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“History shows that it does not matter who is in power… those who have not learned to 
do for themselves and have to depend on others never obtain any more rights or 
privileges in the end than they had in the beginning.” 

--Dr. Carter G. Woodson 
 

In this timeless work, “The Mis-education of the Negro” written in 1933, Dr. Carter G. 
Woodson speaks in almost a prophetic manner asserting that the fate of the African 
American rests upon his shoulders. As I look back over my short tenure in higher 
education, the number of African American students who graduate from high school and 
come to college unprepared befuddles me. I was one of these students, but I refused to 
become an academic statistic. 
 
Semester after semester, African American students who are products of the inner city 
Public School Systems across the country make it out of the system and are without fail 
unexpectedly exposed to the reality of undergraduate classes that they have not been 
prepared for. This reality sets in for most of these students right around the mid-point of 
the semester as they begin to take on a defeated attitude and pour themselves more 
into the social aspect for college rather than the academic challenges set before them. 
 
There are several factors contributing to the lack of integrity that many of these students 
seem to display. Primary among them is a failure to prepare for post-secondary 
education. This presentation aims to highlight the overt and covert falsehoods that are 
beginning to ensnare an entire generation of African American students around the 
country. The researcher will carry out an in depth review of literature while drawing upon 
empirical data gathered through personal interviews with African American students 
enrolled in their first semester of college. Through this means of data collection this 
presentation seeks to give insight and further explain the contrast between the 
suburban educational experience and the urban educational experience. This 
comparison will yield implications for further research and study in the area of African 
American college student recruitment and retention. 


