Writing Instruction in the Disciplines (WID) Committee
November 5, 2018
11:00 am, Algonquin Room, University Union

Present: Nathan Miczo (chair), Chandra Amararadi; Magdelyn Helwig (ex-officio), Leslie Melim, Chris Morrow (ex-officio), Earlynn Lauer, Brian Locke, Anna Valeva,
Absent: Lorri Kanauss, Kim McClure, Joyce Runquist, and, Mette Soendergaard,
Guest: Luciano Picanҫo, Foreign Languages. 


1. The meeting was called to order at 11:02 am. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Low on numbers but proceed anyway

2. Approval of the agenda: Approved
	Reorder to bring FL490 to front for guest from Foreign Languages. 

3. New Course Request: FL490:   
	What sort of writing guidelines will be provided? This will be developed in the future as the course in still under development. Suggest using MLA handbook as text. Agreed. Add WID statement needs to be added. Be helpful to direct to University Writing Center. Approved with changes.

4. Approval of the minutes from October 1, 2018.  

5.  Update on COEHS Review of WID Courses:     
	They are busy with DWE, etc. Try to get some courses ready for December meeting. We do have a table of WID courses to follow as we proceed with the review. 

6. New Course Request (BGS Online): PHIL300:   
	Issues: No handbook provided; might be in-house but needs to be on syllabus and provided to committee. Missing instruction in writing as presented. We would like to see the instructions that are provided on WO; also, perhaps provide an example of assignment. Also, missing any evidence of revision of writing. Shows as a content-heavy course without being obvious how it is teaching writing in the discipline. How is revision made available to students in online context? Appear to be learning a lot of content and writing a lot, but missing how the writing instruction is provided. Instruction on writing essay exams should be provided. 
	Missing guidebook for committee to review.
	Assignments are writing to learn rather than instruction in writing. Might be there, but need to demonstrate for committee. 
	Uncertain how the online setting is accommodated. Missing online instruction issues.
	Expand statement for Writing Center to include online instruction is available and in-person in Quad Cities. 
	Exams should be proctored to ensure only the student taking the course is actually taking it alone. 
	Sent back for revisions; requested for December meeting. 

7. Review of WID request forms:  
	Approved. 
8. Old Business: WID Survey: 
	A course on instruction in how to teach writing processes, particularly feedback on writing and sentence level improvement. Mostly handled by Writing Center but with committee members to assist. Revisit in January to set specifics on timing and instructors.  
	Also note request for online writing instruction. Is this appropriate for this committee, or a task for the Writing Center? Discussion continued to see this as a future concept.
	WID courses are liked just for interacting with other WID instructors. 
	Also like to video workshops for future reference. Contact Phil Weiss as this is what he does. 

8b Old Business: WID caps: 
	Discussion: Should we propose lowering it to 15 students? Is this likely to happen in today’s setting? Could we instead set it up as a “best practices” proposal. Alternatively, is 25 a good compromise in the current setting? Tabled for possible future review. 

9. New Business. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:53 a.m.  

Respectfully, 
Leslie Melim
