
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HIST/POLS 379/679 - Spring 2019 
Wednesdays, 4 - 5 pm, Morgan 304 

 
 

 
 
 
 
This course will explore the politics, society, law, and culture of London, both at WIU and abroad in 
the great city itself.  For the eight weeks before Spring Break, we will have weekly meetings to read 
materials about London and discuss them in class. Over the break, we will complete our travel and 
stay in London.  After our return, all students will work independently on a term project, selected 
and developed with approval of instructors. 
 

OBJECTIVES 
 

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• identify the major political, social, economic, legal and cultural events that shaped London. 
• evaluate the impact of political theory and historical context on London’s government, 

people, and development. 
• analyze evidence and scholarship on London to improve critical thinking and writing skills. 
• assess the significance of London on the development of the modern world. 

 

Pre-departure activities and readings, coursework in London, and post-trip activities will fulfill these 
goals and enable you to acquire and to demonstrate greater understanding of the political, 
geographical, and historical issues that have shaped global societies of the twenty-first century. 
 

Through participation in this Study Abroad program, students will gain valuable exposure to a 
foreign culture; while the UK may appear familiar to the United States in some ways, it is strikingly 
foreign in others. The history of monarchy and empire have shaped the United Kingdom profoundly, 
a circumstance that allows students to understand the power of nationalism, identity, commerce, and 
empire to divide and unite people. Such issues and understanding have significance far beyond the 
shores of the British Isles; experiencing London will thus allow students to be more attuned to the 
variables that influence law and history in other areas of the world. 

 Professor McNabb Professor Taylor 
Email jl-mcnabb@wiu.edu e-taylor@wiu.edu 
Office Morgan 438 Morgan 424 
Office Phone 309-298-1053 309-298-1354 
Office Hours W 12-4, 5:30-6:30 TTH 11-12, W 12-2 

LONDON:  THE CITY EXPERIENCE 



REQUIRED READING 
 

All course readings are available as links on the course’s Western Online page. 
 

Students will need to purchase a London guidebook (see Amazon for many options); the instructors 
recommend a digital copy that can be consulted on a personal device while in London in March. 
 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 

Readings should be completed by the date next to which they are listed.  Please note that 
PARTICIPATION IN CLASS DISCUSSION is a standing assignment expected for each meeting. 
 

 Date Topic Readings Assignments 

1 1/16 Course Introduction   
2 1/23 Law & Government in Medieval and 

Early Modern England 
Laws of Anglo-Saxon Kings; 
The Magna Carta; James I, 
Speech to Parliament, 1610 

Group 1: Current 
Events 
 

3 1/30 New Developments:  Seventeenth-
Century Crises and Debates 

Hobbes: Selections from 
Leviathan; Locke: Selections 
from Two Treatises 

Group 2:  Current 
Events 

4 2/6 The Origins of Conservativism Burke: Reflections on the 
Revolution in France 

Group 3:  Current 
Events 

5 2/13 Liberty, Representative 
Government, & Colonialism 

Mill: On Liberty, Chapter 1; 
Representative Government, 
Chapter 2;  On Colonies and 
Colonization 

Group 4:  Current 
Events 

6 2/20 Voices of Resistance Pankhurst: Freedom or Death; 
Gandhi: Satyagraha—Not 
Passive Resistance, Doctrine 
of the Sword, Some Rules of 
Satyagraha  

Consultations on 
Research Project 
Group 5:  Current 
Events 

7 2/27 Unification & Socialism Labour Party: Let Us Face the 
Future; Maastritch Treaty 
Summary 

Research Project 
Prospectus Due 
Group 6:   Current 
Events 

8 3/6 Preparing for London your London guidebook Preliminary 
Bibliography Due 
Group 7:  Current 
Events 

9 3/9-
3/15 

Day 1:  Fly to London                                   Day 5: Tower of London and British Museum 
Day 2:  Explore London on walking tour      Day 6:  Globe and National Gallery 
Day 3:  Westminster and Windsor Castle     Day 7:  Departure 
Day 4:  The Old Bailey and the Courts 

 4/29   Research Project 
Due 



GRADING 
 

The breakdown for your semester grades is as follows: 
 

8 weekly sessions before Spring Break   @ 30 points each (240 points total) 
Current events discussion leader assignment  @ 60 points 
The trip to London (participation in all activities) @ 300 points 
Research project      @ 400 points 
            1000 points 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

NOTE:  Incompletes will not be granted unless the student has documented evidence of his or her 
inability to complete the semester’s coursework; must be arranged before the final day of class. 
 

ASSIGNMENTS 
 

(1) Students will attend pre-departure class sessions. Students will also complete assigned 
readings, be active participants in class discussion, and will work with a classmate to lead one 
session’s current events discussion (30% of the semester grade).  
 

(2) Students will attend all planned events in London, be respectful and well-behaved 
representatives of WIU, and participate actively in our exploration of the city and its environs 
(30% of the grade). 

 

(3) Students will complete a research project (approximately 10 pages or equivalent) on some 
particular theme or topic of the course, selected in consultation with the instructors. They will be 
expected to draw on at least three books or a combination of books and articles dealing with 
their project topic as well as primary sources (40% of the undergraduate semester grade). 

 

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
 

In accordance with University values and disability law, students with disabilities may request 
academic accommodations where there are aspects of a course that result in barriers to inclusion or 
accurate assessment of achievement. To file an official request for disability-related 
accommodations, please contact the Disability Resource Center at 309-298-2512, disability@wiu.edu 
or in 143 Memorial Hall. Please notify the instructor as soon as possible to ensure that this course is 
accessible to you in a timely manner. 
 

SEX DISCRIMINATION AND SEXUAL ASSAULT OR MISCONDUCT 
 

University values, Title IX, and other federal and state laws prohibit sex discrimination, including 
sexual assault/misconduct, dating/domestic violence, and stalking. If you, or someone you know, has 
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been the victim of any of these offenses, we encourage you to report this to the Title IX Coordinator 
at 309-298-1977 or anonymously online at:  
 

http://www.wiu.edu/equal_opportunity_and_access/request_form/index.php.  
 

If you disclose an incident to a faculty member, the faculty member must notify the Title IX 
Coordinator, no matter when or where the incident occurred. The complete Title IX policy is 
available at:  
 

http://www.wiu.edu/vpas/policies/titleIX.php. 
 

STUDENT RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES & ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
 

You are required to familiarize yourself with the university’s Student Rights and Responsibilities and 
Academic Integrity policies, which are available at the following URLs:   
 

http://www.wiu.edu/provost/students/  http://www.wiu.edu/policies/acintegrity.php 
 
 


