Political Science 315                                                                Dr. Keith Boeckelman

Illinois Government and Politics (on-line version)                  426 Morgan Hall

Fall 2022                                                                                  309-298-1055
                                                                                                  KA-Boeckelman@wiu.edu

                                        Course Description and Goals
This course is designed to provide a comprehensive study of Illinois politics and government.  In addition, the course will examine cultural and historical factors shaping Illinois government and politics, as well as the state’s success in responding to its citizens’ demands in developing effective public policies.

                                         Required Materials

The main platform for this course is WesternOnline.  To access WesternOnline, go to www.wiu.edu, and select Westernonline from the “myWIU” drop down menu at the top of the page.   To login use your ECOM user name and password. Select Political Science 315. 
The WesternOnline platform for this course contains several modules:

Lectures – These are narrated video lectures about various course topics.  You should view them during the appropriate unit, as laid out in the course outline below. Lectures are sometimes divided into Part 1 and Part 2 for easier uploading, so when that is the case, make sure to watch both parts.
Supplemental readings – These are readings on WesternOnline that are assigned as part of the various units.

Study questions for course readings – These are designed to help you prepare for the quizzes.  (In addition to questions from the readings, there will also be quiz questions from the lecture material and any videos).

Podcasts/Videos – Several longer videos and one podcast are included in this section.  They are associated with units 2, 4, and 5.  There are also several additional brief videos that are embedded in the various lectures throughout the course.

Study Questions for podcasts/videos.  These are designed to help you prepare for the quizzes.

In addition to the material on WesternOnline, the following books are required:
   Mike Royko, Boss

   Ray Long, The House that Madigan Built

Study questions for these books are included in the “Study Questions for Course Readings” module for the relevant unit.
In addition, the following on-line sources are useful, but not required for keeping up with emerging developments in Illinois politics and government as the semester progresses.
Capitol fax blog http://capitolfax.com/
Illinois Policy blog www.illinoispolicy.org
                                               Course Requirements
Quizzes: There will be a quiz due on completion of each unit (9 in total) that is available through the “Assessments” tab under the sub-heading “Quizzes.”  Each quiz will be available during the time of the unit and will shut off at 4:30PM on the last day of the unit.  Quizzes will cover lecture material, readings, and any relevant ancillary material, such as videos.  For the readings and videos, study questions are included with each unit.  Quizzes will vary in length, depending on how much material is covered in each unit.  They will be open book, but time limited.  If important concepts are widely missed, I may repeat material/questions from previous quizzes on subsequent quizzes, but I will notify you, if that is the case. 
Written Essay Assignments:  There will be two essay assignments.  Each is described in detail near the end of the syllabus.  All assignments will be submitted through the “assignments” tool on WesternOnline.
Short Assignments: There are five short assignments that will be part of some of the units throughout the course.  The requirements are laid out on WesternOnline.  These assignments will also be submitted through the “assignments” tool on Western Online.
Discussions:  There will be a weekly discussion for students to participate in.  (The first week’s discussion is optional, but if you participate in this one, you can skip a discussion from a later week.)  Most weeks, the discussions will focus on the radio program “State Week,” available at https://www.nprillinois.org/programs/state-week#stream/0  For these discussions, you should listen to the previous Friday’s broadcast, and participate in the online discussion on WesternOnline that will take place the following week.  You should respond to my prompt(s), which will be up by Monday afternoon of each week, as well as responding to at least one other student comment.  The discussions will be accessible via the “Communications” tab under “Discussions.”  During Unit 6, a discussion on the book “Boss” will be substituted for one of the “State Week” discussions 
Students will be graded on how thoroughly and thoughtfully they address the relevant question.  However, length alone does not necessarily improve a student’s grade.  A thoughtful post or response should be clear and to the point.  Posts should also use proper grammar, spelling, and style.  While disagreement is the essence of political debate, students are expected to disagree civilly. Profanity, name-calling, or disrespectful behavior are not acceptable, and such posts will not be given credit. If inappropriate posts persist, students will receive a reduction in their course grades.

