
recruiting displays, professional
photographs and more in Tillman Hall
207. Examples of VPC’s work are also
on display on the first floor of Sherman
Hall and in VPC’s Tillman Hall offices.
Lightbox is updated with new
photographs on a weekly or as-needed
basis. Lightbox can also be found at
wiu.edu/vpc.
Other VPC photographic
services include indoor and
outdoor location photography;
photography for University news
releases and publications; original
studio photography; images for
instructional use; scanning images for
publications or for use on the web;
passport and ID photos; duplication
Any Western image taken by VPC photographers, such as that of the
Leatherneck football player on the left, can be made into wall clings (right) of archival materials; copyright-cleared
photographic copies from books and flat
and/or ordered as prints or other products via the new gateway.
artwork; photographic prints produced
With nearly 107,000 Western Illinois Universityfrom digital files; and computer-based
related images on the Visual Production Center’s (VPC)
slide presentations.
online photograph database, alumni and friends can
Graphic services include wall clings; signs; logos;
view University photos from the comfort of their home or
displays; large format photographic poster prints; banners;
office and place orders online via a new secure credit card
and signs. Other services offered include mounting photos
payment gateway at photos.wiu.edu/lightbox. Customers
or posters to Gatorfoam for professional quality display;
placing orders of $50 or more online will receive a free
framing; and lamination to preserve prints, posters or
6-inch Rocky wall cling.
handouts.
Customers can register as a new user and then begin
For more information, contact VPC at (309) 298-1358 or
reviewing photos by clicking on the appropriate folder, for
VPC@wiu.edu.
example “Western Illinois Academics.”

Alumnus in Iraq

Scott Lenaway ’09 works on a project on campus in 2008.
Lenaway, a non-traditional student who graduated with a
bachelor of fine arts (BFA) in printmaking from Western last
spring, was accepted into the MFA Printmaking program at
Colorado State University, but was deployed to Iraq over the
summer. Lenaway, a sergeant in the National Guard serving
his second tour in the Middle East, has deferred his program
until he returns from deployment.

Gabler Fund supports teaching and learning
By Julie Murphy ‘94 MS ‘95

Robert Gabler
chose these words upon
establishing his first
permanent fund with the
WIU Foundation in 1978
to capture the spirit of the
fund’s intent:
“Human and
compassionate
considerations in the
interpretation of society are
basic to man’s search for
Robert Gabler, former
love, kindness, and gentle
chair of the Department of
understanding.”
Geography, and director of
In many ways, these
international programs
words summarize Gabler’s
life and work, which has greatly influenced and benefitted
Western Illinois University.
Gabler joined Western’s faculty in 1957, and before
retiring in 1990, served as professor of geography/
geology, chair of the geography department, and director
of international programs. He holds the title of Professor
Emeritus/Distinguished Professor of Geography, and
is probably one of the most prolific writers in WIU
faculty history. During his tenure, Gabler held numerous
leadership positions including parliamentarian and

chairman of the Faculty Senate, chair of the Council
on Professional Status, and faculty representative to
the WIU Foundation Board. He received numerous
awards, including the George J. Miller Distinguished
Service Award from the National Council for Geographic
Education and the Illinois Distinguished Geographic
Educator Award from the Illinois Geographic Society.
“My relationship with higher education and with
Western Illinois University in particular has been a source
of great satisfaction for me,” said Gabler. “I could never
find a better way to say ‘thanks for the memories’ than to
support the Western Illinois University Foundation.”
“My goal was to reach the $250,000 Founders level
of the Foundation’s lifetime giving societies,” Gabler
continued. “It seems like a lot of money, but I wanted to
show other faculty that it is possible and can be done. I
urge all of my colleagues, friends, and former students to
join me in giving back to Western just a little of that which
Western has given to us.”
Gabler and his late wife, Mary Ellen ‘68, began their
legacy of giving back in 1978 by establishing a scholarship
in memory of their youngest daughter, Mary Elizabeth.
Upon the passing of Gabler’s wife in 1996, the scholarship
was renamed the Mary Ellen and Mary Elizabeth Gabler
Humanitarian Award in honor of individuals whose
actions indicate that they care more for others than they do
for themselves. In 2004, the funds from the Humanitarian
Award were combined with a graduate fellowship Gabler

had supported in geography to form the Gabler Fund.
Earnings from the Gabler Fund endowment are
awarded annually to the geography and curriculum and
instruction (C&I) departments to recognize and support
outstanding teaching. Gabler’s goal is to improve the
classroom experience for both faculty and students.
“I believe it is important to support faculty,” said
Gabler. “They do so much for the institution that it is
imperative to give them tools and invest in them.”
“Bob has been as thoughtful and creative in his
charitable giving as he was in his teaching,” said Brad
Bainter ‘79 MS ‘83, director of university development
and planned giving. “Bob has created a substantial fund
to honor and support the quest for understanding and
humanitarian ideals that have shaped his life and work.”
“There are three things to remember in regards to
giving,” Gabler said. “First, giving is a great way to
commemorate a faculty member who has influenced you.
Second, faculty do wonderful things, but are only able to
do so because the institution has provided the support
and environment in which to thrive. Third, there are many
different ways to give to the institution; I have found at
least three!”
“I was fortunate to spend enough time at Western to
see it mature; not grow bigger, but actually mature by
responding to the changing times,” said Gabler. “Western
gave so much to me and my family that it pleases me to
have the Gabler Fund supporting teaching and learning.”
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Chicago Alumni & Friends Event
Howl at the Moon, December 14, 2009

Front row, l-r: Don Smith ’64, Sue Hopkinson, Bill Koutsis, Nick Allen ’99 MS ’03, Sue Powell
Dexter ’80 MBA ’81 and Mark Inman ’77. Back row, l-r: Alumni Council member Matt Bills ’99,
Joe Wilson ’05, Priscilla Velarde Wilson MS ’03, Amanda Rubio Dime ’05, Tim Dime ’04, Nancy
Sweadner Koutsis ’72 and Sara Pump MS ’04.

CLASS NOTE CRITERIA

Information received will be published in the next
edition of Western News only if any of the following
have occurred in the past 12 months: a job change;
promotion; special honor; retirement; marriage (include
date); births or adoptions (include date).
Information will be listed by year of first degree
earned. Due to the high volume of address changes,
information will not be published if there simply has
been a change of address. All information submitted will
be updated in the Alumni database and can be viewed
in the online alumni directory as well as in the online
version of Western News at wiu.edu/alumni.
— WIU Alumni Programs

Front row, l-r: Alumni Achievement Award recipient Darryl Hollimon ’83 MBA ’93, Angela Smith
Cromwell ’93, President Al Goldfarb, Russ Winter ’71, Mary Welke ’69, Tom Murphy, Alumni
Council member Carol Lewis Scott ’70, Erika Lowe ’09, Blake Antonides ’09, Alumni Achievement
Award recipient Connie Kowal ’74, Alumni Council member Lisa Lyons ’03 MS ’05, Sharonda
Brown ’03, Nanette Conley ’85 and Calisse Nance Dinwiddie ’84. Back row, l-r: David Onion
’80, Board of Trustees member, Alumni Achievement Award and Distinguished Alumni Award
recipient Bill Epperly ’68, Rich Bougan ’79, Pamela Barnes ’82, Candy Baldes Knippenberg ’70,
Diane Jagger Maxwell, Joe Maxwell ’71, Linda Pazulinec Padilla ’74, Jean McArthur ’74, Dave
Whipple ’94, Monique Rolling ’03 and Trish Hammond ’04.

