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A GREETING FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Class of 2019:

Congratulations on completing your degree at Western Illinois University! We are so happy to 
share this day with you and your family and friends. It is with great pride that we celebrate your 
accomplishments, and I look forward to shaking your hand as you cross the stage today.

As a graduate of Western Illinois University, you join an elite group of individuals who hold a 
college degree. Approximately 21 percent of Americans age 25 or older have a bachelor’s degree, 
while only 9 percent of adults over 25 have a master’s degree. Your WIU degree puts you in a 
unique place and provides you with unlimited opportunities. Take advantage of that degree to 
benefit yourself, your family and friends, but most importantly to create a world that is better 
because of your contributions. 

You are now an official member of the WIU Alumni Association, and as such, I ask that you serve 
as an ambassador for Western. I hope you leave here with pride in where you came from and 
remain engaged with your alma mater and be a role model for students. I hope that we see you 
back on campus, as well as at University events across the U.S. When you return, reach out to 
those faculty and staff who were a vital part of your college career. Talk to current students; 
help us reach future students by volunteering at recruitment events; and share your knowledge 
and fond memories of your time at WIU with others. Even though you’re walking out our doors, 
you forever remain a vital part of Western Illinois University as once a Leatherneck, always a 
Leatherneck. 

Use what you learned here, and what you’ll continue to learn, wisely. Each of you has enormous 
potential to make the world a better place. You are well prepared to make your mark and make a 
difference. I wish you great success and happiness. Congratulations!

Best wishes,

Dr. Martin Abraham 
Interim President
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ACADEMIC HONORS CONVOCATION
Friday, December 13, 2019 • 5:30 p.m. in Western Hall

Prelude..............................................................................................................................WIU Concert Band 
 Art Martinez, Conductor

Processional..............................................................................................................................Concert Band
“Fanfare and Processional, from March No. 1 in D Major, Op. 39, No. 1,”
by Sir Edward Elgar, arranged by James D. Ployar

National Anthem........................................................................................................................Paige Woods 
“The Star Spangled Banner,” by Francis Scott Key	 Bachelor of Fine Arts, Class of 2019

Welcome............................................................................................................................... Martin Abraham
	 Interim President 

Introduction of Senior Student Speaker....................................................................... William T. Clow
Interim Provost and Academic Vice President

“No Courage Without Fear”.................................................................................................. Leah Murphy
Honors Scholar in Law Enforcement and Justice Administration 

Presentation of Academic Honors

Cum Laude....................................................................................................................William G. Hoon
 Interim Dean, College of Fine Arts and Communication 

Magna Cum Laude................................................................................................Katrina M. Daytner
Interim Dean, College of Education and Human Services

Summa Cum Laude.............................................................................. Susan Martinelli-Fernandez
Dean, College of Arts and Sciences 

Departmental Scholars................................................................................................. John A. Elfrink 
Interim Dean, College of Business and Technology

Honors Scholars..........................................................................................................Richard J. Hardy
Dean, Centennial Honors College 

College Scholars............................................................................................................. Joseph A. Rives
Senior Vice President for Strategic Planning and Initiatives

Closing Remarks....................................................................................................... Interim Provost Clow

Recessional................................................................................................................................Concert Band
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Processional Introductions

Kristi S. Mindrup, Assistant Vice President, Quad Cities

Marshals

	 Mariah Dicksen	 Nashuba Hudson
	 Audrey Fletcher	 Colton Markey
	 Nicole Hamilton-Cross	 Abigail Thompson

Guests may remain seated during the processional. Please stand and sing the National Anthem.  
Guests are asked to please remain seated until the stage party, faculty, and graduates have recessed. 
Your cooperation is appreciated.
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Global Education and 
Outreach Scholar

Centennial Honors 
College Scholar

Christopher A. Wagner 
(Lena, IL) graduates 
with a B.S. degree in 
Law Enforcement and 
Justice Administration, 
with high academic 
distinction, Magna 
Cum Laude. He is also 
an Honors Scholar.

