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Letter from the Editors 

 

It is with great pleasure that we present to you the 2016-2017 issue of the Western Illinois 

Historical Review, the eighth such volume in a growing collection of historical scholarship. By 

sharing these selected works, our aim is simple: to feature the most prominent works of historical 

scholarship produced by Western Illinois University undergraduate and graduate history 

students. Thus, we are delighted to share these three articles in this year’s issue, for they contain 

both thought-provoking and meaningful research that full-time historians will appreciate. In 

addition, these works also serve as quality examples of historical methodology for aspiring 

undergraduates of history and beyond.  

The volume opens with “Voyage of the Empress of China: Private and National Interests 

Toward Foreign Policy in the Early United States,” by Nathan Schmidt.  Schmidt’s research 

works to uncover information about early-American international trade by exploring a topic, the 

voyage of the Empress of China, that is most often left out of the traditional historical narrative.  

He further argues that this example showcases a deeper connection between international trade 

and early American nation-building.  The story of the Empress of China shows a balance 

between increasing national strength and personal profit.   

Samantha Heinrich’s article, “The ‘Savage’ Filipino Natives and Their Dog-Eating 

Habits” surveys the representation of the Filipino exhibition at the 1904 St. Louis World’s Fair.  

Through an examination of American newspapers, she exposes the American imperial bias 

towards non-Western cultures and the process of “othering” by exploiting un-popular ceremonial 

practices, such as ritual dog-eating.   

The volume closes with “The Illinois South: Culture and Identity in Southern Illinois,” 

Joseph Adams.  In both geographic proximity and cultural values, Adams argues, the people of 

Southern Illinois share more with those from the deep south than they do with their northern 

neighbors. Regional folklore and literature detail and preserve connections between the two 

areas.   

 Each of the three articles shared in this year’s volume of the Western Illinois Historical 

Review derive from Western Illinois University students pursuing their degrees in history. As 

such, each article exemplifies the research and writing qualities the discipline of history demands 

of its understudies. With this in mind, it is the goal of this year’s volume, and scholarship 

presented, to promote future research and investigation among many more students and to inspire 

them to add their own historical contributions to future volumes of the Western Illinois Historical 

Review. 

 

 Nancy C. Dixon, Jillien A. Zudell, and Dr. Timothy Roberts Western Illinois Historical Review 

Co-Editors 

 

 

 


