WIU SUAA Board Meeting Minutes

Thursday, September 4, 2014
Wesley United Methodist Church
Present: Belles, Callison, Fulkerson, Gilbert, Hedblade, Helmers, Lucas, McLaughlin, McLean, Nelson, Pano, Werling, Yunker. 
Lucas called the meeting to order at about 10:00 a.m. 

Minutes: Approval of the minutes of the August 7, 2014, board meeting was postponed to the October meeting. The next meeting will be Thursday, October 2, 2014, at Wesley United Methodist Church.
Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer’s report was accepted. Gilbert/Nelson.   
Announcements: Lucas announced the fall statewide SUAA meeting would be held at Illinois State University, Bloomington-Normal, October 29. Five board members indicated they were likely to attend. The chapter’s annual fall luncheon will be Tuesday, October 14, at noon at Wesley United Methodist Church.  
Membership Report: Helmers reported chapter membership was 701 at the end of July. She said statewide SUAA membership was down by 18.  She noted chapter membership chairs would set up a table to distribute SUAA materials at upcoming flu clinic and insurance meetings on campus.

S.A.T. Report: Hedblade reported the deaths of Mary Byers (December), Joni Shumate (February), Robert Cokel (March), James Schaedel (March), Rene Raatjes (June), and Eric Stiffler (August).
Human Resources Update: No report.

Legislative Report: Pano said the SUAA legal fund to support court action against last winter’s pension reform act currently held about $304,000. He said 103 WIU SUAA chapter members had contributed a total of $15,682. (A recent letter to SURS annuitants from the current SUAA president indicated SUAA would need two, three, or four times $290,000 in order to cover accumulating costs of the suit.) Pano noted the battleground on pensions is now in the courts.

Regarding the November election, Pano said Democrats were expected to retain control of the Illinois House and Senate although they might lose seats. He said the close statewide races were for governor and state treasurer. He said current polls indicate Rauner led Quinn by seven percentage point for governor.  The treasurer contest pits Democrat Mike Frerichs, state senator, against Republican Tom Cross, state representative and former House minority leader.


Pano noted that the ballot will include several advisory referenda apparently intended to bring out Democratic voters in the Chicago area.


At the close of the legislative report, the board approved a motion of pay Wesley United Methodist Church $50 in appreciation for the use of a room for an open meeting 1:30 p.m. September 18 with Representative Norine Hammond and Senator John Sullivan. Nelson/McLaughlin.
Publications Report:  Belles reported he had most of what he needed for the next chapter Newsletter. He said he would try to include a note heralding the September 18 chapter meeting with state representatives.

Foundations Report: No report.

Technology Report: No report.

UPI Update: No report.

New Business: Board members briefly discussed suggestions the board may relay to the state SUAA office for streamlining billings and requests for donations.

Adjournment at 10:55 a.m.  Belles/Yunker.