Troy E. Rhoads 
(Macomb, IL) 
graduates with a B.A. 
degree in General 
Studies, with highest 
academic distinction, 
Summa Cum Laude. 
He is also the General 
Studies Departmental 
Scholar.

Education and 
Human Services 

Scholar

Fine Arts and 
Communication 

Scholar

Sara A. Devine (New 
Berlin, IL) graduates 
with a BM-TED degree 
in Music Education, 
with highest academic 
distinction, Summa 
Cum Laude. She 
is also the Music 
Departmental Scholar 
and an Honors Scholar.

Alicia M. Dierikx 
(Coal Valley, IL) 
graduates with a B.S. 
degree in Recreation, 
Park, and Tourism 
Administration. She 
is also the Recreation, 
Park, and Tourism 
Administration 
Departmental Scholar.

Arts and Sciences 
Scholar

Business and 
Technology Scholar

College Scholars
Each of Western Illinois University’s four academic colleges; the School of Global Education 
and Outreach; and the Centennial Honors College select a graduating senior as the college’s 
outstanding student. College Scholars receive a gold medallion on a purple and gold ribbon in 
recognition of their high achievement.

Dakota W. Hicks 
(Carthage, IL) 
graduates with a B.B. 
degree in Finance, 
with highest academic 
distinction, Summa 
Cum Laude. He is 
also the Finance 
Departmental Scholar.

Lyndisty M. Littell 
(Bloomington, IL) 
graduates with 
a B.A. degree in 
Anthropology, with 
highest academic 
distinction, Summa 
Cum Laude. She is 
also the Anthropology 
Departmental Scholar 
and an Honors Scholar.
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Honors Scholars
An Honors Scholar is a student in Western’s Centennial Honors College who has completed 
a set of Honors requirements and has achieved a grade point average of at least 3.40. These 
candidates wear a gold medallion on a light blue ribbon.

Departmental Scholars
Departmental Scholars are the outstanding undergraduate degree candidates in an 
academic major as determined by the faculty in the major department. These candidates 
wear a gold medallion on a sapphire blue ribbon.

Academic Distinction
Candidates for the baccalaureate degree, who have earned a minimum 60 semester hours 
of graded courses at Western, are eligible for graduation with academic distinction. 
Coursework completed at WIU and all transferable hours are calculated to determine 
honors. The academic distinction of Cum Laude is awarded to students with a grade point 
average of 3.60-3.74 on a 4.00 scale. These candidates wear a silver medallion on a gold 
ribbon. The academic distinction of Magna Cum Laude is awarded to students with a grade 
point average of 3.75-3.89. These candidates wear a silver medallion on a purple ribbon. 
The academic distinction of Summa Cum Laude is awarded to students with a grade point 
average of 3.90 or higher. These candidates wear a silver medallion on a red ribbon.
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COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM
Saturday, December 14, 2019 • 9:30 a.m. in Western Hall

Prelude..............................................................................................................................WIU Concert Band
Art Martinez, Conductor

Processional..............................................................................................................................Concert Band
“Fanfare and Processional, from March No. 1 in D Major, Op. 39, No. 1,”
by Sir Edward Elgar, arranged by James D. Ployar

National Anthem................................................................................................................... Claire Ryterski
“The Star Spangled Banner,” by Francis Scott Key	 Senior, Music Major

Welcome............................................................................................................................... Martin Abraham
	 Interim President

Alumni Achievement Awards....................................................................... Brian Savage, Class of 1973
President, Alumni Council

Recipients:	Kim R. Ekena, Class of 1980
	 Phillip C. Giles, Class of 1984

Introductions........................................................................................................................William T. Clow
Interim Provost and Academic Vice President

Presentation of Candidates, Graduate Degrees.....................................................Mark A. Mossman
	 Associate Provost and Director of Graduate Studies

Conferring of Graduate Degrees...............................................................Interim President Abraham

Hooding of Graduates, College of Arts and Sciences............ Susan Martinelli-Fernandez, Dean
Specialist in School Psychology
Master of Arts
Master of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Master of Science

Hooding of Graduates, College of Business and Technology....... John A. Elfrink, Interim Dean
Master of Accountancy
Master of Arts
Master of Business Administration
Master of Science

