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Barry Witten, a professor in  
Curriculum and Instruction and 
Phi Eta Sigma member, gave the 
keynote address, òMeeting Chal-
lenges in a Changing World.ó 
Approximately 50 students    
participated at the October 3rd  
induction ceremonies, including 
student executive board officers: 
president Brian Demijan a senior 
Accounting major; secretary Calli 
Vonk, a junior Special Education 
major; treasurer Ken Jenke, a 
senior Accounting major, and 
senior advisor Michael Kwiat-
kowski, a double major in Law 
Enforcement and Justice Admini-
stration and Psychology.  Vice 
president Secalee Kruse, senior 
Psychology major was unable to 
attend but Kristyn Lepek, a   
junior Art major attended the 
ceremony in her place.  One  
hundred thirty relatives and 
friends of the inductees also  
attended.   

Chartered in 1973, the Western 
chapter is the 174th of over 360 
nationwide. Nationally,  Phi Eta 
Sigma has initiated more than 
900,000 members.  Eligible West-
ern studentsñthose who had 
earned a minimum 3.5 grade 
point average in a program lead-
ing to a bachelor's degree during 
their freshmen semestersñwere 
contacted. 
 

Glenn Haynes: Department of 
Economics, Christopher Pynes: 
Department of Philosophy and 
Religious Studies, and David 
Zanolla: Department of Commu-
nication, nominated by student 
members, were inducted as    
honorary faculty members.   
Western IllinoisUniversity Presi-
dent Al Goldfarb and Sue Marti-
nelli-Fernandez, Interim Dean, 
College of Arts and Sciences, 
welcomed the  inductees and 
guests.    

Members of the Student Hon-
ors Association and  Director 
Bill Knox participated in the 
Family Weekend induction of 
new members of the Western 
Illinois University chapter of 
Phi Eta Sigma, the oldest 
freshman academic honorary 
in the nation.  Phi Eta Sigma 
encourages continued high 
academic achievement and 
service. Students who are  
active members may qualify for 
leadership roles, invitations to 
the national  conference and 
more than 1,000 national 
scholarships annually. Honors 
students Kevin Smith and 
Scott Hallock assisted mem-
bers of Phi Eta Sigma with set 
up, check in, and photography 
after the ceremony.  Dr. Knox, 
chapter advisor, served as  
master of ceremonies.  

 
 

The Students Honors Association participated in several homecoming events... including Dec the 

Campus & building a cardboard boat for the annual Boat Regatta. These pictures show SHA mem-

bers painting the west doors of the Recreational Center for Dec the Campus (which won 3rd place 

in the competition) and their boat. 



Dr. Catherine Moore became involved with 
teaching honors courses when she was 
asked by Dr. Tom Helm, former Director 
of the Centennial Honors College, to pro-
pose a course.  òIt sounded interesting,ó 
Dr. Moore recalls. òI was not used to 
teaching in English, so I saw it as a chal-
lenge.ó  This spring she will be teaching an 
honors seminar entitled The Two World 
Wars: A French Cinematic Perspective, a 
course that will examine how French films 
portray the wars, in contrast to the Ameri-
can Hollywood perspective.   
 
A member of the Department of Foreign 
Languages and Literature for 20 years, Dr. 
Moore teaches all levels of French for the 
major and minor, from language to civiliza-
tion and literature classes.  She is also the 
faculty advisor for the French Club.   
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Before joining the faculty at WIU, Dr. 
Moore received her Ph.D. in French   
Literature from the University of Florida, 
M.A. in French from Purdue University, 
Translator Diploma from the University 
of Geneva in Switzerland, and a B.A. in 
Applied Languages (English/Spanish) 
from the University of Toulouse in 
France.  Her areas of expertise center 
around French culture and civilization, 
modern French poetry, and translation of 
French, English, and Spanish.  According 
to Dr. Moore, the greatest rewards in 
working with students include òopening 
the studentsõ minds to the outside world, 
making them discover and appreciate  
another country and culture, and challeng-
ing their prejudices.ó   
 
 

Network is not only a familiar term, but it is 
also one defining human cultural experi-
ence.  It has become increasingly meta-
phorical: from the source of networks in 
nature, from spider webs to the first an-
cient interconnected roads, to continental 
telegraph and telephone wires, to related 
radio and television stations, to the com-
plex of digital devices today connected by a 
dizzying array of fiber-optic cable, micro-
wave towers, and communication satellites.  
Our networks have become the way we 
think of ourselves:  If we are connected 
well, we are living well. 
 

