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Education

Ph.D.   		University of Chicago, Theology	2004
M.Div.   	Vanderbilt University			1993
B.A.		Carleton College (Religion)		1989

Dissertation

“Questioning Idols:  Divine Countenance in Trauma and Conversion”
A critical interpretation of Martin Luther and Simone Weil, toward the end of developing a Christian theological account of providence which can encompass (rather than dismiss) the shifting senses of God amid trauma or affliction. 

Dissertation Committee:  David Tracy (Advisor), Bernard McGinn, William Schweiker

Doctoral Exams					

1. The History of Christian Thought Through the Reformation
2. Modern and Contemporary Theology
3. Hermeneutics
4. Myth and Symbol (History of Religions)
5. Love and Friendship in the Christian Theological Tradition

Teaching Areas

Primary:	Theology, History of Christian Thought
Secondary:	World Religions (especially Judaism and Islam); Bible and Biblical Interpretation

Academic Honors

University of Chicago
Lilly Fellow, Catholic Theological Union Project on Spirituality and the Vocation of 
		the Theological Educator, 1998-99
	Junior Fellow, Institute for the Advanced Study of Religion, 1997-98
	Distinction on Doctoral Qualifying Exams, Spring 1997
	Century Scholar, University of Chicago, 1993-96

Vanderbilt University
	Founders Medal for the Divinity School (highest GPA of M.Div. student class), 1993
	Distinction on M.Div. Thesis, 1993
	Luke-Acts Prize, 1993
	Brandon Scholar, 1990-93

Carleton College
	magna cum laude with Distinction in the Major, 1989
	Scott Tyler Bergner Prize, 1989
Jean Schmidt Prize, 1989


Teaching Award

College of Arts and Sciences at Western Illinois University Outstanding Teaching Award, May 2, 2008


Scholarly Publications

[bookmark: _Hlk14272828]In Progress: Facing Divine Affliction: A Lutheran Theodicy for the Sinned-Against (under contract with WIPF & Stock’s Cascade Series).

Justification by Faith and the Pursuit of Justice: Ordinary Faith in Polarized Times, with Christine Helmer (Baylor University Press, fall 2023).

“First Thoughts on the End of Roe v. Wade: State Rules, Gender Norms, and the Fragile (or Conditional) Personhood of Women,” Journal of Lutheran Ethics, February/March 2023 https://learn.elca.org/jle/first-thoughts-on-the-end-of-roe-v-wade-state-rules-gender-norms-and-the-fragile-or-conditional-personhood-of-women/ 

“Resisting Tyranny and Polarization: An Ecclesiology of Word and Sacrament from the Midwestern Heartland.” In Truth Telling and Other Ecclesial Practices of Resistance, ed. Christine Helmer, 75-96. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books/Fortress Academic, 2021. 

[bookmark: _Hlk104819708]“Law-Gospel Theologies of the State of Exception” (with Christine Helmer), Dialog 60, no. 1 (March 2021): 54-64.

“Christian Feminist Theology: History and Methods” (in Arabic translation). In Feminist Polemics in Abrahamic Religions: History and Approaches, ed. Omar al-Bashir al-Turabi, 75-96. Dubai, United Arab Emirates: Al-Mesbar Studies & Research Center, 2021.

“Theological Touchstones for Disagreeing in the Body of Christ” (with Christine Helmer), Journal of Lutheran Ethics, October/November 2019  https://elca.org/jle/articles/1289

[bookmark: _Hlk104819674]“Claiming Christian Freedom to Discuss Abortion Together” (with Christine Helmer), Lutheran Forum 53, no. 2 (Summer 2019), 48-51.

“Feminist Theologies of the Cross, North American.” In Encyclopedia of Martin Luther and the Reformation, ed. Mark A. Lamport , 269-271. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2017.

“Divine Grace and the Question of Free Will: A Feminist ‘Stumbling Block?’” In Imagining with Christian Doctrines for Gender Justice, eds. Jenny Daggers and Grace Ji-Sun Kim, 135-153. New York: Palgrave MacMillan, 2015.

