Guidelines for POLS 402
Internship in Public Affairs

The following are meant as general guidelines that apply to all internships.  The precise details of an internship should be worked out between the student, the academic advisor, and the faculty supervisor (normally the department chair).

1. The student should secure permission to enroll in an internship from the Department of Political Science advisor.  

2.  The student must be in good academic standing and in good judicial standing.

3. The number of credit hours a student receives will vary depending upon the length (number of weeks) of the internship and the number of hours worked each week.   As a guideline, three semester hours of academic credit would require 100 hours in an internship and an accompanying daily journal and research paper.

4. Students may take from 1 to 12 semester hours of internship credit with up to six semester hours applicable to the 36-hour major in political science.  An additional six hours can be counted as university electives.

5. Any student who enrolls for POLS 402 must complete the attached form and return it to the Department advisor.
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GRADING CRITERIA, DAILY JOURNAL & RESEARCH PAPER

1. Grading Criteria -- Grade distribution for the internship will be as follows:  25% from the off-campus supervisor of the internship, 25% for a daily journal, and 50% for the research paper.  At the completion of the internship, the Internship  evaluation form will be sent  to the off-campus supervisor asking for an assessment of the student’s work – performance of assigned duties, punctuality, writing skills, etc.

2. Daily Journal -- All students will keep a daily journal.  Guidelines for the journal include:  a) daily entries about work activity; b) description of the organization/agency tasks and responsibilities; c) job description for the internship; d) political dynamics of the position, i.e., outside pressure from agencies, constituents and the internal dynamics of office politics in an organization; e) criticisms of and suggestions for improving the internship experience.

3. Research Paper -- Students also will write a research paper of at least three pages in length for each semester hour of credit sought.  The faculty supervisor must approve the paper topic.  The paper topic should be decided by no later than the third week of the internship.  The topic of the research paper should focus on a policy issue or some aspect of the internal dynamics of the agency/organization where the internship is being served.  The internship is a chance for theory and practice to meet, a chance to apply some of the material learned in course work and test it against the practical world of an internship experience. 

The following are some examples of research topics linking theory and practice in a political campaign or working in a legislative or executive office.
 
a)	Campaign Finance – The issue of campaign finance is a crucial component of any political campaign. The reform of campaign spending has been an important topic in the literature of political science.  Reform bills like McCain-Feingold have been a matter of intense debate and scrutiny by both politicians and political scientists.  What is the impact of money on political campaigns?  Is it possible to reform campaign finance?  There is a wealth of political science literature that might be used in examining the topic, for example, Frank J. Sorauf, Inside Campaign Finance: Myths and Realities; David Magleby and Candice Johnson, Congressional Campaign and Finance Reform; and Bradley A. Smith, Unfree Speech: The Folly of Campaign Finance Reform. 

b)	Constituency Service – Constituency service is a crucial component of a legislative office at the federal, state and local levels.  This is a common assignment for the intern working on the staff of a legislator.   What role does constituent service play in a legislative office?  Why is constituent service an important part of legislative duties?  There are a number of respected works in this area:  Morris Fiorina, Congress: Keystone of the Washington Establishment;  Morris Fiorina and David Rhode eds., Homestyle and Washington Work; and David Mayhew, Congress: The Electoral Connection. 

c)	Politics and the Media – In political campaigns, the media increasingly have shaped the character of American elections.  What is the impact of the media on American politics and political campaigning?  There is a wealth of relevant literature: Thomas Patterson, Out of Order; James Fallows, Breaking the News: How the Media Undermine American Democracy; and Robert Entman, Democracy Without Citizens: Media and the Decay of American Politics.  


d)	Bureaucracy & Organization -- The majority of internships occur in the context of organizations or bureaucracies in the legislature, regulatory agencies or law offices. These organizations are defined and shaped by rules and practices of organizational life that are both implicit and explicit.  The dynamics of organizational life and bureaucratic institutions have been a central topic in public administration and public policy in courses like POLS 300 and POLS 302. What are the implicit and explicit norms of organizational behavior in the agency/department in which you are working?  On the politics of bureaucracy and the sub-culture of organizations see:  B. Guy Peters, The Politics of Bureaucracy; Richard Haass, The Bureaucratic Entrepreneur: How to be Effective in an Unruly Organization; and James Q. Wilson, Bureaucracy; & Wilson, Political Organizations.

For the student working in a legal office, relevant topics might be capital punishment or the quality of legal representation provided by public defenders:

a)	Capital Punishment -- The topic of capital punishment is particularly appropriate in the state of Illinois.  Governor Ryan put a moratorium on the death penalty until we can be assured that it is being administered fairly.  What are the arguments for and against capital punishment?  Does it act to deter crime?  Some relevant literature is:  Helen Prejean, Dead Man Walking: An Eyewitness Account of the Death Penalty in the United States; Austin Sarat, When the State Kills: Capital Punishment and the American Condition; Hugo Adam Bedau ed., The Death Penalty in America: Current Conditions.

b)	Public Defenders -- A number of students have worked for the McDonough County Public Defender.  How well does this system serve the indigent or poor defendant accused of a crime?  Some literature on the topic is:  Alan Berlow, “Requiem for a Public Defender,” American Prospect 11, no. 14, (June, 2000), 28-32; Tim Lynch, After Prohibition; Myra Sun, “In Defense of Public Defenders,” De Novo, The Washington State Bar Association, 15, no. 2, http://www.wsba.org, November 20, 2001; and, of course, Anthony Lewis, Gideon’s Trumpet.

These are meant as suggested topics rather than an exhaustive list of appropriate topics or internship experiences.  The specific topic for the research paper should be worked out between the student and the Faculty Supervisor -- normally the department chair.  Please schedule an appointment to meet the faculty supervisor after a few weeks of working at the internship.  Feel free to bring a proposed reading list to this meeting.
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