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 Volunteering my summer at Dreams For Kids DC was one of the most positive and 

exhilarating experiences of my life. Not only was I awarded autonomy towards managing 

projects, I was even able to take part of them. I feel as though WIU properly prepared me for this 

experience. After this internship I feel confident and comfortable with project planning, 

outreach, and holding clinics. 

At Dreams For Kids I am able to maximize my potential as a significant member of their 

team. There I am able to make critical decisions that enable me to be able to make the events I 

am in charge of unique. There is a template and a basic outline to follow however I have the 

creative ability to make it distinct. In addition I am given the opportunity to speak with and 

handle our big accounts (the people whom are usually responsible for holding the events) 

personally. This makes me feel as though I am valued and trusted as a pseudo employee. The 

amount of autonomy given to the interns helps with keeping up interest in our projects and our 

ability to bring in a fresh perspective.  

Some of the most rewarding experiences I have had are working with the children 

directly. The programs that I have attended make the work week worthwhile. They are a bit more 

exciting when you personally set up the event and get to watch it unfold. The amount of joy that 

is seen though these children’s eyes is surreal.  The parents are extremely gracious which makes 

you feel humbled and valued. Overall it’s an experience that warms the heart and makes you 

truly appreciate your life. 

 This summer I worked on two major projects which were a part of our Extreme Recess 

program. The water skiing clinic I managed alongside another intern was our largest clinic of the 

year. There were 75 children and over 100 volunteers in attendance. We originally planned for 

each child to only get one turn either water skiing or tubing. Since the schedule we set up made 

the event run smoothly each child was able to do both activities. I planned the tennis clinic on 

my own, which was much easier to do after seeing the template for water skiing. I spent a good 

amount of time calling and emailing for volunteers, sponsors, and other outlets. One of the major 



differences of the clinics was food. The tennis clinic was much easier because the food was was 

provided from the partnering organization for tennis, Water skiing was much more difficult 

because we were asking for and receiving donations. Looking for ‘free food’ was daunting and 

long process therefore I didn’t get to spend much time on other aspects of the clinic. The other 

details of the day I did not do for water skiing I had the opportunity to do during the tennis clinic. 

Each clinic turned out fantastic with grins from ear to ear not only from the children but from 

everyone involved in the event. 

 My other time was spent working on fundraisers for the company. One of which was a 

happy hour that all of the interns coordinated less than two weeks before the event. Considering 

the short amount of time and limited network the interns had we still managed to raise over 

$1,000. Our other fundraiser will take place August 6th and I spent time reaching out to food 

sponsors and stores for gift card donations. We have gotten a substantial amount of feedback and 

the event should be wonderful. 

My particular line of work is very self-fulfilling which has made me recognize the 

priorities of my life. One must enjoy their job to really maximize their potential and ultimate 

happiness. Luckily I can say that I absolutely love coming into work every day. There’s a 

different kind of satisfaction that you get when you know what your doing is meaningful. Every 

day I wake up eager to head into the office, which is more than many can say. I am thankful that 

I got to experience something of this multitude and proud to say that this is one of the best 

memories of my life. 


