A&S 495G: Senior Capstone – Critical Thinking and Inquiry in the Arts & Sciences
TH 9:00am – 11:30am
Professor A. Mossman
SPRING 2015
Office: Tillman 301B
Email: ap-mossman@wiu.edu
Office Hours QC – Th 12:00-1:30pm
Please read this syllabus carefully. It is our contract to be followed for this class.
Course Goals
In a 2013 survey of employer priorities for what students should learn in college, 80% or more agreed that a broad
knowledge of the liberal arts and sciences combined with critical thinking, analytical reasoning, strong communication,
and complex problem-solving skills are priorities they look for when hiring.
Critical inquiry is the process of gathering and evaluating information, ideas, and assumptions from multiple perspectives
to produce well-reasoned analysis and understanding, leading to new ideas, applications and questions.
Develop critical thinking, reasoning, and problem-solving skills through structured, student-driven opportunities for
creative problem-solving individually and in teams.
Through games like chess, brain-teasers, and real-world problem scenarios, we’ll consider multiple viewpoints and
conflicting values as we imagine, analyze, and apply different solutions to problems. In addition to in-class problemsolving games and activities, students will work on scenarios outside of class and conduct a feasibility study to determine
feasible solutions to real-world challenges or problems.
Course Goals:
 Develop critical thinking, analytical reasoning, and complex problem-solving skills through course activities and
assignments
 Articulate a connection between your liberal arts and sciences education and your professional development
 Collaborate to research and propose a solution to a problem, based on interdisciplinary modes of inquiry and
analysis
 Explore and reflect on the value of a liberal arts and sciences education
 Examine and analyze problems and scenarios through a multidisciplinary perspective
 Expand your communication skills through academic and professional writing genres
Required and Recommended Texts and Resources
Required:
Nosich, Gerald M. Learning to Think Things Through: A Guide to Critical Thinking Across the Curriculum. Fourth Ed.
NY: Pearson, 2012. ISBN: 978-0-13-708514-9.
Additional Readings on Western Online
Recommended: A flash drive where you frequently back up your work (in addition to your WIU P drive)

Assignment
Legacy Project
 Feasibility Study
 Presentation
Problem-Solving & Critical Thinking Exercises
 In-class
 Homework
Portfolio
 Resume
 Position Paper
 Skills Self-Assessment and Profile
 Capstone Essay

Assignments
Points

Percent of Grade
25%

15
10
50%
26
24
25%
2.5
10
2.5
10
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Grading & Evaluation
Qualitative

4.0 scale

Total Pts.

4.00

Letter
Grade
A

outstanding effort and/or achievement relative to level necessary to meet requirements
and expectations; problems v. minor or nonexistent

3.67

A-

90-94

strong effort and/or achievement relative to the level necessary to meet requirements
and expectations; problems few

3.33
3.00
2.67

B+
B
B-

87-89
83-86
80-82

effort and/or achievement meets most requirements and expectations, but problems
exist

2.33
2.00

C+
C

77-79
73-76

1.67
1.33
1.00
0.67
0.00

CD+
D
DF

70-72
67-69
63-66
60-62
<60

effort and/or achievement worth credit even though fails to meet all requirements and
expectations; serious problems
a good faith effort was not made (academic dishonesty, poor attendance and
participation, failure to hand in all paper assignments completely)