Des Moines Alumni & Friends Event
Graze, November 20, 2009

1966

Timothy Murphy, Tucson, AZ, is retired from Pima Community
College as an education development officer. And now
is working part time at PCC coordinating enrolling joint
technological education district students. (tim.murphy1@
comcast.net)

1967

Glenn Lausch, Broomfield, CO, is a personal trainer for Lifetime
Fitness in Westminster. (planohog@aol.com)

1968

Carolyn Mielke Carlson, Silvis, is retired as managing broker
from Woodhaven Lakes Realty.
Robert Reitz, Flagstaff, AZ, is retired from Apex Manufacturing,
Inc. as CEO in Phoenix. (breitz8514@aol.com)

1969

Tom Kapocius, San Diego, CA, is the president at Seasons Pet
Food.

1973

Ruth Ann Meyer MS, Alton, is a certified healing touch
practitioner and coordinator of healing touch at Alton Memorial
Hospital.

1974

Ralph Kaufman III, Sperry, IA, is a science teacher at Waco High
School in Wayland. (rokie@mepotelco.net)

1975

Fred McConnell, Virginia, retired from teaching. (fmccon@gmail.
com)
Virginia “Ginny” Cubalchini Williamson, Frankfort, earned a
masters degree in occupational therapy from Governor’s State
University in December.

Seated, l-r: Fran Wilken Paterik ’82 MA ’84, Lan Doan, Mike Fulscher ’93, Lisa Fulscher, Susie Quigle, Laurie Bastian Polle ’77,
Melissa Moens Gyure ’92 and Lisa Schroeder Walter ’02 MBA ’04. Standing, l-r: Rick Van Etten ’75 MA ’76, Minh Doan ’92, Lyle
Kreps ’64, Joel Crawford ’96, Doug Wilson ’96, Anita Render Ahl ’96, Jonathan Ahl ’95, Christina Rose Drury, Jeff Quigle ’90, Ronald
Polle ’76, Steve Gyure ’92 and Drew Walter.

1976

Wayne Hughes, Decatur, retired from the Decatur Police
Department as a sergeant 1st shift patrol division.
Edward Liedtke, Jr., Hebron, IN, retired from Reynolds
Aluminum.
DuWayne Reichart, Sherman, was named a principal with the
Jones Financial Companies, LLLP.

1977

Douglas Wakeley, Bartlett, is a broker/owner of Milestone Real
Estate, Ltd. (djwakeley@comcast.net)

1979

Arla Nelson Bywater, Grand Prairie, TX, is an organist at Rush
Creek Christian Church in Arlington. (watermusic2@juno.com)
Scot Crain, Willow Street, PA, is the chief customer officer at
Auntie Anne’s Inc. in Lancaster. (scrain@aol.com)

1980

W. Kim Dockus MS, Plainfield, is a project delta team lead for
DeVry Inc.
David Gauwitz, Roeland Park, KS, is a quality manager at
Cramer Products in Gardner. (djames6554@aol.com)

1981

David Dettmann, Osprey, FL, is the senior VP/Gulf Coast private
banking manager for M & I Bank in Sarasota.
M. Page Levings Dettman MS-ED, Osprey, FL, is the executive
director of middle schools for the School Board of Sarasota
County.
Tim Van Fleet, Alexis, was named VP fire OEM sales at Akron
Brass.

1983

Kathy Johnson Breen, Gurnee, is a resident service coordinator at
Franciscan Ministries.
Peg Campana MS ’89, Streamwood, served as an official for the
2009 Illinois High School State Girls Volleyball Tournament in
Bloomington.
David Cavazos, Phoenix, AZ, is the city manager of Phoenix.
Lisa Herrling, Freeport, is a specialized para educator for Freeport
School District # 145. (lkbuyer@yahoo.com)
Kenton Norton, Snohomish, WA, is a senior manager at The
Boeing Company.

1984

Marta Savill Kramer, Wyoming, MN, is the compliance
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Minneapolis Alumni &
Friends Event
The Local, November 19, 2009

Seated, l-r: Estella Daniels ’85, Gary Brown ’79 MS ’80 and
Nancy Hahn Brown ’79. Standing, l-r: Michael Leipold ’86,
Alumni Council member Kris Kelly ’90 MS ’92, Frank Ourada
’70 and Meagan Hagerty MS ’05.

WIU vs. Arizona State
Pre-Game Social &
Basketball Game November 13, 2009

L-r: Greg Ulewicz, Tom Prothero, Christina Frank-Prothero ’98,
Pauline Reveles Ashenbrener, Steve Ashenbrener ’81, Carolyn
Tripp, Bruce Gates ’82 and Jim Tripp.

Front row, l-r: Georgiana Cave, Matt Garvy ’97, Megan Garvy,
Lois Goudy Holler ’60 MS-ED ’69 and Ron Holler. Middle row,
l-r: Dave Cave ’65 and Marti Strom Costenson ’70. Back row,
l-r: Kathleen Prader Rahn ’70, Arlon Rahn ’70, Bill Koellner ’70
MS-ED ’71, Marty Kuepper Koellner MA ’72, Catherine PalmGessner, Rusty Palm ’79, Amber Townsend Palm and Kenneth
Costenson ’69 MS ’75.

WIU vs. Kansas State Pre-Game

Social & Basketball Game
November 15, 2009

Front row, l-r: Distinguished Alumni Award recipient Mike Kelly ’70, Myrna Smith Kelly ’71, Wally Hanley ’93, Alumni
Achievement Award recipient Marvin Bagby ’57 MS-ED ‘57 Honorary Doctorate ’92, Distinguished Alumni Award recipient Al
Boyer ’72, Andrea Boyer, Janet Alexander, Susan Bossmann Moloney ’88, Kristi Webster, Carrie Lechner Scott ’99 and Dave Dunn
’53. Back row, l-r: Mickey Price ’75, Bill Lewis, Bob Liss ’73, Associate Athletic Director Dwaine Roche ’94, Nancy Corzatt Sprout
’85, John Wrenn ’73, Terry Alexander ‘70, Pat Moloney ’88, Jason Briggs ’00, Jason Scott ’99 and Lupe Rios ’56 MS-ED ’62.
L-r: Director of University Development and Planned Giving
Brad Bainter ’79 MS ’83, Ken Noonan ’90, Jennifer Jones
Noonan, Dale Billam and Director of Alumni Programs Amy
Spelman MS ’98.
consultant for HealthEast Care System and the program
director for the medical billing and insurance coding program
for Herzing University-Minneapolis Campus. (mekramer@
healtheast.org)
Baba Lawan, Abuja, Nigeria, is the deputy director for the Federal
Capital Territory Administration with the Department of Parks &
Recreation. (baba_lawan@yahoo.com)

1985

Carl Luebchow MBA ’86, Lisle, is a Sr. account representative for
Itelligence in Downers Grove. (cluebchow35@att.net)
John Montgomery MS, Chapel Hill, NC, is the executive director
and the senior associate athletic director for the UNC Education
Foundation.

