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AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
Tuesday and Thursday 9:30 AM—10:45 AM 
Political Science 122 Spring Semester 2019 

Morgan Hall 312 
Dr. MaCherie M.Placide 
Office: Morgan 411A 
1e-mail: M-Placide@wiu.edu  (Allow 24-48 hours to reply) 
Cell/Text Phone: (763) 415-0936   
Office Hours: Tuesdays 11:00 AM-12:00 PM; Wednesdays 12:00 Noon—2:00 PM, and by appointment 
                

 
 

 

DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES 

This course examines the development, organization, powers, limitation, and practical problems of the 
governmental and political system of the United States.  The course will focus on the major institutions 
that compromise the structure of American government and on the processes that occur within and 
between these institutions.    
 
This course satisfies WIU General Education requirements in the social studies category, in which 
students will be able to explore aspects of their own cultures and beliefs and the cultures and beliefs of 
others within a context of empirical research findings and theoretical speculation.i  Through this course 
you will be able to: 

1. Gain insight in the institutional forces that influence politics; 
2. Recognize multiple methods and modes of inquiry used in political science and their appropriate 

applications; 
3. Critically communicate ideas and explain concepts and analysis using the language of the social 

sciences, i.e. politics. 
 

COURSE EXPECTATIONS 
 
Student effort:  A university course is collaboration between student and professor.  You are expected 

to do all the readings for the course and to read them on time.  Lecture material supplements, it does 

not repeat text material, the reading assignments are yours, not mine to do for you.  As a rule, you 

should be prepared to spend at least 2 hours of your time working on this course outside of class for 

every hour you spend in class.  It is your responsibility to do the reading, studying and outside 

assignments for the course.  If you are having difficulties understanding the material and/or the 

assignments, I will be glad to work with you outside class; however you have the primary responsibility 

to give the course the attention it demands.   

You are expected to do the following: 

 Read all the assigned course readings, prepare thoroughly; 
 Participate in class discussions; 

                                                           
1 Make sure you identify which class you are contacting me about.  

mailto:M-Placide@wiu.edu
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 Display appropriate courtesy, leave personal conversations in the hall; 
 Adhere to course deadlines and timetables; 
 Provide constructive feedback; challenge each other intellectually, be respectful of others and 

different opinions.  We all have different views, let’s agree to disagree accordingly. 
 
Attendance:  Class attendance is strongly encouraged.  Regular attendance is expected and it is 

extremely difficult to do well in this course without attending on a regular basis.  Participation is a factor 

in determining your final grade—it is impossible to participate if you do not attend. I may feel it 

necessary to take attendance in order to provide extra points on exams for those who are putting forth 

the effort to come to class. 

Information Technology:  WESTERN ONLINE! WESTERN ONLINE!  This is a closed web site available to 

students enrolled in POL 122.  In order to gain access to the site you will need an ECOM id and 

password.  If you do not have an ECOM account, go to the University Computer Support Services (UCSS) 

at Stipes Hall room 126. I USE WESTERNONLINE FREQUENTLY TO UPDATE THE COURSE.  I post outlines, 

written assignments and discussion questions as well as updates of this course on this site.   ALL 

ASSIGNMENTS CAN BE SUBMITTED ELECTRONICALLY AT THE DESIGNATED ASSIGNMENT FOLDER (OR 

SUBMITTED IN CLASS BY HAND) Please do not submit assignments to my email address unless I approve 

it. 

The 21st Century has allowed us access to a host of information through smartphones, tablets, and 
computers.  We are attached to these devices constantly!  In class I expect you to reduce constant 
texting, twittering, or other communication software and focus on the lectures and discussions. IF 
THERE IS NO CLASS PARTICIPATION AND MORE INDULGENCE ON SMARTPHONES I WILL PROVIDE 
YOU WITH A POP QUIZ! 
 

Smokeless Tobacco Use: If you are one who indulges in the use of smokeless tobacco, leave this outside 

the class.  The discharge of unwanted tobacco juice in class is a distraction to others and has public 

health issues.  So before coming to class, UNPACK THE LIP! 

Participation:  Ask questions concerning the readings, instructor discussion, and comments of your 

classmates. Participation challenges intellect!   Don’t be afraid to ask questions or pose interesting 

comments. Provide constructive feedback and respect the exchange of information from your 

classmates. 

