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There are nearly 14,000 people buried in Macomb’s Oakwood Cemetery.  Burial 
records are currently maintained by the cemetery caretaker and in records at the 
McDonough County Courthouse. Only paper versions of the cemetery map have been 
used for gravesite location and records have been stored using Microsoft Excel. The 
purpose of this project is to deploy GIS (Geographic Information System) technologies 
to create a digital, data-driven map of Oakwood cemetery. GIS provides a more efficient 
way to store, search, and display burial information. At present, the only way to find the 
location of an individual buried in Oakwood Cemetery is to search the burial records to 
extract the location of a grave (addition, lot, and space) and then refer to the paper map 
to determine this location within the cemetery. While this method is effective, it is not 
efficient as it is time consuming and oftentimes individual headstones are difficult to 
locate without landmarks.  With the use of GIS, these data can be more easily stored, 
displayed, and shared to the public. By mapping out the grave locations and storing the 
burial information within a GIS, the time it takes to locate gravesites is dramatically 
reduced. GIS technologies also enable querying and displaying information 
geographically. For example, one can search for and map all Civil War veterans or all 
persons buried during the 1980s. GIS can also enable the search for an individual 
gravesite and display that location on an aerial photograph. This study investigates an 
exploratory method for mapping cemeteries to provide a more efficient means for 
storage, searching, and displaying gravesites. Additionally, this project hopes to 
improve the ways in which burial record information is maintained and displayed. 

 


