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SPED 622/624 Action Research in Education 
and Action Research Project
     The purpose of this document is to outline the process and requirements of SPED 622 and 624, the capstone experience for the WIU special education graduate program.  Action research is a valuable but demanding process. In order for you to complete the requirements for a graduate degree in special education at WIU, it will be important for you to be aware of the demands of SPED 622/624 and to be respectful of the timelines and activities described in this document.   In addition to the outline of information and activities provided on these pages, students are directed to read the syllabus provided in each course.  It is the student’s responsibility to be familiar with this document and with the syllabus of each of these courses. 

SPED 622 activities:

The following products must be successfully completed by the due date identified in the syllabus in order to register for SPED 624. Please note that each professor will make additional assignments that are noted in the course syllabus. 
Due dates

________
     1. Successfully review Research Access Strategies and Human Subjects in Research Requirements/ IRB requirements. 

________
     2. Successfully Complete Protecting Human Research Participants training and bring a copy of the certificate to the instructor.

________    3. After reading at least 10 articles related to your area of interest, summarize what you have learned in an Annotated Resource List in APA format. See syllabus for specific annotation content.

________   4.  Turn in a polished draft of the first chapter of your action research project.

________   5. Turn in a polished draft of the literature review (the second chapter of the project).

_______   6. Turn in a polished draft of the third chapter of your action research project that clearly addresses:

              *Your research questions 



* Your plan of action (methodology)


* Your data collection sources and methods

  
* Your data analysis methodologies 
________ 7. Turn in polished draft of all appendixes (e.g. surveys, questionnaires, etc.) 

________ 8. Present your proposal to the class. 

Students are welcome to speak with the 622 professor about people they would like to have on their committee but         all will be decided before 624.
Steps in the SPED 624 Process:  Please note that some activities must be completed prior to registration.  Also, please keep in mind that the syllabus may include additional activities and expectations.
Due dates

________ 1. Contact the professor for permission to register. (For Spring 2010, contact Dr. Healy)

________ 2. Meet with the Action Research Chair (professor of 622/624) assigned to you (For Spring 2010, Dr. Healy and Dr. Meloy) to discuss aspects of the project that need attention prior to implementation.

________ 3. Register for the course.

4. Meet with the Chairperson and/or committee as directed through the planning and implementation of the project. The final product is due by the end of the second week in April. Changes to the paper at that point, should be very minimal. At that point, the Chairperson will turn over the papers to other committee members for feedback.   Failure to complete the project and the paper by the due date may result in a grade of “Incomplete” for the course and the expectation of completion in the following fall semester. Papers will not be reviewed over the summer.  Please keep this in mind for graduation purposes. 

________ 5. Complete the written document of the project and file with the Library, after committee approval.

________ 6. Present to the faculty (the order of 5 and 6 may be reversed). 

Notes to students:

1. Keep in mind that it is your responsibility to understand project requirements and to meet the assigned deadlines. Failure to meet deadlines may well result in a later degree completion date that you would like. The strict adherence to deadlines is not intended to be punitive but as a protection for both you and your committee members.  Projects that are hurried tend to be inferior and do not represent our students, department, or institution well. People really will read the copy of the project you submit to the Library.  
2. Although the graduate program does allow students to transfer in 6 semester hours from other accredited institutions, both SPED 622 and SPED 624 must be completed at WIU. 

3. Stay in touch with your Action Research Chairperson.   It is wise to ask for help and/or permission prior to taking any action.   The timeline for implementing the Action Research Project is quite tight. It is critical to follow the process approved by the project Chair. 
4. Life events occasionally interfere with coursework. If you know of a planned event that may make it difficult for you to complete the action research project in the time allotted, it may be wise to consider taking SPED 624 during a different semester. 
Adopted by Special Education faculty 12/12/2008.











