
 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

August 1 - Summer Grades Available 

August 7 - August Bill Emailed 

August 14 - Summer 2018 Degrees Conferred 

August 20 -  Fall Classes Begin 

August 31 - Last day 100% Credit Tuition/Fees, Room/Board for 

Total withdrawal; Last Day to Waive Health Insurance 

September 3 - Labor Day Holiday -  University Closed 

September 6 - September Bill Emailed 

September 9 - Last Day 80% Credit Tuition/Fees, Room/Board 

for Total Withdrawal 

September 15 - Family Day 

September 16 - Last Day 70% Credit Tuition/Fees, Room/Board 

for Total Withdrawal 

September 29-30 - Homecoming 

September 30 - Last Day 60% Credit Tuition/Fees, Room/Board 

for Total Withdrawal 

October 3 - October Bill Emailed 

October 12 - First 8-Week Courses End; Fall Break - No Classes 

October 14 - Last Day 50% Credit Tuition/Fees, Room/Board for 

Total Withdrawal 

October 15 - Second 8-Week Courses Begin 

October 16 - Early Warning Reports; Notices Emailed to 

Students 

October 19 - Graduation Applications Due for Names to Appear 

in Fall  Commencement Program 

October 21 - Last Day 40% Credit Tuition/Fees, Room/Board for 

Total Withdrawal 

October 27 - Dad’s Weekend 

October 28 - Last Day 30% Credit Tuition/Fees, Room/Board for 

Total Withdrawal;  Last Day to Drop Classes or Withdraw from 

University 

November 1-16 - Spring Advance Registration by Appointment 

November 7 - November Bill Emailed 

November 19-23 - Thanksgiving Break - No Classes; November 

22-23 - University Closed 

December 10-14 - Finals Week 

December 15 - Graduate & Undergraduate Commencement 

Ceremonies (WIU-Macomb) 

 

Highlights & High Fives >>>
We’re set to begin another school year and can’t wait to get started! 

 

Nothing beats the excitement of a new semester and school year, unless it’s 

looking back with pride and satisfaction at the past year’s achievements.  

2017-18 was filled with highlights!  To date, 8,990 graduates have earned 

Bachelor of Arts in General Studies degrees. Of those, 222 earned BGS 

degrees in the past year.  

 

One exciting change is that, effective July 1st, we are the School of Global 

Education and Outreach. Our new name better reflects our broader 

involvement with global learning and international initiatives, including 

educational experiences to support the growth, development, and success of 

students of all ages. 

 

Amanda Behymer (Chief Clerk, Distance Education Testing Center) and 

Deanna Stambaugh (Admissions/Records Officer, Distance Education 

Support) joined our staff.  Forty UNIV 490 interns received on-the-job 

training and guidance while earning course credits.  Alumni and staff 

enjoyed time together during the BOG/BOT/BGS reunion activities in 

June. 

 

In July, we welcomed Michele Aurand to the BGS Team as Associate 

Director. Michele has been employed at WIU for 19 years. Most recently, 

she was an academic advisor in the Centennial Honors College.  Get to 

know Michele by reading about her on page 2. 

 

If you know someone interested in earning a bachelor of arts degree - either 

online or through a combination of online and traditional classes - tell them 

about WIU’s Bachelor of Arts in General Studies degree program.  Find us 

on the web at wiu.edu/bgs and on the BGS Facebook page.  Our staff and 

advisors stand ready to answer your questions and provide guidance. 

 

Marlene Forman, MBA 

School of Global Education & Outreach 

Western Illinois University 

Email: MS-Forman@wiu.edu 

Phone: 309-298-2859  

             

 

  

Here’s how you can reach BGS staff:  

Phone: 309-298-1929 

Email: BGS@wiu.edu 

Website: http://www.wiu.edu/bgs 
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BGS Student 