Extended review of Shelly Rambo’s Spirit and Trauma: A Theology of Remaining, for Conversations in Religion and Theology 9, no. 2 (Nov. 2011): 141-149.

“Temptation,” in The Cambridge Dictionary of Christian Theology, ed. Ian McFarland et al. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2011.

“Between Guru and Deceiver? Responding to Unchosen Student Metaphors in the Religious Studies Classroom” (with John Simmons), Teaching Theology and Religion 13, no. 2 (April 2010): 156-168.

“A Hermeneutic of Providence amid Affliction: Contributions by Luther and Weil to a Cruciform Doctrine of Providence,” Pro Ecclesia: A Journal of Catholic and Evangelical Theology, XVI, no. 3 (Summer 2007): 44-64.

“Gospel, Culture, Healing and Reconciliation:  A Shalom Conversation” (with Claude-Marie Barbour et al.), Mission Studies, XVI-2, no. 32 (Fall 1999): 135-50.

“A Theological Analysis of Co-Dependency Theories” (with Dan Buchanan), Journal of Pastoral Care 51 (Fall 1997): 303-314.


Scholarly Presentations

“Thinking Theologically (with Luther) about Embodied Affects in the Wake of Trauma.” Lutheran Women in Theology and Religious Studies Conference, Denver, November 18, 2022.

“Early College and the Future of Religious Studies Scholars,” Teaching Religion section of the Midwest American Academy of Religion Conference, March 5, 2022 (virtual conference).

“Sacramental Desecration: The Spiritual Heart of the Matter.” Contextualizing Catholic Sexual Abuse Seminar, American Academy of Religion, San Diego, November 23, 2019.

“Resisting Tyranny and Polarization: A Midwestern Lutheran Ecclesiology.” Theology session on “Political Theology” at Midwest American Academy of Religion Meeting, Ball State University (in Muncie, IN), March 1, 2019.

“On Ecclesial Responses to the Spiritual but Not Religious, Religious Nones, and Hopes for Universal Salvation” (Formal response to Undergraduate Paper session, “Challenge to the Contemporary Church,” Midwest American Academy of Religion Meeting, Ball State University (in Muncie, IN), March 3, 2018. 

“Finding Freedom in the Desecrated Body of Christ: The ‘Happy Exchange’ and Anfechtung between Corporate Sin and Redemption,” presented at “Embodied Freedom: Commemorating the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation through Exploring the Intersections between Christian Freedom and Personal, Social and Global Bodies,” Augsburg College, Minneapolis, June 5, 2017.

Response to “Theology, Tradition, and Culture” Undergraduate Panel papers,  Midwest American Academy of Religion, Muncie, IN, March 4, 2017.  

Response to “Theology/Spirituality” Undergraduate Panel papers, Midwest American Academy of Religion, Muncie, IN, April 2, 2016. 

Response to “Gender and Religion” Undergraduate Panel papers, Midwest American Academy of Religion, Ada, OH, April 11, 2015.

“Three Engagements with a Lutheran Notion of Theosis,” a response to Kirsi Stjerna’s presentation on “Reflections on the Finnish Interpretation of Luther and the Feminist Scholarship," Lutheran Women in Theology and Religious Studies Conference, Baltimore, MD, November 24, 2013.

“Cruciform Flourishing: One Lutheran Feminist Hermeneutic,” Lutheran Women in Theology and Religious Studies Conference, Chicago, November 2012.

“Liturgies for the Living Dead:  Jones, Lange, and the Tension between Trauma as Disabling Terror and Liberating Trope,” American Academy of Religion, Atlanta, October 2010.

“Between Guru and Deceiver?  Responding to Unchosen Metaphors in the Religious Studies Classroom” (with John Simmons), American Academy of Religion, Chicago, November 2008.

“Enduring Radical Distrust:  Sin and Redemption among the Sinned Against,” American Academy of Religion, San Diego, November 2007.