1987

Ellen Riedl Kirsanoff MS, Tolono, is a development coordinator
at Urbana Park District in Urbana and was named “20
Outstanding Women You Should Know in East Central Illinois”
by the Illini Radio Group. (erkirsanoff@urbanaparks.org)
Michael Long, Providence Village, TX, is the VP and BSA
compliance officer at Access 1st Capital Bank in Denton.
Peter Smithhisler MS ’90, Zionsville, IN, received the Jack L.
Anson Award from the Association of Fraternity/Sorority
Advisors.

1988

James Dunning, Island Lake, is the IT coordinator for Vernon
Hills Police Department. (jdunning@vhills.org)

Kirk Pearson, Calumet City, is the coordinator for Chicago Transit
Authority.
Kraig Sleaford MA ’90, Davenport, IA, is a loan originator at
Modern Woodmen Bank. (kcsly87@q.com)
Julie Chenoweth Terstriep, Industry, served as an official for the
2009 Illinois High School State Girls Volleyball Tournament in
Bloomington.

1990

Roy Webb MS-ED ’01, ED SP ’06, Canton, was promoted to
the rank of Brigadier General and will serve as the Assistant
Adjutant General-Joint Staff for the Iowa National Guard. His
civilian position is Superintendent of Schools for the Canton
Union School District.

1991

Jennifer Rosenboom White MS ’97, Carthage, became a National
Board Certified Teacher in the area of Early Adolescent/English
Language Arts. (jwhite@hhs328.com)

1992

Robert Gedville, New Lenox, is the Chief of Police for the Justice
Police Department. (soxhawks@yahoo.com)

1993

Erroll Foster, Minneapolis, MN, is a consultant for Probid in St.
Paul.
Ryan Morrison, Lyons, is a career services specialist at ITT
Technical Institute. (r_morrison99@hotmail.com)
Michael Stanton, Maryville, TN, is a federal agent for the
Department of Energy. (usmarine013@yahoo.com)
Thomas Zweifel, Zumikon, Switzerland, wrote a book, “The
Rabbi and the CEO: The Ten Commandments for 21st Century
Leaders. (tdz@swissconsultinggroup.com)

1994

Laura Billings Castle, Langley, WA, is a PMO director for ZAAZ
in Seattle. (lauracastle@hotmail.com)
Mary Sutter, Seven Hills, OH, is a social media specialist at
Intrapromote LLC. (mlsutter@gmail.com)

1995

Theresa Meraz Butori, Eau Claire, WI, is an instructional designer
at CVTC. (tbutoriblackhawk@gmail.com)
W. Azul La Luz MA’97 MA’98, Espanola, NM, completed his
Ph.D. in Medical Sociology at University of New Mexico in
December. (wlaluz@salud.unm.edu)
Kory Vitiangeli MS, Indianapolis, IN, is the associate VP for
student affairs at the University of Indianapolis.

1996

Bob Thompson, Jr., West Monroe, LA, has been appointed to
the United States Department of Homeland Security’s Critical
Infrastructure Partnership Advisory Council and will serve on
the Dams/Levee Subsector.

1997

Michael Gerrish MA ’99, W. Des Moines, IA, is the director of
marketing communications for Wellmark BlueCross BlueShield
in Des Moines. (michaeljamesgerrish@yahoo.com)
Bryan Lewis, Singapore, is a business manager at Caterpillar Asia
Pacific.

1998

Susan Krupa Lambert, N. Aurora, is a corrections officer at Kane
County Sheriff’s Department.
Jeffrey Nemeth MBA ’08, Macomb, is a project manager for
Horizon Wind Energy. (eqkimball@hotmail.com)
Robb Rybicki, Libertyville, is the director of catering for
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Indianapolis Alumni & Friends Event
Westin Indianapolis, November 12, 2009

Seated, l-r: Chelsea Bainter ’06, Tanya Jones, Denise Boyd ’92 and Tony Lapsansky ‘09. Standing,
l-r: John Borland ’67, Katie Bowling, Collin Goodhill, Sam Page, Larry Niehaus ‘68, Jonathan
Michalik, Jacob Eastman and Brian Zeglis ’04.

Seated, l-r: Adam Weems ‘93, Carmen Kent Bruner ’91, Brock Kaericher ’74, Jim Laverdiere ’77,
Tim Maguire ’00, Kathy Laverdiere and Jeremy Hill ’99. Standing, l-r: Dave Kelley ’93, Terrance
Peeples MA ’94, Genaro Cantu ’89 MA ’94, Scott Johnson ’92, Monike Craff Hill ’00, Allison
Maguire, Dean of the College of Fine Arts and Communication Paul Kreider and Scott Robinson
’96 MBA ’03.
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WIU vs. ISU Pre-Game Social & Football
Game November 7, 2009

L-r: Randy Grove ’76, Mary Mosher Murphy ’79, Sue Barker, Mike Barker, Phyllis McCluskeyTitus ’79 MS ’81, Candie Russell Graham ’79 MA ’97, Mark Graham ’76, Mary Bellezzo ’81,
Susan Nicholson Bangert ’79 and Harlan Murphy ’78.

Front row, l-r: Dave Garner ’81, Joe Owca ’72 MBA ’74, Karen Frowein Helmers MS-ED ’75,
Connie Chenoweth Garner ’78 MA ’81, Chris Cruze and Steve Silberer. Back row, l-r: Vice
President for Student Services Garry Johnson, Earl Jandacek ’73, Honorary Alumni Award
recipient Marilyn Johnson ‘05 and Bob O’Toole ’73 M.ACCT ’74.
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Tampa Area Alumni &
Friends Event
Bernini of Ybor, January 24, 2010

Eaglewood Resort & Spa of Itasca for Benchmark Hospitality
International.
Lori Smith Sunberg MBA, Galesburg, has been named president
of Carl Sandburg College.

1999

Matthew Bills, Western Springs, was named a partner at Grippo
& Elden LLC law firm.
Brett Bonnell, Aurora, is a field sales manager at Superior
Beverage Inc. (brettbonnell@yahoo.com)
David Thompson, DuPont, WA, is a support operations officer for
the 3rd Stryker Brigade Combat Team for the US Army. (david.
thompson2@us.army.mil)

2000

Seated, l-r: Saray Galloway, Maurane Aeschleman, Ron
Aeschleman ’87 and George Baughman ’60 MS-ED ’67.
Standing, l-r: John Becker ’84, Bill Galloway, Larry French ’74,
Miranda Sloan MS ’01, Stephanie Russell Holz MS ’98, Chad
Hyatt ’93 MBA ’94, Jaclyn Carden MS ’08 and Regina Young
Hyatt ’94 MS ’97.

