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This course introduces you to comparative politics, one of the four sub-fields in political science. As a field of study, comparative politics focuses on the diversity of political systems around the world. The field therefore encompasses a diverse array of topics, from competing forms of democracy to the nature of economic development. In this course, we will explore the political diversity of the world through a series of theoretically-informed case studies.

By the end of the course, you should be able to:
1. Define and apply key concepts in comparative politics, including state, nation, political culture, and interest groups.
2. Explain and evaluate the importance of specific historical events in the context of the political and economic development of the countries studied.
3. Compare and contrast the political systems of the countries explored in the course, paying particular attention to historical, political, economic, geographical, and moral aspects of governance in each country. 
4. Use the comparative method to analyze contemporary political systems.

Required Texts. In this course we use the following texts, available in paper and e-book version.
· Comparative Politics: Integrating Theories, Methods, and Cases by Tyler Dickovick and Jonathan Eastwood 3rd edition.

Recommended Texts. You are encouraged to follow current events by regularly reading:
· Keeping up with international news will help you understand this course better BBC News.

Assignments. For each unit, students will have three types of assignments:
· A discussion essay (400-600 words) about the country/countries assigned for the unit worth 10 points. The assignment will be based on a country profile.
· A unit exam or quiz worth 10 that will not cover the country profile.

Grade Breakdown. Your grade breakdown is:
	Assignment
	Total Number of points

	Unit Discussion Essay (10 points)
	50

	Unit Quizzes (10 point)
	50

	Total
	100



Grading Scale. 92-100 =A, 90-91 = A-, 88-89 = B+, 82-87 = B, 80-81 = B-, 78-79 = C+, 72-77 = C, 70-71 = C-, 68-69 = D+, 62-67 = D, 60-61 = D-, and 0-59 = F.

Course Calendar: for due dates of assignments, please see online units on the website.

course outline

Unit 1. Comparative Politics, Theories, and the State. India
Readings: Chapter 1-3, and chapter on India for the discussion.
Unit 2. Political economy, Economic Development, and Regime change. Nigeria.
Readings: Chapter 4-6, and chapter on Nigeria for the discussion.
Unit 3. Authoritarian Regimes, Legislatures and Executives. United Kingdom.
Readings: Chapter 7, 9, and 10, and chapter on the United Kingdom for the discussion.
Unit 4. Political Parties, Revolutions and Social Movements, and Nationalism. Iran. 
Readings: chapters 11-13, and chapter on Iran for the discussion.
Unite 5. Race, Ethnicity and Gender, Ideology and Religion, and Comparative Politics and International Relations. Mexico.
Readings: Chapters 14-16 and chapter on Mexico for the Discussion.

Academic Integrity: Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will result in a failing grade.  
· View a description of academic integrity.  
· View the list of student’s rights and responsibilities.

Disability Resource Center: 
 Academic accommodations may be made for any student who notifies the instructor of the need for an accommodation. It is imperative that you take the initiative to bring such needs to the instructor’s attention, as he/she is not legally permitted to inquire about such particular needs of students. Contact Disability Resource Center at 298-2512 for additional services. 
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