General Honors 101: Asian and Asian-American Lit
(Eng 180 OR Eng 280 Credit)
Session: Spring 2017
Office: 115/16 Simpkins Hall
Instructor: Dr. Marjorie Allison
Office Hours: M, W 9:30-11,
Mailbox: 122 Simpkins Hall
F 10-11, and by appt.
Office Ph.: no phone; main office: 298: 1103
Email: MC-Allison@wiu.edu
Required Texts:
Kogawa, Joy. Obasan
Mukherjee, Bharati. Jasmine
Okada, John. No-No Boy
Waley, Arthur trans. The Analects of Confucius
Wong, Shawn. Homebase
Students will also need to access articles placed in a course folder at WesternOnline.
Depending on how the class runs, we will view one or two films together in class.
*Bring Relevant Textbook or Printout to Every Class*
Course Description:
In this course we will examine Asian and Asian-American texts in order to better understand
common conceptions and misconceptions of Asians and Asian-Americans. Throughout history
Europeans and their descendents have participated in the process of Orientalism: they have
created an exotic Other out of the “East.” We will read literature of immigration and of
displacement as we examine how and why the Asian-American experience maybe different
from that of other immigrant to the United States. Through our exploration of this literature,
essays, and film, we will examine how different writers create new identities for themselves and
their cultural groups. Further we will see how they conceptualize the American experience and
the American Dream. After looking at the Asian-American experience, we will read Asian texts
in order to better understand how immigrants and Asians have constructed their identities
throughout history.
As always, this course will also have the goal of increasing each student’s critical reading,
writing, and thinking skills. Further, we will explore the aesthetic choices the authors have
made—why might they choose to write as they do?
Requirements, Assignments, and Grading:
Participation: In this course students are expected to participate fully in class discussion. This
is not a lecture course and each student must come to class each day ready and willing to raise
questions and make comments about the text at hand. Students will be asked to bring in
outside materials at times. The success and quality of the course is in the hands of the students-only full participation and commitment will make the course “work” to its fullest potential.
Each student will be asked to help lead class discussion at least once this semester. (Class
Participation is worth about 15% of the final grade).
Participation will be evaluated using the following general criteria:
A: Student contributes daily and significantly and always actively focuses on class
discussion.

B: Student contributes regularly and always actively focuses on class discussion.
C: Student contributes sporadically and/or always actively focuses on class discussion.
D: Student contributes rarely and/or frequently does not stay actively focused on the
discussion.
F: Student does not contribute and does not stay actively focused on the discussion.
I do not expect nor require students to have the “right” answer or to provide groundbreaking
analysis but merely to engage in the process of discussing and analyzing the literature.
Remember that quality is better than quantity but quantity is better than no quantity.
In order to participate at the level required, you will need to read the assignments carefully and
critically. Here are some helpful guidelines for reading critically:
 Read the work of literature or article in advance (not right before class),
 Reread the work or sections of the work that are tricky or dense,
 Take reading notes – both summative and critical,
 Identify and question subtextual ideas and concepts
Formal Essays: Paper One, Literary Analysis (10% of final grade); Paper Two,
Summary/Analysis (15% of the final grade); Paper Three, Visual Analysis (20% of the final
grade); Paper Four, Researched Argument (25% of the final grade)
Shorter Written Work: Paper Proposal; Annotated Bibliography, Final Reflection Essay (each
worth 5% of the final grade)
Grading Scale:
A
93-100%
A- 90-92%

B+ 87-89 %
B 83-86%
B- 80-82%

C+ 77-79%
C 73-76%
C- 70-72%

D+ 67-69%
D
63-66%
D- 60-62%

F

0%-59%

Course Grade: All completed assignments in this class will receive points which will be totaled
at the end of the semester to calculate your grade. Points earned divided by points possible will
result in a percentage and a corresponding grade. A grade of at least a “C” (73% minimum) is
necessary in order to receive credit for English 280.
General Information:
Cell Phones: Turn them off during class. Refrain from texting during class.
Participation, Attendance and Punctuality: Because this course is based upon class discussion,
attendance and participation are crucial to the success of the course and the success of
individual students in the course. In order to participate you must not only attend class but
also arrive on time. If you are absent, it is up to you to find out from classmates what material
you have missed and to find out what you need to do for the next class session. Any student
who falls into a pattern of absenteeism will find his or her final grade adversely effected;
persistent lateness will have a similar effect. Each student is allowed three absences for the
semester--no questions asked. For each absence beyond three, I will deduct one half grade from
your final grade for Class Participation. A pattern of chronic absences will result in the final,
overall grade being lowered. Allowances to the overall number may be made in extreme
circumstances (e.g. serious, prolonged illness). These circumstances will need to be
documented, and the student must contact me within 4 class meetings of the first absence.