95-100

Course Policies
Academic Integrity
Responsible academic conduct is required in this and all other Western Illinois University courses. Plagiarism and
cheating are serious infractions subject to University policy on academic integrity. Scholastic dishonesty in any
portion of the work for this course shall be grounds for awarding a grade of F for the assignment or an F for the
entire course, and further disciplinary action may be taken.
It is crucial that you turn in your own work and that you document the sources for ideas that are not your own. If
you are using material or ideas from another source, including the internet and any graphics, and have questions
about how to properly document the material, you should consult a style manual for guidelines. If you remain
unsure or if you have any questions about what constitutes plagiarism or cheating, please contact me before the
assignment is due or test is given.
Please note that turning in work for this class that was prepared for another class or by another individual will be
considered cheating. The policy on plagiarism and cheating applies to all drafts, as well as final products, turned in
for this course.
For the university’s policy on academic integrity, including plagiarism and cheating, refer to
http://www.wiu.edu/policies/acintegrity.php
Incompletes
An incomplete (“I”) grade will be given only in extraordinary circumstances (i.e., prolonged illness, death in family) at
my discretion. It will not be considered unless the amount of work remaining in the course is limited (i.e., a single
assignment) and you had a passing grade before the incomplete assignment. The assignment of an “I” requires a written
agreement between me and you specifying the time and manner in which you will complete the required assignments.
Failure to adhere to the contract could result in an F for the missing work and an F for the course.
Late or Missed Work
Generally, late work will not be accepted for points. On occasion, if you’ve met with me at least 4 days in advance, I am
willing to work out an alternate deadline for an assignment. If you know you will miss a class, turn in assignments early.
If you are absent for a class meeting, you are responsible for finding out what you missed, if any changes to the
syllabus/deadlines were made, and for getting your work to me on time.
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Participation and Preparation
I expect you to come to class on time, prepared to actively, specifically, and critically engage the material for which you
are responsible. You will have the reading and writing schedule in advance, so please manage your time well. Failure to
be prepared and participate can result in 5 points being subtracted from your total points for the course. Absolutely
outstanding participation and preparation can result in 5 points being added to your total points for the course.
Professionalism and Respect
Respect and care should be shown in your behavior in class, contributions to discussion, interactions with me and your
classmates, and the work you do for the class assignments. During class time, turn off and keep out of sight MP3
players, cell phones, and other things that beep, ring, or vibrate. If you read, nap, text, check email, or engage in other
distracting behavior during class, you may be asked to leave. Disruptive, discourteous, threatening, or harassing behavior
will not be tolerated and may result in dismissal from class. If you must have a pager/cell phone on, please speak with me
the first day of class.
Students with Disabilities
In accordance with University policy and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), academic accommodations may be
made for any student who notifies the instructor of the need for an accommodation. For the instructor to provide the
proper accommodation(s), you must obtain documentation of the need for an accommodation through Disability Resource
Center and provide it to the instructor. It is imperative that you take the initiative to bring such needs to the instructor's
attention, as he/she is not legally permitted to inquire about such particular needs of students. Students who may require
special assistance in emergency evacuations (i.e. fire, tornado, etc.) should contact the instructor as to the most
appropriate procedures to follow in such an emergency. Contact Disability Resource Center at 298-2512 or
disability@wiu.edu for additional services.
http://www.wiu.edu/student_services/disability_resource_center/
Tardiness
Tardiness disrupts lectures and discussions, and is discourteous to your classmates and professor. You are expected to
arrive on time and remain for the duration of class. A pattern of tardiness will result in a final grade reduction.
Your Responsibilities
Remember that your grade in this (and any) class is your responsibility to earn. If you find at any time during the term that
you are having difficulties meeting the requirements for this course, please speak with me immediately.
Office Hours
I encourage you all to make appointments to discuss the course, assignments, and any concerns you may have. Ms. Susie
Fowler keeps my calendar and can set up an appointment for you: se-fowler@wiu.edu.
Tips for Success in this Course












Come to class and participate in class discussions
Keep up with the readings
Read syllabus & handouts carefully; note where to go for policies & other information
Read the guidelines & evaluation criteria for all assignments carefully
Stay on schedule with all assignments
If you email me something, don’t assume I received it without verification
Save documents often and in more than one place so you don’t lose material
Check your email and WesternOnline frequently (once a day)
If you can’t access WesternOnline, email your assignment to me or tell me if you need a document emailed to you
Talk with me about any questions or concerns as they arise
Meet with me for feedback on your work

AP Mossman p.3

Attendance
Attendance is required at all class meetings, just as showing up to work is required in any workplace. If you will miss
class, you should notify me beforehand via email or phone, just as you would in the workplace. The reasons below may be
considered excused in this class, provided you submit written documentation as soon as possible to me:






Verified (documented) illness for which you were hospitalized or received emergency care (i.e., a note from a
doctor saying you were at Beu Health Center during class is not sufficient)
Participation in athletic events or other group activities sponsored by the University (provide documentation
ahead of the absence)
Serious family emergencies (contact me within 24 hours of the absence)
Subpoenas and jury duty (provide documentation ahead of the absence when possible)
Military service and religious observances within your faith (provide documentation ahead of the absence)

