Political Science 492 (online version)                                             Dr. Keith Boeckelman

Senior Seminar in Political Science                                                 426 Morgan Hall

Fall 2022                                                                                                  298-1055
                                                                                                         KA-Boeckelman@wiu.edu
                                                                                                         Office Hours

                                                                                                         M,T,TH 2-3:30 and 
                                                                                                         by appointment

                                                            COURSE OVERVIEW
This course is the capstone seminar for political science majors.  We will focus on questions particularly related to the status of and prospects for democracy in the U.S. and abroad. Since this course meets the Writing in the Discipline (WID) requirement, each student will complete a major research paper.  
                                                           REQUIRED READINGS
The following texts are required.  You may obtain them however you wish.
Abrams, Our Time is Now
Levitsky and Ziblatt, How Democracies Die
Lewis, The Fifth Risk
Sandel, The Tyranny of Merit
                                                       COURSE REQUIREMENTS
For each of the four books assigned, you will write a 3-4 page summary/review/critique.  You should email these to me by the due date.  We will also discuss each book remotely via zoom or google meet.  Specific times for the discussion will be arranged.  Due dates/discussion dates are as follows:
Book                                    Summary/Critique due                    Discussion
Our Time                                  9/9                                                week of 9/12
How Democracies Die             9/30                                              week of 10/3
Fifth Risk                                 10/21                                             week of 10/24
Common Good                         11/11                                            week of 11/14
In addition, you will write a research paper of 10-15 pages for the class.  These papers will build on the themes in the course readings, but will add original research.  I would like to have your topic by October 14 – ideally earlier.  Research papers are due December 9.  We will discuss the papers remotely during finals week.  
Grade Breakdown

Summary/Critiques (Combined)…………………….100 points
Research paper………………………………………60 points              
Discussion of readings/paper………………………40 points               
Total…………………………………………..……200 points

                                         GRADING SCALE

184-200 = A                              144-155 = C

180-183 = A-                             140-143 = C-

176-179 = B+                             136-139 = D+

164-175 = B                               124-135 = D

160-163 = B-                              120-123 = D-

156-159= C+                              0-119 = F
                                                     ADA STATEMENT

Students with disabilities: In accordance with University values and disability law, students with disabilities may request academic accommodations where there are aspects of a course that result in barriers to inclusion or accurate assessment of achievement.  To file an official request for disability-related accommodations, please contact the Disability Resource Center at 309-298-2512, disability.wiu.edu or in 143 Memorial Hall.  Please notify the instructor as soon as possible to insure that this course is accessible to you in a timely manner. 
                        SEX DISCRIMINATION PROHIBITED STATEMENT 

University values, Title IX, and other federal and state laws prohibit sex discrimination, including sexual assault/misconduct, dating/domestic violence, and stalking.  If you or some you know, has been the victim of any of these offenses, we encourage you to report this to the Title IX Coordinator at 309-298-1977 or anonymously online at http://www.wiu.edu/equal-opportunity_and_and_access/request_form/index.php.  If you disclose an incident to a faculty member, the faculty member must notify the Title IX Coordinator.  The complete Title IX policy is available at http://www.wiu.edu/vpas/policies/titleIX.php.

Web address for student rights and responsibilities:

http://www.wiu.edu/provost/students.php
Web address for academic integrity policy:

http://www.wiu.edu/policies/acintegrity.php