Jerome Beasley, Chicago, is a conductor for Belt Railway
Company in Bedford Park. (jayeb1@yahoo.com)
Stacey Jolley Cushwa, Catlin, is an operations manager at
Raymond James & Associates in Danville. (jolleys1@hotmail.
com)
Stacie Vrban Greene MS, Colona, is a clinical director at St.
Ambrose University in Davenport, IA. (stacieg2002@gmail.com)
Philip Trudeau, Bradley, is a sergeant for the Bradley Police
Department. (pjtrudeau@thevillagebradley.com)
Kelli Varney Wright, Bloomington, is a research services
coordinator at Chestnut Health Systems.

St. Petersburg Alumni & Friends Event
Sirata Beach Resort, January 25, 2010

2001

Jessica Holdsworth Vanasdale, Bloomington, is a senior corporate
actuary research analyst for COUNTRY Financial.
Megan Mazur Zabikow, St. Charles, is a first grade teacher at
Fabyan Elementary School in the Geneva School District # 304.
(mzabikow@geneva304.org)

2002

John Carroll MBA ’03, Bahia, Brazil, is the CEO of Carroll Farms
Brazil.
Sarah Sweer MA ’04, Denver, CO, is a health promotions and
wellness consultant for CIGNA Healthcare.
Julie Schone Van Dyke, Galesburg, is a special education teacher
at the Knox Warren SPED Coop. (juliekvandyke@yahoo.com)
Jason Whitehurst, Birmingham, AL, is the general manager at
Rime Garden Inn & Suites in Irondale. (jedij235m@yahoo.com)
Nick Zabikow, St. Charles, is a national account manager at
Neopost.

2003

Kelly Kaufman Carroll, Bahia, Brazil, is a CPA and comptroller
for Carroll Farms Brazil.
Cody Cromwell, Buffalo, is a parts specialist at Jenner Sales Inc. in
Harristown.
Gretchen Van Hise Cromwell, Buffalo, is a teller supervisor at
Illinois National Bank in Riverton.
Steve Fahrenbach, Chicago, is a regional facilities manager at
Walgreen’s Company in Deerfield.
Kristen George, Sugar Grove, is a social worker/case manager at
Aunt Martha’s Youth Service Center, Inc. (klgeorge03@yahoo.com)
Wendy Irwin Grime, Watseka, is an electronic banking
representative at Iroquois Federal.

2004

Jessica Johnson, Matteson, is a police officer for Matteson Police
Department.
M. Roxy Martinez Keating, Wheaton, is a senior income
development representative for The American Cancer Society.
(roxy.martinez@cancer.org)
Daniel Tomczak, Annapolis, MD, is an agent for the United
States Secret Service.

2005

Seated, l-r: Carol Sherman Mathis ’72, Olga Goldsmith, Jeanne McCullough Rich ’88, Karen Borrowman Coultas ’86 and George
Baughman ’60 MS-ED ’67. Standing, l-r: Al Stevens ’51, Zoe Wheeler Stevens, Robert Goldsmith ’70, Victor Rich, Tim Coultas ’86,
Tara Champagne ’03 and Dennis Sullivan ’63.

Sarasota Alumni & Friends Event
Libbe’s Cafe Bar, January 26, 2010

Lindsay Bragg Adamzak, Aurora, is an inside territory owner for
Scholastic in St. Charles. (labragg@gmail.com)
Drew Hendricker, Loves Park, is a district sales manager for
Huges Hydrids. (drewhendricker@gmail.com)
Shannon Angsten Mroz, Schaumburg, is a sales analyst 1/CPO
at Life Fitness in Schiller Park.
Adam Ohms, Scales Mound, is a veterinarian at Veterinary
Associates.
Kara Stephenson Ohms, Scales Mound, is a registered nurse at
Mercy Medical Center.
Meagan Vogel, Warsaw, is a service coordinator at Optimae Life
Services in Keokuk, IA. (mvogel@optimaelifeservices.com)

2006

Jason Svejda MBA ’07, Warsaw, is a commercial credit
underwriter for Two Rivers Bank & Trust and completed the
2009 Iowa Commercial Lending School in Cedar Rapids.
Scott Vandermoon MS, Chicago, is an assistant director of
student development at DePaul University. (svander4@depaul.
edu)
Irene Yannello Winchester, Centennial, CO, is a teacher at
Cherry Creek Academy in Englewood.

2007

Tanya Anderson Vandermoon, Chicago, is a coordinator of greek
life & financial operations at Illinois Institute of Technology.
(tander8@itt.edu)

2008

Seated, l-r: Nori Tanii Dickason, Jacquie Brattain, Sally Crawford Stickle ’58, Harriet Campbell Kipling ’58, Sue Hargis-Spigel ’79,
George Baughman ’60 MS-ED ’67, George Wanamaker ’68 MS-ED ’70, Nancy Russell Jewison ’57 and Ben Jewison ’57. Standing, l-r:
Garland Reedy ’49, Dick Dickason ’57 MS-ED ’58, Bill Boehm ’57 MS-ED ’58, Barbara Magnuson Boehm ’58, Tom Burke, Honorary
Alumni Award recipient Bill Brattain ‘07, Richard Pricco, Carolyn Quick, Alumni Achievement Award recipient Ray Quick ’58 MSED ’63, Bob Gabler, Sara Sargent Jewison and Bob Jewison ’56.

Jeff Anderson, Moline, is a firefighter at the East Moline Fire
Department.
Zac Morse, Crystal Lake, is a police officer for the Crystal Lake
Police Department.
Whitney Musch, Jacksonville, is an accountant at Memorial
Medical Center in Springfield.
Eric Navis, Waupun, WI, works in the community service/
recreation for Wisconsin Department of Corrections in Portage.
(ekknavis@att.net)
Amanda Ritter, Burlington, IA, is a credit analyst for Two Rivers
Bank & Trust and completed the 2009 Iowa Commercial Lending
School in Cedar Rapids.
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Ft. Myers Alumni & Friends Event
Stonewood Tavern, January 26, 2010

L-r: Bill Loomis ’59, George Baughman ’60
MS-ED ’67 and Dick Blakey ’60.

Seated, l-r: Jane Ray Dolieslager ‘74, Rosalee Blakey, Toni Mongi Loomis, Diane
Struwing Fowler ’76 and Sandra Bennis Johnson MS-ED ’84. Standing, l-r: Don
Dolieslager ’57 MS-ED ‘62, Dick Blakey ’60, Bill Loomis ’59, George Baughman ’60
MS-ED ’67, Jean Wilde, Pete Johnson ’59, Ken Bryant ’75, Skip Wilde, Scott Clark
’71 MS ‘72 and Kitty Abbott Clark ‘71.

Naples Alumni & Friends Event
Bayside Seafood Grille and Bar, January 27, 2010

Miami Alumni & Friends
Event The Globe Café Bar, January 27, 2010

Seated, l-r: Victoria Birkett and Adrienne Wolfsohn Birkett ’92.
Standing, l-r: George Baughman ’60 MS-ED ’67, Marc Mobley
MS ’08, Tim Birkett ’93 MA ’97, Maggie Hull Wilson ’82 and
David Wilson ’80.

