Graduate students who have completed master’s theses under supervision of J.A. Thomas
(T= thesis; AB = Advanced Biological Project): 

2011.  Alsina-Guerra, M.  Blood values from wild and rehabilitating Antillean manatees (Trichechus  
             manatus manatus) from Puerto Rico. (T)
           Bayly, B.  Environmental enrichment for a male pygmy marmoset (Cebuella pygmaea) through 
                changing social contexts. (T) Master of Science.  Western Illinois University. 60 pp.     
            Brown, L. Curriculum development and evaluation using cell phone technology to teach 
                conservation science at Niabi Zoo. (AB)      
           Foster, J. Analysis of growth and production of bluegill (Lepomis macrochirus) fry fed a natural 
                 versus artificial diet at the Fairport Iowa Fish Hatchery. (T) Master of Science.  Western 
                 Illinois University. 59 pp.           
           Jurich, E. Vertical segregation on an artificial mountain at the Niabi Zoo as a reflection of social 
     hierarchy in Barbary sheep (Ammotragus lervia). (T)  Master of Science.  Western Illinois 
     University. 53 pp.           
           Ocon, A. A manual for Children’s Zoo Volunteers at Brookfield Zoo. (AB)
           Stach, N.  An analysis of morphometric data collected on a Western grey kangaroo
                    (Macropus fuliginosus melanops) joey hand-reared at the Chicago Zoological Society’s 
                    Brookfield Zoo. (AB)
           Stalf, C. Training methods for a visual and olfactory match-to-sample discrimination task in an 
                  Asian elephant, Elephas maximus. (AB)
           Verbeke, M.  Evaluating the effectiveness of engaging the public in nature conservation at
                  Niabi Zoo.  (T) Master of Science.  Western Illinois University. 91 pp.          
2010.  Dye, G.  A model for cooperative marine mammal breeding programs. (AB)
           Friel, B. Effects of construction noise on the behavior of Gabriella’s crested gibbons at the 
                 Niabi Zoo. (T) Master of Science.  Western Illinois University. 61 pp.           
           Kelley, M.  Ultrasonic sound production in belugas and Pacific white-sided dolphins at
                the Shedd Aquarium. (T) Master of Science.  Western Illinois University. 89 pp.           
           Kuchuki, N.  Olfactory versus visual discrimination of food in Phylostomid bats at the Peoria Zoo. 
                (AB)
           Mindach, D.  Silence as an anti-predation strategy by Weddell seals in response to leopard seals 
                and killer whale sounds. (T) Master of Science.  Western Illinois University. 58 pp.           
           Munoz, G.  Vocal behavior of wild and rehabilitating Mediterranean monk seals in Greece.  (T)    
                 Master of Science.  Western Illinois University. 62 pp.           
           Paccione, W.  Olfactory Enrichment of American black bears at Niabi Zoo. (T) Master of Science.  
                  Western Illinois University. 68 pp.
           Rushing-Anderson, K.  Effects of Water Enrichment on California Sea Lions) Zalophus 
                 californianus) Housed at the Peoria Zoo. (T) Master of Science.  Western Illinois University. 
                 60 pp.
           Stansbury, A.  Audiogram of two Arctic Fox at the Columbus Zoo.  (T) Master of Science.  Western
    Illinois University. 53 pp.  
           Wehmeyer, A.  Olfactory discrimination in an Asian elephant at Niabi Zoo using match-to-sample 
                  methods. (T) Master of Science.  Western Illinois University. 67 pp.                    
2009.  Coulomb, C.  Diel patterns of underwater vocalizations of Weddell seals in the 
                 Antarctic during two breeding seasons.  Master of Science.  Western Illinois 
                 University. 67 pp.           
     Gitter, S.  Whistle Repertoire and Geographic Variation in the Whistles of Striped Dolphins  
           (Stenella coeruleoalba) in the Ligurian Sea of the Mediterranean. Master of Science.  
           Western Illinois University. 78 pp.
            Loeding, E.  Investigating the Impacts of a Female to Female Introduction on Hormone 
                 Levels in Sable Antelope (Hippotragus niger).  Master of Science.  Western Illinois  
                  University.   54 pp. (T)
            McCreery, L.  Acoustical Analysis of Underwater Vocalizations from Crabeater seals, 
                 Lobodon carcinophagus. Master of Science.  Western Illinois University. 38 pp. (T)
            Oliver, M. Insect Abundance and Biomass in a Residential area, Cornfield, and at Volo Bog State 
         	   Park in Northeastern Illinois. (T) Master of Science.  Western Illinois University. 54 pp.
            Rose, A.  The Effects of Varying Levels of Aquarium Noise on Behavioral and 
                 Physiological Stress Responses in two Species of Freshwater Fishes:  Flathead Minnow 
                 (Pimephales promelas) and Bluegill Sunfish (Lepomis macrochirus).    