Resources… 
 

 6-Step Checklist  
 Course Search  
 UNIV 490 Career Internship 

 Application Form 

 Course Syllabus 
 Career Development Center 

 

http://www.wiu.edu/bgs
https://www.facebook.com/WIU.GeneralStudies/
mailto:MS-Forman@wiu.edu
mailto:MS-Forman@wiu.edu
mailto:BGS@wiu.edu
http://www.wiu.edu/bgs
http://www.wiu.edu/global_education/bgs/orientation.php
http://www.wiu.edu/registrar/courses.php
http://www.wiu.edu/registrar/courses.php
http://www.wiu.edu/global_education/bgs/options.php
http://www.wiu.edu/global_education/bgs/options.php
http://www.wiu.edu/global_education/bgs/docs/UNIV_490_Internship_Application_Training_Schedule_FILLABLE.pdf
http://www.wiu.edu/global_education/bgs/docs/UNIV_490_BGS_SYLLABUS_2018.pdf
http://www.wiu.edu/student_services/career_development_center/


 

  

 
 

 

What is your educational background? 
I grew up in Dixon, Illinois, and graduated from Dixon High School. I 

then attended Illinois Wesleyan University in Bloomington, Illinois, for 

a year and a half before transferring to Augustana College in Rock 

Island, Illinois. I graduated from Augie with a Bachelor of Arts degree 

in Communication. When I was hired at WIU in 2001, I knew I wanted 

to start working on a master's degree in Counseling. In  2004, I began 

working on a Master of Science in Education degree and completed it 

in 2008. A few years later, I began working on a second master's 

degree in Recreation, Park, and Tourism Administration part time - 

just for fun! I completed my Master of Science degree in 2017. I hope 

to one day work on a doctoral degree in higher education 

administration or something similar. 

What inspires you, and how do you inspire others? 
What truly inspires me are people who are giving, kind, and compassionate.  

Recognizing when someone needs your help and doing what you can to make their life a little better really warms  

my heart. It makes me want to do good in the world and be a better person. I try to inspire others by believing in them, helping 

them to see their potential when they can't, and then cheering them on until they reach their goals. So often we don't see in 

ourselves what others see in us, so I do my best to show others the amazing qualities they possess.  

 

Do you have any hobbies? 
Yes, my hobbies include reading (books, magazines, news articles), listening (audiobooks, podcasts, music), and watching (crime 

dramas, bad reality television, movies - any but horror). I love, love, LOVE to travel. I have been all over the world, but I feel like the 

more I travel, the more I realize how little I have seen in this world. Some of my favorite spots would be Hawaii, England, and 

Ireland. I recently visited Barcelona for work, which was such an amazing experience. I also took a road trip this summer visiting 10 

different states spanning 4,000 miles in 15 days. It was pretty awesome! I also enjoy hiking and kayaking, and I'd love to learn to 

paddleboard.  

What are two of the most important pieces of advice you give your students? 
The two most important pieces of advice that I give to students would be: 1) get to know your professors, and 2) study abroad! In 

terms of getting to know their professors, I think students often are nervous to reach out to their professors if they find 

themselves struggling in a class or if they need more clarification or help. More often than not, their professor is willing to work 

with them to best understand the course material. They appreciate when students shoot them an email or visit with them during 

office hours. They want to see you succeed just as much as I do, so get to know them, find out they are real people, and let them 

help you. They can be excellent people to write letters of recommendation or to help you network in a career field you are 

considering, so helping them get to know you better just helps you in the long run. And with studying abroad, this is probably the 

only time in your entire life when you will be able to gain an international experience for such a low cost. Not only will it be 

exciting, interesting, and fun, but you will learn much about the world in which we live. Learning about cultures and people who 

are different from ourselves helps us grow and become more well-rounded versions of ourselves. 

 

If you could be a super hero, who would you be and why? 
If I could be any superhero, I would probably choose Wonder Woman. I'm not much of a comic book/super hero person, so I don't 

have a lot of knowledge of the specific characters, but she seems like a very strong, fearless, independent warrior, and I love to 

see a powerful woman role model gracing our screens. If I could have one super power, it would definitely be flying. I often have 

dreams where I fly, and in those dreams, it is exhilarating and wonderful...I would love to be able to do that in my real life! Maybe I 

should have chosen Super Girl then...she flies, right?  
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Andy  

Heimendinger 

IMEG Engineering 

Corporation 

Joy Hyacinthe 

Lake Valley Camp 

Rondaia Moore 

University of Illinois 

Extension 

Debbie Claeys 

WIU-Quad Cities 

School of Engineering 



 

  

 

 Learn how to meet multiple requirements 

with one class 

 Discuss possible minors 

 Ask about your degree completion 

options: 

 Proficiency exams 

 Career internships 

 Community college courses 

 Discuss graduation plans 

 Find out about course prerequites 

 Consider grad school and/or your career 

interests 

 Ask about courses you are transferring to 

WIU 

BGS 
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Minors are not required for BGS but may be possible within  

your degree plan. Course offerings in the following minors are 

determined each semester by college deans and academic 

program chairpersons. 

