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Hello alumni and friends of the Western Illinois Uni-
versity Geology Department! We hope your past year 
has proceeded as smoothly as our has in Macomb. We 
had no personnel changes this year, which is a good 
thing! Those of you that have not been to campus in 
awhile may be surprised by some of the changes on 
campus. Memorial Hall has been gutted and continues 
to be refurbished. Some of the displaced people now 
occupy our own Tillman Hall, both temporarily and 
permanently. As you walk from Tillman towards the 
University Union you encounter more construction as 
the brand new Multicultural Center nears completion 
in the spot formerly occupied by the post office, 
credit union, and Casa Latina. The new building is the 
first example of green construction on the WIU cam-
pus. It will employee geothermal heating and cooling 
units, is made with ògreenó building materials, and even has a green roof. The roof is angled toward the 
south so we get a good view of the green roof (it is kind of brown now) from the upper floors of 
Tillman Hall. It looks like a good place to practice measuring strike and dip while you catch some rays! 

Changes within Tillman Hall include the upgrading of one of our  lecture rooms into an electronic class-
room. The large lab bench at the front of the room has been removed and a new computer console and 
data projector have been installed. Dr. Brock has established a soils lab on the fourth floor  and our 
fourth floor lecture room has undergone improvements to the lab benches thanks to our own multi-
talented Bob Johnson. 

As you read the blurbs in this newsletter and look at the photos from our many field trips please know 
that much of what we do would be difficult, if not impossible, without the support of you, our alumni. 
Your financial contributions help defray many departmental costs, such as those for faculty and students 
to attend meetings, research expenses, taking field trips, and purchasing updated equipment and soft-

ware. However, your non-financial contributions are 
equally as valuable. We routinely receive much-appreciated 
correspondence from alumni letting us know when their 
company is hiring new employees or interns. The Geology 
Department is also fortunate to have many alumni that vol-
unteer to come speak to our students about their career in 
geology. So, one behalf of the WIU Geology Department, 
thank you for your support. It is greatly appreciated. 

This newsletter is for you, our alumni, so I hope you enjoy 
it. As usual, I have posted a full-cover .pdf file of the news-
letter on the Alumni News portion of our web site. Please 
do not hesitate to contact me with any ideas or suggestions 
for ways to improve it. I look forward to hearing from you. 
Remember to òhave a gneiss dayó! 

Steve Bennett (SW-Bennett1@wiu.edu) 

Geology faculty and students at our annual Bonding Night 

held at Aurelioôs Pizza (Photo by Aurelios server) 

The Geology faculty posed for a photo at the 2008 

Geology Department Holiday Party held at the 

Old Bailey House (Photo by Kristie Parkins) 
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My years seem to follow a pattern. Lots of teaching, research and 

working on my house. Field camp was fun except for the amazing feat 

of managing 1) to get rained on every single day in the field for the 

first three weeks and 2) getting snowed out of Yellowstone. We had 

to drive all the way around through Idaho! Fortunately the weather let 

up enough for us to get in a day late so everyone (except me) to see 

Old Faithful do its thing. For all you old seds students, I have finally 

given up on the 2-day field trip. Instead, this fall we did one very long 

day that hit most of the usual places despite having the Winthop Ferry 

closed (from left over summer flooding). A second day, a few weeks 

later, was reserved to measuring the famous (infamous?) Quincy road 

cut. This went much better with everyone fresh and not tired at the 

end of a long trip. 

 

What a busy year for my research! My poor car got lots of miles with three trips to New Mexico for research, 2 with under-

graduate students along. It has been very nice to have the NSF funds to go for longer and do more. Three students worked 

with me during the year: 

 

Adam Rawe completed his project on cave pearls from the Quincy limestone mine and presented a poster at the North-

Central Section Meeting, GSA in Evansville, IN, in April 2008. The cave pearl project is very exciting as the pearls are 

growing extremely fast (up to 2 mm in 6 months) and even recrystallizing as they growðamazingly fast! More experiments 

are in progress. 

 

Randi Leischiedt went with me to the University of New Mexico to collect data on the SEM for her project on fossil mi-

crobes in pool fingers from Cottonwood Cave. She also presented her work a GSAða talk at the Annual Meeting in Hous-

ton in October 2008. Her work is also part of a paper submitted to Astrobiology in Feb. 2009. 

 

Dan Gustafson is working on his project which he started last summer with a week of field work in Carlsbad Cavernôs Big 

Room. Between this summer and work done by Ginny Rust, ô04, Andy Brehm, ô04 and Neil Shannon, ô05, there are now 

nearly 90 pools described from Carlsbad Caverns with a little over half containing some form of biothem (biologic con-

struct). Dan will be working on the statistics to help understand why only some pools get biothems. 

 

At home the project this year was the front porch. This time I hired two students, Jonathan Love, ô08 and Ryan Hubb, ô08, 

to do the heavy lifting. They managed to stuff all of the material into my old truck; ñA porch in a truckò as Jonathan put it. 

The truck was practically dragging its bumper but fortunately the dump isnôt very far. Next up: the kitchen! And then the 

house will be completely remodeled and I will have to find something else for summer therapy. 

 

Papers and Talks: 

Melim, L.A. , Northup, D.E., Spilde, M.N., Jones, B., Boston, P.J., and Bixby, R.J., 2008, "Reticulated Filaments in 

Cave Pool Speleothems: Microbe or Mineral?", Journal of Cave and Karst Studies, v. 70, p. 135-141. 

Melim, L.A. , Spilde, M.N., Northup, D.E., and Boston, P.J., 2008, Identifying fossil biofilm in carbonate pool speleo-

thems using the SEM: Criteria and pitfalls, Annual Meeting Geological Society of America, Houston, TX, 

presented Oct. 6, 2008, 

Liescheidt, R., Melim, L.A. , Spilde, M.N., and Northup, D.E, 2008, Quantification of fossil microbe distribution in 

pool fingers from Cottonwood Cave, NM, USA., Annual Meeting Geological Society of America, Houston, 

TX, presented Oct. 6, 2008, by Randi Liescheidt, ô08. 

Rawe, A.K., and Melim, L.A. , 2008, Cave pearls from the Quincy Limestone Mine, Quincy, Illinois, North-Central 

Section Meeting, Geological Society of America, presented April, 2008. by Adam Rawe, ô08. 


