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Syllabus 

  
Horticulture 380: Landscape Plant Identification I 

 
Fall 2014  3 credits 

INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Marietta Loehrlein 
PHONE: 298-1089  OFFICE: Knoblauch Hall 309 

Office Hours: M W 10:50 AM –11:50 AM, M TH 1-3PM or by appointment 
MM-Loehrlein@westernonline.wiu.edu 

 

Meeting Times and Location: 
THIS IS A HYBRID COURSE USING Desire-To-Learn software operating as WESTERN 

ONLINE at WIU. 
WESTERN ONLINE: Go to wiu.edu and use the drop-down menu labeled “Tools”. 
Log-in using your e-com student id and password, these are the same as you used to 
get your WIU e-mail account.  
UTECH: If you need help, contact UTECH in Stipes 126, or call 298-2704, or email 

them at support@wiu.edu. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Horticulture 380 is a plant identification course in which students learn to identify 

deciduous and evergreen woody plants, including groundcovers, vines, shrubs and 

trees used in landscape plantings. Students will learn important landscape 

characteristics of each species. 

 

OBJECTIVES: 

Students will:  

1) Be able to identify ornamental landscape groundcovers, vines, shrubs and trees by 

genus and species. 

2) Identify specific aesthetic properties of landscape plants covered in class. 

3) Know the cultural needs and problems associated with the plants covered in class. 

4) Become familiar with the taxonomic characteristics of the plants covered in class. 

 

TEXT:  

Landscape Plants: Their Identification and Use, Ferrell M. Bridwell. Delmar Publishers 

Inc. 

Optional: CD to accompany the text - or in place of the text 

 

PLANT LISTS:  
Two plant lists have been developed for this course – they are posted on Western 
Online. 
 
One list is organized by group (there are 10 Plant groups, they are listed in the same 
order that they appear in the textbook) and the other is an alphabetical listing (by 
genus and species) of all the plants that will be covered in this course. 
 
*On the alphabetical list, plants that are not included in the textbook, but were 
considered important enough in landscaping to be included in this course have an 
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asterisk (*) by their name. For these plants, information may be found at a reputable 
website, such as Missouri Botanical Garden 
(http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/), U of I Woody Plants database 
(http://woodyplants.nres.uiuc.edu/) or other similar organizations. For the quizzes, I 
will use photos from one of these websites for these plants. 
Also on the list, some names have a # after them. This indicates species of plants 
having cultivars that vary in size from one another. Due to the organization in this 
book of plants by their size, the cultivars are not always covered together within one 
section. Please use the index to identify and locate related cultivars that are covered in 
the book.  
 

MATERIAL COVERED: 
Plants were selected for inclusion in this course based on their hardiness in Zone 5 or 
below, and for their common usage in the landscape. Plant size ranges from 
groundcover or vine to medium tree. (For the student who is interested in learning to 
identify larger landscape trees, Forestry 208 is highly recommended.) 

 

EXTERNAL CLASSROOM: 
In addition to the textbook, students will identify a locale (campus, a local nursery, 
garden center, private or public gardens, or other sites) where they will be able to view 
and photograph the plants discussed in the course.  
 
Students are required to create a Power Point presentation using photographs they 
have taken of the plants. More details are provided in the Assignments Section below. 

“Nothing is a better lesson in the knowledge of plants than to sit down in front of them and 

handle them and look them over as carefully as possible.” ---Gertrude Jekyll 

 

GRADED ACTIVITIES: 

 

Assignments, quizzes, and exams    Pts. Each        TOTAL  

10  PowerPoint assignments       22   220 

5 Quizzes         44  220 

5 Exams         55  275 

1 Comprehensive Final Exam    220  220   

TOTAL          935 

NOTE: Exams and quizzes are open book and notes may be consulted. 

 
For a schedule of all due dates, please use the calendar function on Western Online. 
 
ASSIGNMENTS: 
You will be required to submit Power Point slides containing 11 plants covered each 

week in this course no later than midnight Friday (CDT) of the week the plants are 
covered in class.  
 

***You must submit assignments in order to have access to the quiz*** 

 

PowerPoints are worth 22 points. 
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Plant photos should include foliage, flowers when possible, and whole-plant views. 
Close views of other interesting characteristics may also be included (such as 
interesting bark). 
 
Two or more photos will be placed on one slide along with the name (botanical and 
common) of the plant. 
 