Make-up Examinations:  If a student has a University-approved excuse (via Student Development and 

Orientation) AND if the instructor is notified PRIOR to the examination, arrangements for a make-up will 

be made.  If a student fails to notify the instructor, the student will receive a zero for the exam.  Please 

note:  I reserve the right to develop and administer a different exam if a make- up is given. Exams 

missed due to court appearances in which you are a defendant; do not count as a legitimate excuse.  For 

any other questions regarding approved excuses consult: 

http://www.sdo.wiu.edu/handbook/handbook.pdf  

 

http://www.sdo.wiu.edu/handbook/handbook.pdf
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Basic Policies 

Accommodations:  In accordance with University policy and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 

academic accommodations may be made for any student who notifies faculty of a specific need for 

accommodation.  It is imperative that students bring such needs to the faculty member’s attention, as 

faculty are not legally permitted to inquire about such particular student needs.  Students who require 

special assistance in emergency evacuations should contact their faculty to discuss emergency 

procedures.  Contact Disability Support Services (298-2512) for additional services. 

Academic Misconduct:  Academic misconduct will not be tolerated.  Academic misconduct is a serious 

offense and constitutes grounds for failing the course regardless of your grade on other assignments.  

Academic misconduct includes: 

1. Cheating on exams either through crib sheets or copying another student’s answers. 
2. Plagiarism including: 

a. Turning in a paper someone else has written. 
b. Copying directly from the book you read 
c. Using material obtained via electronic sources without proper documentation.  
d. Failure to properly document quotations used in your paper. 

Any and all of these activities will result in an F for the course.   The penalties for plagiarism apply 

whether you plagiarize inadvertently or deliberately.  If you have any questions about how to cite 

sources, ask before you turn in your assignment. 

Incomplete Policy:  In accordance with University policy, incompletes will only be given in rare instances 

where a student cannot complete the course requirements during the semester due to circumstances 

beyond their control.  You must keep me informed regarding such circumstances in a timely manner.  

However, the decision to allow an incomplete is at the discretion of the instructor.    

For more information regarding academic misconduct and incomplete refer to your student handbook 

at http://www.sdo.wiu.edu/handbook/handbook.pdf . 

 
 

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS AND READINGS 

Barbour, C. and Wright, G. (2014).  The Essentials: Keeping the Republic—Power and Citizenship in 

American Politics 8th 2 McGraw Hill has a supplemental web site for the textbook.  For more 

information go to http://republic/cqpress.com edition.   CQ Press, Washington D.C. 

There is a textbook on reserve in the library for a two (2) hour checkout.  

In addition to the required text, you must be aware that the material covered in this course is tied to 

current events. It is advisable for you to read newspapers, newsmagazines, watch TV news program, or 

listen to the news on public radio with enough regularity to remain up-to-date on contemporary political 

                                                           
2 You can use the 6th, 7th, editions of this textbook as well 

http://www.sdo.wiu.edu/handbook/handbook.pdf
http://republic/cqpress.com
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events.   Lectures and discussions will build upon the readings, so it is important to keep up with the 

reading assignments.  Be sure to read the materials by the class session for which they are assigned. 

WESTERN ONLINE! WESTERN ONLINE! WESTERN ONLINE! WESTERN ONLINE!  

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COURSE UPDATES 

This course has a Western Online website. The website has the chapters, written assignments, lecture 

PowerPoint’s.  In addition, there are supplements to help you with studying for this course. Your exams 

will be online as well, you written assignments will be submitted to assigned folders at this website. I 

expect you all to use this website—get use to it as I also update this information. If there is a change to 

an exam date or written assignment due date, I will place the change under announcements at the 

website as well as send a group email message. There is no excuse for not getting the information! 

 

GRADE DETERMINATION 

Your course grade will be determined as follows: 

1.  Three Exams.  There are two regular exams at 50 points each.  One non-comprehensive final exam 
at 100 points.  Exam questions are developed by YOU! With a twist! How does the work?  Before the 
designated exam date, you will review materials from course readings, lectures, discussions, videos, 
and class exercises. You will create five (5) questions in the form of multiple choice and true false, 
and matching with the answers. The questions you create are then submitted to the online drop box 
and also posted on an assigned discussion board to share with your classmates.  I take those 
questions, and create the exam. The twist…I add 15 questions to the exam of MY choosing.   Exams 
will be given as listed on class schedule—online and you will have 24 hours to complete it. 
 

