Political Science 490G                                                                    Dr. Keith Boeckelman

Public Policy Analysis and Bureaucracy                                        420 Morgan Hall

Fall 2021                                                                                                 298-1261

                                                                                                         KA-Boeckelman@wiu.edu
                                                                                                         Office Hours: 
                                                                                                         M, 2-3, T, TH 2-3:30
                                                                                                         And by Appointment

                                                            COURSE OVERVIEW
“Without data, you are just another person with an opinion” 

--Andreas Schleicher, quoted in The Smartest Kids in the World
This course will examine the intersection between public policy analysis and the bureaucracy.  Public policy analysis focuses on how to formulate, implement, and assess policies in the public interest. In addressing important contemporary public policy questions, including the structure of the bureaucracy, we will critique existing efforts at public policy analysis.  Throughout the semester, we will also look at the steps in the policy analysis process, in order for students to develop an in-depth policy analysis paper. While the course will include some lecture sessions on major concepts related to policy analysis, some public policy questions, and bureaucratic structure, it will focus seminar-style discussion of readings, supplemented with case analysis and simulations.
                                                           REQUIRED READINGS
Required (Available at the bookstore)
DiIulio, Bring Back the Bureaucrats (on reserve at library)
Bradley/Taylor, The American Health Care Paradox (on reserve at library).
Ripley, Smartest Kids in the World

Yglesias, One Billion Americans
Recommended

Bardach/Patashnik, Practical Guide for Policy Analysis
Other readings are available on WesternOnline To access, go to www.wiu.edu, and select Westernonline from the “myWIU”  drop down menu at the top of the page.   To login use your ECOM user name and password. Select Political Science 490.  

                                          COURSE REQUIREMENTS
The basic components of your grade are discussed below:

Exams:  There will be a mid-term and a final exam.  Exams will be primarily essay format that incorporates analysis of course readings, but may include some short answer material. 
Written Work: There will be a major research paper and a short assignment related to the politics of the budget process.  The major paper will be a policy analysis in the format laid out in Bardach’s “A Practical Guide to Policy Analysis,” which will also be discussed in class.  Length should be 10-15 pages for undergraduates and 15-20 pages for graduate students.  For graduate students, this is an excellent opportunity to develop a paper for the two paper option.  I would like for you to have a topic by September 20.  We will work on refining the content of the paper in various class sessions.  The paper is due December 6.  At that time, students will make a brief presentation of their findings.
The short assignment will involve a 1-2 page analysis of a member of the U.S. Congress’ preferences for dealing with the budget deficit.  
You should be aware of the university’s policy on academic honesty/plagiarism, including the policy prohibiting multiple submissions of the same paper to different instructors.  These policies are outlined in the WIU Student Handbook.
Class Participation:  Intelligent discussions of the readings and active participation in case studies/simulations are key to making this class successful.  Therefore, class participation accounts for approximately one-fifth of the course grade.  It is critical that students do the reading ahead of time and come to class prepared for discussion.  Another component of class participation will be to engage in class discussions geared toward developing the policy analysis paper.  All students will be required to make class presentations on a portion of the assigned reading on October 4, and on his/her final paper on December 6.   In addition, each student will be asked to describe the role of a governmental analytic agency or private think tank for the September 13 class.  After each class, I will give each student a class participation grade for that day.  The final grade will be based on the sum of daily participation grades.  Thus, it is imperative that students attend class.  More than two absences, even if excused, will severely harm a student’s participation grade.  Leaving class at the break is considered an absence.  If I find students are not doing the reading, I will implement pop quizzes that will be included in the participation grade.  I hope that will not be necessary, however.  
I will base your final grade on the following breakdown:

Class participation…………………………………..50 points              225-250=A

Midterm exam………………………………...…….60 points              200-224=B

Final exam…………………………………………..70 points              175-199=C

Research paper………………………………………50 points              150-174=D

Congressional budget assignment……………………10 points                 0-149=F

Sectional Drafts………………………………………10 points

Total…………………………………………..……250 points

For undergraduates, 215-224 = B+, 190-199 = C+, 165-174 = D+
COURSE OUTLINE 
Date     Topic                                                                                         Reading Assignment                       

8/23      Introduction                                                                               none 

8/30       Bureaucracy and Government                                                 Bring Back the Bureaucrats 
                                                                                                                (all)
9/13    Policy Analysis and the Bureaucracy’s Role                           “Can Government Play Moneyball?”*                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                            “A New Agenda for

                                                                                                                   Political Reform”*                                                                                                            

                                                                                                             “Governments are Trying to Nudge..”*
                                                                                                             “ The Dictatorship of Data”*
9/20     Methods of Policy Evaluation                                                   none -- paper topic due 

9/27    Health Policy                                                                             Amer Health Care Paradox (all)

