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All 66 undergraduate and all 37 graduate programs at Western Illinois University are important and essential to WIU’s institutional mission, and all are designed to educate students for the 21st century.  However, in order to position WIU among our competitors and to attract the best students we must identify what sets WIU apart from similar institutions.  Therefore, deans, chairpersons, school directors, and faculty are encouraged to identify academic degree programs that can be designated as “signature” programs, those that clearly give WIU a competitive advantage.  Identifying signature academic programs will help WIU attract the best students in the future, as we continue to recruit students to both campuses.

Four years ago, signature academic programs were identified, and now it is time to revisit and revise the list of signature programs.  Through the revision process, academic departments and schools are encouraged to prepare and submit applications for undergraduate degree programs that are worthy to be designated as signature programs.  Please note that all currently identified signature programs must submit an application in order to maintain the signature status.  The criteria for consideration are listed below.  When preparing an application for signature program status, please refer to as many of the criteria as possible for maximum consideration.  However, all submissions should be no more than five typed pages, plus any supporting documentation.

1. Uniqueness of the program in the state, region, and nation.

2. The prestige of the program, which is determined by the scholarly/professional activity of the faculty, national recognition of the program, status of the universities for its peer programs, and other honors earned by the program.

3. The accreditation status of the program.

4. The number of majors and graduates in the last five years. (consideration for increasing numbers)

5. The SCH production in the last five years and whether the number is increasing.

6. The percentage of honors students who are majors or minors in the program.

7. The number/percentage of students who attend graduate school immediately upon completion of the program, and the quality of the graduate programs to which they are admitted.

8. Whether a licensure examination is required of students and the passage rate for students.
9. If multiple audiences are being served at multiple venues.

10. Strength of the corporate and/or agency demand to employ the graduates, and the success of the graduates in career advancement.

11. Number/kinds of internship opportunities with potential employers.

12. Number/kinds of outreach activities/services to the immediate community and region.

13. Number of faculty teaching honors courses.
14. Other items that bring distinction to the program.
The application process for designation as an academic signature program at Western Illinois University is limited to undergraduate degree programs.
The application/requests should be submitted to the dean by the chairperson/director along with the information for the Consolidated Annual Budget Report.  The deans and the provost will review the application/requests and an announcement will be made during the provost’s annual budget presentation in April.  Please refer to the Provost’s web page (http://www.wiu.edu/provost), then hold your mouse over Forms on the left-hand side of the screen, and click on Consolidated Annual Report.  Then click on Signature Program Application to access the application.