2. American Government Exercises.  There are two (2) American Government exercises to help you 
gain an understanding of government and politics.  Each exercise is worth 50 points totaling 100 
points. The exercises include: Understanding the U.S. Constitution, and Finding a Supreme Court 
Justice Case. 

 
3. Written Exercise. There is a written essay in which you will choose one article from the three 

provided. More information will be given later in the course This exercise is worth 100 points.  
 

4. One In-Class Assignments. There is one (1) in-class assignment worth 20 points.  This assignment 
will focus on Federalism. 

  

*Written Assignments can be submitted in-class or by assigned drop box at Western 
Online 

*Late assignments will have points deducted for each day late. 
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Total Possible Points 
     

 Exams I, II       2@50 points each 100     
 Final Exam Non-Comprehensive      100     
 American Government Exercises  2@50 points each      100 
 Written Exercise       100 
 In-Class Assignments         20     
             
 Total Points        420   

420-389= A; 388-376=A-; 375-365= B+; 364-346=B; 345-334=B-; 333-322=C+; 321-305=C; 304-292=C-; 

291-280=D+; 279-262=D; 261-250=D-; <249=F.  

GRADE SCALE 

A 100-93 

A- 92-90 

B+ 89-87 

B 86-83 

B- 82-80 

C+ 79-77 

C 76-73 

C- 72-70 

D+ 69-67 

D 66-63 

D- 62-60 

F <60 

OVERALL:  COME TO CLASS! COMPLETE THE ASSIGNMENTS! DON’T FREAK OUT! HAVE FUN! 

Please check Western Online for additional updates and information regarding this class.  I post in the 

“Announcement” section of the website—at Western Online. 
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CLASS SCHEDULE 

Changes to the schedule will be announced in class and posted at Western Online 

Date Topic Readings/Assignments 

 Jan. 15-24 
  
 

Introductions 
Syllabus Overview 
Politics, American 

Citizens and 
Political Culture  

Chapters 1 and 2 Barbour and Wright  

Jan. 29-Feb. 7 Founding of 
America 

Chapter 3 Barbour and Wright 
  

Feb. 14 Exam 1 Covering Chapters 1-3   
Online at Western Online exam beginning 2/14—12:00 AM and 
ends 2/14 11:59 PM  

Feb. 19-26 Federalism Chapter 4 Barbour and Wright 
In-Class Assignment 2/21/2019 

Feb. 26-Mar. 5 
  

Public Opinion 
and The Media  

Chapters 11 and 15 Barbour and Wright 
 Read the Constitution due 3/7/2019 Western Online @11:59 PM 

Mar. 12-15 Spring Break No Readings or Assignments 

Mar. 19-26 Political Parties 
and Interest 

Groups  

 Chapters 12 and 13 Barbour and Wright 
 

Mar. 28 Exam 2 Covering Chapters 4,11, 12, 13, 15   
Online at Western Online exam beginning 3/28—12:00 AM and 
ends 2/14 11:59 PM 

Apr. 2-11  Civil Liberties and 
Rights 

Chapters 5 and 6 Barbour and Wright 
Finding a Supreme Court Case due 4/12/2019 Western Online 
@11:59 PM 

Apr. 17-19 Congress   Chapters 7 Barbour and Wright 

Apr. 23-30 Presidency and 
The Courts 

   

Chapter 9 and 10 Barbour and Wright 
Written Assignment—Article Essay due 5/2/2019 Western 
Online @ 11:59 PM 

May 2 Course Wrap Up  

 May 9 @ 
8:00 AM 

Final Exam 
Non-

Comprehensive 

Covering Chapters 5,6, 7,9,10 Barbour and Wright   
Online at Western Online exam beginning 5/9/2019 @ 12:00 AM 
and ends 5/9/2019 @ 11:59 PM 
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 i From the WIU Undergraduate Catalog under University General Education Curriculum pp. 56-57.  