Ft. Lauderdale Alumni &
Friends Event
Mango’s, January 28, 2010

Seated, l-r: George Baughman ’60 MS-ED ’67, Bob Patteri, Mary Churchill Ahitow ’73 and Alumni Achievement Award recipient Rod
Ahitow ’69. Standing, l-r: Chester Fuller, Board of Trustees member Carolyn Ehlert Fuller, Tom Wendorf ’70 MS ’72, Frank Canavit
’58, Peggy Blaszko Hoggatt ’75 and Chris Patteri.
Timothy Winchester, Centennial, CO, is a line cook at Red Rocks
Country Club.

2009

Alyssa Horman Hummel, Quincy, is an admissions advisor at
John Wood Community College. (ahummel@jwcc.edu)
Kathleen Jenkins, Wheaton, is a 7th & 8th grade French
and Language Arts teacher at Parker Junior High School in
Flossmoor. (kathleen.s.jenkins@gmail.com)
Sean Murphy, Shorewood, WI, is a tele-sales representative at Hal
Leonard Corporation in Milwaukee. (seanedwin@gmail.com)

Marriages and Civil Unions

Kathleen Anderson ‘01 and John Cormack, June 13, 2009.
Jennifer Bottomley ’02 and James Mitchell III, Nov. 21, 2009.
Trisha Calsyn MS-ED ‘06 and Matt Wood, July 18, 2009.
Christie Eden ‘05 and Quentin Rabideau, Oct. 17, 2009.
Matthew Fuhr ‘05 and Jennifer Verbeke, July 11, 2009.
Megan Grecksch ‘08 and Ian Domenighini ’07, Oct. 10, 2009.
Alyssa Horman ‘09 and Peter Hummel ’09, June 6, 2009.
Stacey Jolley ‘00 and Ben Cushwa, Oct. 24, 2009.
Megan Mazur ‘01 and Nick Zabikow ’02, July 31, 2009.
Rebecca Morris MS ‘97 and William Gohs, Aug. 1, 2009.
Adam Plein ‘08 and Kahri Anderson, Sept. 5, 2009.
Aron Pohlmeyer ‘04 and Kerry Nass, Sept. 26, 2009.
Chad Prentice ‘04 and Megan Perry, July 11, 2009.
Amber Stewart ‘08 and Lucas Taeger ’08, May 30, 2009.

Ryan Trone ‘06 and Lauren Lyne ’07, Oct. 17, 2009.
Paul Weber ‘06 and Sonya Munson, Oct. 24, 2009.
Jason Whitehurst ‘02 and Adrienne Reid, Oct. 17, 2009.

Births and Adoptions

Melissa Conklin Birkmeier ’02 MA ‘04 and Eric Birkmeier ’00
SSP ’04, a daughter, Sophia Nicole, Oct. 27, 2009.
Laura Billings Castle ‘94 and Cameron, a son, Wilson, Mar. 12,
2009.
Kristen Terhune Christiansen ‘03 and Kyle Christiansen ’03, a
son, Karson Reaves, Oct. 7, 2009.
Gretchen Van Hise Cromwell ‘03 and Cody Cromwell ’03, a son,
Clayton Cody, Oct. 27, 2009.
Alison Willard Dueker ‘00 and Dan, adopted a son, Erik Charles,
Nov. 14, 2009.
Susanie-Ann Wilson Egan ‘06 and Aaron Egan ’04 MBA ’06, a
daughter, Samantha Audrey, Nov. 18, 2009.
DuWayne Eilers ‘84 and Dorjlkham, a daughter, Kylie Nomin,
Sept. 27, 2009.
Erin Finnicum Episcopo ‘02 and Angelo Episcopo ’01, twin
daughters, Alyssa Ruth and Delaney Maria, Nov. 2, 2009.
Kristen George ‘03 and Isreal Leiva, a son, Rylan, Sept 5, 2009.
Amy Struthers Glass ‘05 and Michael, a daughter, Addyson
Wrigley, Sept. 24, 2009.
Anne Thomas Glenn ’94 MS ‘00 and Cory, a daughter, Marisa
Lillian, Nov. 25, 2009.
Wendy Irwin Grime ‘03 and Thomas, a son, Drake Irwin, Nov. 25,

L-r: Denise Carroll Ranger, John Ranger ’62 MS-ED ’66 ED SP
’74, George Baughman ’60 MS-ED ’67 and College of Business
and Technology Development Director Becky Paulsen.
2009.
Deana Terranova Havens ‘06 and Kirk, a daughter, Alyssa, Sept.
16, 2009.
Drew Hendericker ‘05 and Emily, a daughter, Abbigail Richlyn,
July 21, 2009.
Christopher Hootman ‘98 and Amanda, a son, Jaret, June 20, 2009.
Lindsey Oberg Kotelnicki MBA ‘06 and Andrew Kotelnicki MS
’06, a son, Maximus Joseph, Dec. 8, 2009.
Candice Derry Logsdon ’02 MS ‘04 and Joe, a daughter, Reese
Arlene, Dec. 28, 2009.
Dustin McWhirter ‘04 and Heather, a son, Austin John, Dec. 14,
2009.
Grace Sill Meinhardt ‘08 and Jason Meinhardt ’08, a son, Ezekiel
Leigh, Sept. 16, 2009.
Ryan Morrison ‘93 and Erika, a daughter, Charlotte Elizabeth,
May 13, 2009.
Carrie Cisler Ross ‘98 and Steve, a daughter, Madilyn Faith, Dec.
28, 2009.
Crystal Pelker Schaefer ‘00 and Michael, a son, Steven Douglas,
Aug. 31, 2009.
Julie Schone Van Dyke ‘02 and John Van Dyke ’01, a son,
Gideon, Oct. 3, 2009.
Gregory Westerberg ‘95 and Karrie, a son, Zachary James, Feb.
5, 2009.
Irene Yannello Winchester ‘06 and Timothy Winchester ’08, a
son, Declan Philip, Apr. 29, 2009.
Stephanie Nieukirk Wise ‘99 and Dustin Wise ’98, a daughter,
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West Palm Alumni &
Friends Event

Orlando Alumni & Friends Event
Home of Terry and Shelly Dittmer, January 29, 2010

E.R. Bradley’s, January 28, 2010

Front row, l-r: David Cappitelli ’76, Kristine McEvers, Charlie
McCreight ’50, Terry Manning ’80, George Baughman ’60
MS-ED ’67 and Dick Hattwick. Back row, l-r: Kim McEvers
’83, Patrick Lambert ’78 and Mike Ritz ’93.
Savanna Lily, Oct. 20, 2009.
Thomas Zweifel ‘93 and Gabrielle, a daughter, Hannah Caroline,
July 4, 2009.

