
BGS Program Celebrates 45th Anniversary
The occasion of our 45th anniversary is a time to reflect on our 
progress and expansion through the years and to look toward the 
future and the goals we have yet to attain – always focused on helping 
students realize their goal of earning a bachelor’s degree.

Reaching this milestone also evokes gratitude for the thousands of 
students we’ve had the opportunity to serve. To date, 8,813 students 
have earned their Bachelor of Arts degrees through the BGS Program 
and now belong to WIU’s Alumni Association. We are proud of all we 
have to offer our students and we consider ourselves fortunate to have 
been a part of your educational career.

Students are the heart of what we do every day. Your academic goals 
are our top priority, so we constantly look for ways to better serve you. 
Please email us at bgs@wiu.edu or visit wiu.edu/bgs to share your 
suggestions or comments.

Marlene Forman, MBA
School of Distance Learning,  
  International Studies & Outreach
Western Illinois University
MS-Forman@wiu.edu
Phone: (309) 298-2859

BGS Transitions

WIU Homecoming 2017
September 29-30 

A Storybook Homecoming 
A Tale of Leatherneck Pride

For complete information on Homecoming activities, visit the WIU Alumni web page today!
wiu.edu/alumni/homecoming.php

Introducing Our BGS Staff

Always Here 
For You!

• Bethany Barr

• Christina Reneau

• Renea Creasy

• Kathy Artis

Important Dates
August 18 – Last Day to Submit Readmission 
Application

August 21 – Fall Classes Begin

September 1 – Final Date to Drop Individual 
Class for 100% Refund

September 1 – Last Day 100% Credit Tuition/
Fees, Room/Board for Total Withdrawal

September 4 – Labor Day – University Closed

September 7 – September Bill Emailed

September 10 – Last Day 80% Credit Tuition/
Fees, Room/Board for Total Withdrawal

September 17 – Last Day 70% Credit Tuition/
Fees, Room/Board for Total Withdrawal

September 30 – WIU Homecoming

October 1– Last Day 60% Credit Tuition/Fees, 
Room/Board for Total Withdrawal

October 4 – October Bill Emailed

October 13 – First 8-Week Courses End

October 14 – WIU Family Day

October 15 – Last Day 50% Credit Tuition/Fees, 
Room/Board for Total Withdrawal

October 15 – Deadline for BGS Graduates’ 
Names to Appear in Commencement Program

October 16 – Second 8-Week Courses Begin

October 22 - Last Day 40% Credit Tuition/Fees, 
Room/Board for Total Withdrawal

October 23 – Last Day for Return of Federal 
Student Aid Funds for Total Withdrawal

October 29 – Last Day 30% Credit Tuition/Fees, 
Room/Board for Total Withdrawal

November 8 – November Bill Emailed

November 20-24 – Thanksgiving Break – No 
Classes; University Closed November 23-24

December 5 – December Bill Emailed

December 11-15 – Finals Week

December 16 – Undergraduate & Graduate 
Comencement

mailto:MS-Forman@wiu.edu
http://www.wiu.edu/alumni/homecoming.php


MEET OUR BGS ADVISORS

JENNIFER TIBBITTS – WIU-Macomb
Education: I earned both of my degrees at WIU – a Bachelor of Business in Finance (1984) and a Master of Science in Recreation, Park and 
Tourism Administration (1997). In doing so, I studied as a non-traditional, full-time working adult with two young daughters.

Fun: I enjoy dinners with family and friends, visiting my daughter, her husband, and my granddaughter in Denver, spending time at the Lake 
of the Ozarks, watching movies, and playing with my dog and cats.

Bucket List: Items still on my bucket list are: learning another language, traveling abroad, and living or vacationing in a city downtown area.

Giving Thanks: I would thank my father who died when I was 14. He was patient, easy going, respectful, dedicated, and he always thought 
outside the box.

Advice to Students: Developing your self-awareness is key. Be true to yourself. Check your WIU email at least daily.

RON PETTIGREW – WIU-Macomb
Education: I earned my Bachelor of Arts in International Relations from the University of Southern California, a Master of Divinity in Urban 
Ministry from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, and a Master of Science in College Student Personnel from Western Illinois University. 

Fun: On the most basic level I love eating, sleeping, traveling, and watching TV. On a more meaningful level, I love helping, preaching, 
teaching, and learning from and serving others. My most fun in that regard comes when I sense I am working with and within a community 
where others are concerned and involved in others’ healing, development, or discovery. Opportunities where I get to spend time with family, 
close friends, members of my faith community, or shipmates or other military community I have served with are particularly special. 

Bucket List: I want to go to Alaska and possibly North Dakota—the only two states I have not visited. I would also like to go Africa and 
South America—the two major continents I have not seen. Lastly, I would I love to obtain my diving certification or Ph.D., Ed.D., or ministry 
equivalent.