There will also be an open discussion thread where students can provide any general comments, discussion, questions, etc. about the class.  You are not required to participate in this latter thread – it is optional, but I will use it to determine final grades in borderline cases. 
Late policies.  Late papers will be penalized one point per day.  If students take a quiz or exam late, they must have a documented excuse, such as illness or family emergency.
                                                        Course Schedule
The topics of the course are laid out as follows.  You should check westernonline regularly for specific assignments/activities.  Important due dates are noted on the course schedule.  As noted above, there will be a quiz at the end of each unit, which will be due by 4:30 PM on the last day of the unit.
Unit 1  -- Week of 8/22-8/26 – Overview of Illinois and its problems – Assignments: View Lectures 1 and 2 (on WesternOnline.) 

Read “Who Ruined Illinois,”* “There’s a Lot of Talk About an Illinois Exodus…”* and “Illinois Sees Second Largest Population Loss *(Study questions are at the end of the lectures and on Western Online.)

Listen to State Week for August 19 and participate in the discussion thread on Western Online (under “Communications”) by contributing at least one original response to the prompts and commenting on at least one other student’s comment.  (As noted above, this week’s State Week discussion is optional.  However, if you participate in this one, you can skip another one later in the semester).
Unit 2  -- 8/29-9/16 – Chicago Politics – Assignments: 

View Lectures 3, 4, and 5 (Western Online). 

Read “Boss” (Study questions are posted on Western Online).

Listen to State Week for August 26, September 2, and September 9  and participate in the discussion threads by contributing at least one original response to the prompts and commenting on at least one other student’s comment.  In addition, you should listen to the Podcast “Harold” and review the study questions that go with it on Western Online.

Unit 3  -- 9/19-9/23 – The Suburban and Downstate Regions – Assignments: 

View Lectures 6 and 7 (Western Online). 

Read “Downstate Illinois: Strengths, Weaknesses, Threats and Opportunities,”* and “The Last Refrigerator.”* (Study Questions are at the end of Lecture 7 and on WesternOnline.)

Listen to State Week for September 16 and participate in the discussion thread by contributing at least one original response to the prompts and commenting on at least one other student’s comment. 

Unit 4  -- 9/26-10/7 – Illinois Local Government and the Illinois Constitution –Assignments: 

View Lectures 8 and 9 (Western Online).  In addition, you should watch the interviews with mayors Leon Rockingham (North Chicago) and Julie Moore Wolfe (Decatur), and review the related study questions.  

Read “Why School Boards are Now Hot Spots”* (Study questions are at the end of Lecture 8 and on Western Online.)

Listen to State Week for September 23 and September 30 and participate in the discussion threads by contributing at least one original response to the prompts and commenting on at least one other student’s comment. 

Complete Assignment on Illinois Constitution on Western Online.

Unit 5  -- 10/10-10/21 – The Illinois General Assembly – Assignments: 

View Lectures 10 and 11 (Western Online). In addition, you should watch the interviews with Senate Majority Leader Kimberly Lightford and House Minority Leader Jim Durkin, and review the related study questions.
Read “Welch Sworn in as House Speaker”* and “The House that Madigan Built, Forward, Preface, Introduction, and Chs. 1-3. (Study Questions are at the end of the lectures and on WesternOnline.)

Listen to State Week for October 7 and October 14 and participate in the discussion threads by contributing at least one original response to the prompts and commenting on at least one other student’s comment. 

Assignment on state legislator, i.e., first paper assignment (described later in the syllabus) is due on 10/21).
Unit 6  -- 10/24-11/4 – The Illinois Governor, Constitutional Officers, and the Courts –Assignments: 

View Lectures 12, 13, and 14 (Western Online). 

Read “The House that Madigan Built,” Chs. 4-6 and 8-10 and “The Weirdest Race in Illinois”* (Study questions are at the end of the lectures, and on WesternOnline.)  
Listen to State Week for October 28 and participate in the discussion threads by contributing at least one original response to the prompts and commenting on at least one other student’s comment.  In addition, you should participate in the discussion on the book “Boss,” by contributing at least one original response to one of my prompts and commenting on one other student comment or contributing an original response to two of my prompts.
Complete Assignment on Governor Pritzker’s State of the State Address (First Part) on Western Online.