Deaths

Dorothy Bates Jessee, Macomb, Dec. 15, 2009.
Constance A. Thompson Bostick, Eagle River, AK, Apr. 13, 2008.
Nonda L. Cheatham, Macomb, Dec. 12, 2009.
Cletus E. “Clete” Christian, Medford, OR, Sept. 19, 2009.
Judith K. Rudasill Colbert, Plainfield, July 18, 2009.
John DeArrieta, Pine Mountain Club, CA, Apr. 16, 2007.
Robert E. “Bob” Frowein, Goldsboro, NC, Dec. 27, 2005.
Joyce Gabbert, Nauvoo, Oct. 15, 2009.
John R. Glidden, Carthage, Sept. 10, 2008.
Gene M. Goad, Woodridge, Sept. 26, 2008.
Edward L. Haney, Macomb, Jan. 23, 2010.
Delores N. Lester Holmes, Macomb, Nov. 10, 2009.
Marion D. Holtz, Moline, June 24, 2006.
Patricia A. Banks Hulson, Edmond, OK, Aug. 19, 2008.
Patricia J. Yount Kies, Brooklyn, IA, June 18, 2009.
Merlin P. Lefler, Macomb, Jan. 14, 2010.
Betty N. Moss, Tennessee, Jan. 12, 2010.
Scott M. Plassman, Macomb, Jan. 18, 2010.
William L. Randolph, Macomb, Dec. 23, 2009.
Lorayne J. Roberds, Arlington, TX, Nov. 30, 2009.
Evelyn M. Schroth, Appleton, WI, Nov. 7, 2009
Gwen F. Schultz, Wichita, KS, Mar. 19, 2006.
Ruth Wilson, Pekin, Feb. 11, 2004.
1927 M. Myrtle Randall ’30, Macomb, Dec. 18, 2009.
1933 Ethel E. Peterson Pearson, Arden Hills, MN, Oct. 2, 2006.
1934 Elta F. Harris Lagrow, Glendale, AZ, Dec. 15, 2007.
1934 Gretchen E. Eichelsdoerfer Van Hoek, Rock Island, Feb. 8,
2009.
1938 Eleanor G. Graham Rawlins, Joliet, Dec. 6, 2009.
1938 Verona Lovitt Wood, Parkersburg, WV, Dec. 6, 2009.
1939 Darlene E. Walliker Arnold, Benson, AZ, Oct. 14, 2009.
1939 Catherine Hawkins, Auburn, CA, Nov. 4, 2009.
1940 Thelma “Helen” Ellis Thiele ’43, Kensington, CA, Apr. 23,
2009.
1940 O. Keith Twaddle, Carthage, Nov. 23, 2009.
1940 Eva L. Larson Winter MA ’65, Petersburg, Aug. 11, 2009.
1941 Warren T. Page, Snellville, GA, Nov. 8, 2009.
1941 Harold E. Roudebush, Topeka, KS, Aug. 10, 2009.
1942 Marianna E. Johnson Walker, Carthage, Nov. 2, 2009.
1945 Jonquil J. Plate Marvel, Peoria, Oct. 5, 2008.
1945 Nina B. Beaird Patia, Springfield, Feb. 24, 2008.
1947 John W. Roark, Macomb, June 19, 2008.
1948 William D. Ward, Sr., Pittsford, NY, Dec. 24, 2009.
1949 James H. Bartlow MS-ED ‘52, Rushville, May 12, 2006.
1949 Alfonse K. “Al” Miksis, Eugene, OR, Nov. 6, 2009.
1950 Robert M. Smith, Thomson, Jan. 9, 2010.
1951 Mary Ellen Herndon Robb, Bloomington, Jan. 16, 2010.
1952 Harry L. Page MS-ED ‘54, Springfield, Oct. 29, 2009.

Seated, l-r: Pam O’Toole, Mary Grace Downing Martin MS-ED ’85, Jill Fitzsimmons Mross ’75 MS ’79, Shelley Dittmer, George
Baughman ’60 MS-ED ’67, Bob Van Cura ’66 and Diane Van Cura. Standing, l-r: Jim Mross, April Laughlin, Ed Laughlin, David
Martin, Chris Taylor ’95, Terry Dittmer ’67, Bill O’Toole ’68 Honorary Doctorate ’98, Marcia Milkman, Bob Milkman, President
Al Goldfarb, Byron Sabol ’67, Joy Sabol and Kathleen Sabol.
1953 Vincent E. Larocco, Bennington, VT, Nov. 4, 2009.
1954 William Bridges, New Berlin, Dec. 17, 2008.
1954 Robert B. “Rob” Ferguson MS-ED ’58, Mt. Prospect, Dec. 11,
2009.
1955 James E. “Jim” Cale MS-ED ’58, Des Moines, IA, Nov. 28,
2009.
1956 M. Joyce Wade Plume, Wilmington, Jan. 19, 2010.
1957 Marion V. Imbery Colgan, Loveland, OH, Dec. 23, 2009.
1957 Lloyd H. Gromm, Summerfield, FL, Nov. 9, 2009.
1958 Phillip E. Bretz MS-ED ‘64, Naperville, Apr. 15, 2005.
1958 Donald E. Ziegler, San Antonio, TX, Oct. 29, 2009.
1959 John W. Bennett, Green Valley, AZ, Oct.11, 2009.
1959 Gary A. Poole, San Jose, CA, Oct. 21, 2009.
1960 Carol L. Liehr Baum, Athens, Dec. 21, 2008.
1960 Wallace C. Dralle, Homewood, Jan, 15, 2010.
1961 Harlan D. Christoffersen, Dixon, Aug. 21, 2007.
1961 Alvin C. Woodside, Mt. Carroll, Oct. 9, 2007.
1963 Arlene W. Grimm Rhinehart MS-ED, Palos Hills, July 12,
2007.
1964 Ronald R. Beard, Grand Junction, CO, May 8, 2007.
1964 Sharon S. “Sheri” Marxmiller Roderick, Danville, Jan. 18,
2010.
1965 Connie K. Weaver Baker, Springfield, Oct. 22, 2007.
1965 Robert E. Jirsa, Hamden, CT, July 8, 2009.
1965 Anthony W. “Tony” McCollum, Trophy Club, TX, Jan. 20,
2010.
1965 Jack L. Wilson, Streator, Jan. 4, 2010.
1968 Karen M. Hull, Sterling, July 10, 2009.

Herman Koester

Herman Koester Jr. ‘52 MS-ED ‘53, former director
of financial aid, passed away Dec. 11 in Macomb. He
was 89.
He worked as a student employee in Western’s
library from 1949-1952, while he earned his bachelor’s
degree in education (mathematics major) and his
maser’s degree in education (administration). He later
took graduate credits in education at the University of
Omaha.
Koester joined the University staff in 1952 as a
purchasing assistant. He served as director of student
activities from 1957-1959, when he was named director
of financial aid. In that role he supervised student
employment and the disbursement of scholarships,
grants and loans; he also served on the general
advisory board of the Illinois State Scholarship
Commission. Koester retired from Western in 1980.
He served in the Army during World War II, and
was a member of the Macomb American Legion and
VFW. He also was a Macomb City alderman and the
Macomb City assessor.