“The Hairball We Cannot Swallow:  Religious Readings of ‘Feeling Dirty’ in Victimization,” American Academy of Religion, Washington, DC, November 2006.

Panelist participant on “The Role of Religious Studies in a Liberal Arts Education,” Carleton College Religion Department 50th Anniversary Celebration, January 14, 2006.

“Domesticating Violent Images of God, Sin, and Salvation:  Dilemmas for Feminist Religious Imagination,” Midwest American Academy of Religion, April 2005.

“Religious Identity after Clergy Sexual Abuse:  The Theological Limits of Liturgical Religious
Identities,” Identifications:  Faith, Theory, and Identity-Making Conference, Purdue, February 2004.

“The Ends of Memoir and Testimony,” American Academy of Religion, Toronto, November 2002.

“A Hermeneutics of Providence amidst Affliction:  Contributions by Luther and Weil to 
a Cruciform Doctrine of Providence,” American Academy of Religion, Nashville, November 2000.

“Luther’s Theology as Commentary: Salvation Through Identification with Biblical Examples,” Midwest American Academy of Religion, Chicago, March 2000.

“Contemplation and Discernment: Iris Murdoch and James Gustafson on the Character of Attention,” American Academy of Religion, New Orleans, November 1996.


Book Reviews

Review of Cynthia Wallace, Of Women Borne: A Literary Ethics of Suffering, for Christianity and Literature 68, no. 3 (September 2019): 700-704.

Review of Kristine A. Culp, Vulnerability and Glory: A Theological Account, for Dialog (September 2016): 287-289.

Review of Christine Colón and Bonnie Field’s Singled Out: Why Celibacy Must Be Reinvented in Today’s Church, for Dialog 51, no. 3 (September 2012): 245-247.

Review of David Burrell’s Deconstructing Theodicy: Why Job Has Nothing to Say to the Puzzle of Suffering, for Dialog 50, no. 3 (Fall 2011): 308-310.

Review of A. Denise Starkey's The Shame That Lingers: A Survivor-Centered Critique of Catholic Sin-Talk, for The Journal of Religion 91 (Jan 2011): 109-110.

Review of Flora A. Keshgegian’s God Reflected: Metaphors for Life, in Dialog 48, no. 4 (December 2009): 392-394.

Review of Vitor Westhelle’s The Scandalous God: The Use and Abuse of the Cross, in The Journal of Religion 88 (January 2008): 112-113.

Review of Deanna Thompson’s Crossing the Divide: Luther, Feminism, and the Cross, in The Journal of Religion 85 (July 2005): 491-493.

Review of B. Jill Carroll’s The Savage Side:  Reclaiming Violent Models of God, in The Journal of Religion 84 (January 2004): 117-119.

Review of Kathryn Greene-McCreight’s Feminist Reconstruction of Christian Doctrine:  Narrative Analysis and Appraisal, in The Journal of Religion 81 (July 2001): 491-92.

Review of Darby Ray’s Deceiving the Devil:  Atonement, Abuse, and Ransom, in The Journal of Religion 81 (April 2001): 306-307.

Review of Mary M. Solberg’s Compelling Knowledge: A Feminist Proposal for an Epistemology of the Cross, in The Journal of Religion 79 (January 1999): 155-157.

Review of Emilie Townes’ In a Blaze of Glory: Womanist Spirituality as Social Witness, in Anglican Theological Review 78 (Summer 1996): 526-527.


Other Referred Publications

“Connections with Creation” Writing Briefs for Sundays and Seasons (Evangelical Lutheran Church of America), Augsburg Fortress Press, 16 weeks of the 2023-23 liturgical year (written summer 2022). 

