
 
 

GENERAL HONORS COURSES – Spring 2015 
With the exception of the required one hour G H 299, the following General Honors courses may be used to fulfill requirements in the University’s General 
Education:  G H 101, 201, and 301 in the GE area of the humanities; G H 102, 202, 302 in the GE area of the social sciences; G H 103, 203, 303 in the GE area 
of mathematics and the natural sciences; G H 104, 204 in the GE area of math and the natural sciences with lab.  
 
 Note that G H 101 may be taken as Advanced Placement Credit for English 180 OR English 280, but not for both English 180 and 280.   
G H 101 may be repeated only if taken in a different department.  However, AP credit may only be earned once.  A student may NOT take G H 101 
and earn AP credit for ENG 180 and then repeat the course to earn AP credit for ENG 280. 
 
  10724  G H 101  Sec. 27 BEAUTY MYTH  B. Ashwood 11-12:15   TTH SI 114 
  97578  G H 101   Sec. 96 KING ARTHUR      M. Sinex  1-1:50  MWF SI 214 
  10723  G H 101  Sec. 97 KING ARTHUR     M. Sinex   11-11:50  MWF SI 020 
  97581  G H 299  Sec. 38  VISL QUANT INFO A. Valeva 2-2:50   W ST 224      
  *97579 G H 299  Sec. 41 BLACK DEATH  J. McNabb 2-3:40  M MG 453 
  +14448 G H 299  Sec. 51 ASPECTS SUSTAIN Knox/Collins 12:30-2:10 T Lib 4th flr 
    ♦*G H 299  Sec.  BERLIN-VIENNA  G. Schmidt 5:30-7:20  M HH 083 

 14449  G H 301  Sec. 09 AMERICAN DREAMS J. Woods  11-11:50   MWF SA 228 
  14450  G H 302  Sec. 03 MEANING OF LIFE G. Chang  11-12:15  TTH    MG 453 
  97584  G H 302  Sec. 33 POSTMOD THOUGHT D. Sandage 6:30-9:00  Weve MG 322 
  97585  G H 302  Sec. 67 ECON SUST FOOD T. Sadler  12:30-1:45 TTH ST 317 
  97586  G H 303  Sec. 03 BAYES QUANTAPPL A. Valeva 11-12:15  TTH ST 313 
  /97587  G H 333  Sec. 01 INDEP STUDY  R. Hardy   ARRANGED 
  /97588  G H 444  Sec. 01 IND SR RESEARCH R. Hardy   ARRANGED  
  &97310 COMM 241H Sec. 25 INTRO PUB SPKG D. Zanolla 12:30-1:45 TTH MH 012 
  &10670 ECON 351H Sec. 01 GLOBAL POVERTY J. Harriger 11-11:50  MWF ST 217 
  &97884 ANTH 395H Sec. 01 GENDER & ENVIR H. McIlvaine-Newsad 3-5:30  W MG 322 
     /Permission of Molly Homer required. 
  *Class meets first 8 weeks. 
  ♦Additional Costs Required for Trip. 
  +Class has 8 meeting times:  January 20 & 27; February 3, 10, 17, 24; and March 3 & 10.    
  &Counts as G H course for satisfying graduation requirements for Honors Scholar status. 

 
10724 G H 101    Sec. 27    BEAUTY MYTH       B. Ashwood                           11-12:15  TTH  SI 114 
Beauty Myth:  Flip through Vogue or Cosmopolitan or Glamour.  Peruse Maxim or Men’s Health or GQ.  Watch TV for an hour.  How many images of 
beauty do you see?  Many of us recognize that the portrayal of beauty in the media is often unrealistic and unobtainable, yet these standards continue to 
permeate our culture.  This course encourages you to consider why.  To help answer that question, we will study Naomi Wolf’s book The Beauty Myth that 
explores conceptions of beauty and their effects on people, particularly women, in Western society.  We will analyze the beauty myth that Wolf writes about 
and also read and discuss some contemporary responses to her argument.  Can a person use cosmetics and care about fashion without being a victim to the 
beauty myth?  Are there any problems with Wolf’s reasoning and methodology?  How are men affected by this myth?  These are just a few of the questions 
that we will pursue throughout the course. 
 
