ACTTT

Accessing the K-2 Curriculum Through Technology Tools: An Integrated Approach to Learning

Virtual Critter Safari (2)

Focus Areas
Language Arts, Science, and
Technology

Time Needed for Activity

90 minutes

Software and Equipment
Internet access to
http://yahooligans.yahoo.com

Word processing application
in which a table can be
created and images imported

Overall Objective

Children will use a series of clues to arrive at a final conclusion.
They will search the Yahooligans website and respond to clues
by importing images into a document. Children will recognize
the potential for multiple answers to each clue.

Activity Description

Prior to the activity, create a table in a word processed document
that contains a series of clues. Using a table provides a
corresponding and specific place for the children to respond to
each clue. Each clue should include the previous clue and add an
additional requirement. There is an example of a table containing
clues and blank cells for adding images at the end of this activity.

The children should be familiar with both a word processing
application and using the Internet. During this activity, they will
have a word processing application and an Internet browser open
on their desktop. The children may need time to practice
accessing first one and then the other.

Launch the Internet browser and type the Yahooligans address
(yahooligans.yahoo.com) to open that website. Direct the
children to the table that contains the clues for the animals they
will be “hunting” and have them open that document. Once the
children are able to move successfully between the Yahooligans
website and the table contalmng the clues, guide them to find the
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Notes

Encourage the children to use the “Ranger Rick” field guide
buttons to locate animals and respond to the clues. There should
be a variety of answers to the first clue and fewer variations in
response to subsequent clues.
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As children find answers to the clues they will add the image of
the animal to the box that corresponds to the clue either by
clicking on the image, holding the mouse button down, and
dragging the image from the web browser to the desired box in
the table document OR copying the image. (On a Macintosh to
copy the image they will press and hold the control key while
clicking the mouse button on the image they want. This opens a
contextual menu from which they will choose, “Copy Image.”
Using Windows, they will right click on the image to open a
contextual menu and choose “Copy Image.”) After copying the
image they will make the table document active and then paste
the copied image into the desired table box.

Print each child’s completed virtual safari. As a class discuss the
differences in animals found for the final clue and the ways each
of those animals responded to parts of the clue.
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Learning Standards

Children will:

Conduct successful Internet search for specific content.
Language Arts: Communication Skills; Communication
Strategies; Evaluating Data
Science: Science as Inquiry; Physical Science, Life Science,
and Earth and Space Science; Science and Technology
Social Studies: Science, Technology, and Society; Civic
Ideals and Practices
Technology: Creativity and Innovation; Communication and

Notes

Collaboration; Research and Information Fluency; Critical
Thinking, Problem-Solving, and Decision-Making; Digital
Citizenship; Technology Operations and Concepts

Incorporate content found on the Internet into a word
processed document.

Language Arts: Evaluation Strategies; Communication
Skills; Communication Strategies; Applying Knowledge;
Applying Language Skills

Science: Science as Inquiry; Physical Science, Life Science,
and Earth and Space Science; Science and Technology

Social Studies: Science, Technology, and Society; Civic Ideals
and Practices

Technology: Creativity and Innovation, Communication and
Collaboration; Research and Information Fluency; Critical
Thinking, Problem-Solving, and Decision-Making; Digital
Citizenship; Technology Operations and Concepts

Visual Arts: Understanding and Applying Media, Techniques,
and Processes; Choosing and Evaluating a Range of Subject
Matter, Symbols, and Ideas; Reflecting Upon and Assessing
the Characteristics and Merits of Their Work and the Work of
Others

Understand that products vary among children.
Language Arts: Communication Skills; Communication
Strategies; Applying Knowledge; Multicultural Understanding
Social Studies: Culture; Time, Continuity, and Change;
Individual Development and Identity
Technology: Digital Citizenship
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Identify the differences between animals with similar
Notes characteristics.

Language Arts: Evaluation Strategies; Communication

Skills; Communication Strategies; Applying

Knowledge; Applying Language Skills

Science: Science as Inquiry; Physical Science, Life Science,
and Earth and Space Science; Science and Technology

Social Studies: Science, Technology, and Society
Technology: Communication and Collaboration; Research and
Information Fluency; Critical Thinking, Problem-Solving, and
Decision-Making; Digital Citizenship; Technology Operations
and Concepts

Additional Activities:

Have children use information found on the Yahooligans
website to write one or two facts for each animal. For those
children who need support in their search, provide a list they
can use as a guide.

As a class, choose two or three different animals and conduct
extensive research on each. Use a variety of sources to gain
information. At the conclusion of the research, create a mind
map showing what was learned about each animal.

Visit a zoo. If that is not possible, visit one of the larger zoos
via the Internet. If the visit is done in a lab setting, ask the
children to maintain a list of the different animals they “see”
and to make note of a single attribute for the animal.

Resources
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MD: Teora USA, LLC.
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Web sites for children

Notes http://yahooligans.yahoo.com

Web sites for families
http://www.northvalley.net/kids/zoos.shtml
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/attractions/resources.html

Web sites for teachers
http://www.brookfieldzoo.org
http://nationalzoo.si.edu
http://sandiegozoo.org
http://www.stlzoo.org
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/attractions/resources.html

Clue Image

| am a large animal.

| am a large animal and
have 4 legs.

| am a large animal with 4
legs and a big head.

| am a large animal with 4
legs, a big head, and little
eyes.

| am a large animal with 4
legs, a big head, little eyes,
and a big nose.

| am a large animal with 4
legs, a big head, little eyes,
a big nose, and | can run
fast.
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