
Welcome to  
Western Illinois University  

and the  
College of Business and Technology 

(CBT) 



Chris Ramsey, Director 

Please silence cell phone ringers at this time. 



College of Business and Technology 
Degrees and Majors 

Bachelor of Arts degree 
∙ Economics 

 
Bachelor of Business degrees 
∙ Accountancy 
∙ Economics 
∙ Finance 
∙ Human Resource Management 
∙ Management 
∙ Marketing 
∙ Supply Chain Management 
 
Bachelor of Science degrees 
∙ Computer Science 
 Options: 

o Traditional 
o Business 

∙ Information Systems 
∙ Network Technologies 

 
 
 

Bachelor of Science degrees continued 
 
• Agriculture 

      Occupational Clusters: 

o Agricultural Business   

o Agricultural Education 

o Agricultural Science 

o Agricultural Technology Management 

o Agronomy   

o Animal Science 

o Conservation 

o Farm Operations 

o Horticulture 

o Urban Forestry 
 

Pre-Professional programs 

 Pre-Agricultural Engineering 

 Pre-Forestry 

 Pre-Veterinary 
 

• Construction Management 
• Engineering (final 2 years at Quad Cities campus) 
• Engineering Technology 
• Graphic Communication 

 



 

• Grade Point Average of 2.0 or higher on a 4.0 scale 

• Minimum of 120 semester hours (15 hrs each FL/SP semester) 

• 42 hours of upper level courses (300 and 400-level) 

• 60 hours from a four year college or university 

• Minimum of 30 semester hours at WIU 

• First Year Experience  

• General Education  

• Foreign Language/Global Issues 

• Complete all major requirements 
 
(Departmental requirements may be more rigorous) 

  



• Freshmen are required to complete 
one FYE course fall semester and 
one FYE course spring semester.  
 

• When viewing Course Search on the 
STARS system, FYE courses will be 
designated with a “Y” indicator. 
 

• You will work with your advisor to 
select an appropriate FYE course. 
 
 



 
• There are a minimum of 43 semester hours of 

General Education courses. 
 

• The General Education categories are: 
Communication Skills, Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics, Social Sciences, Humanities and 
Fine Arts, Multicultural Studies, and Human-Well 
Being.      
 

    (Math 099 no college credit.) 



 Students are required to complete ONE course that meets the 
Foreign Language/Global Issues requirement from the 
following options: 

 

▪ Completion of a college intermediate foreign language 
with a C grade or better; placement into a 224 language 
level or demonstrated equivalent proficiency – (3 years 
of high school language  - C grades or better)  

▪ Take a general education course that is designated as a 
Foreign Language/Global Issues (FLGI) course; 

▪ Take a 300-level or higher course within the major that 
has been designated as a “discipline specific global 
issues” course; 

▪ Participation in an approved study abroad program 



• Students will complete a minimum of 24 
semester hours of course work in their 
major field of study (some majors require 
more). 
 

• This is in addition to the 43 hours of 
general education coursework. 



• Some majors (non-comprehensive majors) 
require a minor in a different department 
or field of study. 
 

• Typically 16 – 24 semester hours. 
 

• Minors can complement the major or give 
students another area of proficiency. 



Agriculture - No 
Business - No 

Bachelor of Arts in Economics - Yes 
Computer Science - Yes 

Construction Management – No 
Engineering - No 

Engineering Technology  - No 
Graphic Communications  - Yes 

Information Systems – Yes 
Network Technologies – Yes 

  
 

 

Majors requiring a Minor: 



• Assures graduation in four years if the student 
complies with the GradTrac agreement. 
 

• If the agreement is followed but the student cannot 
graduate in four years from a GradTrac major, there 
will be an appropriate substitution or waiver of the 
requirement. 
 

• If no appropriate substitution or waiver can be made, 
there will be no additional tuition costs to the student 
for course(s) still needed to graduate. 

 
• Is not automatic—student must apply for and be 

accepted into the GradTrac program. 



