January, 2016

WIU Students Initiate the Alpha Chapter of a Fire Studies Fraternity
By Luke Cowin

After a year of work and debate the Nation’s first professional collegiate Fire Science fraternity has been born. On January 19th, 2016 the professional fraternity Omega Gamma Phi held it’s first meeting and activated its constitution.[image: ]
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The fraternity is an off shoot of the WIU Fire Protection Studies Club. What started in 2012 as a small group of a few fire fighters wanting to spend time with people of similar interests turned into an organization of over twenty students looking to fill the educational gaps between the classroom and the demands of a fire service career. 
In the spring of 2015 the membership decided it was time to take a step forward. While maintaining its commitment to adjunct education, Omega Gamma Phi has also dedicated itself to public service through fire safety initiatives, and assistance to area fire departments. It is also a goal to instill an appreciation for the culture of the Fire Service, and building a familial atmosphere so crucial to the development of a new firefighter.
 With the organization’s change from a club to a fraternity came new challenges and benefits. With the advent of dues and fundraising, the Fraternity is capable of expanding its educational sessions. These include the attendance of conferences, field trips, guest speaker events, and most importantly working with firefighters during public education events and safety inspections. Omega Gamma Phi assisted the Macomb Fire Department with their public education events in area schools last October and there are plans to expand our participation next year. Three of the members are attending the country’s largest Fire Service Conference next April as class proctors. This spring several members will be participating in a national cognitive/skills competition 
[bookmark: _GoBack]With a push towards community service and training, the Fraternity has installed a mandatory 10 volunteer service hours and 10 training hours per semester to better themselves and better their community. 
The Fraternity takes on a new class of probationary members every semester following the activities fair. Omega Gamma Phi welcomes all men and women who are full time, part time, or online WIU students holding a 2.5GPA and with a major or minor in Fire Science, Emergency Management, or LEJA.  Dues are $50 per semester with a $100 initiation fee during the first semester with payment plan available.  Meetings take place every other Wednesday at 4:30PM in Stipes Hall 231. If anyone is interested in joining Omega Gamma Phi they can contact them at fca343@wiu.edu or find them on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Omega-Gamma-Phi-1504127019845958/?ref=hl
Be sure to give their Facebook a “Like” to stay up to date on all Fraternity news and updates. See you at the Activities Fair!
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