
March February 23, 2011 
 
Dear Producer, 
 
The Illinois ram testing program offers you the opportunity to get the most 
comprehensive set of production available from any testing program and provides 
exposure of your sheep to potential buyers.  Our facility is equipped with the latest 
technology, including a FIRE (Feed Intake Recording Equipment) system that allows 
daily weighing of sheep and feed.  Each lamb will be tagged with a small tag that also 
holds a miniature radio transponder inside it.  When the lamb comes up to the feeder, 
the electronic equipment in the feeder reads the transponder tag.  It weighs the lamb and 
the amount of feed present.  When the lamb leaves the feeding area, it again reads the 
transponder tag, and re-weighs.  This information is then sent to a central computer for 
storage.  Thus we are able to get feed efficiency information on each lamb.  It also 
allows us the opportunity to check daily feed consumption of each lamb.  Experience 
with this type of system in bull testing stations has shown this to be extremely helpful in 
detecting health problems before the animal may actually appear to be ill.  In addition to 
growth rate and feed efficiency, we provide you with ultrasonic scan data for ribeye area 
and ribfat, plus scrotal circumference.   
 
Enclosed with this letter is a testing agreement form for the Illinois/Midwest Ram Test.  
You'll find that we provide more testing information that any other facility in the 
country.  It's all too easy to think that our own sheep are pretty good, or that they're good 
because someone gave them a blue ribbon at a county fair.  Performance testing doesn't 
play politics or give you a misleading picture of things – it shows what your sheep can 
do when compared to sheep from your fellow breeders under the same feeding, health 
and management conditions.   
 
It is extremely important that you are aware of the scrapie eradication program.  
Out-of-state breeders must have a health certificate accompanying their lambs.  If 
you have your scrapie program eartags, or are using the tattoo system, please be 
sure your lambs are identified when you deliver them.  If you have not yet received 
your tags by delivery day, the test station has been issued a set of tags with which 
we can eartag your lambs. 
  
I urge you to enter your best rams in our new program.  A good number of people will 
see your rams on test and at the sale.  Think about what type of sheep you want to 
represent you!  Entries are due at your earliest convenience. Please also note the 



designated delivery times.  If possible, we want to accommodate you. If Macomb 
seems a far distance from you, why not talk to a nearby breeder and bring your lambs 
together to cut costs?  
 
Once again, pictures of the rams will be taken in May at shearing time.  These pictures 
will be put on the website, along with the traditional on test, 21, 42-day progress weigh 
points and the final performance indexes. 
 
***Additionally, we will have an advisory board that will meet prior to the rams being 
delivered to provide insight and guidance to ensure the rams perform and look their best 
come sale day!  New and innovative ideas regarding phenotypes to be measured and 
sales promotion are always welcome.***   
 
The continued success of the ram test is directly dependent on the quality of rams 
entered.  I strongly encourage you to consign your top rams and recruit other 
producers to do the same!!! 
 
Sincerely, 
Mark Hoge         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



ATTENTION!!! 
2011 Illinois Ram Test 

Participants 
*** 

IT’S TEST TIME 
 

KEY DATES 
 63 Day Test 
Reservation form mailed April 5 
Ram Delivery to test station ****April 9**** 
On-test weigh in April 14,15, 
    * progress weigh point May 5,6 (21 day wt) 
    * progress weigh point May 26,27 (42 day wt) 
    * progress weigh point June 16,17 (63 day wt – off 

test) 
SALE DAY JULY 9 

 
Note: 

Ram test updates and pictures will be put on the ram test website and a link 
will be purchased through the club lamb and breeding sheep page. 

 
If you have any questions, my contact information is: 
 
Mark Hoge 
Department of Agriculture 
314 Knoblauch Hall 
1 University Circle 
Macomb Illinois 61455-1390 
 
Office Phone:  309-298-2537 
Cell Phone: 309-255-2735 
Fax:  309-298-2280 
Email:  MD-Hoge@wiu.edu 
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