Harry Gianneschi

Harry Gianneschi ‘66 MA ‘69, age 65, former
director of Alumni Affairs (now Alumni Programs) at
WIU, passed away Oct. 15, 2009, after a battle with ALS,
also known as Lou Gehrig’s Disease.
Gianneschi, who earned his bachelor’s degree in
speech and history and master’s degree in speech from
WIU, began his career in higher education at his alma
mater as an assistant professor of speech and rhetoric
(1969-1971 and 1972-1973). After earning a doctorate
in speech, rhetoric and public address from Bowling
Green State University in 1973, he served as director of
alumni affairs at WIU from 1973 to 1976, when he went
on to be the director of alumni relations and university
development at the University of Nevada-Reno.
While a student, he had been involved in student
government and was president of his senior class. He
also was active on the University Union Board. He and
his wife, Pat Winters Gianneschi ‘67 MA ‘69, met at
Western.

He had most recently served as vice president for
advancement at Cal State Fullerton. According to its
website (fullerton.edu), Gianneschi joined Cal State
Fullerton in 1991 and served on the Orange County
campus for 10 years before retiring and moving to
Florida. Under his leadership, the university experienced
nine consecutive years of fundraising growth. Among
many other achievements, he established the Center for
Nonprofit Research in 1996 to serve the community and
the field of nonprofit-sector research. A year after his
retirement, the center was named in his honor.
Prior to joining Cal State Fullerton, Gianneschi served
more than 10 years in development and alumni relations,
including tenures as vice president for institutional
advancement at Metropolitan State College of Denver
and vice president for development and public affairs at
the State University of New York, College at New Paltz.
In addition to his wife, Pat, Gianneschi is survived
by two sons, Matt and Brad. Private family services were
held in November in Florida.
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Send Us Your News

Full Name ___________________________________ Maiden Name ________________ Grad. Year ___________
Mailing Address ________________________________________________________________________________

Tallahassee Alumni &
Friends Event

The Winery at the Red Bar, January 30, 2010

City ________________________________________ State__________ Zip __________
Is this a new address? o Yes o No

Prefer o Home o Business o Cell

Home Phone _________________________________ Cell Phone _______________________________________
Prefer o Home o Business E-mail

Do you want to receive text messages from the university? o No o Yes

Home E-mail ________________________________ Business E-mail ___________________________________
Title/Position _________________________________ Employer ________________________________________
Employer Mailing Address ________________________________________________________________________
City ________________________________________ State__________ Zip __________
Business Phone _______________________________
Marital Status: o Married

o Single

o Divorced

o Widowed

o Domestic Partner

Is spouse/domestic partner a WIU graduate? o No o Yes, Graduation Year ____________
If yes: Spouse/Domestic Partner Full Name ________________________ Maiden Name _____________________
Title/Position _________________________________ Employer ________________________________________
Employer Mailing Address ______________________________________________________________________
City ________________________________________ State__________ Zip __________

Seated, l-r: Stefanie Jackson, Laurie Lee MS-ED ’05, Jennifer
Bond Kauzlarich ’69 and Bob Kauzlarich ’68 MS-ED ’69.
Standing, l-r: President Al Goldfarb, Lisa Downing Warner
MS ’82, Andy Warner MS ’80 ED SP ’82, Amy Jones ’71, Erwin
Jackson ’72 MS ’75 and Michael Lee MBA ’02.

Jacksonville Alumni &
Friends Event
Shula’s 347 Grill January 31, 2010

Business Phone _______________________________ Prefer o Home o Business E-mail
Home E-mail ________________________________ Business E-mail ___________________________________
Home Phone _________________________________ Cell Phone _______________________________________
Prefer o Home o Business o Cell

Do you want to receive text messages from the university? o No o Yes

Include Information in Western News? o Yes o No
Additional Information for Western News:____________________________________________________________

Send Us Your Feedback

Western News wants to know! How are we doing? What items are
your favorites, or which items don’t you read, in Western News? Tell us what you think.
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________


Please accept the enclosed gift to assist with printing and postage of the Western News.

Send updates and feedback to: Alumni Association, 1 University Circle, Macomb IL 61455-1390,
fax (309) 298-2914, or online at wiu.edu/alumni
* NOTE: Information will be included in Western’s online directory and in the online Western News.
1968 Lorraine H. Lacy, St. Paul, MN, June 7, 2009.
1968 Helen M. Scott Tinker, Westminster, CO, Nov. 8, 2009.
1969 Carolyn A. Pearson, Prospect Heights, Aug. 19, 2009.
1972 Nancy L. Miller Fine MS-ED, Michigan City, IN, Oct. 4,
2008.
1972 Donald T. Levins MS-ED, Burlington, IA, Jan. 4, 2010.
1972 Kevin T. McCormick, Orland Park, May 14, 2009.
1972 Kevin J. Young, Addison, Aug. 10, 2009.
1973 Linda S. Venegonia Malek, Lombard, Nov. 27, 2008.
1973 Randall J. “Randy” Taylor MBA ’75, Glen Ellyn, Oct. 31,
2009.
1973 James P. Wirtz, Savoy, July 20, 2008.
1974 James A. Dodge, Geneva, Aug. 29, 2009.
1974 Karen D. Pine Dolbeare, Pleasant Hill, Aug. 31, 2008.
1974 Daniel L. Steach, Avon, May 21, 2009.
1974 Mary A. McClimon Wrobel MS ‘76, Waddell, AZ, Dec. 11,
2008.
1975 Estelle Evers Barnes MS-ED, Monmouth, Mar. 20, 2009.
1975 Maurie L. Groff MS-ED, S. Pasadena, FL, July 20, 2009.
1975 James B. “Jim” Heidegger, Lakeland, FL, Jan. 6, 2010.
1975 William F. “Bill” Lewandowski, Seal Beach, CA, Sept. 22,
2008.
1976 Mark C. Towle, Waukesha, WI, Dec. 13, 2007.

1977 Genevieve Ennor Barger MA, Laveen, AZ, Jan. 14, 2008.
1979 Jeffrey L. “Jeff” Kelly, Silvis, Apr. 20, 2009.
1979 Gladys K. Kilgore Linn MS-ED, Ft. Worth, TX, Dec. 14,
2008.
1979 Robin D. Neilson MS-ED, Menifee, CA, Nov. 28, 2005.
1980 Grace E. Gill Wright MS-ED, Davenport, IA, Feb. 21, 2008.
1981 Donald K. Bowen, Peoria, Oct. 30, 2009.
1981 Maren J. Aramovich McLaughlin, Naperville, Oct. 18, 2009.
1981 Dwight F. Swanson, Geneseo, May 21, 2006.
1982 Virginia E. Ewart Brammer, Keokuk, IA, Jan. 15, 2008.
1982 Penny L. Rouse Schachner, Libertyville, Sept. 1, 2008.
1983 Gerard E. “Gerry” Kronkow, Chicago, Nov. 21, 2008.
1987 Tom M. Connolly, New Lenox, Sept. 2, 2009.
1988 Timothy Bartkiewicz, Chicago, Nov. 14, 2008.
1989 Steven D. “Steve” Hargrave, Danville, Jan. 19, 2010.
1994 Carol J. Witter MS, Good Hope, Aug. 7, 2009.
1995 Jack C. Kerlin, Crystal River, FL, Oct. 4, 2009.
1995 R. Richard “Rick” McLaughlin III, Byron, Dec. 19, 2009
1999 John R. Hurley, Palos Heights, Sept. 11, 2005.
2001 Heather L. Atkinson Mallozzi PB-CER MA ’02, Middleton,
MA, June 20, 2009.
2004 Amy K. Meyer MS-ED, Muscatine, IA, Feb. 28, 2008.