Unit 7  -- 11/7-11/11 – “Elections, Parties, Interest Groups, Public Opinion Assignments: 

View Lecture 15 (Western Online). In addition you should watch excerpts from “The Democratic Promise: Saul Alinsky and His Legacy” available on Western Online and review the related study questions.
Read “The House that Madigan Built,” Chs. 11-13 (Study questions are at the end of the lectures, and on WesternOnline.)

Listen to State Week for November 4 and participate in the discussion thread by contributing at least one original response to the prompts and commenting on at least one other student’s comment. 

Complete Assignment on Illinois Public Opinion Western Online.

Unit 8  -- 11/14-11/18 – “Budget and Election Recap” Assignments: 

View Lecture 16 (Western Online). 

Read “The House that Madigan Built,” Chs. 14-16 and Epilogue (Study questions are at the end of the lecture, and on WesternOnline.)

Listen to State Week for November 11 and participate in the discussion thread by contributing at least one original response to the prompts and commenting on at least one other student’s comment. 

Complete Assignment on 2nd part of Governor Pritzker’s State of the State/Budget Address on Western Online and the assignment analyzing budget data.

Unit 9  -- 11/28-12/9 – Policy Issues in Illinois –Assignments: 

View Lectures 17, 18, 19, and 20 (Western Online). 

Read  “Illinois’ Prison Population is Down 20% -- Who Gets Credit,* “School Segregation’s New Frontier,”* “The Great Lakes is Not a Climate Haven,”* “Abortion Restrictions in Surrounding States Draw Women to Illinois”*  “Inside Public Housing”* (Study questions are at the end of the lecture, and on WesternOnline.)

Listen to State Week for November 18 and December 2 and participate in the discussion threads by contributing at least one original response to the prompts and commenting on at least one other student’s comment. 

* Available on Western Online 

                                                 Grading

Grading: I will base your grade on the following elements:

     Quizzes………………………………. 205 points               

     1st Essay………………………………30 points

     2nd Essay………………………………50 points               

     Assignments…………………………..20 points              

     State Week Discussions………………45 points               

     Total…………………………………….350 points

Final grades will be calculated according to the following scale:

322-350 = A                        252-272 = C

315-321 = A-                       245-251 = C-

308-314 = B+                      238-244 = D+

287-307 = B                        217-237 = D

280-286 = B-                       210-216 = D-   

273-279 = C+                      0-209 = F

                                       Communications and Participation

Office Hours -- I will be available in my office or online through zoom during my office hours MWF at 2-3:30. Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns. I am also available by e-mail at KA-Boeckelman@wiu.edu.  I check my e-mail throughout the day and will usually get back to you the same day (excluding weekends).  You may also communicate with me through the open discussion thread.


                                                    Written Assignments in Detail
Essay #1: Choose a member of the Illinois House of Representatives, who has been in office for at least one full term (i.e., since 2019).  You must let me know in advance whom you choose.  Write a short paper of around 750-1000 words pages addressing the legislator’s background and describing a bill he/she might sponsor.  To find legislators, you can use the “Handbook of Illinois Government,” the online version of which is available at https://www.ilsos.gov/publications/handbook/2122handbook.pdf   You should double check the website www.ilga.gov to make sure that they are still in office.  The assignment has two parts.

Part 1 – Legislator Overview
· Give a brief biography of the legislator, including his/her background, political experience, and political party.  Most legislators have web sites that provide this information.  Many are connected to the web site www.ilga.gov. 

· Briefly describe what the legislator’s district is like –e.g., rural, urban, suburban – if possible, discuss what type of person lives there.

· Describe the legislator’s voting patterns, which interest groups support and oppose him/her, and who is giving him/her campaign contributions.  Information is available on the Project Vote Smart web site at www.votesmart.org.  Enter the Representative’s name in the box at the top of the page, and click on it.  Then, click on relevant folders (“votes,” “ratings,” and “funding” are particularly useful.  Biographical information is also available here if you can’t find it elsewhere).  Information on campaign contributors is also available at the Illinois Sunshine Project database, http://illinoissunshine.org.  Use the search box to find the relevant person.  A variety of information will appear, but the “supporting committees” material is usually the most relevant.