Hooding of Graduates, Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs............................. Interim Provost Clow
Master of Arts

Presentation of Candidates,  
General Studies and Interdisciplinary Studies degree programs.......Associate Provost Mossman

Bachelor of Arts	
Bachelor of Science

Conferring of Baccalaureate Degrees, 
General Studies and Interdisciplinary Studies degree programs........ Interim President Abraham
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Presentation of Candidates, 
College of Business and Technology.................................................................... Interim Dean Elfrink

Bachelor of Arts
Bachelor of Business
Bachelor of Science

Conferring of Baccalaureate Degrees, 
College of Business and Technology........................................................Interim President Abraham

Presentation of Candidates, 
College of Arts and Sciences......................................................................Dean Martinelli-Fernandez

Bachelor of Arts
Bachelor of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Bachelor of Science
Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Conferring of Baccalaureate Degrees, 
College of Arts and Sciences......................................................................Interim President Abraham

Singing of the Alma Mater..............................................................................................................Ryterski
“Western Loyalty”

Closing Remarks....................................................................................................... Interim Provost Clow

Recessional................................................................................................................................Concert Band

Processional Introductions

Kristi S. Mindrup, Assistant Vice President of Academic Affairs

Academic Readers

Graduate
Dana Sistko, Immigration Specialist 

School of Graduate Studies

Undergraduate
Garrett D. Hunter, Professor of Engineering Technology 

College of Business and Technology

Kristine M. Kelly, Professor of Psychology 
College of Arts and Sciences
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Guests may remain seated during the processional. Please stand and sing the National Anthem.  
Guests are asked to please remain seated until the stage party, faculty, and graduates have recessed. 
Your cooperation is appreciated.

Marshals

	 Joshua Charles Franke	 Troy E. Rhoads
	 Nolan Clark Groenewold	 Quinn Rumler
	 Lyndisty Littell	 Joseph Anthony Turk
	 Adria Gabrielle Ramey	 Madeleine Wilsey
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COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM
Saturday, December 14, 2019 • 1 p.m. in Western Hall

Prelude..............................................................................................................................WIU Concert Band
Art Martinez, Conductor

Processional..............................................................................................................................Concert Band
“Fanfare and Processional, from March No. 1 in D Major, Op. 39, No. 1,”
by Sir Edward Elgar, arranged by James D. Ployar

National Anthem................................................................................................................... Claire Ryterski
“The Star Spangled Banner,” by Francis Scott Key	 Senior, Music Major

Welcome............................................................................................................................... Martin Abraham
	 Interim President

Alumni Achievement Awards....................................................................... Brian Savage, Class of 1973
President, Alumni Council

Recipients:	Emmerson Buie, Jr., Class of 1987
	 Carol E. Scott, Class of 1970
	 Christopher L. Washington, Class of 1987 and 1990

Introductions........................................................................................................................William T. Clow
Interim Provost and Academic Vice President

Presentation of Candidates, Doctoral Degrees......................................................Mark A. Mossman
Associate Provost and Director of Graduate Studies

Conferring of Doctoral Degrees................................................................Interim President Abraham

Hooding of Graduates, College of Education and Human Services........... Interim Provost Clow
Doctor of Education

Presentation of Candidates, Graduate Degrees................................. Associate Provost Mossman

Conferring of Graduate Degrees...............................................................Interim President Abraham

Hooding of Graduates, College of Education and  
   Human Services..............................................................................Katrina M. Daytner, Interim Dean

Education Specialist
Master of Arts
Master of Science
Master of Science in Education

Hooding of Graduates, College of Fine Arts and  
   Communication...................................................................................William G. Hoon, Interim Dean

Master of Arts
Master of Fine Arts
Master of Music
Master of Science
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Presentation of Candidates, 
College of Fine Arts and Communication.............................................................. Interim Dean Hoon

Bachelor of Arts
Bachelor of Fine Arts
Bachelor of Music
Bachelor of Science

Conferring of Baccalaureate Degrees, 
College of Fine Arts and Communication...............................................Interim President Abraham