Conduct: I expect my classes operate with great respect for a large diversity of ideas and
viewpoints. This atmosphere is essential in any academic setting. I expect all students to
respect and listen to other viewpoints—I do not expect all students to agree on issues. So,
mature, respectful, and thoughtful dialogue is encouraged. Insensitive comments and conduct
will not be tolerated, whether aimed at me or at a class member. Please see the Code of Student
Conduct: http://www.wiu.edu/provost/students.php
Papers: Papers must be turned in both electronically to WO and in hard copy to me. Grades on
late papers will be lowered half of a grade for each day late unless you have made special
arrangements with me before the due date.--I reserve the right to not write comments on late
papers.
Scholastic Dishonesty: Scholastic dishonesty of any kind on any assignment undermines the
quality of education at WIU and will not be tolerated under any circumstances. Scholastic
dishonesty includes cheating, fabrication, falsification, multiple submissions, and plagiarism.
Scholastic dishonesty of any kind will result in an F in the course and will be reported to
CAGAS. It is your responsibility to understand what constitutes scholastic dishonesty. I will
also be happy to answer any questions you may have. You should also consult the University
policy at http://www.wiu.edu/policies/acintegrity.php.
Americans with Disabilities Act: Students with disabilities: In accordance with University
values and disability law, students with disabilities may request academic accommodations
where there are aspects of a course that result in barriers to inclusion or accurate assessment of
achievement. To file an official request for disability-related accommodations, please contact the
Disability Resource Center at 309-298-2512, disability@wiu.edu or in 143 Memorial Hall. Please
notify the instructor as soon as possible to ensure that this course is accessible to you in a timely
manner.
Title IX: University values, Title IX, and other federal and state laws prohibit sex
discrimination, including sexual assault/misconduct, dating/domestic violence, and stalking. If
you, or someone you know, have been the victim of any of these offenses, we encourage you to
report this to the Title IX Coordinator at 309-298-1977 or anonymously online at:
http://www.wiu.edu/equal_opportunity_and_access/request_form/index.php. If you disclose an
incident to a faculty member, the faculty member must notify the Title IX Coordinator. The
complete Title IX policy is available at: http://www.wiu.edu/vpas/policies/titleIX.php.
University Writing Center: The UWC is available to assist you with general and specific
questions on any of the writing assignments for this course. Consultants can add another voice
to your writing at any stage in the writing process from brainstorming to polishing the final
product. Please call for an appointment (298–2815) and be sure to take a copy of your
assignment to your session. The main center is located on the 3rd floor of Malpass Library.
Satellite centers can be found in Simpkins, Bayliss, and Tanner. A visit to the UWC should be a
supplement to (rather than a replacement for) talking about your paper with me.
Email: Email correspondence is a quick and easy way to communicate during this semester. I
will use it frequently to communicate with the class, and I encourage you to use to it contact me
to set up an appointment, ask questions, make comments, etc. I do consider email to be formal
communication so I expect emails to be properly addressed, to maintain a professional tone,
and to be grammatically correct. If your question or request is too large to be handily resolved
over email, I will ask you to set an appointment to discuss it in an individual conference.

Office Hours: Students are encouraged to visit during office hours. These are available to use
without setting an appointment. Additionally, if I am in my office, feel free to drop in to see if I
am available to meet. If you are not able to meet during office hours, please email me, and we
can set an appointment.
Final Notes: Students are urged to keep an extra copy of their papers and of any other
important work. If you hand something in late or in to my e-mail account, be sure that you
confirm with me that I received the material.
All assignments must be completed in order to pass the course.

Reading Schedule
(This schedule and list is subject to change according to the needs of the class. I will be adding
in scholarly essays as we move along. All changes will be announced in class, and it is up to
you to keep informed about any changes.)
1/18
1/20

Class Introductions
Read “No Name Woman” by Kingston, posted at WesternOnline

1/23
1/25
1/27

Start Obasan
“
“, article

1/30
2/1
2/3

“
“, article
“

2/6
2/8
2/10

Rough Draft of Paper One Due, Read “Wilshire Bus” by Yamamoto
Peer Conferencing
Paper One Due, Read essay on appeals and part of All I am Asking for…by Murayama

2/13 NO CLASS
2/15 Begin Jasmine
2/17
“
2/20
2/22
2/24

“, article
“
“, artical

2/27
3/1
3/3

Work on drafting
Rough Draft of Paper Two, Read “And the Soul Shall Dance” by Yamauchi
Peer Conferencing

3/6
3/8
3/10

Film….Paper Two Due
Film….
Film…

3/13-3/17 SPRING BREAK

3/20
3/22
3/24

Begin Homebase
“
“

3/27
3/29
3/31

“, Rough Draft of Paper Three Due
Peer Conferencing
Paper Three Due, Read part of Thousand Pieces of Gold by McCunn

4/3
4/5
4/7

Begin No-No Boy
“
“

4/10
4/12
4/14

“, Paper Proposal Due
“
Read part of America is in the Heart by Bulosan

4/17
4/19
4/21

Read “The White Horse” by Trac, Annotated Bibliography
Analects
“

4/24
4/26
4/28

Analects
Lao Tzu, Rough Draft of Paper Four Due
Peer Conferencing

5/1
5/3
5/5

Lao Tzu
Chuang-tzu, Paper Four Due
LAST DAY OF CLASSES

Final Exam Period: Wed, May 10th at 10 am, final reflection essay due