97578     G H 101  Sec. 96           KING ARTHUR  M. Sinex         1-1:50  MWF  SI 214 
10723     G H 101  Sec. 97           KING ARTHUR  M. Sinex         11-11:50  MWF  SI 020 
King Arthur:  “King Arthur in Our Time” has been designed for students seeking ENG 180 or 280 credit. This class will introduce you to some of the notable 
retellings and interpretations of Arthurian material drawn from literary works and the visual arts of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Recognizing the 
importance of Malory’s Morte Darthur as an inspiration for nineteenth-century poets, we will read selections from it as we encounter the poetic treatments of 
Morris and Tennyson. The course will also provide you with opportunities to use film treatments and contemporary fiction in your written work since many 
students first encounter Arthurian themes and characters in films and in computer games. We will read works illustrating several genres (e.g. poetry, novel) and 
study book illustrations (Doré) and paintings of the Pre-Raphaelites. The works selected will illustrate the Arthurian Revival of the nineteenth century.  
 
97581       G H 299               Sec. 38 VISL QUANT INFO A. Valeva            2-2:50  W         ST 224 
Visualizing Quantitative Information:  This course will focus on the process and methods of visualizing quantitative information. As Edward Tufte (one of 
the most prominent minds on the subject) says, "of all methods for analyzing and communicating statistical information, well-designed data graphics are 
usually the simplest and at the same time the most powerful." Data visualization is crucial to information discovery, choice of appropriate statistical methods, 
and interpretation of the results. Without proper graphics, the practical significance of the results can be obscured or even completely mistaken. This class will 
use a “flipped classroom” teaching method. In preparation for class meetings, following detailed instructions and using software, students will learn how to 
create graphs for the purpose of answering specific data analysis questions. In class, discussions on what constitutes best practice in visualization would occur 
together with utilizing the techniques already learned to answer new questions. 
 
*97579       G H 299               Sec. 41 BLACK DEATH  J. McNabb            2-3:40  M          MG 453 
“The End of the World”: Plague and People during the Age of the Black Death:  During the fourteenth century a catastrophic pandemic now known as the 
Black Death killed between one-quarter and one-half of the population of Europe and caused devastation in a number of non-Western civilizations as well. 
Researchers have long understood that the Great Mortality, as contemporaries called it, sparked massive change, stemming from social and economic tensions 
among survivors over material resources and labor in local communities, contestation and negotiation of religious practices and ideals for both clerical and lay 
populations, and attempts to use law and repression to return to the pre-plague status quo. But Black Death studies continue to be active, in part because of the 
pandemic diseases of the modern age: noted plague historian David Herlihy, for example, likened the panic caused by the AIDS epidemic in the 1980s to the 
confusion and terror initiated in the wake of the fourteenth-century plague. Further, the scholarly consensus that identified Yersinia pestis as the causative agent 
of the Black Death has broken down, as scientists studying remains from “plague cemeteries” postulate new theories on what caused the disease. This course 
will provide students with an understanding of the fourteenth-century pandemic through the study of modern works by prominent scholars and excerpts from 
fourteenth-century documents discussing the phenomenon through contemporary perspectives. The course will conclude with a role-playing game, “Survivor: 
Black Death” that allows students to act as characters in a late medieval village struggling to adapt to the chaos and to apply the knowledge they have gathered 
throughout the semester. *Class meets first 8 weeks of semester. 
 
+14448       G H 299               Sec. 51 ASPECTS SUSTAIN Knox/Collins                      12:30-2:10  T          Lib 4th flr 
Aspects of Sustainability:  Aspects of Sustainability will introduce students to a range of sustainability issues, environmental and social as well as local and 
global.  Using topics as varied as foods and conflict resolution as well as construction and music, the course will emphasize the reality and potential of human 
interaction in sustainability of living systems.  Recognized presenters from the western Illinois community and national sustainability arena will present to the 
class in person and via Skype; students will discuss their learning and views in the following discussions; and they will write response papers, co-assessed by 
the instructors.  At the end of the eight-week session, students and faculty will compile the significant themes and propose significant action to pursue after the 
course.  +Class has 8 meeting times:  January 20 & 27; February 3, 10, 17, 24; and March 3 & 10. 
 

*♦G H 299 Sec. BERLIN-VIENNA G. Schmidt  5:30-7:20  M  HH 083 
Berlin/Vienna: European Capitals Yesterday and Today:  Berlin and Vienna, located in the heart of Europe, are national capitals that have given birth to 
some of the most significant movements in music, architecture, the visual arts, philosophy, and science. Both cities have witnessed tumultuous upheavals and 
serve today as memorial sites for the Holocaust and the Cold War division of Europe. This course takes an interdisciplinary approach to examining the way 
these cities incorporate the past into the present, focusing in particular on different layers of cityscape (historical/modern, national/cosmopolitan) that come into 
productive tension with one another. We will use the interpretive methods and analytical perspectives of German/Austrian Cultural Studies to examine how 
films and stories portray each city and how architecture, monuments, museums, and other public projects construct a public face for the nation. 



