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Meeting Schedule
The Council on General Education (CGE) convened eleven meetings throughout the Fall and Spring semesters. We met every other Thursday afternoon from September 6, 2018 through May 2, 2019. 

Membership on the Council on General Education for the 2018-2019 academic year included:  Patricia Anderson (Social Sciences), Lori Baker-Sperry (Multicultural), Greg Baramidze (Spring only, Math/Natural Sciences), Steve Bennett (Math/Natural Sciences), Ute Chamberlin (Vice Chair, Humanities), Brian Davies (Fall only, Math/Natural Sciences), Jonathan Day (Social Sciences), Gary Daytner (At-large), Keith Holz (Chair, Humanities/Fine Arts), William Knox (Secretary, Basic Skills/Writing), Joyce Runquist (At-large), David Zanolla (Basic Skills/Public Speaking), Karen Zellmann (Human Well-Being).
Ex-officio members for the past academic year included: Mark Mossman (Office of the Provost), Michelle Yager (University Advising), and Kyle Mayborn (Fall only, Dean’s Council) and James Schmidt (Spring only, Dean’s Council). 
Daria Levchenko served throughout the 2018-19 academic year as Student Government Association representative.

The Faculty Senate charge regarding the constituency of the General Education Council states “the Council shall consist of sixteen members, including one undergraduate student selected by the Student Government Associations.”  With twelve elected members at all times, three ex-officio members, and one student representative active throughout the year, the Council on General Education fulfills its charge for membership.

At its last meeting of the 2018-2019 academic year, CGE held elections for its officers and welcomed the following members appointed by Faculty Senate for 2019-2020:

Election of New Officers for 2019-2020 (May 2, 2019):
*Chair:  Patricia Anderson (Sociology & Anthropology)
Vice-Chair:  Karen Zellmann (Health Sciences & Social Work)
Secretary:  William Knox (English)

*Because Dr. Anderson decided to step down from the position after our election, another election for the position of Chair will be held at the Council’s first Fall 2019 meeting. 

Appointment of New Members beginning 2019-2020:
Wanmo Koo, Management and Marketing (At-large) 
Seyfi Turkelli, Mathematics and Philosophy (Math/Natural Sciences) 
Heather McIlvaine-Newsad, Sociology and Anthropology (Social Sciences) 
Marjorie Allison, English (sabbatical Fall 2019, Humanities) 

Summary of Activities
The year began with Faculty Senate approving the GERC Final Report of June 4, 2018, and with the final acceptance of the GERC Final Report by President Thomas pending. This left CGE wondering at the beginning of the academic year to what extent it was able to conduct regular CGE business before the GERC moratorium was officially lifted, and discussing what would come of GERC’s recommendations, recommendations the President had yet to accept or decide upon. Questions about changes to Gen Ed or a reduction of required credit hours (i.e.: either overall or within certain Gen Ed categories) remained implicitly unanswered by President Thomas until the Faculty Senate Executive Committee arranged for a special meeting on October 24, 2018 with the President also attended by the Interim Provost, Kathy Neumann.  Immediately after this meeting, the President approved and signed the the GERC Final Report, but added a recommendation about the Foreign Language Global Issues (FLGI) requirement. At its January meeting, a majority of CGE members decided the Council should not initiate discussions with the Council on International Education (CIE) concerning potential efforts of administration to reduce or change FLGI & GI requirements as CIE-GI lies outside CGE’s direct area of authority.

Discussions were held in early 2019 regarding the future shape of FYE (Y courses) and General Education’s role in it. (At that time, 41 sections of Y courses had been scheduled for Fall 2019, and in August 2019, 46 FYE courses are listed on STARS.) Discussions were initiated when Mark Mossman, newly appointed Interim Associate Provost, shared his initial ideas for recasting FYE and requested a CGE Subcommittee be formed for FYE. A subcommittee was not formed as the chair contended that FYE was a topic better discussed by the whole. CGE’s concerns about an FYE (graduation) requirement initially centered on the total number of sections university-wide, as well as how offering FYE courses tended to reduce overall departmental enrollment numbers.  Further discussions were held at the February 2019 meeting. Topics about Y courses discussed included whether they were mere variants of existing courses, resemble Freshman seminars, enrollment caps (goal to have 15 to 20 students), and whether they serve as introductions to academic majors or should be Gen Ed courses? Also discussed was the difficulty finding FYE information (i.e.: in the catalogue or online), the s.c.h. of each course, the relationship of UNIV 100 to FYE courses, whether Global Issues courses could also be FYE (yes), and the role of mentors in FYE. The relationship of Gen Ed to FYE remains an important topic to periodically revisit and monitor in future CGE meetings. 