Presentation of Candidates, 
College of Education and Human Services......................................................Interim Dean Daytner 

Bachelor of Science
Bachelor of Science in Education
Bachelor of Social Work

Conferring of Baccalaureate Degrees, 
College of Education and Human Services............................................Interim President Abraham

Singing of the Alma Mater..............................................................................................................Ryterski
“Western Loyalty”

Closing Remarks....................................................................................................... Interim Provost Clow

Recessional................................................................................................................................Concert Band

Processional Introductions

Kristi S. Mindrup, Assistant Vice President of Academic Affairs

Academic Readers

Doctoral
Mark A. Mossman, Associate Provost and Director of Graduate Studies

Graduate
Dana Sistko, Immigration Specialist 

School of Graduate Studies

Undergraduate
Jason A. Conner, Associate Professor of Theatre and Dance 

College of Fine Arts and Communication

Heriberto Urby, Jr., Professor of Law Enforcement and Justice Administration 
College of Education and Human Services
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Marshals

	 Payton Marie Abbott	 Abbie J. Heitz
	 Donna Jeanne Breedlove	 Pedro Luis Herrera
	 Diana DeFelice-Pirro	 Kelsey Anne Pudlas
	 Sara Anne Devine	 Payton Ranae Reed

Guests may remain seated during the processional. Please stand and sing the National Anthem.  
Guests are asked to please remain seated until the stage party, faculty, and graduates have recessed. 
Your cooperation is appreciated.
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Alumni Achievement Award Recipients

Buie, a 1987 operations management 
graduate, currently serves as the 
Special Agent in Charge of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) Chicago Field Office. He was 
appointed to the position in July 
2019. Previously, Buie was the Special 
Agent in Charge of the FBI’s El Paso 
(TX) Field Office. He joined the 
Bureau in 1992, and was assigned 
to the Colorado Springs Resident 
Agency of the Denver Field Office, 
where he investigated criminal 
matters. Buie was promoted to Supervisory 
Special Agent in 1999, and was assigned to 
the Weapons of Mass Destruction Operations 
Unit in the Counterterrorism Division at FBI 
Headquarters in Washington, D.C. He was later 
promoted to Senior Supervisory Resident Agent 
at the Fairview Heights (IL) Resident Agency, 
and in 2006, Buie transferred to London as 

the Assistant Legal Attaché and 
the Acting Deputy Legal Attaché. 
While overseas, he was the primary 
point of contact for coordinating 
the FBI’s participation in several 
international counterterrorism and 
anti-organized crime agencies. He 
has also served as Assistant Special 
Agent in Charge of criminal matters 
for the FBI’s Springfield Field 
Office, and in 2014, Buie served as 
the Cyber Division’s senior liaison 
to the National Cybersecurity, 

Communication and Integration Center at the 
Department of Homeland Security. Prior to 
joining the FBI, Buie served four years in the 
U.S. Army as an Infantry Officer and Desert 
Storm Veteran. He was awarded the Bronze 
Star, Combat Infantry Badge and multiple 
commendations for his military service.

Emmerson Buie, Jr.
Class of 1987

Ekena, a 1980 finance graduate, 
is retired vice president of 
marketing for the American River 
Transportation Company (ARTCO), 
a division of Archer Daniels Midland 
(ADM) in Decatur, IL, where he was 
responsible for the marketing and 
trading of the company’s barge 
freight, as well as for developing 
and growing its supply chain. 
Under his direction, ARTCO has 
been at its fiscal peak. He initiated 
ARTCO’s outside towing program, 
which maximized boat power and increased 
revenues. His leadership resulted in continued 
growth in ARTCO’s supply chain, including 
vessels, stevedoring, barging, terminaling, 
containers, and tracking. Previous to that 
role, Ekena served as vice president at ADM/
Growmark, where he supervised 20 grain 
terminal managers, working with them on 
customer relationships and growing company 
market share. He was also involved with the 
development and growth of the company’s 
river terminals, including the acquisitions of 
Garnac, LDC, PV, Countrymark, and Benson 

