WIU SUAA Board Meeting Minutes

Thursday, November 6, 2014
Wesley United Methodist Church
Present: Belles, Callison, Fulkerson, Gilbert, Hedblade, Helmers, Jones, McLaughlin, McLean, Nelson, Pano, Thompson, Werling. 
Before the start of the meeting the board congratulated Nick Pano, chapter legislative co-chair, for an award recently presented to him by the president of Albania. Chapter social chair Charlene Callison had a cake in Albanian colors awaiting Pano when he walked in the door. Pano received the Honor Medal of the Republic of Albania September 28 in New York City. He is a specialist in Albanian history and politics, and has worked on behalf of democratic development in that country.

Thompson called the meeting to order at about 10:00 a.m. 

Minutes: Minutes of the October 2, 2014, board meeting were accepted. Gilbert/Helmers.  The next board meeting will be Thursday, December 4, 2014, at Wesley United Methodist Church. 
Treasurer’s Report:  No Report.  
Announcements:  The fall statewide SUAA Board of Directors meeting in Normal, IL, October 29, 2014, was reviewed by chapter board members who attended it. The statewide board voted to increase state SUAA’s portion of dues by $2. The state office’s share will rise to $33. This would have pushed total dues for WIU SUAA members to $44; however, chapter board members voted subsequent to the meeting to lower local dues by $2 so that the total dues for chapter members will remain $42 despite the increase for the state office. Chapter board members anticipate an additional increase of $1 at the state level next year, and will review chapter finances then to determine what action to take. Thompson and Helmers reminded the board that the 47 current-employee chapter members using dues-deduct will have to sign a new dues-deduct form. Retirees on dues-deduct will not have to do so. Thompson will see to notifying SURS, WIU Human Resources, SUAA, and chapter members of the increase and the chapter’s response to it.
Membership Report: Jones and Helmers reported the chapter’s membership was 696.  Pano noted it was announced at the October 29 statewide SUAA board meeting that statewide membership has risen above 16,000.
S.A.T. Report: Hedblade reported the deaths Carol Horrell (October 17), Edward Kurjack (August 2), Hayden Mac Cooper (October 7), and Jerry Markley (October 5).

Human Resources Update:  No report.

Legislative Report: Pano noted the outcome of the Tuesday November 4 election was that Republican Bruce Rauner will replace Democrat Pat Quinn in the governor’s office but that Democrats retained super-majorities in both the House and Senate. The House will have 71 Democrats to 47 Republicans – a super-majority of one. The Senate will have 39 Democrats to 20 Republicans – a loss of one previously Democratic seat to a Republican. Pano said it appears none of the legislative races will be contested.  Pano added that all referenda on the ballot passed, including an advisory measure calling for an increase in the minimum wage. He said the current governor has indicated he intends to bring a minimum wage raise before the legislature during the upcoming lame duck session. Pano noted Democratic leadership might decide to bring the matter before the new legislature, let the new governor veto it, and then override the veto.  Pano said Democratic leadership is expected also to confront the new governor on extension of the income tax increase. 


Pano reported that the SUAA Legal Fund currently held only slightly more than $6000.  As of the end of October contributions to the fund had reached over $389,000 but over $381,000 had been spent. Pano noted that November 20 the Illinois Circuit Court in Springfield, which is handling the challenge to state pension reform legislation, will hear the state’s contention that its sovereign powers entitle it to override the state constitution’s pension-protection clause during a time of fiscal crisis. If the judge does not dismiss this contention as without merit, the matter will be litigated in Circuit Court or appealed to the state Supreme Court at great expense, putting further demands on the SUAA Legal Fund.


Pano also noted attorneys representing organizations involved in the successful challenge to state retiree health insurance premiums may be able to recover lawyers’ fees from the pool of funds now to be returned to retirees. The matter is unresolved.  


Pano said a Higher Education Legislative Caucus has been formed and will bear watching.

Publications Report:  Belles said board members should expect deadlines in December for the next chapter newsletter, which will be distributed in mid-January.

Foundations Report:  Thompson read a note from Foundation Director Mike Pledge indicating the statewide SUAA Foundation had approved a payment of $3000 to the state SUAA office for secretarial services and a payment of $2200 for an audit of the Foundation. 
Technology Report: No report.

UPI Update: No report.

New Business: Callison noted Lane Evans had died. Evans represented Macomb in Congress as Illinois 17th district representative. He was first elected in 1982 and served through 2006. He was 63. 
Adjournment at about 11:15 a.m.  Helmers/Hedblade.
