WIU SUAA Board Meeting Minutes

Thursday, May 7, 2015
Wesley United Methodist Church
Present: Callison, Farr (substituting for Rupert), Fulkerson, Hedblade, Helmers, Gilbert, Jones, Lucas, McLean, Nelson, Pano, Pledge, Thompson, and Werling. 
Lucas called the meeting to order at about 10:08 a.m. 

Minutes: Minutes of the April 2, 2015, board meeting were approved. Gilbert/Thompson. The next meeting will be 10:00 a.m. Thursday, June 4, 2015, at Wesley United Methodist Church.
Treasurer’s Report:  The treasurer’s report for January 1, 2015, to April 30, 2015, was approved. Fulkerson/Nelson.   
Announcements:  Lucas reviewed plans for the chapter’s annual dinner meeting 5-12-15. Boar d members learned attendance at the dinner might be smaller than last year and that Linda Farr would make a human resources report to those attending.


McLean with Lucas, Jones and Pano reported on a state regional SUAA meeting in Springfield 4-13-15 at which proposed new statewide SUAA bylaws were examined. He noted attendance at the meeting was small and that the four from the WIU chapter raised most of the questions. The questions concerned proposed provisions touching such matters as qualifications required of candidates for statewide SUAA offices, number of signatures required on recall petitions, fusion of secretary and treasurer functions into a single statewide office, number of signatures required on petitions to amend the bylaws, frequency of audits, and the dollar threshold above which the statewide executive committee would be required to approve SUAA contracts.


Also Lucas announced chapter finances would be audited the year.

Pano noted no minutes of the state SUAA executive committee meetings had been posted since February and that some SUAA members have received junk mail from companies that may have been advised to contact them. He suggested asking that these matters be put on the agenda for the mid-June annual statewide SUAA meeting.   
Membership Report: Jones reported that neither she nor co-chair Helmers had received membership information from the state SUAA office since February. In fact, she said, a recent query by Helmers to the state office had gone unanswered. Chapter membership stood at 702 in February.
S.A.T. Report: Hedblade reported the deaths of Max C. Foster in April, Lillie M. Graham in May, and Victor J. Rich in March. 
Human Resources Update:  Farr reported HR is in a benefits-choice period. She said a second benefits-choice period may be necessary after a union contract is signed. She said meetings at the Quad Cities and Macomb campuses drew large turn-outs, and noted that the choice period for those covered by United Health Care will be in October.
Legislative Report:  Pano reported recent court action on pensions in other states has reflected pension issues in Illinois. The Arizona Supreme Court last year struck down a state law that cut pensions and pension benefit increases. The Oregon Supreme Court ruled in April state lawmakers there could not cut cost-of-living adjustments to pension benefits. The New Jersey Supreme Court agreed in April to review a lower court ruling that the governor could not scale back state contributions to a state workers’ pension system.  A New Orleans judge ruled in May the city’s mayor could no longer delay paying into a city worker’s pension fund. Pano alluded to all four. (The Illinois Supreme Court ruled 5-8-15 that Illinois’ Pension Reform Act of late 2013 was invalid because it impaired pensions in violation of the constitution’s pension–protection clause when, among other steps, it rolled back cost-of-living adjustments.)

Also, Pano noted opposition to new Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner’s budget proposal was being voiced by fellow Republicans and by the Civic Federation of Chicago, which criticized the proposed budget for being based on projected savings that were not achievable or prudent.  

Publications Report:  No report.
Foundation Report: No report.

Technology Report: No report.

UPI Update: No report.  
New Business: None.
Adjournment at 11:30 a.m.  Pledge/Jones.
Deckle McLean