Seated, l-r: Shirley Reynolds, Jim Niss and Elaine Ginn MS
’75. Standing, l-r: Bob Reynolds ’56, Patrick McLaughlin ’69,
Shelby Brethour, Mike Brethour ’00 and President Al Goldfarb.

25 year, 40 year and 50 year Reunion

1960 • 1970 • 1985

Save the Date!
Western Illinois University
2010 Reunion
September 24 & 25
During Homecoming 2010

TWO great events...
ONE trip to Macomb
This homecoming, we will welcome back the
classes of 1960, 1970 and 1985 to celebrate
your class reunion. Mark your calendar for
Sept. 24 & 25 and reserve your hotel room today!

We hope to see you then!
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Alumni Event

at
The Art Institute
of Chicago
April 10
Leatherneck Football Spring Scrimmage
Naperville North High School
3rd Annual All Leatherneck Reunion
Ballydoyle Irish Pub & Restaurant, Aurora
April 19
Homewood *

5th Quarter, 18105 Dixie Hwy.

* 6-8 p.m. Social

Upcoming Events

CLASSNOTES
What:

Complimentary social (6-8 p.m.) and viewing
of the Henri Matisse Special Exhibition
Date:
Friday, April 9
Location:
The Art Institute of Chicago, Millennium Park Room,
230 S. Columbus Drive, Chicago, Illinois
Menu:
Spectacular food stations and cash bar
To Register: Call (309) 298-1914 or e-mail A-Association@wiu.edu
with your full name, graduation year, phone number,
guests’ names/graduation years (if applicable)

April 20
Libertyville *

April 23
All Greek Reunion
June 12
Doc Ryan’s Bar & Grill; 6-9 p.m. Social
Mickey Finns, 412 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Cubs vs. White Sox Baseball Game
7432 W. Madison St., Forest Park, IL Watch the Game from The Cubby Bear!
April 21
2:30 p.m. Social & 3:10 p.m. Game
La Grange*
June 11
The Cubby Bear
Mambo Room Latin Grill, 25 W. Calendar Ct.
Naperville *
956 W. Addison St.
April 22
BlackFinn American Saloon
Chicago, IL
Arlington Heights*
16 W. Jefferson Ave.

June 14
“The Western Open”–Seven Bridges
12:30 p.m. Shotgun start
One Mulligan Drive
Woodridge, IL
$100/18 holes of golf, green fees & cart,
registration gift, social & dinner

La Tasca Tapas Restaurant, 25 W. Davis St.

Sponsorship opportunities are available. Call the WIU Alumni Association at (309) 298-1914 for information or to register. Watch our website or your mailboxes for information!

You are just a “drive” away from a great day on the golf course!

Join the Western Illinois University Alumni Association
on the links for one or all of these great golf outings!
Unable to join us for golf, or do you not play golf?
Join us for the socials after the golf outings.

The “Western Open”
Golf Outing
June 14, 2010
Seven Bridges Golf Club
One Mulligan Dr.,
Woodridge, IL
Shotgun Start 12:30
Four Person Scramble
Entry Fee $100
(golf & social/dinner)
Social/dinner only $20
$1,000 hole
sponsorships available

Quad Cities Alumni &
Friends Golf Outing
June 21, 2010
TPC Deere Run
3100 Heather Knoll
Silvis, IL
Shotgun Start Noon
Four person scramble
Entry Fee $75
(golf & social/dinner)
Social/dinner only $15
$500 hole sponsorships
available

Peoria Alumni & Friends
Golf Outing
June 25, 2010
WeaverRidge
5100 WeaverRidge Blvd.,
Peoria, IL
Shotgun Start 12:30
Four Person Scramble
Entry Fee $75
(golf & social/dinner)
Social/dinner only $15
$500 hole sponsorships
available

To register online or for more information, visit wiu.edu/alumni.

Do not forget the
34th Annual
Leatherneck Club’s
Golf Classic
June 11, 2010
Harry Mussatto Golf Club
Macomb, IL
Open to Western Athletic
Club Members Only
Contact WIU Athletics or
Dwaine Roche for more
information (309) 298-2602
Bring your friends for a
great day on the course!

Upcoming Alumni & Friends Events
March 11

Canton Alumni &
Friends Event
Official Time Out Sports
Bar & Grill

6-8 p.m.
Appetizers with cash bar $12 per person
68 E. Elm St.
Canton, IL

March 25

Burlington Alumni &
Friends Social
Burlington Golf Club

6-8 p.m.
Appetizers with cash bar $15 per person
2124 Sunnyside Ave.
Burlington, IA

March 27

April 29

May 20

7 p.m. - midnight
Dinner & four-hours of
complimentary drinks $60 per person
8200 S. Cicero Ave.
Burbank, IL

6-8 p.m.
Appetizers and cash bar$12 per person
58 S. Cherry St.
Galesburg, IL

6-8 p.m.
Pizza buffet and cash bar $10 per person
2511 Village Green Pl.
Champaign, IL

Black Alumni Black Tie
Scholarship Gala
Martinique Banquet
Complex, Grand Ballroom

Galesburg Alumni
& Friends Event
McGillacuddy’s,
Cocoa Lounge

Registration Form for WIU Alumni & Friends Events

Champaign Alumni &
Friends Event
Jupiter’s At The Crossing,
Basement Bar

Payment
options:

Name _______________________________________________________________________ Class year_________________
Address ___________________________________________________ City, State, Zip ______________________________
Home phone ___________________________________ Home e-mail ____________________________________________
Cell phone _______________________________ Do you want to receive text messages from the university? o No o Yes
Name of business ___________________________________________ Job title ____________________________________
Work phone ____________________________________ Work e-mail_____________________________________________
Work address _______________________________________________ City, State, Zip ______________________________
Name of event:
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

Number attending/Name(s):
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

May 22

Warsaw Alumni &
Friends Social
Warsaw Brewing Corp.

5-7 p.m.
Italian Style Pasta
stations - $15 per person
900 N. 5th St.
Warsaw, IL

June 9

Columbus Alumni &
Friends Event

July 8

Washington D.C. Alumni
& Friends Event

September 11

WIU vs. Purdue Pre-Game
Social & Football Game

■Onlinewiu.com/alumni
■Phone(309)298-1914
■CheckPayabletoWIU Alumni Association
■Credit cardPlease provide credit card information
Credit card information:
Card #:____________________________________
Exp. date: _________________________________
Name on card: ______________________________
Signature: _________________________________
Fax form to: (309) 298-2914 or mail form to:
WIU Alumni Association, 1 University Circle,
Macomb, IL 61455-1390

Price:
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
Total:______________________________________________

