
 COUNCIL ON CURRICULAR PROGRAMS AND INSTRUCTION

Thursday, 22 February 2024
Horrabin Hall 60/Zoom – 3:30 p.m.

 M I N U T E S

MEMBERS PRESENT: A. Burke, K. Bowers Sharpe, C. Davis, J. McQuillan, C. Piletic, K. Ramlow, A. Razzaque, J. Robinett, F. Tasdan, K. Zellmann

MEMBERS ABSENT: C. Blackinton

EX-OFFICIO: R. Polubinsky, L. Prosise, S. Van Dyke

GUEST: Pete Jorgensen
I. 	Consideration of Minutes 
A. 	8 February 2024
· On page 3, correct the name of Dr. Tasdan.
MINUTES APPROVED AS CORRECTED
II. 	Announcements 
Chair Burke thanked Ms. Zellman for chairing the last meeting in her absence. Chair Burke related that when LIB 101 went to Faculty Senate, there was an objection from Senator Hamner from English that it might overlap with ENG 280 and that there was too much material to be covered in a 1 s.h. course. Faculty Senate tabled the request, and Library and English representatives will meet to resolve their differences before sending the request back to Faculty Senate on March 5

III. 	Old Business – None 

IV. 	New Business 
A. 	Curricular Requests from the Department of Communication

	1.	Request for New Course

a.	COMM 346, Online Influencers, 3 s.h.

Motion: To approve COMM 346 (Robinett/Tasdan)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Communication Chair Pete Jorgensen explained the topic of this course is an area that merges a couple of special interests of a member of the faculty and the larger department: Dr. Chris Carpenter has a national reputation for opinion leadership in regard to social networks, while the department is doing work with social media. Dr. Jorgensen noted there is a natural connection between online influencers and opinion leading. He said the department already offers courses in social media analytics, so this course will help students to understand how influencers begin; it is not a how-to, however, but will look at leadership in terms of how opinion influencers obtain influence through the internet. 

Dr. Tasdan asked if the course will have a textbook. Dr. Jorgensen responded there is an online influencers textbook with a 2023 publication date. He noted any textbook will need to be very current because topics could go out of date quickly.

Ms. Zellman remarked that from looking at the catalog description, she would think the course would teach students how to be online influencers. Dr. Jorgensen responded that students will learn how online influencers work, but the course will not tell students how to set up the technical means used by influencers. He added the course will cover how influencers develop behavior messages and use that in their online environment. Ms. Zellman asked if the catalog description should be changed since it states that “The class discusses how to be an influencer and how to utilize them to persuade the public.” Dr. Jorgensen responded that the catalog description is intended to attract students. He said students will learn how the process develops and moves forward, how to be successful as an influencer, and barriers that prevent working effectively in this career. 

Dr. Robinett recommended that the course objectives be revised to reflect accessible, measurable objectives. He noted that referencing “the nuts and bolts of working in this exciting new area of the information economy” is not an appropriate course objective. Ms. Bowers Sharpe observed that students are required to do research for this class and asked if that should be included in the course objectives. She asked if students will primarily use current journal articles for their research and if the Malpass Library databases will be sufficient. Dr. Jorgensen replied that students will be reading scholarly research in the area of online influence and opinion leadership. 

Ms. Van Dyke asked if this course will be included in the Social Media minor. Dr. Jorgensen responded there are discussions occurring about creating a School of Communication and Media, which would include Communication and Broadcasting/Journalism under one area. He said a broadcasting class in the minor is not currently being offered, so this class will replace it once it is approved, and he will bring forward a request for change to the minor.

Changes: 
· Rewrite course objectives to make them accessible-oriented objective statements.
· Remove “how to be an influencer” from the catalog description and replace with “how influencers utilize their platforms to persuade the public.”

MOTION APPROVED WITH CHANGE 10 YES – 0 NO – 0 ABSTENTIONS

		2.	Discussion of CCPI Curricular Process Workshop

CCPI decided to offer a workshop this semester rather than next year because the members currently serving on the council would best understand the changes to the forms, having just worked through that process. Members discussed holding the workshop on a non-CCPI Thursday. A subcommittee was created of Chair Burke, Vice Chair Zellman, Secretary Robinett, Dr. Piletic, and Ms. Prosise. They will develop a proposal for the workshop to bring forward to CCPI. They will also explore offering the workshop with the assistance of University Television. 

V. 	Provost’s Report – None 

Motion: To adjourn (Zellman)

The Council adjourned at 4:05 p.m.  

				Jeremy Robinett, CCPI Secretary

				Annette Hamm, Faculty Senate Office Manager and Recording Secretary
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