On the second slide, state the genus and species name of the plant again, and list or 
describe the following features of the plant in question: 

 Leaf shape and size range  

 Inflorescence type 

 Flower color(s)  

 Season of bloom 

 Sun or shade preference 

 Soil preference (texture*, moisture) 

*Texture may be light, sandy, heavy, clayey, or loamy, for example 
 
The photos must be of high quality and in focus, permitting others to recognize which 
plant it is when viewing them.  
 
If you cannot find plants to photograph, you may insert a photo from a trusted, 
reputable source. However, you must cite your source for the photo on the slide.  
 

DROPBOX SUBMISSIONS: 

A “dropbox” has been established for your assignment submissions. 
Please use the dropbox for all PowerPoint submissions.  
 

***Assignments are due on the day specified*** 

Assignments turned in one day after the due date will be receive 50% of the 
grade, those received two days late will receive 10%, and after that they will be 

graded as ZERO. NO EXCEPTIONS! 

 
QUIZZES: 

On Monday following the end of the two-week period, during which 22 new plants (11 

plants per week) have been covered, a quiz will be given on those plants.  

 

The Quizzes will be given in the classroom. For the quiz, only a color picture/photo of 

the plant and a list of the plants’ common names will be provided. There is the 

possible addition of plant material – stems, leaves, flowers – if it is available at the 

time of the quiz. Students will need to be able to identify the plant by its common 

name. 

 

Quizzes are worth 44 points. 
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EXAMS: 

On Wednesday following each quiz, an exam will be given covering the same set of 

plants. 

 

For exams, multiple choice questions will be used, and no photograph will be 

included. Genus and Species names (rather than common name) will be used for the 

answer selections. 

 

Exams are worth 55 points each. 

 

Exam answers are given as genus and species. Be sure you study the genus and 

species names of the plants when preparing to take an exam. 

 

The primary material for all exams will be drawn from the required textbook. 

Secondarily, for plants not included in the textbook, information will be drawn from 

one of the following websites: Missouri Botanical Garden 

(http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/), U of I Woody Plants database 

(http://woodyplants.nres.uiuc.edu/). 

 

***There are no allowances for lateness on quizzes or exams*** 

 
FINAL EXAM: 
There will be a comprehensive final exam on Wednesday December 17.  
 
 
 

 
 

“The greatest service anyone can render their country is to add a new plant to its culture.” 
  ---Thomas Jefferson 

GRADING:  
 

Grades will be assigned as follows based on the total points earned on quizzes, exams 
and assignments during the semester out of a possible 935 points. 

A =  93% and above C =  73-77.99% 

A –  =  90-92.99% C- =  70-72.99% 

B+ =  88-89.99% D+ =  68-69.99% 

B =  83-87.99% D =  63-67.99% 

B- =  80-82.99% D- =  60-62.99% 

C+ =  78-79.99% F =  59.99% and below 

You may easily monitor your grade through the Western Online system. It will list all 
the assignments made and scores you have received.  
 

 

http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
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POLICIES 

WESTERN ONLINE:  
Students are required to use the course website at: www.westernonline.wiu.edu and 
all assignments will be submitted through the website. Course handouts and 
messages will be posted on this website.  

 
The syllabus is a contract which both instructor and student are bound to follow. For 
all academic policies in place at WIU, please refer to the Provost’s website 
(http://www.wiu.edu/provost/policies.php).  
 
 

 Assignments are due on the day specified 

 Assignments turned in one day after the due date will be receive 50% of the 

grade, those received two days late will receive 10%, and after that they will be 

graded as ZERO 

ATTENTION EDUCATION MAJORS 
You are required to receive a grade of a "C" or better in this course in order to meet 
graduation requirements.  With the university +/- grading system, receiving a "C-" or 
below will require you to retake this course or find a substitute course to meet School 
of Agriculture graduation requirements. 

 
ADA COMPLIANCE 

“In accordance with University policy and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 
academic accommodations may be made for any student who notifies the instructor of 
the need for an accommodation. For the instructor to provide the proper 
accommodation(s) you must obtain documentation of the need for an accommodation 
through Disability Resource Center (DRC) and provide it to the instructor. It is 
imperative that you take the initiative to bring such needs to the instructor's attention, 
as he/she is not legally permitted to inquire about such particular needs of students. 
Students who may require special assistance in emergency evacuations (i.e. fire, 

tornado, etc.) should contact the instructor as to the most appropriate procedures to 
follow in such an emergency. Contact Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 298-2512 for 
additional services.” 
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