But what does it mean to be connected 
well?  If one speaks in terms of culturally 
accepted definitions of social or economic 
success, then one knows the òrightó peo-
ple.   However, difficult problem solving 
may require stepping outside of this com-
fort zone to take us to where we want to 
go.  While a doctoral student traveling in  

England, Scotland, and Northern Ireland, I 
used a BritRail Pass, and quickly discovered 
how the extensive and efficient British rail 
system still did not take me everywhere I 
wanted to go.  I had to get off the train,  
accept rides, hike, and use cabs to meet  
everyone and see everything I wanted. 
 

As a new issue presents itself, looking for 
advice in unusual quarters may be necessary.  
Similar to trying to see objects in the dark, 
when it is best to look slightly to the side to 
see most clearly, one may have to look to the 
side of oneõs usual connections, redefining 
the network. 
 

Mid-semester is a good time to seek new 
direction for ongoing projects, get advice  
for courses next term, find new pastimes 
with the change in the weather, make a   
career contact, and begin winter holiday 
planning.  Introduce yourself to someone 
new whoõs in the know: your network may 
become much richer! 

Director Bill Knox 

Dr. Catherine Moore 



The Student Honors Associa-
tion (SHA) just completed a 
busy homecoming week where 
they competed in three home-
coming events. The three 
homecoming events were Flag, 
Dec the Campus and the Boat 
Regatta. The Boat Regatta was 
canceled due to weather condi-
tions and they turned it into a 
contest at the variety show, so 
unfortunately, the boats never 
made it out on the water. SHA 
took third in small organiza-
tions for their window in Dec 
the Campus. Overall it was a 
successful and fun homecoming 
week for SHA. 

SHA is planning a Guitar Hero 

tournament for November 
11th at 7:00 p.m. Participants 
will be scored on their per-
formance in the game and a 
score given to them by a panel 
of three judges. Prizes will be 
awarded; flyers and more   
information on this event will 
be coming out soon.  
        

Another event that SHA has 
been busy planning is the  
International Dinner. This 
event will take place on    
Tuesday, November 17th at 
6:00 p.m. at the Newman cen-
ter. The menu this year will 
include appetizers, spaghetti, 
rolls, salad, drinks and dessert. 
 

Remember that all honors      

students are members of SHA. 
Meetings are held on Tuesdays at 
3:30 p.m. in the Centennial Hon-
ors College. It is a great way to 
get involved. So come to a meet-
ing and find out more! 

to complete one of our new 

concentrations in renewable 

energy.  The meeting was well 

attended with community 

college folks traveling from  

as far away as Mattoon and 

Kankakee.  There were also 

many different departments 

and areas on campus who 

attended to show their sup-

port for the new concentra-

tions.  Overall, the meeting 

was a huge success with an 

open and honest dialog    

between WIU and the com-

munity colleges about what 

will need to happen in order 

to make these agreements a 

reality.  There was also a  

In September the Interdisci-

plinary Studies Program, in 

conjunction with the Illinois 

Institute of Rural Affairs, 

hosted a brainstorming ses-

sion with community colleges 

across the state of Illinois to 

discuss the prospect of creat-

ing some 2+2 agreements for 

our new renewable energy 

concentrations in Biofuel 

Technology, Wind Technol-

ogy, and Policy, Planning & 

Management.  This process 

would involve students at-

tending their local commu-

nity college for two years and 

then transferring to WIU for 

their final two years in order 

fantastic lunch provided by IIRA 

as well as speakers from a num-

ber of different departments 

highlighting what makes our 

program stand out from other 

schools.  This meeting and the 

pending agreements that will 

follow are just another way for 

WIU to showcase our willing-

ness and interest in working to 

make trans-

fer students 

just as suc-

cessful as 

our native 

WIU stu-

dents. 