Quinn. Earlier in his career with 
ADM, in the early 1990s, Ekena 
was responsible for an agreement 
with the Iowa Interstate, which 
created competitive rates for 
the transportation of corn to 
the Peoria Corn Plant, resulting 
in an unprecedented capture 
of wider basis corn out of Iowa. 
Since 1990, Ekena has been a 
member of the National Grain 
and Feed Association’s Trade 
Rules Committee, serving as 

its chairperson from 2006-2008. He was 
designated by ADM as a Campus Champion to 
serve as their ADM-WIU liaison in recruiting, 
advocating for the relationship and supporting 
fundraising initiatives. He is a charter 
member of the Advisory Board for the Supply 
Chain Management program. He has been 
instrumental in ADM’s significant financial 
support of more than $350,000 for WIU’s 
Supply Chain Management program and in 
hiring WIU interns and graduates, in addition to 
his personal support.

Kim R. Ekena
Class of 1980
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Alumni Achievement Award Recipients (continued)
Giles, a 1984 Recreation, Park and 
Tourism Administration graduate, has 
served as the vice president of sales 
and marketing for QBE North America’s 
Accident and Health division. QBE is 
a 130-year-old, $14 billion integrated 
specialist insurer, operating in every 
key insurance market. He is responsible 
for formulation, implementation, 
and management of all business 
development and strategic marketing 
initiatives. He has more than 30 
years of alternative risk experience. 
Prior to joining QBE in 2014, Giles spent 11 years 
as head of marketing for Artex Risk Solutions, 
the international Captive and Alternative Risk 
Transfer division of Arthur J. Gallagher & Co. He 
was named the 2019 Reinsurance Professional of 
the Year—Cayman Captive Insurance Market by 
Captive International Magazine, was presented 

with the Captive Professional of the 
Year recognition at the U.S. Captive 
Awards in 2017, has been named to 
Captive Review’s Power 50 listing of 
most influential individuals in the 
worldwide captive insurance industry 
and was also recognized as a Global 
Top 10 Employee for QBE in 2016. 
He is a regular content contributor 
to a number of different industry 
publications. Giles holds the Certified 
Employee Benefit Specialist (CEBS) 
professional designation from the 

International Foundation of Employee Benefit 
Plans and the Wharton School of the University 
of Pennsylvania. Giles actively serves on several 
legislative task forces within the industry and 
various professional associations and serves as a 
mentor to young professionals.

Phillip C. Giles
Class of 1984

Scott, a 1970 Health, Physical 
Education and Recreation graduate, 
served as professor and coordinator 
of faculty and instructional 
development, and director of 
development at the College of 
DuPage from 1998-2007, prior 
to retiring. Previously, she was a 
professor and department chair 
for the fashion merchandising/
design department at the college 
for 11 years, as well as an adjunct 
instructor from 1981-86. Scott has 
also worked as a corporate trainer for J & J 
Communications in Naperville, IL. She began 
her career as a freelance fashion designer and 
physical education instructor following her 
graduation from Western. Scott also has served 
as assistant athletic director and department 
chair at Wheaton-Warrenville High School and 
as a PE instructor at Wheaton Central High 
School. Currently, she is a national lecturer for 
Knitwear Design and does freelance knitwear 
design for Interlacements Yarn, Misti, Alpaca 
Yarns, Storey Publishing (One Skein Wonders 
books), Knitters Edge.com, and AHA Moments 
Knots.com. Scott is an avid supporter of her 
alma mater, having attended well over 100 

University events and served on 
the Alumni Council for 10 years, 
and as president of the council 
from 2015-17. She was a WIU 
Leatherneck Club board member, 
has served on the WIU Strategic 
Planning Committee, spanning 
several years, and supports several 
areas of the University with her 
time and financially, including 
Alumni Programs, Athletics, Student 
Services, the arts, Kinesiology and 
scholarships. In her community, 

Scott serves on the Village of Glen Ellyn 
Recreation Commission Board, Ed Posh 
Scholarship Foundation Board, Junior Women’s 
Club of Glen Ellyn, Chicago chapter of Fashion 
Group International, the Haute Couture Club 
of Chicago, Glenbard West Boosters Club 
and is a fine arts committee member at First 
Methodist Church. Scott is a recipient of 
the National Council for Staff, Program and 
Organizational Development’s (NCSPOD) 
Outstanding Faculty Development Program 
award; is a board member of the Chicago Area 
Faculty Development Network (CAFDN) and 
of NCSPOD. She received her master’s degree 
from National Lewis University.

