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A. WID DESIGNATION FOR EXISTING COURSE:
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	Department: ____________________________________________
Dean: _________________________________________________
	Date: _______________
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EXPECTATIONS FOR WID COURSES:

A Writing Instruction in the Disciplines (WID) course teaches students about the expectations for writing within a discipline. Assignments in WID courses are explicitly modeled on disciplinary writing and deal directly with issues common in the field. Limited enrollment, writing experiences throughout the semester, and instructional support provide the environment needed for learning disciplinary forms and their connection to values and disciplinary ways of thinking. To accomplish these goals, a WID course must:
1. Provide opportunities to learn the expectations and practice the methods of inquiry valued by members of disciplines.
2. Provide instruction in disciplinary expectations, including knowledge about 
a. subject matter,
b. writing processes, 
c. rhetoric (conventions for making arguments in a discipline: what makes sound evidence and credible writers), 
d. genre (common forms and associated ways of using them in disciplinary situations),
e. discourse community (typical ways of demonstrating disciplinary membership, such as shared goals, language, and communication structures), and
f. associated ethical issues.
3. Include assignments modeled on the writing processes and forms of writing commonly used by members of the discipline.
4. Use writing-to-learn strategies (short, usually informal assignments completed in the explicit context of the course) to support the inception and completion of disciplinary forms, not to replace engagement with professional genres. 
5. Help students view writing as integral to the discipline, and learn how disciplinary expectations for writing reflect the values and the ways of thinking important to members of the discipline.
6. Have small class sizes, ideally 20 but no more than 25 students.
7. Include opportunities for oral and written feedback from the instructor and, if appropriate, peers.  
8. Distribute assignments throughout the semester, to support the difficult process of enculturation into a discipline through intense, sustained interaction with writing throughout the semester.
9. Support students with required texts which outline the expectations for the types of writing being assigned, and/or provide exemplars of the forms being taught.

WID PROPOSAL GUIDELINES:
Your Proposal for WID Designation should respond thoughtfully to the following questions.  Submitters are encouraged to review the WID Guidelines, which can be found on the WID webpage under “Guidelines and Best Practices.” Attach a copy of the syllabus and, if the syllabus does not include specific descriptions of writing assignments, one formal writing assignment to the proposal. Upon approval of the course for WID designation, course syllabi should contain the official WID statement, which can be found on the WID webpage under “Guidelines and Best Practices.” A representative who can speak to the specifics of the course needs to be present when the proposal and supporting material is reviewed by the WID committee.

I. Curriculum:

Departments are encouraged to think deeply about how they position WID within their curriculum.  Earlier exposure to disciplinary writing and multiple chances to practice these forms may be more advantageous than one course at the end of students’ academic careers. 

1. At what academic level are you positioning your WID course(s)?
2. How does positioning your WID course(s) within your curricula in this way meet the expectations for a WID course?

II. Objectives for the WID Course(s):

1. At the end of the course(s), what should students be able to do?
2. How do these goals align with the expectations for a WID course?

III. Structure of the WID Course(s):

1. Explain how you have structured your course(s) to teach disciplinary writing. 
2. How do these goals align with the expectations for a WID course?

IV. Additional Considerations:

1. The WID committee recognizes that there are different kinds of disciplines, some compact with readily identifiable types of writing students will be expected to do, such as police reports, legal briefs, and lab reports, and others more diffuse with forms of writing less easily identifiable.  Articulate any exceptions to the expectations for WID courses you would like the WID committee to consider as they review your proposal.