Giving Thanks: I would thank the Lord that He forgave my sins, loved and died for me on Calvary, and placed all the wonderful people in my life to make me who I 
am and allow me to give back to Him and others.

Advice to Students: It is better to go slow and strong than to take too much and go wrong. In my mind, it is much harder to raise your GPA than lower it. You could 
possibly take more, but I would recommend taking less. 

LARRY PICKETT – WIU-Macomb
Education: I received my Bachelor of Arts in History from Western Kentucky University (1986) and my Master of Science in Education from 
Western Illinois University (2002).

Fun: I enjoy working out and participating in obstacle course races. I also enjoy reading and spending time with my wife, kids (when they are 
around) and dog. I do occasionally like to sample good whiskeys from around the world.

Bucket List: Hike Kilimanjaro Mountain in Tanzania, hang glide, and travel to Eastern Europe to visit the castles and friends my wife and I have 
made as host parents for European Rotary Exchange students.

Giving Thanks: I would thank both my father and my wife. My father, a retired soldier, provided the initial guidance to pursue my college degree 
right out of high school instead of enlisting in the Army. This allowed me to both complete a bachelor's degree and become a commissioned 
Army officer through the ROTC program. This allowed me more travel and leadership opportunities than if I had just enlisted. I would also thank 

my wife, Julie Anne, for her support and encouragement as I pursued a graduate degree while working full time and preparing for various Army deployments and 
training exercises. She kept our family together and ensured that I had a fairly stress-free place to return to from deployments and classes.

Advice to Students: Take your time deciding on what classes and direction you want to head, but once you start moving forward, don't stop. As a nontraditional 
student, it is too easy to say that you have too much on your plate so you will stop taking classes. Once you stop it is harder to re-start, so reduce the class load 
versus stopping all together. 

KENNY WHEELER – WIU-Quad Cities
Education: I earned my Bachelor of Arts from Luther College (2000) in Decorah, Iowa. I completed my Master of Arts degree in Student 
Development from The University of Iowa in 2006.

Fun: Outside of work, I enjoy spending time with my wife and my three girls, Maya, Brooklyn, and Skye. They keep us on our toes but they are 
happy, active kids and we enjoy the energy they bring to our family. My wife and I are co-head coaches for the Pleasant Valley High School 
Girls Track & Field team. Spring 2018 will be our 11th season coaching together and my 18th year overall coaching at the college or high 
school level. I spend most of my time with our sprint and hurdle groups and our long jumpers. In my personal free time, I enjoy running, 
reading, playing golf, and fantasy football.

Bucket List: Three things on my bucket list include visiting New Zealand and Australia, taking a golf trip to the west coast with my college 
roommate, and going to the Olympics with my family.

Giving Thanks: If I were to tell one person "thank you for helping me become the person I am today," it would definitely be my mother and father. For me, it is hard 
to separate one from the other because they have always been in my corner together supporting me, pushing me to go further than I ever thought I could, helping 
me to understand my responsibilities as a citizen, an African-American, a son, a father, and a representative of our larger family. They continue to tell me how proud 
they are, and their values continue to guide me personally and professionally. I am very lucky and blessed to have them as parents.

Advice to Students: The piece of advice I often share with my advisees is to keep an open mind and keep your options open. I often think we limit ourselves to our own 
boundaries or the boundaries that others place on us, and the opportunities that are out there are endless. So, not only does completing their educational goals at WIU 
open doors, but having a creative spirit can lead students to new things that they didn't think were possible. Students have the opportunity to create the future that lies 
ahead, so I encourage them take risks and go where their heart leads them.



IMPORTANT NOTES FROM YOUR ADVISOR

September 1 is the Final Date to Drop an Individual  
Fall Class for 100% Refund

Spring Course Offerings Will be Available on  
STARS During the Month of September

Watch Your WIU Email for Your Early Spring  
Registration Opportunity; Then Contact Your Advisor

Save Time & Money!  Let Your Advisor Help You!

ONLINE MINORS
Minors are not required for BGS but may be possible within your degree plan. 
Course offerings in the following minors are determined each semester by 
college deans and academic program chairpersons.
Accountancy
Anthropology
Business
Computer Mediated Communication
Computer Science Microcomputer 
   Applications
Economics
Finance
Fire Administration
History
Industrial Technology

Management
Marketing
Pre-MBA
Psychology
Religion
Recreation, Park and Tourism 
   Administration
Sociology
Supply Chain Management
Women’s Studies

10 Tips for Distance Learning Success
Starting a distance learning course can be daunting, especially since in many cases students haven’t done any formal education for many years.
With this in mind, here are some useful tips to help you get the most out of your studies, keep motivated and on track with your course, and 
achieve the qualification you need.