Carol E. Scott
Class of 1970
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Alumni Achievement Award Recipients (continued)
Washington, a 1987 Communication 
graduate and 1990 master’s in College 
Student Personnel graduate, has 
served as Executive Vice President/
CEO of Urbana University (a branch 
campus of Franklin University) in 
Columbus, OH since 2017. A 20-year 
employee of Franklin University, 
Washington first served as a member 
of the MBA faculty, and advanced to 
Associate Dean and Program Chair 
of the program in 2002, to Chief 
Academic Officer in 2005 and Provost 
in 2007. During his tenure, three 
colleges were formed, IACBE accreditation was 
obtained, the number of bachelor’s degrees 
doubled, master’s programs tripled and four 
doctoral programs were introduced. He is the 
recipient of The Bailey Award from Franklin 
University, which recognizes faculty members 

who have the most influence on 
their students, eLearning Magazine’s 
Learning Champion Award, the Ohio 
Magazine’s Outstanding Educator 
Award, and Business First Forty 
Under 40. Washington also served 
as an evaluator for the Higher 
Learning Commission, is a faculty 
adviser with the American Council 
on Education Leadership Programs 
and is on the Fulbright Specialist 
roster. Washington serves on a 
variety of local, state, and national 
boards, including as National Chair 

of Global Ties US, Vice Chair of the Mountain 
East Conference, and on the International 
Visitors Council of Columbus among others. 
At Western, Washington has presented to 
numerous classes. Washington earned his Ph.D. 
from The Ohio State University.

Christopher L. 
Washington

Class of 1987 and 1990
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Distinguished Faculty Lecturer

Dr. Kishor T. Kapale

Kishor Kapale, interim chair 
and professor in the WIU 
Department of Physics, 
earned his doctorate (2002) 
in theoretical quantum optics 
from Texas A&M University, 
his master’s degree in physics 
(1997) from the Indian Institute 
of Technology, Bombay, India, 
and his bachelor’s degree in 
physics from the University of 
Bombay, Bombay, India (1995). 

Professor Kapale joined 
Western’s faculty in 2007 
as an assistant professor after serving as a 
postdoctoral fellow at Princeton University, 
and as a National Research Council Research 
Associate at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
in California. He has served as the graduate 
coordinator for the WIU Department of Physics 
since 2010. He was co-founder of the Graduate 
Research Conference at WIU, and has served as 
the lead organizer of the conference since 2015. 
The conference provides graduate students 
an opportunity to showcase their scholarly, 
creative and professional work, as well as hone 
their presentation skills. He was awarded the 
College of Arts and Sciences 2017 Community 
Service Award. Kapale also received CITR’s “Best 
in Track” Award in the Professional Research 
and Creative Activities category in 2018. Since 
Fall 2016, Kapale has held the position of 
professor in the Department of Physics and 
currently serves as interim department chair.

Kapale has served on numerous department, 
college, and University committees, and has 
organized numerous community events, 
including sky-viewing and astronomy courses. 
He manages and coaches the FIRST Lego 
Robotics teams for local elementary school 
children to help them appreciate the role of 
science and technology in the modern world.

Kapale lectured and conducted workshops, 
delivered key note addresses, and presented 
papers in national and international 
conferences and conventions of professional 
associations of physics, such as the American 
Physical Society and the Optical Society of 
America. 

Kapale published “Studies 
in Quantum Statistical 
Mechanics: Condensate 
Statistics of an Ideal Bose Gas 
and Atomic Coherence Effects 
in Quantum Optics and Their 
Applications,” contributed 
chapters for two books, and 
authored/co-authored over 
40 pre-prints, conference 
papers, and articles in 
refereed journals. His 
research in the area of super-
resolution was recognized 

and featured in the American Physical Society’s 
weekly publication “Physics,” which presents a 
popular account of recent and notable physics 
research. Kapale was invited to write a research 
review on “Subwavelength Atom Localization” for 
the international, high-impact, yearly publication, 
“Progress in Optics,” and he has nearly 45 
publications to his credit that have close to 1,350 
citations, according to Google Scholar. 