Part 2 – Bill Description

· Describe a bill that this member would be likely to sponsor.  It can be something he/she is already sponsoring, or a bill that you think would be a good idea that he/she might like to sponsor.  Discuss what the bill would do and which section of the Illinois Revised Statutes it would amend.  You should provide the chapter number and title – The Illinois Revised Statutes are available in the Government Documents section of the library (3rd floor) or online as the Illinois Compiled Statutes at the Illinois General Assembly web site www.ilga.gov.  This site also allows you to see what bills your legislator is currently sponsoring.  Click “Members” under “House.”  This will take you to a list of Representatives and the bills they are sponsoring.

· A background discussion of why it is necessary, including any arguments for the bill

· An analysis of possible critiques of the bill and how you would answer them

· An overview of who would likely support and oppose this bill and why

For background information, you may use state political blogs, such as www.capitolfax.com, or https://www.illinoispolicy.org/policy-center/ or the NPR Illinois web site https://www.nprillinois.org/, as well as the library’s newspaper databases http://www.wiu.edu/libraries/databases/index.php?subjid=44&showonesubj=1&submitf=Go .  You should have a works-cited page at the end of the paper that should include all references.  They should also be cited internally.
This assignment is due on October 21, and should be submitted through the “Assignments” feature on WesternOnline.
Essay #2 (Also serves as final exam for course).  A new governor’s term will begin in January, 2023.  Assume you have been hired as a policy adviser to the governor.  Based on what you have learned in this class, write a memo setting out an agenda for the governor to make Illinois better between 2023 and 2027, when the governor’s term will end.  What problems/issues are most pressing, and how would you recommend the governor solve them.  You should only use material from the class, including lectures, readings, videos, etc.  You will be graded on your ability to make a convincing argument about what Illinois’ problems are and how to solve them.  The essay should also be clearly written with few to no spelling/grammar errors.  It should be around 1600-1800 words and is due on December 15.
                                                     ADA STATEMENT

Students with disabilities: In accordance with University values and disability law, students with disabilities may request academic accommodations where there are aspects of a course that result in barriers to inclusion or accurate assessment of achievement.  To file an official request for disability-related accommodations, please contact the Disability Resource Center at 309-298-2512, disability.wiu.edu or in 143 Memorial Hall.  Please notify the instructor as soon as possible to insure that this course is accessible to you in a timely manner. 
                        SEX DISCRIMINATION PROHIBITED STATEMENT 

University values, Title IX, and other federal and state laws prohibit sex discrimination, including sexual assault/misconduct, dating/domestic violence, and stalking.  If you or some you know, has been the victim of any of these offenses, we encourage you to report this to the Title IX Coordinator at 309-298-1977 or anonymously online at http://www.wiu.edu/equal-opportunity_and_and_access/request_form/index.php.  If you disclose an incident to a faculty member, the faculty member must notify the Title IX Coordinator.  The complete Title IX policy is available at http://www.wiu.edu/vpas/policies/titleIX.php.
Web address for student rights and responsibilities:

http://www.wiu.edu/provost/students.php
Web address for academic integrity policy:

http://www.wiu.edu/policies/acintegrity.php

Political Science 315

Here are some questions to think about as you read “Boss.”  The quiz questions that are part of the quiz for Unit 2 will not necessarily be limited to these questions and it is important to read the entire book.  I am including these questions in the syllabus, so you can go ahead and start the book, knowing what to look for.

1. What was Daley’s relationship with the press?

2. What was Daley’s relationship with the City Council like?

3. What was Daley’s neighborhood like when he was growing up?

4. What was the “Hamburg Athletic Club?  What controversial event was were they accused of being involved in in 1919?

5. What offices did Daley hold before he became mayor?  How did he get them?

6. What area of government did Daley develop special expertise in early in his career?

7. What were Daley’s views on corruption?  Which forms were most and least acceptable to him?  What was his basic “moral code?”

8. What issues did Daley emphasize early in his term as mayor?

9. What was the “Summerdale Scandal?”

10. What was Daley’s attitude toward black Chicagoans?

11. What happened during the 1968 Chicago convention?  What was Daley’s role?

Some names you should be familiar with:

Thomas Keane

Benjamin Adamowski

Arnold Maremont

William Dawson

Robert Merriam

Orlando Wilson

Benjamin Willis