           Policy Analysis: Define the Problem

10/4    Social Policies                                                             “A Guaranteed Income for Every American”*
           Policy Analysis: Assemble Evidence                           “Give People Money”*
                                                                                              “Stockton’s Basic Income Experiment…”*

                                                                                               “20 Years After Welfare Reform”*    

                                                                                                       Policies to Address Poverty in 

                                                                                                            America (Selected Chapters) * 
10/11     Midterm Exam                          

10/18 – Education, Part 1                                                              Smartest Kids in the World, Chs. 1-5 

           Policy Analysis: Construct the Alternatives                                        

11/25 – Education, Part 2                                                               Smartest Kids in the World, Chs. 6-10 and 

         Policy Analysis: Select the Criteria                                         Appendix II.  Sectional Draft 1 Due
11/1 – Economic Policies                                                            “One Billion Americans,” Intro and Ch. 1-3       
           Policy Analysis: Project the Outcomes                         “How to Open Markets Back Up Again*                                                                                              
11/8 -- Immigration                                                                    “One Billion Americans,” Ch. 4-6
            Policy Analysis: Confront the Trade-Offs                      “How Much Immigration is Too Much”*

                                                                                                    “The Case for Skills-Based Immigration”*  
                                                                                                      Budget Paper due
11/15 – The Budget                                                                      “Biden Budget Provides Good Starting...”*         
            Policy Analysis: Stop, Focus, Narrow Deepen, Decide    “Biden is Asking for $4 trillion…*                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                         Budget simulation in class

                                                                                                          Sectional Draft 2 Due

11/29  Infrastructure, Housing, and Transportation               “One Billion Americans, Ch. 7-9 and epilogue 
          Policy Analysis: Telling Your Story                               “Ezra Klein Interviews Jerusalem Desmas”*
12/6      Conclusion/Paper Presentations                                        None – Paper Due in Class                                           

12/13    Final Exam    
  *Available on Western Online 
Political Science 490

Congressional Budget Assignment
Your assignment is to complete a brief overview of a member of the House Budget Committee, assigned in class.  This discussion should include the following:

1)  Brief biographical overview of the member of Congress

2) Description of the member’s district – demographic make-up, etc.

3) Description of the member’s voting record – is he/she liberal, conservative, moderate, etc.

4) Analysis of interest groups that support or oppose this member

5) Analysis of the member’s main campaign contributors

6) A discussion two items from the CBO list of approved options passed out in class that the member would favor (background information is available on Western Online in the “Selected Readings” section), as well as two items the member would oppose.  Explain why you think the member would favor or oppose each item.    

As a source, I strongly encourage you to use the Almanac of American Politics, available at the Reserve Desk at the library, or in the main Political Science office in Room 422 Morgan.  Other relevant sources include the reference book Politics in America, also available at the library, individual member web sites (linked to www.house.gov), www.vote-smart.org, and www.opensecrets.org. 

A list of the members of the House Budget Committee is at the link below.  You must let me know what member you are choosing – first come, first served.

https://budget.house.gov/about/membership
Governmental (and one non-Governmental) Analytic Agencies

Government Accountability Office                     Council of Economic Advisers

Congressional Budget Office                               National Security Council

Office of Management and Budget                      Congressional Research Service
Office of National Drug Control Policy               National Economic Council
Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority   Partnership for Public Service
Office of Science and Technology Policy            Gender Policy Council   

Illinois Commission on Governmental Forecasting and Accountability

What kinds of issues does it deal with/what kind of research does it conduct?  What is its overall mission, as you see it? Would you want to work there?  
                                                  ADA STATEMENT

Students with disabilities: In accordance with University values and disability law, students with disabilities may request academic accommodations where there are aspects of a course that result in barriers to inclusion or accurate assessment of achievement.  To file an official request for disability-related accommodations, please contact the Disability Resource Center at 309-298-2512, disability.wiu.edu or in 143 Memorial Hall.  Please notify the instructor as soon as possible to insure that this course is accessible to you in a timely manner. 
                        SEX DISCRIMINATION PROHIBITED STATEMENT 

University values, Title IX, and other federal and state laws prohibit sex discrimination, including sexual assault/misconduct, dating/domestic violence, and stalking.  If you or some you know, has been the victim of any of these offenses, we encourage you to report this to the Title IX Coordinator at 309-298-1977 or anonymously online at http://www.wiu.edu/equal-opportunity_and_and_access/request_form/index.php.  If you disclose an incident to a faculty member, the faculty member must notify the Title IX Coordinator.  The complete Title IX policy is available at http://www.wiu.edu/vpas/policies/titleIX.php.
Web address for student rights and responsibilities:

http://www.wiu.edu/provost/students.php
Web address for academic integrity policy:

http://www.wiu.edu/policies/acintegrity.php