Kapale considers the greatest honor 
for a theoretical physicist is to have an 
experimentalist test and/or realize their work 
in the lab. In 2007, the Physics Nobel Laureate 
William D. Phillips realized an idea Kapale, in 
collaboration with J.P. Dowling of Louisiana 
State University, had in 2005 on the interaction 
of spatial states of light carrying rotational 
energy with special phase of matter, called 
Bose-Einstein condensate, to allow efficient 
exchange of rotational energy between the two 
systems. Phillips and his team implemented 
the proposal in his laboratory at the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology facility 
in Maryland. This invention may one day lead 
to efficient gyroscopes for inertial navigation of 
airplanes, satellites, and space crafts.

The 2019 Distinguished Faculty Lecture 
is “A Stroll Through the Intriguing Quantum 
World.” Kapale took the campus community 
on a virtual tour of the counterintuitive, yet 
amazing quantum world, how we have come to 
develop the understanding of it, how it has led 
to some of the technologies we use today and 
the dream-filled path that lies ahead that may 
one day lead to a quantum computer.
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State of Illinois

J.B. Pritzker, Governor

Board of Trustees

Officers of the University
Martin Abraham, interim............................................................................................................. President
William T. Clow, interim.......................................................... Provost and Academic Vice President
Joseph A. Rives...................................Senior Vice President for Strategic Planning and Initiatives
William J. Polley.................................................................Vice President for Administrative Services
John W. Smith, interim.................................................................Vice President for Student Services

Academic Deans
Katrina M. Daytner, interim.......................................... College of Education and Human Services 
John A. Elfrink, interim...............................................................College of Business and Technology
Richard J. Hardy.............................................................................................Centennial Honors College
William G. Hoon, interim...................................................College of Fine Arts and Communication
Susan A. Martinelli-Fernandez............................................................... College of Arts and Sciences
Jeanne D. Stierman, interim.....................................................................................University Libraries

Patrick M. Twomey
Macomb

Erik Dolieslager
Quincy

Justin Brown
Secretary
Rantoul

Polly Radosh
Chair

Good Hope

Greg Aguilar
East Moline

Kisha M.J. Lang
Maywood

Doug Shaw
Vice Chair

Peoria

Carin Stutz
Chicago
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The Western Illinois University Ceremonial Mace

The ceremonial mace, a symbol of 
university scholarship and integrity 
since the 11th century, is used to 
lead the academic procession at 
commencement and other special 
ceremonial occasions, signifying 
the importance of the event and the 
confirmation of the academic process.

The University’s mace was designed by  
WIU Department of Art Chair Kat Myers, 
and crafted by Myers in collaboration with 
the late Kenneth B. Epperson, Western 
alumnus and former WIU Admissions’ 
community college director.

The turned walnut shaft is encircled by 
three engraved sterling silver bands 
with four pierced sterling silver fins 
cradling a freely moving gold sphere.

The fins represent Western Illinois 
University’s four core values—Academic 

Excellence, Educational Opportunity, 
Personal Growth, and Social 
Responsibility—positioned as the four 
directions of the compass. The sphere, 

representing the student, is held and 
guided by the fins as it moves to find its 
place in the world.

The incorporated sphere was 
formed by raising, a 3,000-year-old 
metalsmithing process, using steel 
hammers and forms to shape sheet 
metal. The sphere is made of 24K gold-
plated brass. While the process was 
chosen as a representation of Western’s 

respect for tradition, the sphere 
remains mobile, illustrating the 
University’s readiness to adapt as it 
looks toward an ever-changing future. 