Student Honors Association News 

Interdisciplinary Studies Program News by Michele Aurand  
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Check out the Honors College website and Facebook page:  
 

http://www.facebook.com/WIU.Honors.College 

http://www.wiu.edu/honors/ 

Chrissy Coughlin, Scott  

Hallock, James Ruppert, & 

Kevin Smith paint the    

windows at the Recreation 

Center for Dec the Campus.  

Honors in Brief 

Top 5 honors majors:                 
1.  LEJA (84 students) 
2.  Biology (44 students) 
3.  Music (31 students) 
4.  Elementary Education  

     (29 students) 
5.  Psychology (26 students) 
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Did you know? 
Enrollment in the        

Honors College is up 
8% over last year! 

~ Average ACT score          
of incoming honors    

freshman:  28 

~ Average class rank            
of incoming honors    

freshman:  83rd percentile 

~ Average GPA                   
of transfer students:  3.7 



Centennial Honors 
College 

Malpass Library 
1 University Circle 
Macomb, IL 61455 

 

Phone: 309-298-2228 

E-mail: honors@wiu.edu 

WESTERN 

ILLINOIS 

UNIVERSITY  

Do you have a 3.4 or 
higher GPA? Have you 
ignored your invitation to 
the NSCS because you 
donõt know what it is? Or 
are you a part of it and 
donõt know much about it? 
You are missing out! The 
National Society of Colle-
giate Scholars is one of the 
best honors organizations 
to be a part of. Why, you 
ask. The NSCS is the only 
organization that recog-
nizes Freshman and   
Sophomore college stu-
dents. Being a part of this 
particular organization 
gives a student access to 
career resources, internship 
positions,  

National Society of Collegiate Scholars: A Group of High Achievers.  
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"Education's purpose is to replace an empty mind with an open one." 
Malcolm Forbes  

special volunteer work, and 
leadership opportunities. 
Because this is a nationally 
recognized organization 
that is based out of Wash-
ington, D. C., being a part 
of this organization puts a 
student above the competi-
tion for job opportunities. 
The WIU chapter is     
involved in helping out the 
campus and community. 
We participate in volunteer 
work, social events, fund-
raisers and more. The 
NSCS strives for excel-
lence, professionalism, and 
even fun. The more people 
that come to be involved in 
the organization, the more 
the possibilities.  

Point of Contact:  
For more information: 
Kaley Rowe,  
President of WIU Chapter 
at  KA-Rowe2@wiu.edu  

Upcoming Events 

 ~ Student Honors Association Guitar Hero Tournament: 
       November 11 @ 7:00pm Bayliss/Henninger Underground 
       Sign up in Honors College office - Entry fee is $5.00 
       Online entry coming soon 
 
 ~ Student Honors Association International Dinner: 
       November 17 @ 6:00pm Newman Center 
       All honors students and international students are invited.     
       Please RSVP to Kristine Kelly, SHA Advisor  
       KM-Kelly2@wiu.edu   

By Starlet Bowlin 

Honors Floor Sponsors Knitting Workshops 

Knitting is enjoying a huge re-
vival, and the honors students 
are diving right in.  On October 
27, we hosted a knitting work-
shop in the Thompson 16 
(honors floor) lounge.  For most 
students, the event was their first 
knitting experience.  After 
choosing their yarn from a rain-
bow of colors, everyone started 
working on practice scarves.  
According to Chrissy Coughlin, 

workshop organizer, òThe girls 
had fun, and all of them are now 
frantically working away on their 
scarves. The event has even 
motivated some people who 
were undecided at first as to 
whether or not they wanted to 
learn to give it a try.ó  The goal 
of the honors knitters is to learn 
about knitting and to engage in 
service through knitting.  Cur-
rently several honors students 

are working on knitting or cro-
cheting baby hats for the Pree-
mie Project.  A second knitting 
workshop is planned for Tues-
day, November 3 at 4:30pm in 
the Thompson 16 lounge.  Eve-
ryone is welcome.  For more 
information about the workshop 
or required supplies, contact 
Chrissy Coughlin (CE-
Coughlin@wiu.edu) or Kris 
Kelly (KM-Kelly2@wiu.edu).  