Contributions to Lutheran lectionaries on creation care for July 24 and August 21, 2022; July 4, July 25, August 29, and October 24, 2021; July 5 and August 2, 2020; July 7, Sept 1, and Sept. 8 in 2019; and July 1 and August 6 in 2018:  http://www.lutheransrestoringcreation.org/; some are also available on another Protestant creation-commentary website, http://www.letallcreationpraise.org/ 

“What Makes for a Theological Vocation in the ELCA?” Journal of Lutheran Ethics, August 1, 2020 https://www.elca.org/JLE/Articles/1335 

“When It’s Hard to Care for the Utensils: Prayer amid an Unbalanced Work Life,” Benedictines Magazine 
(Spring-Summer 2013): 32-37.

Sermon, “Jesus’ Ascension: The Puzzle of an Elusive Savior,” posted on the website of The Lutheran
Forum on September 25, 2010

“Called to the Everyday,” Sojourners 28 (July-August 1999): 38-40 (with Dan Buchanan).


Other Scholarly Professional Activity

Newsletter	Lutheran Scholars Network (periodic newsletter), 2018-present
Co-Coordinator

Officer		Midwest American Academy of Religion (Past President, 2016-18; President, 2014-
2016; Vice President, 2012-14).

Section Chair	Section Chair in Theology, Midwest American Academy of Religion (2010-2012).

External 	Served on the reappointment committee of a colleague at Wartburg Seminary (2022).  
Reviewer	Reviewed tenure portfolio of a theologian at an East coast university (2011).

Program 	Society of Anglican and Lutheran Theologians (fall 2007-fall 2009).
Coordinator



Teaching Experience

Professor	Religious Studies in the Department of Liberal Arts & Sciences, Western Illinois University, fall 2018-present. Courses taught include: Liberal Arts & Sciences Senior Capstone Course, Western Religions (both face-to-face and online), Theology, Christianity, The Bible, Jesus, Judaism, The Bible and Current Issues, Great Jewish and Christian Thinkers, Contemporary Religious Thought, Interfaith Dialogue for College Student Personnel graduate students (co-taught), Islam (co-taught), Exploring Religion, World Religions, Independent Studies on various topics.  

Coordinator	Coordinator for Master’s degree program in Liberal Arts & Sciences (May 2019-present)

Associate 	Department of Liberal Arts & Sciences, Western Illinois University, fall 2016-2018;
Professor	Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies, Western Illinois University, fall 2006-
	2016. 

Thesis Advisor	Advised MLAS (Master of Liberal Arts & Sciences) thesis by Michael Cross, “The Black Preaching Tradition: The Art of Preaching in the Black Church with Sermon Analysis” (2020); advised MLAS applied projects by David “Sento” Ashby, “Theatrical Practicum: Understanding Our Community Through Stage Combat” (2020); Lamart Hudson, “The Power of Transformation through Organizations” (2020); Sue Adams, “Talk with Me: Opening Conversations about Complicated Biblical Topics” (2013-14).

Faculty 	Undergraduate Research Award:  for Melissa Burgett, “Study of Benedictine History and
Mentor	Lifestyle” (spring 2011).

Faculty	Undergraduate Research Projects:  1) Matt Whitlock, “Is Nothing Sacred?
Mentor 	(Undergraduate Research Day [URD] presentation, spring 2016);  2) Riley de Jesus, “Narrative Reflections by Sexual Minorities in Religious Communities” (URD presentation, spring 2016);  3) Melissa Burgett, “Living Your Prayer: How Prayer Connects a Christian to Herself, Others and God” (URD presentation, spring 2011);  4) Ross Steinborn, “Using Paul Against Paul: Disrupting Jew/Greek and Queer/Straight Identities” (presented at the Midwest American Academy of Religion, April 5, 2008; also WIU URD presentation, spring 2008);  5) Kate Teesdale, “In-Between Land”—on the fruits of her research on religion in Central Asia (URD presentation, spring 2007); 6) James Waymack, “Personal Motivations of the Mystical Contributions to the Imagery of Purgatory,” URD presentation, spring 2006); 7) Patrick Mullen, Honor’s Thesis on Tibetan Art (spring 2002).

