BGS Transitions
Important Dates

Speaking of Transitions…
It’s an exciting time for us at WIU! We’ve had a period of
challenges, but we’re marching forward. I have important news
to share with you, so keep reading!
We’re hosting a June 22-23 reunion of BGS alumni and
current students. All Board of Governors and Board of Trustees
alumni are invited. Meet us at the Alumni House at 4 pm on
June 22 for photos and a reception. Then, join us for breakfast
on June 23 at 8:30 am before the Heritage Days parade and
go on a walking tour of campus after lunch. You’ll make new
friends and it will be a blast! We’ll see you in two weeks! Go
to the BGS Reunion page for details and to RSVP.
Effective July 1, our school name will be School of Global
Education and Outreach. We’ve recently welcomed two new
staff members and will announce a new Associate Director
for the BGS program soon. Our online course offerings are
increasing and we constantly look for ways to give our students
what they need and want so they can reach their academic
goals.
Jennifer Tibbitts retired April 30th after more than 30 years
of service to Western. Her sunny disposition and energetic
support of BGS will be missed by everyone. See page 3 to read
Jen’s parting thoughts and reflections on her career at WIU.
A major highlight for me was meeting our BGS grads and UNIV
490 interns at the Macomb and Quad Cities commencement
ceremonies. Well done, graduates! You’ll see photos and a list
of our graduates on pages 4 and 5.
Marlene Forman, MBA
Assistant to Executive Director
School of Distance Learning, International
Studies and Outreach
www.wiu.edu/bgs
Direct phone: (309) 298-2859

Bachelor of Arts in
General Studies

June 1 – Transcripts Available
June 4 – 8-Week, 6-Week & First 4-Week Sessions
Begin
June 5 – Last Day to Register for 4-Week, 6-Week, &
8-Week Sessions
June 7 – June Bill Emailed
June 11 – Last Day 100% Credit Tuition/Fees,
Prorated Credit Room/Board for 8-Week, 6-Week,
and 1st 4-Week Sessions; Last Day to Waive
Health Insurance
June 18 – Last Day to Return Federal Student Aid
Funds for Total Withdrawal 1st 4-Week Classes
June 26 – Last Day to Return Federal Student Aid
Funds for Total Withdrawal 6-Week Classes
June 27 – Last Day to Drop 6-Week Classes or
Withdraw from 6-Week Session
June 29 – 1st 4-Week Session Ends
July 2 – 2nd 4-Week Session Begins
July 4 – Independence Day Holiday – University
Closed
July 5 – Last Day to Return Federal Student Aid
Funds for Total Withdrawal 8-Week Classes
July 5 – Last Day to Drop 8-Week Classes or
Withdraw from 8-Week Session
July 6 – July Bill Emailed
July 10 – Last Day to Delete 2nd 4-Week Classes
100% Credit Tuition/Fees
July 13 – 6-Week Session Ends
July 16 – Last Day to Return Federal Student Aid
Funds for Total Withdrawal 2nd 4-Week Classes
July 17 – Last Day to Drop 2nd 4-Week Classes or
Withdraw from 2nd 4-Week Session
July 27 – Summer Session Ends
August 1 – Summer Grades Available
August 7 – August Bill Emailed
August 14 – Summer 2018 Degrees Conferred
August 20 – Fall Classes Begin

Join us for the June 22-23 BGS Reunion
We’re planning a time for BOG, BOT, and BGS alumni and current students to socialize, take part in
Macomb Heritage Days events, and take a campus tour. Come spend a day or the entire weekend in
Macomb! Get details and RSVP.

Nicole Lindsey - Spring 2018 College Scholar, School
of Distance Learning, International Studies & Outreach
Nicole is an active volunteer in PTO, is involved in fund raising efforts for her
community, works with high school boosters club, and is a room mom. Her children and
numerous activities keep her on the go.
One of Nicole’s former professors noted that Nicole “fits into that category of
nontraditional student that all professors value: someone who has some life experience,
who is able to bring some degree of maturity to the writing of their assignments and
other coursework.”
We’re very proud of you, Nicole. Congratulations on your achievements!

What led you to WIU and the BGS degree program, and why was it a good fit for you?
I was led to WIU as I had a close friend, Melissa, already enrolled and taking classes there. I was going through a
divorce while pregnant with our fourth child and was unsure how I would support my family. I had always dreamed
of obtaining a bachelor’s degree but thought it to be out of reach at this point in my life. Melissa convinced me that
I could do it and I enrolled in the Bachelor of Arts in General Studies program. This program was a great fit for me
as I could do it all online, still be present for my kids and their activities, and I could work as well. I already had an
associate degree and was able to take a variety of different classes that interested me.

Now that you’ve earned your bachelor’s degree, what are your plans?
Now that I have earned my bachelor’s degree I am currently looking for a full-time position in the business field. I am
in the process of filling out applications and interviewing. In a few years when my youngest starts kindergarten, I plan
to begin working on a master’s degree.

What drew you to the field of psychology?
I was drawn to psychology as I have always liked helping other people. I like talking to people and seeing how
they live and learn and why they think the way they do. The human mind is fascinating to me. My psychology
classes have given me a better understanding of why people think the way they do. This has enabled me to be
more compassionate, utilize different ways to approach situations, and be more successful at tasks I am trying to
accomplish.

Tell us about your dream job.
My dream job would be a school counselor. I love working with children and would like to help them with problems
they are facing at home or in school and help them as they prepare for life after high school. I really enjoy just
helping people and knowing I have made a difference in someone’s life.