Get to Know Your Course Materials
Your course materials and textbooks are designed to give you the basic knowledge and information you need to get through the course, so 
make sure you’re familiar with them. If your textbooks are still in their wrappers, it’s time to get reading…but don’t stick to them exclusively. 
Reading around your chosen subject will give you a greater breadth and depth of knowledge, so extra reading and research can really help your 
studies. A tutor will be able to suggest good resources and will be able to offer you extra advice based on their own experience as well.

Set Aside Time to Study
Organisation is key to succeeding in distance learning, especially if you’re juggling work and family commitments as well. Setting aside 
regular, short bursts of time to spend on your studies is much better than trying to cram in huge amounts of work as deadlines loom. Distance 
learning gives you the flexibility to study at a time that suits you, so make use of it – early in the morning before work or late at night after the 
kids are asleep can be great times to devote to your course work.

Create a Study Space
As well as setting aside time to study, it can be helpful to have a quiet space set aside to help you concentrate on your work. If you can’t 
convert a spare room or a quiet corner into a mini office, it might be more helpful to escape to a local library to help get yourself in the mood 
for studying.

Set Regular Goals
Breaking down your ultimate goal into small, manageable steps is the best way to make regular progress whilst feeling like you’re actually 
achieving something. Your tutor will help you set a timetable which breaks down the course elements, but it can help to break these down 
even further when it all starts to feel like too much.

Cater to Your Learning Style
If you don’t already know it, now is an excellent time to find your learning style and use it to your advantage. Try to convert the topic or subject 
you’re studying into a format that helps you to learn best, whether that’s reading, listening, looking or doing. Speak to your tutor for advice on 
this, as they may be able to point you toward some useful resources.

Boast
Telling your family, friends, colleagues or even your boss about your studies is a great way to stay motivated on your course and get some 
much-needed encouragement and praise as you achieve your goals. Enlisting others to help give you a push can be a good way to ensure you 
study at the times you’ve set aside, and the watchful eye of your boss might help stave off any thoughts of slacking off!

Keep in Touch
Keeping in regular contact with your tutor is essential to staying motivated on your course – if you haven’t spoken to them in  
months, it can be daunting to show up out of the blue with a question. Even if you don’t feel like you need any help, keeping  
in touch can be a good way to stay up to date, pick up extra tips and advice or just make sure that you’re still on the right track.

Find Other Students
Getting in touch with other students in the same course as you can be a great way to swap ideas and make friends and  
can make your course a lot more enjoyable. Forums, social networks, and college workshop days can all be great ways  
to meet up with other people studying the same course as you.

Treat Yourself
All work and no play can make it difficult to succeed in a distance learning course, so don’t be afraid to reward  
yourself for your achievements. Treating yourself for attaining goals will help motivate you and give you a sense of  
progress and achievement, so planning rewards for milestones such as submitting work or completing units can be a  
useful way to keep your spirits high as you study.

Source: Distance Learning College & Training Website, United Kingdom, 2017 
www.dlcandtraining.co.uk/2011/01/10-tips-for-distance-learning-success/

10 Tips forDistance Learning  Success

http://www.dlcandtraining.co.uk/2011/01/10-tips-for-distance-learning-success/


The UNIV 490 Career Internship is an option for juniors or seniors with a minimum GPA of 2.0 to gain 
supervised, practical work experience (either paid or unpaid) in a career-related setting. One semester hour equals 
40 internship work hours, and you may earn from two to twelve semester hours. It is offered every semester.

For more information about UNIV 490, contact your Academic Advisor or Ms. Marlene Forman, Internship 
Coordinator, at MS-Forman@wiu.edu.

Bachelor of Arts in General Studies Degree Program
Horrabin Hall 6
Western Illinois University
Macomb, IL 61455
(309) 298-1929 wiu.edu/bgs

Like us!WIN A WIU PURPLE T-SHIRT!
The first currently-registered BGS student to email me at MS-Forman@wiu.edu with the subject 
line “HAPPY 45th, BGS!” wins a T-shirt. Tell me your WIU ID number, your mailing address, 
and shirt size (S through XL), and we’ll send it to you! Then, please send me a photo of yourself 
wearing your T-shirt and I’ll post it on our BGS Facebook page.

Would You Like Help With Your Resume?  
Contact WIU’s Career Development Center

Career Development Center
Memorial Hall 125
1 University Circle
Macomb, IL 61455

Email: careers@wiu.edu
Phone: (309) 298-1838
wiu.edu/student_services/career_development_center/

Happy 
Fall Semester

Juniors & Seniors: Are You Interested in 
Earning Credit While Doing an Internship?

    RESOURCES

BGS ESSENTIAL RESOURCES

Student Resources

STARS COURSE LOOK UP –  

SPRING COURSES COMING SOON

Course Search

CAREER DEVELOPMENT CENTER

Student Services

UNIV 490 CAREER INTERNSHIP

Application Form

Course Syllabus
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