Graduate	Graduate Faculty status (fall 2013-present).
Faculty

Advisor,	Advisor for Peer Mentors in many First Year Experience courses, 2005-2009, 2010-
Peer Mentors 	2013, 2020

Assistant	Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies, Western Illinois University,
Professor	fall 2000 – spring 2006.  

Instructor	Women and Religion, DePaul University, spring 2000.

Lector	Academic and Professional Writing, University of Chicago, spring and fall 1999.
	Led weekly seminar; critiqued and graded weekly papers.

Co-Instructor	Preaching course (for M.Div. students), University of Chicago, fall 1998. 

Facilitator	Augustana Lutheran Church, Chicago, March-April 1998.  Organized and led 
		two sessions of a Lenten series, “The Congregation as Refuge:  Communities of
	Faith Deal with Trauma.”

Instructor	Augustana Lutheran Church, Chicago, winter 1996.  Six-week study of Elizabeth Johnson’s She Who Is: The Mystery of God in Feminist Theological Discourse. 

Instructor	Adult Education, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 1992-93.  Lectured and facilitated conversation about a range of topics, from biblical studies to mythology to spirituality.


Other Teaching-Related Activities

Workshop	Writing workshop for high school students, “Supporting Your Interpretations: Writing an
Leader		Argument Essay,” WIU Writing Festival, February 10, 2020

Participant	“Islam in Asia: The Interplay of Culture and Religion,” Faculty Development Workshop, 
Black Hawk College, Moline, IL, March 31-April 1, 2006

Participant	"Teaching Introductory Theology and Religion: Lessons from the Practices of Fifty 
Effective Teachers” (participant in a Wabash Center study of fifty teachers’ practices), fall 2004; participant in a conference on preliminary results, Indianapolis, August 2005.  A discussion of my syllabus’ depiction of learning goals appears in Barbara E. Walvrood, Teaching and Learning in College Introductory Religion Courses (Blackwell: 2008), 51-52.


Public or Invited Lectures, Panels, and Interviews

Panelist			Panel participant in Lutherans Restoring Creation Connections Call on May 30, 				2023 on the theme of “Shame on Us,” 
https://lutheransrestoringcreation.org/event/shame-on-us-connections-call-may-30th/ 

Speaker	"Ecclesia Reformata, Semper Reformanda Secundum Verbum Dei: The Church Reformed, Always Reforming According to the Word of God." Reformation Sunday talk at Blandinsville United Methodist Church, October 30, 2022.

Panelist	“Reproductive Justice: Religious Perspectives,” Macomb Feminist Network meeting on religious, legal, and local medical perspectives on abortion, September 17, 2022.

Panelist		“Reproductive Justice: Historical and Feminist Religious Views Panel,” WIU Women’s 
Center, August 30, 2022 (with Betsy Perabo).

Interview	“Let’s Talk: Paul Santmire and Amy Carr,” Summer 2022. https://youtu.be/XXzr9hLprIA 

Lecturer	Lilly-funded lecture series on Paul: “What Does Paul Mean by Justification by Faith?” 
(6/2), “Interpreting Galatians 3:28: Transforming Gender and Other Social Identities in the New Creation” (6/9), “Romans 9-11: Paul and the Question of Christianity’s Relationship to Judaism” (6/16), “Thinking with the Church’s First Theologian: A Sampling of Other Pauline Themes” (6/23), First Christian Church Disciples of Christ, Macomb, IL, June 2019.

Speaker		“Lutheranism and its distinctiveness as a form of Protestantism,” Interfaith Jazz 
Gathering at Wesley Methodist Church of Macomb, November 13, 2019.

Speaker		Talk on religious activism regarding economic injustice in Everett Hamner’s Introduction 
to Liberal Arts & Sciences class, Western Illinois University-Quad Cities campus, November 13, 2017.

Speaker		“Inquiring After Abraham: How the Humanities Open Up the Past, the Present, and the 
Eternal Questions,” presentation to the Western Illinois University Humanities Living & Learning Community, November 8, 2017.

Panelist		“Reformation 500: Martin Luther and the Origins of the Reformation,” Western Illinois
		University, October 31, 2017.