What encouraging words would you share with our students about staying motivated, tackling obstacles, and juggling all of life’s
demands?
My advice to current students is to never give up. Life is not always going to be easy, nor should it be. The hardest
times in our lives—when we struggle—make us who we are and help us appreciate the good times. I was able to
get through my classes by remembering why I was working toward a bachelor’s degree in the first place: I wanted to
provide a better life for my children and show them that hard work does pay off in time. Yes, there were times when I
did not think I could do it any longer. I was close to being burned out but looking at my kids kept the fire going and I
was able to do it.

Make Plans to Attend
Homecoming 2018!
View Tentative Schedule

Jennifer Tibbitts, Former Academic Advisor &
Assistant Director, BGS Program
Since I retired, I can honestly say that I miss helping students understand their
academic options, and I miss the challenges of solving problems and puzzling
situations. I’m still adjusting!
I came to WIU out of high school from Waukegan, Illinois. After college, I married
a Macomb local and, with a Bachelor of Business degree, I began working in the
financial industry in Macomb. After two years, I sought employment at WIU and
initially accepted a part-time, nine-month position in residential programs. Both of my daughters were born within
four years. After earning a master’s degree while working full time, I raised my daughters—just like most of my
BGS students who balance work and family life and their educational pursuits.
After earning a master’s degree, I became Conference Center Coordinator, supervising a wide range of student
assistants and graduate assistants. The conference center building housed the international floors, so my
daughters were blessed with opportunities to learn about various cultures at young ages. I sincerely believe the
WIU experience—and the warm and welcoming learning environment WIU is known for—helped to instill in my
daughters their love of education and energy to succeed academically and professionally.
In 2000, I moved to Undergraduate Admissions as an Admissions Counselor, and later Assistant Director of
Admissions, working with application processing and transfer articulation. This was the perfect transition for my
final move to the Bachelor of Arts in General Studies program in the position of Academic Advisor & Assistant
Director, where I managed recruitment trips and admission and transfer articulation processes and activities.
Since retiring, I’ve realized that the following are crucial: structure and routine, productivity, finding a healthy
work-life balance, getting together with friends, taking naps, exercising, and making the most of my time.
For general studies students who have a curriculum of student electives, I offer this advice:
• Determine your educational goals early. Do you want to focus your coursework on a certain academic subject to
prepare yourself for a specific profession or industry, or is your priority earning a degree as soon as possible at the
least cost, while taking a broad variety of courses that interest you?
• Register early for your classes. You’re not charged until the beginning of the semester, so you’re disadvantaging
yourself by putting it off.
• If you don’t have college math credit, contact your local community college regarding math placement.
• Be resourceful. Search for information on WIU’s website.
• Communicate with your instructors
effectively. When it comes to your
coursework, they are your main
resource.
• Check your WIU email every day.
Even a simple response lets the
sender know they reached you.
It’s the respectful thing to do,
especially if the writer is reaching
out to help you.
• Learning is forever and it’s
something you do for yourself.

BGS Staff
Standing: Deanna Stambaugh, Jeff Hancks,
Renea Creasy, Kathy Artis
Seated: Ron Pettigrew, Marlene Forman,
Larry Pickett

CONGRATULATIONS
TO OUR BGS GRADS!
You make us proud!

Congrats to Our Spring 2018 BGS Graduates!
Dalan Ancrum
Bryndi D. Bair
Makenna Alexandra Barker
Peter J. Berntsen
Jason Albert Dean Boehm
Steven M. Bohannan
Jason M. Bradley
Jasmine D. Branch
Sarah Brockway
Armando Bucio Jr.
Joseph Edward Burkiett
Kristin Campbell
Kevin Lee Chism Jr.
Tracey E. Coppotelli
Jacob Maxwell Crouch
Melissa Ann Dennhardt
Aaron Diggs
Joshua Steven Dubuque
Amanda Fay Dyer
Aaron M. Eisfelder
Mitchell Bruce Ellis
Charnelle May Fara
Rachel M. Farwell
Jared E. Fauque
Jason T. Fix
Nick Fonti

Julie Ann Ford
Jonathon Andrew Friday
Larry J. Fulton
Ricardo A. Garcia
Emmanuel Z. Georgitsis
William M. Hart
John M. Hartley
Ernest A. Hayes Jr.
Rebecca J. Herbig
Tammy S. Hobbs
Michele R. Hocker
David Holgorsen
Kyle David Holgorsen
Cassidy Rose Horsley
Leilani Nichole Alexandria Howell
Nicole L. Hubbs
Melissa Huizenga
Yasmeen Iesha Ivory
Shayna Leigh Kaha
Taylor Lonyé Kimmons
Russell L. Kirkpatrick
Jonathan Benjamin Jarvis Kraus
Kaitlyn Krieg
Joshua A. Law
Dillon W. Lee
Nicole Marie Lindsey

Ayodele Samson Adeshola Makinde Jr.
Angie McCarthy
Steven A. McReynolds
Zachary Alexander Miller
Molly A. Montgomery
Jalen C. Morgan
Lynrick Moxey
Emily Ann Neuman
Abby J. Newman
Ethan G. Nueva
Domenic Steven Pizzuto
Amy C. Pruitt
Justin L. Releford
Sam Reynolds
Natasha Roland
Taylor Kay Schnowske
Rachel Schurke
Marius Arvydas Stalionis
Douglas W. Stewart
Lisa M. Villont
Worden D. Waller
Craig Barry Welch
Ryan Whitcomb
Monique Marie Williams
Tabetha S. Wooten
David R. Youell

IMPORTANT NOTES FROM YOUR ADVISOR
There’s still time to register for summer (2nd four-week session).
Register for fall semester now! Courses are filling quickly.
Continue to monitor STARS course search for new course offerings.

Bachelor of Arts in General Studies Degree Program
Horrabin Hall 6
Western Illinois University
Macomb, IL 61455
(309) 298-1929

www.wiu.edu/bgs

Like us!

