EIS Culminating Project Proposal Guidelines

Prefatory Material - The prefatory material must include the following:

· Title Page

· Proposal Approval Page

· Table of Contents

Chapter I – Introduction

Introduction   (Introduce the topic of study- should be approximately two to three pages in length)

· Background of the Problem

· Statement of the Problem (basic difficulty - area of concern, need and goal to be achieved)

Purpose of the Study 

Describe the practical outcomes of the study (approximately one to three paragraphs) 

Justification for the Study (should be approximately one to three paragraphs in length)

· Relevance, need—may overlap with the statement of problem

· What this study will add to the field/practice

Research Questions and/or Hypotheses 

· One to four questions/hypotheses to be answered or investigated

Summary of Methodology 
· Length depends on the complexity of the study design outlined in Chapter III

Context of the Study (Assumptions, Limitations, and Delimitations can be presented in bullets)

· Assumptions (postulates)

· Limitations (limitation—factor that may affect the study but is not under your control, i.e. lack of generalizing beyond the study)
· Delimitations (delimitation- factor that is under your control, i.e. narrowing the focus)
Definition of Terms

Provide operational definitions of concepts that will be used throughout the document.

Brief Overview of the Study 

Outline remainder of proposal in narrative form

Chapter II –Literature Review

This chapter provides a discussion of the most significant literature associated with the study.

Introduction 

· Background
· Overview (overview of the theory and research literature) 

Theory/research specific to the topic
a. Empirical Thesis/Action Research: provide a discussion of the relevant theory and/or research studies associated with the research problem 

b. Conceptual Thesis: provide a discussion of the relevant theory(s) and scholarship associated with the research problem leading to a selection or construction of the theoretical framework that will guide the study

Literature Review Summary 

Provide discussion of how this literature has helped you better understand the research topic and supports your chosen methodology for studying the problem.

Chapter III - Methodology

A.  Empirical Thesis/Action Research  (field based data collection)

Introduction (organization of the chapter – overview)

Research Questions and/or Hypotheses (restated here from Chapter I)

Research Methodology (discussion of the methodological approach that will be used in the study)

Research Design 

· Population and Sample/Participant (Define very specifically the population)

· Theoretical Constructs investigated in the study 
· For a quantitative study, describe the variables to be examined.
· For a qualitative study, provide description of the theoretical constructs that will inform your analysis.
· Instrumentation
· Provide a description of the method you will use to collect data
· e.g. tests,  measures, scales, and questionnaires, field notes from observation or media, or interviews

· Reliability and Validity: (For a quantitative research), 

· Provide a discussion of how you plan to establish the reliability and validity of the instrument used to collect data

· Trustworthiness/Credibility (For qualitative research)

· Provide Positionality/Ethical Statement

· Describe how you plan to ensure the trustworthiness/credibility of your interpretations 

· Procedures (Field, classroom or laboratory e.g., instructions to subjects or     distribution of:

· materials; data collection and recording 

· data collection process and recording

· Data Analysis (statistical analysis or qualitative analysis explained in detail)
· Summary of Methodology

B.  Conceptual Thesis  (non-field based research)

Introduction (Provide an overview of the chapter)

Research Questions (Restated here from Chapter I)

Research Methodology
Provide a discussion of the methodological approach that will be used in the study (e.g. Critical Literature Review, Historical Research, and Policy Analysis)

Research Design 

· Describe of the sources (e.g. research literature, policies, court cases, curriculum, media) germane to the study.
· Describe the procedures and protocol used to analyze s that data. (expect that the protocol will be guided by a conceptual framework ) 
· Trustworthiness/Credibility

· Provide a Positionality/Ethical Statement

· Describe how you plan to ensure the trustworthiness/credibility of your interpretations

Summary of Methodology

References (must be in APA format)

Appendices (IRB should be included in one appendix)

Note:

Any changes to the proposal must be approved by the thesis committee and the Institutional Review Board.
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