Speaker		Highlights of Christian History, Fortnightly Club, Macomb, IL, February 2, 2015.

Skit		Participant with student on modeling a conversation about the Bible and same-sex
Participant	relationships; “Difficult Conversations 2: Tensions in the Classroom,” Western
		Illinois University,  November 7, 2012.

Speaker		“Religion and Economic Justice,” Western Illinois University, March 28, 2012.

Panelist		“Successful Strategies for Teaching ABOUT Religion in the Public Schools,” 36th 
Annual History Conference, Western Illinois University, March 27, 2011.

Speaker		“A Conversation on Clergy Sexual Abuse,” Trinity Lutheran and Bexley Hall 
(Episcopalian) Seminaries, Columbus, OH, April 7, 2010.

Panelist		Discussion of film, “Where in the World is Osama bin Laden?” (sponsored by WIU’s) 
Campus Greens), March 11, 2009.

Speaker		“How Empty Was the Tomb?  Opposing Views on the Resurrection of Jesus the Christ.” 
		Lutheran Student Fellowship-sponsored debate on campus of Western Illinois University,
		March 30, 2006.

 Lecturer	“Introduction to Luther.”  Renaissance and Reformation course, Western Illinois 
University, October 21, 2005.

Speaker		“Religious Pluralism:  Can Multiple Spiritual Paths Lead to Truth?”  Associated 
Students of Philosophy, Western Illinois University, April 7, 2005.

Panelist		“Civic Engagement and 9/11.”  Student dinner discussion, North Quad Cafeteria,
		Western Illinois University, November 30, 2004.

Panelist		“Civic Engagement and 9/11.”  Weekly lunch engaging Western Illinois University’s 
		2004-05 theme of “Civic Engagement,” September 8, 2004.         

Panelist	“Faith and Doubt at Ground Zero.”  2004 Dealing with Difference Institute, Western Illinois University, May 11, 2004.

Panelist	“A Discussion of Gay Marriage.”  Western Illinois University, March 24, 2004.

Panelist	Discussion of Mel Gibson’s “The Passion.”  Western Illinois University, March 2, 2004.

Panelist	 “The U.S. After 9/11/01:  Four Perspectives.”  Western Illinois University, October 16, 2002.

Facilitator	Facilitated a panel discussion by representatives of diverse religious communities in Macomb, IL, an event sponsored by Western Illinois University’s sociology student club.  April 25, 2002.

Panelist	“Living a Good Life:  What Is the Relationship Between Ethics and Religion?”  Western Illinois University’s Annual Ethics and Religion Conference, April 24, 2002.

Panelist	“Environmental Spirit:  The Life and Contributions of Jane Goodall.”  Western Illinois University, March 19, 2002.

Speaker	“The Historical Jesus and Christian Communities.” Associated Students of Philosophy, Western Illinois University, Feb. 29, 2002.

Lecturer	“Christian Feminist Theologians.”  Women and Religion course, Western Illinois University, Feb. 5, 2002.


Panelist	“A Conversation with Bardwell Smith and Four of his Students from the 60s, 70s, and 80s on the Experience of Teaching and Learning at Carleton.”  Carleton College, January 1995.

Lecturer	Lecture on Unamuno in “Freshman Seminar: Journeys toward Spiritual Growth.”  Carleton College, January 1995.	



University Activities

State-wide Committee		Representative for Western Illinois University on the Illinois Board of 
Higher Education Faculty Advisory Council, 2018-present; Secretary, 2022-23; Public Caucus Chair, 2020-21; Alternate Representative, 2013-17.

University Committees		Faculty Senate (fall 2020-present), Provost’s Advisory Council (2022-
Present), Senate Nominating Committee (2022-present), Provost Search Committee (spring-fall 2011), Council on General Education (fall 2004, 2005-summer 2008; Chair 2006-07, Vice Chair 2005-06 and 2007-08), General Education Review Committee (fall 2005-spring 2007; Vice Chair 2005-06), Honorary Doctorate Committee (2003-05), Western Illinois University.