                 Master of Science.  Western Illinois University. 45 pp.   (T)
2008.   Crean, J.  High school genetics curriculum using the Brookfield Zoo.  Master of Science. 
                 Western Illinois University. 65 pp.    (AB)                
            Crowell, S.  Diel patterns in underwater vocalizations of bottlenose dolphins at the 
	    Brookfield Zoo during consecutive removals of adult males from the breeding 
	    Population. Master of Science.  Western Illinois University.45 pp.  (T)
            Walter, E.  Visual discrimination of an Asian elephant using match-to-sample.  Master of Science.  
                 Western Illinois University.  78 pp.  (T)
2007.   Clark, M.  Underwater vocal behavior by harbor seals at the Brookfield Zoo. Master of Science. 
                 Western Illinois University.  67 pp.    (T)
            Fuhs, V.  Spatial relationships of mother-calf pairs within Hawaiian spinner 
                 dolphins (Stenella longirostris).  Master of Science. Western Illinois 
                 University. 48 pp. (T)
             Hasselberg, B.  Use of a laser thermometer for monitoring microhabitat selection in 
                 captive California sea lions (Zalophus californianus). Master of Science. Western Illinois 
                 University.49 pp. (T)
             Ostrego, L.  Behavioral enrichment of harbor seals at the John G. Shedd Aquarium.  Master of 
                 Science. Western Illinois University.51 pp. (T)
2006.    Bergren, R.  Spatial relationships of mother and pup Weddell seals over the breeding season. 
                  Master of Science. Western Illinois University. 66 pp. (T)
             McGee, J.  Standards of care for captive California Sea Lions (Zalophus 
                   californianus). Master of Science.  Western Illinois University. 98 pp. (T) 
              Potter-Hensen, J.  Analysis of behavior and vocalizations in captive mountain lions at  
                   Wildlife Prairie Park. Master of Science. Western Illinois University. 89 pp. (T)
              Richlen, M.  Antarctic killer whale vocalizations: Preliminary analysis of McMurdo Sound 
                    killer whale (Orcinus orca) repertoire. Master of Science. Western Illinois University. 
                   55 pp. (T)
              Stacey, R.  Vocalizations of Antarctic Ross seals (Ommatophoca rossii). Master of Science.
                    Western Illinois University. 47 pp. (T)
2004.    Mohan, H.  Foraging behavior in white-tailed kites. Master of Science. Western Illinois 
                    University. 56 pp. (T)
2003.    Augustine, A.  2003.  The Cat’s Meow:  relationships between domestic cats
                    vocalization features and physical characteristics.  Master of Science. Western Illinois
                    University. 42 pp. (T)

             Brickman, J. 2003.  Factors influencing call usage of the Pacific white-sided
                     dolphin, Lagenorhynchus obliquidens, at the John G. Shedd Aquarium.
                     Master of Science. Western Illinois University. 37 pp. (T)
             Tanchez, E.  2003.  Diel patterns in underwater sounds of beluga whales 
                     (Delphinapterus leucas) at the John G. Shedd Aquarium.  Master of Science. Western 
                     Illinois University. 46 pp. (T)    
2002.     Baggett Miller, R.  2002.  Variations in locomotor behavior of two primates
                     species, Hapalemur griseus and Galago moholi. Master of Science.  Western Illinois 
                     University.46 pp. (T)
              Heinemeyer, H., 2002.  Patterns of echolocation in a group of semi-captive Atlantic bottlenose 
                     dolphins (Tursiops truncatus) in Roatan, Honduras.  Master of Science. Western Illinois 
                      University. 36 pp. (T)
2000.	 Cope, M. R.  2000.  Effects of boat activity on bottlenose dolphins, Tursiops truncatus, in 
                       the near shore waters of South Beach, Hilton Head Island, South Carolina.  Master 
                       of Science. Western Illinois University. 70 pp. (T)
               Noe, B.  2000.  Analysis of surface vocalizations from mother and pup Weddell seals 
                       (Leptonychotes weddellii). Master of Science. Western Illinois University. 31 pp. (T) 
1999.      Fahner, M. A.  1999.  Acoustic properties of echolocation signals by captive 
                Pacific white-sided dolphins (Lagenorhynchus obliquidens). Master of Science. Master of 
                Science.  Western Illinois University. 19 pp. (T)   
         Gunther, M. L.  1999.  Collection of mammal specimens in the Western Illinois University
                 Museum of Natural History.  Master of Science.  Western Illinois University. 247 pp. (T)
         Nester, A.  E. 1999.  The underwater sound repertoire of wild false killer whales (Pseudorca
                crassidens).  Master of Science. Western Illinois University. 38 pp. (T)
         Schneider, T. M.  1999.  Survey of small mammals at Manikowski Prairie, Clinton County, Iowa.
                Master of Science. Western Illinois University. 64 pp. (T)
1998.	  DeMarr, M. A.  1998.  Microtopographical influences on thirteen-lined ground squirrel 
                       (Spermophilus tridecimlineatus) burrow placement in West Lake Park, Iowa.  Master 
                       of Science. Western Illinois University. 28 pp. (T)
1997.	  Welling, J. D.  1997.  An acoustic survey of bats in Lake Argyle State Park.  Master of 
                       Science. Western Illinois University. 22 pp. (T)
1996.	  Bachman, W. A.  1996.  Performance of three marine mammal species during underwater 
                       audiometric tests as examined by receiver operating characteristic (ROC) plots.  
