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By Darci Shinberger
Rich habitats and varied ecolog-


ical systems will be available for
students and faculty to study as a
result of a donation of 77 acres of
protected land a couple of miles
west of WIU’s campus.


The land – which
includes about half a mile
of frontage property along
the East Lamoine River
and is governed by three
United States Department
of Agriculture conservancy
agreements – comes from
Rodney and Bertha Fink
of Macomb. Rodney was
Dean of the College of
Applied Sciences, and
Bertha was an instructor of
health sciences.


The gift sets up the
Rodney and Bertha Fink
Environmental Studies
Field Laboratory and
Conservancy, to be man-
aged by the College of
Arts and Sciences’
Institute for
Environmental Studies
(IES).


“The Fink’s gift
expands undergraduate
research activities, which
is an essential component
of the College of Arts and
Sciences’ mission,” said
CAS Dean Inessa Levi. “Students
involved in undergraduate research
are better prepared for the future,
their careers and for graduate pro-
grams.”


The diversity of habitats there
will provide students from many
disciplines, such as biological sci-
ences, geography and geology, with
opportunities to work as individuals
and as part of multidisciplinary


teams, Levi continued, adding to
WIU’s educational and research
capabilities at the Alice L. Kibbe
Life Sciences Station in Warsaw, Ill.,
and Vishnu Springs, north of
Tennessee, Ill.


“The Finks have been strong
advocates of Western Illinois
University and continue to be
involved,” said Western President Al
Goldfarb. “We are appreciative of
their commitment to the University.
Through this gift, our students and
faculty will have the chance to con-
duct even more research activities to
further benefit their studies and pro-
fessional work.”


Fink gift provides Western students
with local ecological laboratory


Rodney joined Western’s agri-
culture department as an associate
professor in 1968. He served as its
chair before being named Dean of
the College of Applied Sciences in
1974. He retired in March 1992.
Bertha, who received her Master’s
degree from Western, taught health
sciences from 1976 to 1981. 


“We purchased this land 20
years ago so it could be preserved
for future generations, and Western
was in our thoughts when we bought
it,” the Finks said in a statement.
“The University has meant a lot to
us as a family and has been a big
part of our lives. Our four children
have Bachelor’s degrees from
Western, and one continued and
received his Master’s degree from
Western as well.


“We’re happy that the land will
be used for faculty and student
research, and that there will be an
area so close to the city limits that
remains a preserved natural area,“
they added.


The Rodney and Bertha Fink
Environmental Studies Field
Laboratory and Conservancy also
will enhance Western’s environmen-
tal awareness and sustainability
efforts, said Dan Hendricks, WIU’s
vice president of advancement and
public services. 


“Bertha and Rodney have
always had a strong interest in their
students and a commitment to
undergraduate and graduate pro-
grams at Western,” Hendricks said.
“Throughout their careers at
Western, the Finks have provided
outstanding service to their respec-
tive colleges and to the University.
We are thankful for their generous
gifts that support environmental
studies.”


Dozens of unspoiled acres have been preserved by Rodney
and Bertha Fink, who donated the land to WIU for study.
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Spring returns to campus with blooming
trees and the Canada geese who nest 
at Lake Ruth.


WIU President Al Goldfarb (front and center) completes paperwork for a donation by
Bertha Fink (left) and Rodney Fink (right), as CAS Dean Inessa Levi and Vice
President for Advancement & Public Services Dan Hendricks look on. 
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By Renee Harmon
Concerns about conservation and


climate change, sustainable energies
and stewardship of resources are
increasing, but with new attention
comes not just escalating anxiety but
rising enrollment in a special WIU
program that could help.


The College of Arts and
Sciences’ Institute for Environmental
Studies (IES) offers students from
many disciplines valuable knowl-
edge and career options. The
Institute is seeing incredible growth,
helped by the leadership of its direc-
tor, Roger Viadero.


Viadero, a professor of biology
and also the president of the national
Aquacultural Engineering Society,
has been with the department since
last year. He says IES has a lot to
offer students, with many opportuni-
ties.  


IES is “a focal point for multi-
disciplinary scholarship research,”
he says, adding that his job and the
institute’s goal is to “create opportu-
nities and put groups together.


“The opportunities are endless,”
says Viadero. “Skills learned from
IES build focus, broaden appeal and


are noticed by employers.”
Students from IES go on to find


careers in a variety of fields includ-
ing scientists, engineers, city plan-
ners, policy makers, fund raisers and
community organizers.


WIU offers a minor in
Environmental Studies, attracting
students from fields inside and out-
side the sciences, including English,
community health, education, jour-
nalism and even the Department of
Recreation, Park and Tourism
Administration.


Viadero is musing about expand-
ing IES’s offerings, anticipating and
meeting students’ needs. 


IES’s faculty also is excited
about program progress – including
a recent addition to the WIU cam-
pus. WIU received a donation of 77
acres of land located on West Adams
Street about 2.5 miles from campus,
from Rodney and Bertha Fink,
establishing the Rodney and Bertha
Fink Environmental Studies Field
Laboratory and Conservancy. This
land will allow students to research
plant and animal life without having
to leave the county.


“Now if a professor wants to
show his or her students something,
they don’t have to drive 45 minutes
each way to the Kibbe Life Science
Research Station [on the Mississippi
River],” Viadero says. The Fink
property has about one-half mile of
East Lamoine River frontage and the
land is protected under three U.S.
Department of Agriculture conser-
vancy agreements.


“And if students from other
departments want to use the land,
they can,” he adds. “If an art student
wants to sit and paint a picture by a
tree, they can.”


IES also is working with the
federal and state governments, plus
other groups including the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers Rock


Island District, the U.S. Coast Guard
and other stakeholders to create a
lasting partnership that can create
even more growth and opportunities.  


“One of the best aspects to the
institute is being new,” Viadero
explains. “Nothing is set in stone yet
so we can offer students the opportu-
nity to get into the ground level of
something that is growing.  The flex-
ibility is good, the teaching is high
quality, the student-teacher relation-
ships are strong with great personal
attention, and many of the field biol-
ogists in the program are very well
known and have good reputations.”


The environment is increasingly
and more obviously important to
civilization, so new energy in a fresh
program helps keep it strong and
vital. Viadero says he’s pleased with
the help and support he’s getting
from the College of Arts and
Sciences and the University at large,
and sees a lot of great things in the
future – along with a lot of well-pre-
pared students coming out of IES
ready to take on the challenges of
the planet.


Harmon is a senior journalism
major from Keokuk, Iowa.


Institute for Environmental Studies


GGrroowwiinngg  mmoorree  tthhaann  ppllaannttss


Roger Viadero sees IES as a place where
various disciplines intersect.


Viadero looks over some of the East
Lamoine River property recently donated
to WIU for use by environmental-science
students and other scholars.
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