Majors in the GradTrac program 
Bachelor of Arts degree 
• Economics 

 

Bachelor of Business degrees 
• Accountancy 
• Economics 
• Finance 
• Human Resource Management 
• Management 
• Marketing 
• Supply Chain Management 
 

Bachelor of Science degrees 
• Computer Science 
 Options: 

o Traditional 
o Business 

• Information Systems 
• Network Technologies 

 
 
 

Bachelor of Science degrees 
• Agriculture 
 Occupational Clusters: 

o Agricultural Business   
o Agricultural Education 
o Agricultural Science 
o Agricultural Technology Management 
o Agronomy 
o Animal Science 
o Conservation 
o Farm Operations 
o Horticulture 
o Urban Forestry 

 

 Pre-Professional programs 
– Pre-Agricultural Engineering 
– Pre-Forestry 
– Pre-Veterinary 
 

• Construction Management 
• Engineering 
• Engineering Technology 
• Graphic Communication 

 
 



Requirements to declare a Bachelor of Business major 
are: 
• At least 60 semester hours earned 

• Cumulative 2.5 WIU GPA 

• Completion of tool courses: ACCT 201 and 202,  ECON 231 
and 232, MATH 137 and STAT 171 

 
    These requirements need to be completed by 60 hours or 

may result in the student needing to change to another 
major.  Students not declared, may enroll in a maximum of 
29 hour of business coursework only. 



   Students are responsible for knowing 
degree requirements and enrolling in 
courses that will enable them to complete 
their degree programs.  It is also their 
responsibility to know the University 
regulations for the standard of work 
required to continue in good academic 
standing. 



• Set up WIU email and STARS account 
 (keeping up with email is important) 
• To be successful you need to buy books. 
• One meeting minimum each semester is 

 required. 
• The student must schedule the appointment. 
• Please schedule this meeting as early as 

 possible each semester. 
(Breakout) 



 

• Allows you to register online 
• Check your grades 
• Billing information 
• Financial Aid information 
• WARD (Western’s Audit of 

 Requirements for Degree) 
• University Housing and Dining 

Services information (UHDS) 
• Request transcripts and much more 



• Initial resource and referral 
• General concepts, procedures and policies 
• Due to the Family Educational Rights and 

Privacy Act (FERPA), Advisors cannot 
release information to family members 
without written authorization. 
 

(Breakout) 



1. Student may grant various levels of 
  access using their STARS account. 

 
2. Student signs a release form in  
  Registrar’s Office to grant access. 

 
3. Parent files an Affidavit of  

 Dependency with the Registrar’s Office 
  (must be renewed each year). 
 

Best 









Hand 
 

Written 
 

Plan 
 

Through 
 

Graduation 
 



• First contact for information 
and help 

• Registration assistance 
• Degree Plan questions 
• Policy questions 
• Good source for information 

–study skills, tutoring, 
career fair, student activities, 
study abroad, etc. 

 
     



 
 

Jean Bird – Business (M-Q), Computer Science, Information Systems, 
  and Network Technologies 
 

Ember Keithley –  Agriculture and Pre-Professional Programs: 
                 Pre-Agricultural Engineering, Pre-Forestry and Pre-Veterinary 
 

Andi Potter – Construction Management, Engineering Technology, 
    and Graphic Communication  
                     

Chris Ramsey – Business  (HJ-L) and Engineering (Macomb) 
 

Andrea Riebling – Business (A-HI)   
 

Michelle Terry – Business (R-Z)  and Study Abroad 
 

(Breakout) 

 

Professional Advisors 



•  First Year Experience course  - “Y” 
•  ENG 100 or 180 depending on placement 
•  Math placement 
•  General Education courses – one or two 
•  Major/minor course – one or two 
•  University electives - example MS 111, MUS, 
     UNIV 100, etc. 

    When scheduling classes group some on M,W,F and some on T,Th 

Also leave time for lunch 

 



Sample Schedule Printout 



Students will need to keep 
the following: 

• Student  packet 
• STARS  Password 
• Placement folder 
• Information on dual credit 
• AP or CLEP advanced placement credit  

(if credits are coming in late, let your advisor know!) 

• Transfer credit 
• Summer enrollment 
• Welcome letter 

 
Please refrain from cell phone use with students during the next 

session  - Thank You. 



       Any Questions?? 
 

• Morning advisor assistant will lead students 
in the afternoon. 
 

• Please fill out a survey for us. 
 

• One survey per family. 
 

• Return to student to submit after morning 
session is complete. 
 
 
 

 
 
 