College Service		CAS Liberal Arts & Sciences Program Committee (2013-present; chair, 2017-
2019); CAS Undergraduate Research Committee (2004-2009, 2010-present), Humanities Living & Learning Community Co-Coordinator (fall 2017), College of Arts & Sciences (CAS) Online Exam Proctoring Subcommittee (2014-2016, including co-chair in spring 2015); College Personnel Committee (active in faculty cases, 2012-13); CAS Grade Appeals Committee (active in cases in 2010 and in 2012-13); CAS  Attraction & Retention of Students Subcommittee (2010-2012); Alternate, Negative Personnel Recommendations Committee of College Personnel Committee (active in two faculty cases; 2008-09); CAS Faculty Council (2005-spring 2008; Chair, 2006-07, Council Secretary, 2005-06); CAS Committee on Office Space (fall 2006-spring 2007); CAS Committee on Offering Latin (fall 2006); CAS Curriculum Committee (2003-05);  Liberal Arts Lecture Committee (2003-05); Honors Committee (2001-03);  National/International Fellowships Committee (2002-2003), Western Illinois University.

Department Service	Chair, Liberal Arts & Sciences Curriculum Committee (2017-2020), Co-author 
of Religious Studies Self-Study (July-Sept 2015); Recruitment Committee (2014-2015), Department Search Committee (spring 2014), Departmental Personnel Committee (Chair, fall 2012-spring 2013; fall 2008-spring 2009; member, fall 2007-2009, 2010-14), Chair, Departmental Curriculum Committee in first year of Religious Studies major (2008-09), Departmental Religious Studies Planning Committee (2004-2009), Department Search Committees (four times between 2005 & 2009), Departmental Curriculum Committee (2000-2009), Co-Advisor, Religious Studies Organization (2007-2008), Departmental Library Ordering Committee (2000-06), Departmental Grade Appeals Committee (2000-2002), Western Illinois University.

Faculty Advisor		G.L.A.M. Modeling (2019-present), Western Illinois University.

Workshop		Participate in and contributed to three well-designed workshops, “Essential 
Participant		Skills, Essential Conversations” (spring 2013), CAS, Western Illinois University.

Mentor			Meet with individual students to discuss their College Student Inventory profiles
			and be an ongoing resource (fall 2012), Western Illinois University.

Judge			Judge podium presentations at Undergraduate Research Day, Western Illinois
			University, April 17, 2019; April 18, 2018 and April 18, 2012.

Faculty Guide		Assist in conversation with incoming students on “SOAR Academic and Personal 
Responsibilities,” July 27, 2011; “Academic and Personal Responsibilities,” Gen Ed orientation for incoming students, July 18, 2007, Western Illinois University.

Panel Participant	Summer orientation to General Education, 2006, Western Illinois University.

Department 		University Professionals of Illinois, Local 4100, Western Illinois University,
Representative		2004-2009.

Delegate		Member of the House of Delegates, University Professionals of Illinois, Local 
4100, Western Illinois University, 2003-present.

Participant		Focus group discussion of Institutional Planning Committee’s Strategic Plan, 				Western Illinois University, September 16, 2003.  

Participant		“Value of the Liberal Arts,” temporary committee of the College of Arts & 
			Sciences, Western Illinois University, spring semester 2003.

Participant		“Academic Climate Discussion Group,” temporary committee of the College of 
Arts & Sciences, Western Illinois University, spring semester 2002.

Workshop Participant	“The Many Hats of General Education” and “Everything You Always Wanted
			to Know About Writing Assignments,” Western Illinois University, May 2001.

Participant		Lilly-funded “Spirituality and the Vocation of the Theological Educator”
meetings, University of Chicago Divinity School, 1998-1999.

Chairperson	Student Search Committee for faculty position, University of Chicago Divinity School, 1997-98.

Co-Coordinator	Office of Women’s Concerns, Vanderbilt Divinity School, 1991-92.  Planned weekly lunches and speaking events.

