
SUAA Board Minutes

December 7, 2023


(Zoom meeting)


Members present:  Barker, Blackledge, Brown, Dallinger, Farr, Jones, McLean, Melz-
Jennings, Pano, Werling


President McLean called the meeting to order at 10 a.m.


November minutes are not available for approval.


Treasurer Melz-Jennings submitted the treasurer’s report for November, 2023.  
Approved as amended – Werling/Farr


Marcia Blackledge, survivor’s assistance, reported no deaths last month.


Linda Farr, membership reported a decline in chapter membership from 548 as of June 
1st to 487 now.  The state SUAA office informs us that there are 135 lapsed members 
(some of whom are deceased).  Linda will contact these by postcard.  McLean reported 
that WIU-TV is creating a promotional video.


McLean reported that the most statement of SUAA legislative goals has been posted 
on the State SUAA website.  Brian Soady has been hired as the new executive director, 
replacing Linda Brookhart who is retiring at the end of December. 


Judy Dallinger, social activities, confirmed the date for the Snow Bunny Luncheon – 12 
noon, Tuesday, February 6th (with a snow date the following Tuesday) at Wesley 
Church  Our chapter is providing turkey and stuffing.  Members attending should bring 
a salad, side dish, or desert.  Bonnie Barker, publications, says that an invitation will be 
mailed to members in January with a request for an RSVP to Dallinger.


Judy Brown, SUAA foundation, reported that four $1000 scholarships have been 
awarded to relatives of SUAA members.  Lisa plans to apply for a $1000 professional 
development scholarship to attend a conference.


Nick Pano,Legislative report:

	 The General Assembly is currently adjourned.  A state primary election will be 
held on March 16, 2024.  Local representatives Norine Hammond and Dan Swanson 
are running for reelection.  Eight of 23 Senate seats and 52 of 118 House seats are not 
being contested.

	 Based on the restoration of a sound financial position in Illinois, the three major 
credit rating companies have upgraded the status of Illinois bonds to good (from near 
junk).  As a consequence, Governor Pritzker’s name is mentioned as a potential 
Democratic candidate for president.  Illinois has rising needs in the area of social 
services, particularly for asylum seekers in some cities, and to pay for deferred and 
vital maintenance in the prison system.




Patty Jones, who serves as one of three public members of a WIU library advisory 
committee, reported concerns about a shortage of staff over the past year and the 
necessity of paying overtime to keep the library open on Saturdays.  Her committee 
has made these concerns known to the Board of Trustees and others in the 
administration,

	 

No report from net-working or technology.


No old or new business.


There will be no meeting in January 2024.  The next zoom meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, Feb. 1, 2024.


The meeting was adjourned at 11 a.m. – Dallinger/Pano.


Respectfully submitted,

Dennis Werling (ad hoc secretary)