In February 2019, the new Gen Ed Writing Requirements included in the GERC Final Report (approved October 25, 2018) were posted on the CGE website and distributed via Tele-STARS to all faculty. In the future, these requirements should periodically be redistributed to departmental chairs with instructions to share with departmental curriculum committees.  


At the March meeting of CGE, Interim Associate Provost Mossman explained a recent policy change regarding dual enrollment courses concerning the time restriction on High School seniors’ registrations. As a high percentage of dual enrollment courses are also Gen Ed courses, CGE gave this protracted attention. Mossman reminded us that dual enrollment has flourished in wealthier school districts (more teachers available and qualified to teach the courses) while it has encountered barriers in less affluent, often regional school districts. Mossmann explained how WIU faculty—teaching online, on campus, or in regional High Schools—could contribute more by providing additional dual enrollment courses to regional High School students. The Council also learned that dual enrollment course enrollments are counted in WIU enrollment numbers, faculty teaching them receive ACEs, and WIU’s dual enrollment numbers have more than doubled in the past two years suggesting their growing popularity.  An assumption is that a higher percentage of these ambitious students will choose to attend WIU and that WIU’s profile will be raised in the schools. High schools in Quincy, Cambridge, Macomb, and Havana were mentioned as having some kind of dual enrollment courses with WIU. Given downward trending, recent enrollment numbers in Illinois, other universities are also focused upon providing dual enrollment coursework to high schools and WIU would be well served to up its game. 

In its March meeting, the Council also discussed the toll layoffs and especially potential program realignments (or not) were having on Gen Ed. The message CGE learned from the Provost’s Office in mid-March 2019 was that planned realignment was being delayed so the “reorganization would not have to be reorganized.” As of early August 2019, little known administrative action on realignment, program eliminations, potential rescinding of layoffs, etc. has occurred. During Summer 2019, these major decisions were further delayed, as the recently appointed Board of Trustees cancelled meetings in June and July 2019. This ongoing state of uncertainty has undercut curriculum planning in and between departments and also compromised faculty morale. The realignment uncertainties of 2018-2019 compromised many departments’ ability to plan, and thereby not develop or submit new Gen Ed course proposals. In the entire 2018-2019 year, following a near two-year GERC moratorium on accepting new course proposals, CGE received only one new course proposal: CHEM 114, Chemistry of Health (that was accepted after revisions). 

A Subcommittee on Assessment of Student Learning in General Education was formed early in the year. This committee was formed to fine tune the documents guiding the assessment process and to provide oversight of timely implementation of assessment throughout each academic year. Its formation is partly in preparation for the upcoming Higher Learning Commission (HLC) reaccreditation visit and the committee’s work is ongoing. Fundamental to the effectiveness of Gen Ed assessment is that departments all submit Impact Reports on time after each semester. Throughout the year, CGE heard periodic reports from this subcommittee led by Lori Baker-Sperry. A letter, dated April 29, 2019, was prepared by this subcommittee (reviewed and edited by the whole) to send to chairs concerning changes to Gen Ed assessment procedure and their critical importance.

General Education Course Articulation Requests
During the Fall and Spring semesters, articulation requests were managed by the Chair working directly with the appropriate subcommittee members who represent the General Education categories. As is customary, during the summer months when faculty are on leave, the requests were evaluated and processed by the Chair. The following two tables indicate the scope and distribution of requests, approvals, denials, and for which Gen Ed category the request pertained. Additional numbers in parenthesis indicate that the course could articulate in either one category or another, but not both (i.e. Multicultural or Humanities, Social Sciences or Humanities). The number of course articulation requests received/accepted this past year was 48/41. This is an increase from last year’s 41/29.

August 6, 2018--August 5, 2019 CGE Course Articulation Requests

	Fall 2018
	Spring 2019
	Summer 2019
	Total

	11 approved
	19 approved
	11 approved
	41 approved

	1 declined
	5 declined
	1 declined
	7 declined

	12 received
	24 received
	12 received
	48 received




August 6, 2018--August 5, 2019 CGE Course Articulation Requests Approved
	By General Education Category

	
	Fall 2018
	Spring 2019
	Summer 2019
	Total Annual

	Humanities
	6 (or 5) 
	9 (or 11)
	9
	24 (or 23,25,26)

	Fine Arts
	2
	0
	0
	2

	Social Sciences
	1
	1 (or 0)
	0
	2 (or 1)

	H. Health & Well Being
	1	
	0
	1
	2

	Multicultural
	1 (or 2)
	6 (or 5)
	0
	7 (or 5, 6)

	Natural Sciences
	0
	3
	1
	4

	Total approved
	11
	19
	11
	41 approved

	Declined
	1 HUM
	1 NS,2 HUM,1HWB
	2 HWB
	7 declined




Respectfully submitted by Keith Holz, CGE Chair, August 12, 2019. 