Chairperson	Council for Religious Understanding, Carleton College, 1987-89.  Organized weekly discussions among representatives of diverse religious traditions.

Writing Tutor	Carleton College, 1988-89.

Student Representative	Search Committee, Religion Department, Carleton College, 1988-89.





Other Professionally-Related Service


Adult Ed Instructor	Adult Education classes at Trinity Lutheran on a range of texts and topics (e.g., Acts, Mark, Romans, Daniel, Galatians, Genesis; Luther’s Small Catechism; Flora Keshgegian’s God Reflected: Metaphors for Life), most years from about 2006-present.

Supply Preacher	Trinity Lutheran Church, Macomb, IL (1-3 times a year)

Blogger	Past contributor to the Oblate Musings Blog for St. Mary Monastery:  https://oblatemusingsblog.smmsisters.org/ 

Instructor		Six-week LIFE (Learning Is ForEver) course on Western Religions (2016).

Speaker			Unitarian Universalist Church of Macomb: “Easter after Lent: A Place for Minor 
Key Seasons? (4-17-22), “On Hametz and Heresy: Passover, Easter, and the Pursuit of Purity” (4-4-21), “Living by Invisible Truths: Microscopic to Metaphysical” (4-12-20), “Easter According to St. Paul: Intoxicated with a New Humanity” (4-21-19), “Communal Fragility and the Mindfulness of Hope: Easter Reflections amid Post-Resurrection Blues” (3-27-16), “’Let Those Who Have Ears, Hear’: An Easter Message for Crabbier Days” (4-5-15), The Mattering of Matter:  Why Christian Thought Rejected Gnosticism and Fell in Love with the Idea of Incarnation” (3-31-13), “An Arrested Cross, a Perverted Cross, a Speaking Cross: The Multivalency of a Christian Symbol” (4-8-12), “Multiple Resurrections” (4-24-11), “Physical Ascension and Spiritual Descensions” (4-4-10), “Jesus as a Risen Robin Hood” (4-12-09), “The Historical Jesus and Christian Communities” (2-24-02).

Speaker			“When It’s Hard to Care for Utensils: Prayer amid an Unbalanced Work Life,” 
& Retreat Leader, St. Mary Monastery Oblate Retreat, October 13, 2012.

Guest Preacher		“An Elusive Savior?” Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Houghton, MI, July 26, 
2009.

Speaker		“Interfaith Luncheon Lectures Series:  Last Speeches,” Western Illinois 	University Wesley Foundation, April 7, 2004.

Interviewee 		Macomb Eagle article on Mel Gibson’s “The Passion.” March 2, 2004.

Speaker		“History of Angels.” United Methodist Church of Carthage, IL, May 8, 2003 and 	Montebello Health Care Center in Hamilton, IL, January 23, 2003. 

Supply Preacher	Northern Great Lakes Synod (ELCA), summer 1993.  Preached and led worship
	services for Lutheran pastors on vacation in Upper Michigan.

Speaker	Educated seminarians, pastors, churches, college students, and the public about clergy sexual abuse through workshops, interviews, a video, panel and classroom discussions, 1990-93. 

Staff Assistant	YWCA Domestic Violence Shelter, Nashville, 1991-92. Answered crisis line, served as court advocate, co-facilitated support groups.  

Coordinator	Chicago Religious Leadership Network on Central America (placement in the Lutheran Volunteer Corps), 1989-90.  Coordinated luncheon for legislative and religious leaders; organized delegation to Central America; facilitated legislative efforts, paid ads in Central American newspapers, and a human rights response network.


Community

Member	Trinity Lutheran Church of Macomb (ELCA)

Member	Interfaith Alliance of Macomb

Member	NAACP, Macomb branch. Served on Nominating Committee (2020).




Academic Memberships

American Academy of Religion
Convocation of Teaching Theologians of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church of America)
Lutheran Scholars Network
Lutheran Women in Theology and Religious Studies

References

Available upon request.