                       Master of Science. Western Illinois University. 34 pp. (T)
	  Orban, A.  1996. Adjunctive behaviors by a Pacific white-sided dolphin during hearing tests.  
                       Master of Science.  Western Illinois University.56 pp. (T)
               Tremel, D.P.  1996.  Underwater hearing sensitivity of Pacific white-sided dolphin, 
                       Lagenorhynchus obliquidens.  Master of Science. Western Illinois University. 37 pp. (T)
1995.	  Peterson, L. M. 1995.  Effectiveness of using a Trailmaster infrared sensor for monitoring 
                       activity of captive coyotes.  Master of Science, Western Illinois University. 48 pp. (T)
1994.	  Hollis, K.  M. 1994.  Comparison of implanted transponder chips and toe clips as marking 
                       techniques for small mammals. Master of Science. Western Illinois University. 26 pp. (T)
	  Presley, S. J.1994.  Small mammals of McDonough County, Illinois.  Master of Science. 
                       Western Illinois University.  148 pp. (T)
               Rothering, A. A.  1994.  Home range of adult raccoons pre- and post- removal of a same-sex 
                       neighbor in West-Central Illinois. Master of Science. Western Illinois University.  49 pp. (T)
1993.	 Chapman, E. S.1993.  Older sibling care in prairie voles, Microtus ochrogaster.  Master of 
                       Science. Western Illinois University. 61 pp. (T)
1985.	 Yochem, P.  1985.  Haulout behavior in pinnipeds on Channel Islands, California.  Master of  
                       Science, San Diego State University, San Diego, CA (publication format)
1984.	Kastelein. R. 1984.  Hearing thresholds measurements and responses to Belukha whales 
                     playbacks of underwater drilling noise.  Doctorate of Philosophy, Agricultural University, 
                    Amsterdam, Holland (publication format)

Graduate students who are working on a master’s theses under supervision of J.A. Thomas  (T = thesis; AB=advanced Biological Project): 
Arras, H.  Analysis of object volume as an indicator of discrimination abilities by an Asian
	elephant in four object match-to-sample study at Niabi Zoo. (T)
Amsden, B.  Weight gain in Antarctic Weddell seal pups in two colonies in two years. (T)
Arnold, E. Guide to Behavioral Enrichment of Selected animals at Niabi Zoo. (AB)
Bengtson, S.  Age and sex differences in behavior and echolocation by bottlenose dolphins (Tursiops 
              truncatus) during investigation of novel objects at Brookfield Zoo. (T)
Brice, J.  Survey of non-native animals offered to aquarium and pet stores: implications on the alien 
              invasive species problem in native US waters. (T)
Carneiro, B.  Ontogeny of beluga whale calf underwater vocalizations at the Shedd Aquarium. (T)
DeRango, E.  A morphological analysis of the mustelid skull cribriform plate as a predictor for olfactory 	ability. (T)
Folks, K.  Behavioral enrichment projects for animals at Niabi Zoo. (AB)
Gross. B.  Abundance of diel behavioral patterns of river otters at the Upper Mississippi Wildlife and Fish 
              Refuge as monitored by wildlife video cameras.  (T)
Hicks, C.  Behavior of a female grey seal during and after pregnancy at Brookfield Zoo. (AB)
Horton, B.  Use of an infrared thermometer to monitor habitat temperatures and body temperatures of 	grey seals at Brookfield Zoo; implications for facility refurbishment. (T)
Keever, R. Effectiveness of enriching the endangered red wolves at Niabi Zoo with animal fur and human 	hair. (AB)
Kline, L.  Examination of personality type of primates and its effect on the effectiveness of enrichment at 	primates at the Brookfield Zoo. (T)
Larson, J.   Teacher’s workbook and curriculum for Zoo Backyard at Niabi Zoo (T)
Ricketts, K.  Water quality in preferred habitats of river otters at the Upper Mississippi Wildlife and Fish 
            refuge. (T)
Rudolph, L.  Developing and evaluating the effectiveness of the Zoo Backyard Exhibit at Niabi Zoo. (T)
             (T)
Schahl, J.  Heterothermy in different body regions of reticulated giraffes (Giraffa camelopardilis reticulata) 
             at Niabi Zoo in Coal Valley, Illinois. (T)
Scott, J.  The effectiveness of using children’s musical toys as enrichment for the colobus monkeys at 	Niabi Zoo. (T)
Silpa, M.  Underwater vocal behavior of isolated Weddell seals equipped with audio/video satellite tags.  
             (AB)
Sparbel, K.  Survey and website creation on the controversial issue of horse slaughter in the US. (T)	
Yegge, S.  Playbacks of conspecific vocalizations and music to Gabriella’s crested gibbons at Niabi Zoo
             to restore their duetting behavior. (T)