While I cannot anticipate all scenarios, experience has shown me that responsible students make every effort to attend
class and when they cannot, they contact me as soon as possible (even before class) and are very conscientious about
making up work. Ultimately, I reserve the right to determine whether an absence will affect your grade for the course.
You are permitted 1 unexcused absence—1 week of class. More unexcused absences will result in a final grade reduction.
More than 2 unexcused absences and/or excessive excused absences is grounds for a failing grade in this course.
Should a real emergency (e.g., protracted illness or family crisis) cause you to miss more than 2 class periods, you must
contact me immediately to determine whether or not you will be able to complete the minimum work required to pass the
course or whether you have other options (such as a late drop or withdrawal).
University Student Absence Policy (http://www.wiu.edu/student_services/student_development_and_orientation/current/absencepolicy.php)
Students are expected to attend all classes in which they are enrolled except in cases of illness or other serious emergency. Each faculty member
determines his or her own policy dealing with class attendance. Therefore, if a student misses a class or classes, the student is expected to discuss the
matter with the instructor, and it is up to the discretion of the instructor whether to allow a student to make up any missed assignments, exams, or
projects.
If a student knows he or she is going to miss a class, the student is advised and is expected to discuss the situation with the appropriate faculty
member in advance and in accordance with that faculty member's guidelines for class attendance. If documentation of the reason or reasons for an
absence is desired by the faculty member, the student should inquire of the faculty member what would suffice for that purpose (e.g., medical
documentation, proof of court appearance, etc.).
If a student needs medical documentation, he or she should contact the proper medical source directly for whatever material is needed. Neither the
Office of Student Development and Orientation nor the Beu Health Center issue excuses for not attending class, but a student may obtain a form
indicating the date and time of a completed medical appointment at the Health Center, for example, should a faculty member desire or require such
evidence.
If a student makes a decision not to attend a class because of a non-emergency illness or injury (e.g., sore throat, cold, sprained ankle, etc.), it is the
responsibility of the student to discuss the absence with the faculty member should the student desire to make up any academic work missed because
of the absence. Depending upon such factors as the faculty member's class attendance policy, the reasons for the absence, and the student's prior
record of class attendance, the faculty member may or may not grant the request to make up work that has been missed. It is emphasized that it is the
individual faculty member's decision whether or not to grant the request.
The Office of Student Development and Orientation will serve as a contact resource for a student in extreme/emergency cases when the student is
unable to make contact with a faculty member. Accidents/hospitalizations that occur out of town, death of an immediate family member (mother,
father, sister, brother), serious emotional/psychological problems, serious physical injuries or trauma, and medically prescribed inpatient treatment
for substance abuse are examples of situations where the Office of Student Development and Orientation might appropriately be contacted and called
upon for assistance.
If the president issues a "University Advisory" because of an emergency condition (such as inclement weather) and classes are not canceled, students
should arrange with faculty to complete academic course requirements missed during the time of the advisory. Individual faculty members are
responsible for their academic course requirements and it is the individual faculty member's decision whether or not to grant a request to make up
work that has been missed as a result of a "University Advisory." If classes are canceled, faculty members will inform students at a later time how
missed course activities will be satisfied.
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Assignment Descriptions
Legacy Project Feasibility Study. You will break up into teams and each team will work on a project throughout the
semester. The project will be something needed on the WIU-QC campus, and ideas will be coming from WIU-QC staff
who would like students’ input on solutions to some problems or challenges they face. I will share a list of options and
each team will choose the project they want to pursue. You will collaborate as a team to conduct the study and write the
report.
Legacy Project Presentation. Each team will prepare a brief presentation based on their project, to present to the staff for
whom the solutions are proposed.
In-class exercises. During each class we will have exercises and other activities to complete. For the first absence and any
excused absence, you can make these up. For additional unexcused absences, you cannot earn points.
Homework exercises. We will have short homework exercises assigned throughout the semester. These will be graded
based on effort and critical thinking.
Portfolio. By the end of the semester, you will compile a professional portfolio, including the following:


Resume. You will create or update your resume. You will receive feedback and a preliminary grade when you
initially hand this in, but you will have the opportunity to revise before the final grade is issued with the portfolio.



Position Paper. You will write a position paper based on course readings, answering the question “What is the
value of a liberal arts education?” You will receive feedback and a preliminary grade when you initially hand this
in, but you will have the opportunity to revise before the final grade is issued with the portfolio.



Skills Self-Assessment and Profile. You will complete this assignment to hand in with your portfolio.



Legacy Project Feasibility Study. This study will be handed in with the portfolio but graded separately.



Legacy Project Presentation slides and notes. The presentation will be handed in with the portfolio but graded
separately.



Capstone Essay. You will write a capstone essay reflecting on your experience in this course and in the Liberal
Arts and Sciences program. How has your interdisciplinary education prepared you to be an innovative thinker
and engaged citizen and colleague after college?
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Course Schedule – Reading and Assignment Due Dates
Schedule is subject to revision during the semester—you are responsible for noting changes to the schedule and
syllabus.
Date
1/22

Reading Due

Writing Due

1/29



Nosich Ch. 1

Homework exercises

2/5



Malesic, “College Should Be An
Intellectual Workout”

Homework exercises

In Class
Introduction to course

2/12
LINCOLN’S BIRTHDAY – NO CLASS
Homework exercises




Nosich Ch. 2

2/26



Gordon, “The Confidence Factor in
Liberal Education”

3/5



Nosich Ch. 3

3/12



3 student essays: Damitz,
“Significance of Applicable
Knowledge”; Myszewski,
“Empowering Citizens for the 21st
Century”; Urbanek, “The Liberal Arts:
Preserving Humanity”

3/26



Nosich Ch. 4

4/2



Strober, “The Calls for More
Interdisciplinarity”

Homework exercises

4/9



Nosich Ch. 5

Homework exercises

TBA

Homework exercises
Legacy Project
Feasibility Study due
Homework exercises

Legacy Project Presentations

Capstone Essay due with
portfolio

Legacy Project Presentations (if
needed)

2/19

4/16
4/23
4/30
5/7

Schneider, “Practicing Liberal
Education”
Resume due; homework
exercises
Homework exercises
Position Paper Due

SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS
Homework exercises

5/14
FINAL EXAM PERIOD—we’ll meet if needed
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