Western Illinois University

Macomb, IL 61455

College of Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee

Wednesday, April 2, 2008

3:15 pm. Morgan 453

Minutes

Participating:  L. A. Melim (Chair), N. K. Johnson, K. W. McCravy, C. Pynes, P. F. Rippey.
Absent:  J. Albarracin, K. Olson,
Ex Officio: J. Schmidt.

Visitors: Abdul-Rasheed Na’Allah, African American Studies; Ginny Boynton and Barclay Key, History; Iraj Kalantari, Mathematics; Rick Anderson and Vicki Akers, Biological Sciences; Roger Viadero, Institute for Environmental Studies; John Simmons, Amy Carr, Sarah Haynes, and Betsy Perabo, Philosophy and Religious Studies.

I. Approval of minutes, March 5, 2007.


Minutes were unanimously approved with minor corrections. 




(Melim/Rippey)
II. Membership for 2008-2009

Terms on Curriculum Committee are for three years. Membership includes two faculty from each of the three areas (Natural Sciences and Mathematics, Social Sciences, and Humanities), one at-large member and one Faculty-Council member. Current members are:

Natural Sciences and Mathematics 


At large: Ken McCravy, BIO

, 

term expires, SP09


Faculty Council:
Leslie Melim, GEOL


term expires, SP09

Social Sciences 


At large: Julia Albarracin, POLS


term expires, SP08


Faculty Council:
Phyllis Rippey, POLS

term expires, SP08

Humanities 


At large: Christopher Pynes, PHIL 


term expires, SP10


Faculty Council:
Nancy Kwang Johnson, AAS
term expires, SP10

Therefore, two new representatives will be needed next year. One at-large and one faculty-council representative, both from Social Sciences.

III. Curriculum Proposals

A. African American Studies  (Presented by A-R Na’Allah, Chair, AAS)


Request for new course:  AAS 499


P. Rippey objected that the proposal did not specify what criteria would be used to assign a grade for the internship. Since this is not just an internship but rather one for which academic credit will be awarded, students and faculty need guidelines for assignments. P. Rippey brought the guidelines used by Political Science as a possible template for AAS. In addition, as currently written, this course can only be used for “work assignments in public or private agencies involving specific projects on racial minority-related areas”. While this would be acceptable to the committee, several members suggested broadening the course to include other projects related to African American Studies, perhaps with a company rather than a public or private agency. 

Tabled, pending revisions that specify criteria for academic credit.
B. History (Presented by G. Boynton, Chair, History and B. Key, History) 


Request for inclusion in General Education, HIST 379 


This request for inclusion in General Education is for a specific section of UNIV 379 to be taught summer 2009 as HIST 379. Several concerns were raised by the committee. 1) As defined in the catalog, HIST 379 as an “approved university overseas study program” would be graded S/U only. General Education courses are not allowed S/U grading and B. Key indicated his intention to have normal grading.  2) Since this is not an “overseas” course, is this number the appropriate designation? The Travel Abroad office has approved the course but this needs to be further examined. 3) It seems odd to request General Education inclusion for a course only taught once. The purpose is to increase the possible pool of students as previous travel-study courses have not made the minimum of 10 students.


An alternative to HIST 379 designation would be a new course, just for the History Department, set up as a travel-study course with variable titles. Geology has similar courses, GEOL 461 Geology Field Trips, and GEOL 450, Geology of National Parks and Monuments, that have been organized through the Office of Study Abroad in the past (although all trips were in the U.S.). This would avoid the S/U problem and allow other trips to be taught under the same designation.

Tabled. History will reconsider the options and perhaps resubmit.

C. Mathematics  (Presented by I Kalantari, Chair, Mathematics)


Request for change in prerequisite, MATH 311



Approved unanimously with minor changes. (Pynes/Johnson)

D. Biological Sciences  (Presented by R Anderson, Chair, & V. Akers, 



Advisor, Biological Sciences)


i. Request for new course:  BIOL 477 



Approved unanimously with minor changes (Rippey/Pynes)


ii. Request for new option, Medical Science 



Approved unanimously. (Rippey/Pynes)

E. Request for change in Minor, Environmental Studies  (Presented by R. 


Viadero, IES, and R Anderson, Chair, Biological Sciences)


The changes are designed to make the minor easier to understand but it is still a very rigorous minor, probably requiring additional credits beyond the stated course work. This may continue to limit the number of students which is causing trouble with ENVR 201 and 401 not getting enough students. A suggestion was made to get General Education designation for ENVR 201, this could both increase enrollment and act as a recruiting tool for the minor. To increase enrollment in ENVR 401, a G (for graduate credit) designation might attract additional students. 



Approved unanimously with minor changes (Melim/Johnson)

F. Philosophy/Religious Studies(Presented by J Simmons, Chair, A. Carr, S. 


Haynes, and B. Perabo, Religious Studies)


i.  Request for new course and inclusion in General Education



a. REL 110




Approved unanimously with minor changes (Pynes/Rippey)



b. REL 111




Approved unanimously with minor changes (Melim/Johnson)


ii. Request for new course



a. REL 300




Approved unanimously with minor changes (Pynes/Johnson)



b. REL 457




Approved unanimously. (Melim/Johnson)


iii. Request for change in major, Religious Studies



Approved unanimously. (Rippey/Pynes)


iv. Request for change in minor, Religious Studies 



Approved unanimously. (Rippey/Pynes)

Meeting adjourned, 5:17 pm

Respectfully submitted, April 8, 2008

Leslie A. Melim, Chair, CAS Curriculum Committee.

