
Understanding Your Award Letter
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Your Estimated Direct Cost 



Your Financial Aid



Your Financial Aid

Gift Aid: Grant and Scholarships that do not have to be paid back.

Loans: Funds that are borrowed for education expenses and MUST BE paid back.



Estimated Out of Pocket Cost

Student Health Insurance is required for all students who are taking 9 semester hours or more of 
on-campus classes. The amount you will be charged each semester for student health insurance 
will be $795. You may request that health insurance be waived by submitting a waiver form 
online at wiu.edu/studentinsurance. The waiver can be completed 48 hours after registration and 
must be completed by the 10th day of class.
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Estimated Indirect Cost

Books are not a direct cost to the college – they will not be included on your WIU bill. Be prepared to pay out-
of-pocket for books. If you have been awarded a book award a line of credit will be made available for use 
through the University Union Bookstore for the purchase of textbooks. You will be notified via email when the 
credit is available to use. The average cost of textbooks is approximately $400 - $500 per semester.

Leatherneck Book Award $600        $600           $1200 



Next Steps

If you plan to accept Federal Direct Loans you will need to do the following:

1) Sign your Master Promissory Note (MPN) at studentloans.gov, and
2) Complete Student Entrance Counseling at studentloans.gov.

Both must be completed prior to disbursement of funds. 

If you do not plan to accept Federal Direct Loans you may cancel loans awarded to you by 
logging into STARS or by emailing the financial aid office at financial-aid@wiu.edu.



Important Information

(1) State of Illinois MAP Grant is based on 15 semester 
hours of attendance. Enrollment in less than 15 
hours will result in a pro-rated award. MAP is a 
tuition and fee specific award and cannot exceed 
actual tuition and fee charges.

(2) Federal Pell Grant is based on 12 semester hours of 
attendance. Enrollment in less than 12 hours will 
result in a reduced award. 

(3) Student Employment job listing will be posted 
online at wiu.edu/studentmployment beginning 
August 1st. 

(4) Satisfactory Academic Progress standards are 
required and guided by federal regulations to help 
you graduate. To receive financial aid students must 
maintain standards or risk losing financial aid 
eligibility.
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ÅLess than full time enrollment can 
impact your financial aid.
ÅActual direct costs may be different 

than the estimates.
ÅYou may calculate expenses using 

the Cost Estimator at 
wiu.edu/costestimator.



Ex. 2020-21 FAFSA use 2018 taxes



Priority Processing Deadline is July 1st to ensure 
aid is in place prior to start of school.



THANK YOU!