 
 Accountancy 

 Anthropology 

 Business 

 Computer Mediated 

Communication 

 Computer Science 

Microcomputer Applications 

 Economics 

 Finance 

 Fire Administration 

 Geographic Information 

Systems 

 Geography 

 History 

 Industrial Technology 

 Instructional Design 

 

 Law Enforcement and 

Justice Administration 

 Management 

 Marketing  

 Political Science 

 Pre-MBA 

 Psychology 

 Recreation, Park and 

Tourism Administration 

 Religion 

 Sociology 

 Supply Chain 

Management 

 Teaching English to 

Speakers of Other 

Languages 

 Women’s Studies 
 

Contact Your Advisor Now! 

 

Congratulations to our 
Summer 2018 Graduates! 

 

 

 

BGS Advisors: 

Michele Aurand  MJ-Aurand@wiu.edu 

Ron Pettigrew  R-Pettigrew@wiu.edu 

Larry Pickett  LH-Pickett@wiu.edu 

 

Request to add a Minor Form 

mailto:MJ-Aurand@wiu.edu
mailto:R-Pettigrew@wiu.edu
mailto:R-Pettigrew@wiu.edu
mailto:LH-Pickett@wiu.edu
http://www.wiu.edu/global_education/bgs/docs/request_to_add_minor.pdf


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Austin Community College, TX 
Black Hawk College 
Carl Sandburg College 
Coastline Community College, CA 
College of DuPage 
College of Lake County 
Danville Area Community College 
Eastern Iowa Community College District 
Elgin Community College 
Frontier Community College 
Harold Washington College 
Harper College 
Heartland Community College 
Highland Community College 
Illinois Central College 
Illinois Eastern Community Colleges 
Illinois Valley Community College 
John A. Logan College 
John Wood Community College 
Joliet Junior College 
Kankakee Community College 
Kaskaskia College 
Kennedy-King College 
Kishwaukee College 
 
 

Lake Land College 
Lewis and Clark Community College 
Lincoln Land Community College 
Lincoln Trail College 
Malcolm X College 
McHenry County College 
Moraine Valley Community College 
Oakton Community College 
Olive-Harvey College 
Olney Central College 
Palmer College of  Chiropractic, CA, FL & IA 
Parkland College 
Rend Lake College 
Richland Community College 
Rock Valley College 
Sauk Valley Community College 
Southeastern Community College, IA 
Southeastern Illinois College 
Southwestern Illinois College 
Spoon River College 
Wabash Valley College 
Waubonsee Community College 
Western Iowa Tech Community College, IA 
Wilbur Wright College 

You’re invited to join us for  
HOMECOMING 2018! 

To view the tentative schedule vist: 
wiu.edu/alumni/homecoming.php 

Bachelor of Arts in General Studies News 

Horrabin Hall 6 

Western Illinois Unitversity 

Macomb, IL 61455 

Like us on Facebook 

 
 

 

Did you know WIU’s BGS Program Partners with Community Colleges and Corporations? 
The Bachelor of Arts in General Studies degree program has agreements with the community colleges listed below. We 

provide for our students a wide range of opportunities to complete a bachelor’s degree. Students residing in Iowa, 

Missouri, and Wisconsin are assessed the in-state tuition rate. 

 
We are also proud of our partnership with a local corporation, Dot Foods, Inc., of Mt. Sterling, Illinois.  Visit WIU 

Undergraduate Admissions for more information. 

 

Thanks a million to our 

generous and faithful 

donors whose monthly 

gifts provide financial 

assistance to the current 

BGS students. To each 

of  our donors, we 

recognize your charitable 

spirit and say… 

THANK YOU! 

http://www.wiu.edu/alumni/homecoming.php
https://www.facebook.com/WIU.GeneralStudies/
http://www.wiu.edu/student_services/undergraduate_admissions/prospective/
http://www.wiu.edu/student_services/undergraduate_admissions/prospective/