The course will meet twice a week for the first 8 weeks of the semester, followed by a 9-10 day trip to Vienna and Berlin during Spring Break. Prior to travel, 
students will discuss contemporary essays, literary works, and films that portray and critically reflect on the importance for German and Austrian national 
identity of specific contemporary urban sites to be visited during the trip. Necessary background information will be provided through lecture. Following 
travel, one additional meeting will be held in which each student presents a critical reflection on one of the sites visited.  *Class meets first 8 weeks.  
♦Additional Costs Required for Trip. 
 
14449  G H 301                Sec. 09    AMERICAN DREAMS J. Woods    11-11:50   MWF           SA 228 
American Dreams - Immigrant Stories on the Stage:  It is often said that America is a nation of immigrants. In this class students will examine how 
transnational immigration has been represented in American dramatic literature by a close reading and discussion of plays written about the American 
immigrant experience. These writers range from Eugene O’Neill to David Henry Hwang, to Saviana Stanescu – many first or second-generation immigrants 
themselves. From the Irish and Italian immigrants and African American assimilation in the 19th and 20th centuries to the more recent waves of Asian, 
Hispanic, and Eastern European immigrants, the class will explore the real and imagined stories of families who have struggled to begin life anew in America. 
Students will learn to identify issues such as the tension between assimilating to American culture and preserving one’s native culture, the daily battle against 
discrimination, and the courage it takes to carve out a new life and identity in a strange and often hostile land. Students will explore the range of cultural 
models that shape public thinking about immigration in order to gain a greater understanding of American culture and their place within it. 
 
14450  G H 302   Sec. 03   MEANING OF LIFE G. Chang    11-12:15  TTH  MG 453 
The Meaning of Life:  This class exposes students to perspectives of the meaning of life based on social science theory and scholarship; experiential and 
collective learning are emphasized.  The course is organized around four intersecting forms of meaning production: (a) social solidarity, (b) freedom, (c) 
psychological well-being, and (d) aesthetical engagement.  In addition to classic treatises and studies, integrated into coursework are collective field events and 
individual reports of self-exploration.  A collective, whole-class project will be developed at the end of class, of which each student will be a contributor.   
 
97584  G H 302    Sec. 33 POSTMOD THOUGHT D. Sandage   6:30-9:00  W eve  MG 322 
Postmodern Thought:  Using sociological analysis, this course examines postmodernism.  It will focus on how postmodernism is both the continuation of 
modernism and its transcendence.  The course will specifically explore the roots of postmodernism, postmodern theory, the effects of language and power 
systems on ideas and beliefs, the complex process of constructing reality, how different societies create different values and beliefs, and how humans relate to 
their symbolic environment.  An emphasis will be placed on the following dimensions of the postmodern world; self-concept, moral and ethical discourse, art 
and culture, and globalization.  The complexities of postmodern thought, including constructivism, deconstruction, irony, pluralism, and multiculturalism will 
be analyzed.  The numerous criticisms of postmodern theory and postmodern thought will also be evaluated. 
 
97585  G H 302   Sec. 67   ECON SUST FOOD T. Sadler    12:30-1:45 TTH  ST 317 
Most people in our society do not have the time or the inclination to understand the process of food production.  By examining the current state of industrial 
agriculture in this country, its historical context, the economic model in which it persists, and the alternative model of sustainable, local food production, this 
course makes the process clear.  Today, in the United States, industrial agriculture provides the majority of the meat and produce that we consume.  Incredibly, 
we as a society are separated from and, for the most part, uninterested in this industrial process that gives us sustenance.  Many pernicious outcomes, or 
“negative externalities,” result from this reality.  Soil fertility diminishes.  Without the use of chemical applications, the plants we consume are vulnerable to 
pests and disease.  Obesity inhibits advances in health.  Multi-billion dollar agricultural subsidies prop up an inferior economic system of monoculture.  The 
system relies on imported energy, which contributes to global warming.  Alternatively, sustainable, local food production, which is growing as a share of total 
food production, addresses each of these problems.  It also leads to many positive outcomes, including local employment and healthier food. Most importantly, 
however, sustainable agriculture, such as local, organic farming, leads to greater knowledge of the crucial connection between food production and 
consumption and thereby addresses what Wendell Berry calls “the great destructiveness of the industrial age…a division, a sort of divorce, in our economy.” 
 
