
American history is not bounded by our national borders but is tied into the 
history and culture of countries around the world, often in surprising or 
unexpected ways.  The people, ideas, images, and policies of the United 
States have shaped and been shaped by people elsewhere in the world since 
the United States was founded.  Turkey is frequently viewed as a country of historical crossroads, connecting Europe, the 
Middle East, and even the United States.  From Americans’ first perceptions of Islam to the ventures of American 
missionaries and merchants, to American military connections with the Ottoman Empire and Republic of Turkey to the 
Cuban Missile Crisis, a study of US interaction with Turkey demonstrates the vast and varied connections between the 
US and the rest of the world. 

 
This Study Abroad Course allows you greater insights into Americans’ 
relationship with people around the world; we focus on Turkey.  A visit to the 
Turkish Military Museum demonstrates how one country’s trash is another’s 
treasure.  A cruise on the Bosphorus straits recovers the story when a U.S. 
naval ship, carrying tribute to the Sultan from the “Barbary pirates,” first 
displayed the American flag in the Ottoman Empire. A visit to the 
amphitheater of ancient Ephesus will recall not only the preaching of the 
apostle Paul but also the route of the first American missionaries in the Middle 
East. Guest lectures by Turkish professors present a local perspective on 
American relations with Turkey over the last two 

centuries.  Throughout your time in Turkey, you’ll experience first-hand how modern Turkish 
citizens think about the United States and interact with American history and culture. 

The U.S. in the World: The Crossroads of Turkey 
HIST 379/679 (3 hrs) 

Travel dates: March 9-18, 2012 

Program overview: 

Academic Information   Study Abroad 
Dr. Timothy Roberts  Kim McDaniel 
438 Morgan Hall  344 Memorial Hall 
298-1053   298-2504 
TM-Roberts@wiu.edu  KD-McDaniel@wiu.edu 

Contact information: 

Sponsored by the Center for International Studies and the Department of History  

Visit www.wiu.edu/studyabroad for more details or contact: 

Eligibility requirements (degree-seeking students):  

Permission of instructor is also required.   
 
All majors are welcome!  Total enrollment for the Course is limited to 15 participants. 

Undergraduates 
1. Completed at least 12 semester hours   
2.  Minimum cumulative GPA of 2.5 
3.  Clearance of Student Judicial Programs 

Graduate students 
1.  Accepted to a graduate degree program 
2.  Approval of graduate adviser and department chair/program director  
3.  Clearance of Student Judicial Programs 
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