Politics and Religion 
(POLS 395)
Online (Fall 2021)
Western Illinois University

Professor:	    	Jonathan Day

Email:		    	jp-day@wiu.edu

Website:	   	 http://www.westernonline.wiu.edu

Books/Articles: 	Various readings will be assigned.  


Course Description
This class will generally explore the relationship between religion and politics.  While we will explore several religions, the primary emphasis will be on the relationship between Christianity and politics.  We will discuss broad impacts as well as specific political issues such as abortion, euthanasia, death penalty, immigration, and war.


Expectations
You will be expected to write summaries of each reading in a Word Document (Journal), discuss the concepts with fellow classmates and the professor on the discussion boards or on Google Meet (Discussion), and complete a final exam paper on the concepts learned.  For each module, you will read the topic notes, listen to or watch any audio or video presentations, read the assigned readings, write a summary of the reading, and engage in the discussions either on Google Meet or on the Discussion Board. Each of these tasks are detailed on the next page.  


Modules
There will be 4 modules:  Introduction, Seven Revolutions, Morality, The Issues.  There will be several subunits under each module.  There will be weekly readings and discussions.



Journal
You will be expected to keep a journal, which will consist of a short summary (about 2 pages) for each module based on the lectures, discussions, and readings.  You will do this in a single Word Document and the title of each module will distinguish each summary.  The short summary should answer at least the following questions:  What did you learn from the module?  What was interesting?  Is there anything you agree or disagree with?  What would you like to learn more about?




Discussions 
There will be a discussion board for each module for you to share thoughts and reply to one another.  There will be a weekly discussion question that you can participate in Google Meet OR on the Discussion Board.  


Final Exam
The final exam will be used to evaluate the learning process.  The exam will be a lengthy essay incorporating the concepts learned throughout the semester.



	Grading

Journal = 20 pts 
Discussions = 40 pts 
Final Exam = 40 pts 


Total =  100 points

	Final Grade Determination

92 – 100                       A
90 – 92                         A-
88 – 90                         B+
82 – 88                         B
80 – 82                         B-
78 – 80                         C+
72 – 78                         C
70 – 72                         C-
68 – 70                         D+
62 – 68                         D
60 – 62                         D-
  0 – 60                         F






Classroom Procedures / Student Rights and Responsibilities
The following website provides information on a student’s rights and responsibilities at WIU:  http://www.wiu.edu/provost/students.php.  We also need to maintain our academic integrity:  http://www.wiu.edu/policies/acintegrity.php


Accommodations
If you have a physical and/or financial difficulty, please feel welcome to contact me through email so that we can discuss the best accommodation to ensure that you can do your best in this class. 
“In accordance with University policy and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), academic accommodations may be made for any student who notifies the instructor of the need for an accommodation. It is imperative that you take the initiative to bring such needs to the instructor’s attention, as he/she is not legally permitted to inquire about such particular needs of students. Students who may require special assistance in emergency evacuations (i.e. fire, tornado, etc.) should contact the instructor as to the most appropriate procedures to follow in such an emergency. Contact Disability Support Services at 298-2512 for additional services” (WIU)
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