97586  G H 303   Sec. 03   BAYES QUANTAPPL A. Valeva       11-12:15  TTH  ST 313 
This course offers an introduction to a conceptually different approach to quantitative reasoning, which is the basis of contemporary scientific decision making. 
Students will learn how to update prior beliefs as new information becomes available; make decisions in asymmetric information environment (e.g. when 
pricing an asset, market participants have different information); and analyze uncertain phenomena of which only parts can be observed directly (e.g. medical 
diagnosis/investigations, customer behavior, etc.). Bayesian methodology also allows for combining evidence from several studies dedicated to the same 
research question (meta-analysis), improving estimation of variability in studies with small sample size, and in general for fitting richer, more flexible models. 
Computations will be carried out with specialized open source software. The class focuses on formulating the problems and interpreting the results. Students 
will have the opportunity to carry out a project in their specific area of interest. This course is relevant for the following majors: Mathematics, Economics, 
Finance, Accounting, Marketing, Management, Agriculture, Computer Science, Engineering, LEJA, Psychology, Social Sciences, Geography, Physics, 
Chemistry, Biology, Pre-med, and Nursing (this list is by no means exhaustive). 
 
/97587       G H 333   Sec. 01         INDEP STUDY  R. Hardy  Arranged Arranged Arranged    
Intensive study and writing on interdisciplinary topics to be approved by the Honors College director and faculty supervisors.  Students must have upper-
division status.  See the Honors Director for more details.  /Permission of Molly Homer required. 
 
/97588   G H 444   Sec. 01    INDEP SR RESEARCH R. Hardy  Arranged Arranged Arranged        
Intensive research and preparation of an interdisciplinary senior honors thesis or project report.  Topics to be approved by the Honors College director and 
faculty supervisor.  See the Honors Director for more details.  (Note: students working on senior theses should use course numbers available in their major 
departments.  GH 444 can be used if no departmental course number exists.)  /Permission of Molly Homer required.   
 
&97310    COMM 241H  Sec. 25       INTRO PUB SPKG       D. Zanolla  12:30-1:45          TTH                    MH 012   
Introduction to Public Speaking:  Students in this honors class will receive the same amount of speaking experience and practical instruction as in other 
sections but will engage in a more intensive development of those speeches.  Each student will give three major speeches.  The first will be an informative 
visual presentation, the second will be an argumentative presentation, and the third major speech will be a persuasive presentation.  Students will 
also deliver some minor, upgraded speeches.   
      The course has two objectives.  The first is to have the students master the practicalities of public speaking.  They will learn and put into play the canonical 
principles of invention, organization, style, memory and delivery, and will do so in both informative and persuasive situations.  The second objective is to 
introduce students to the richness of rhetorical theory.  The section will be conducted in such a way as to promote both goals simultaneously. 
      Speeches will be critiqued by the instructor and the class according to the principles outlined in the texts and discussed in class.  With the exception of the 
days devoted to giving speech assignments, class will be conducted as a seminar and workshop.  Students will be expected to have read the material assigned 
and be prepared to raise issues about the readings.  Discussion will follow the students' reactions.   
&Counts as GH course for satisfying graduation requirements for Honors Scholar status.  
 
&10670   ECON 351H  Sec. 01       GLOBAL POVERTY       J. Harriger      11-11:50 MWF                    ST 217 
Global Economic Poverty Issues :  This course on global economic poverty utilizes economic principles to define, examine and analyze the scope and breadth 
of underlying poverty-related policy issues in developing and developed countries. Students in this course will learn to not only define and evaluate 
international measures of economic poverty but also gain greater appreciation for the underlying causes of global poverty and the intricate interconnections 
between different cultures and countries across the globe. The tools learned in this class and subsequent discussions will help our students better navigate and 
understand the often-unfamiliar world around them.  This course provides writing opportunities with revision possibilities to better develop students’ critical 
thinking skills.  &Counts as GH course for satisfying graduation requirements for Honors Scholar status.  
 
&97884   ANTH 395H  Sec. 01       GENDER & ENVIR      H. McIlvaine-Newsad   3-5:30 W                  MG  322 
Gender, Race & Environment:  Students in this course will explore research, scholarship, and fictional works on the relationship among gender, race, and the 
environment from an ecofeminist perspective. The first part of the course will examine the various schools of ecofeminism. The main part of the course will 
explore the relationship between women in the developing world and their environment.  The course will conclude with consideration of the impact of women, 
feminists, and ecofeminist writings on the local and global environmental movements.  &Counts as GH course for satisfying graduation requirements for Honors 
Scholar status. 
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