About the Flags

Displayed in the arena are the flags of 15 nations representing students in today’s 
graduating class at Western Illinois University. The flags represent the following countries: 
Bangladesh, China, Ghana, India, Jamaica, Nepal, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, 
Thailand, Togo, Turkey, Turkmenistan, and the United States. Western Illinois University 
was home to students from 53 countries during the Fall 2019 semester.
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About the Gonfalons

Gonfalons made their inaugural appearance in Western’s Fall 2009 Commencement 
ceremonies. The gonfalons are banners hung from a crossbar on poles, which represent the 
specific group immediately following the gonfalonier, the person carrying the banner.

Their origins date back to medieval Italy, when gonfalons were used to distinguish Italian 
republics. They have also been used in ecclesiastical processions, as well as in war; and they 
have evolved into bearing coats of arms for individuals and groups.

Many universities and colleges have adopted the use of gonfalons to enhance the 
ceremonial nature of commencement exercises.

Today’s processionals include gonfalons for Western Illinois University, the School of 
Graduate Studies, and each of the four academic colleges: Arts and Sciences (white); 
Business and Technology (royal blue); Education and Human Services (UN blue); and Fine 
Arts and Communication (spice brown).

Academic Regalia

The colorful regalia worn by academicians is steeped in tradition, dating back to the 
ecclesiastical garb of the Middle Ages. Adaptations from ecclesiastical to academic dress 
began in early European universities, which were founded by the church. University 
faculty and students wore the adapted robes for distinction and warmth. The University of 
Cambridge is cited as the first to use the academic gown.

Representatives of American universities met in the early 1890s and agreed upon a standard 
style of academic attire. The Intercollegiate Code, revised in 1932, and again in 1959, is 
followed today by American colleges and universities, except for a few schools, which 
continue to use the styles of England.

Gowns are traditionally black. However, some universities have authorized use of a color 
symbolic of the institution. Bachelor’s gowns have pointed sleeves and are designed to be 
worn closed. Master’s and Specialist gowns have long, closed sleeves with an arc near the 
bottom and an opening for the arm. Doctoral gowns are faced with wide velvet panels and 
have bell-shaped sleeves with three horizontal velvet bars.

Caps, originally round, are typically square mortarboards. Some universities have adopted a 
doctor’s cap with a soft crown instead of the mortarboard.
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Academic Regalia (continued)
At Western, the tassel color of bachelor degree candidates indicates the college or program 
from which students graduate: College of Arts and Sciences, white for bachelor of arts, gold 
for bachelor of science, white and gold for bachelor of liberal arts and sciences, and apricot 
for bachelor of science in nursing; College of Business and Technology, sapphire blue; 
College of Education and Human Services, light blue for bachelor of science and bachelor 
of science in education, and citron for bachelor of social work; College of Fine Arts and 
Communication, brown for bachelor of arts, bachelor of fine arts, and bachelor of science, 
and pink for bachelor of music; General Studies Degree Program, white for bachelor of arts; 
and Interdisciplinary Studies, white for bachelor of arts and gold for bachelor of science. 
Master’s tassels are black. Doctoral tassels are old gold.

Hoods, which originally were attached to the gown and could be slipped over the head for 
warmth, are the most colorful articles of specialist, master’s, and doctor’s clothing. The 
color of the lining of the hood represents the university awarding the degree. The color of 
the facing of the hood reflects the academic discipline of the wearer’s highest degree. At 
Western, the colors awarded for doctoral and graduate degrees are: light blue, education 
doctorate, education specialist, and master of science in education; gold, specialist in 
school psychology and master of science; sapphire blue, master of accountancy and master 
of business administration; white, master of arts; white and gold, master of liberal arts and 
sciences; pink, master of music; and brown, master of fine arts.

Colors which may be seen among the marching faculty and their corresponding fields of 
study include: brown (fine arts), crimson ( journalism), dark blue (philosophy), golden yellow 
(science), lemon yellow (library science), light blue (education), yellow brown (commerce, 
business, accountancy), pink (music), purple (law), sage green (physical education), scarlet 
(theology), gold and white (liberal arts and sciences), and white (arts, letters, humanities).
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Information for Degree Candidates

Undergraduate and graduate students are eligible to participate in Commencement if they 
anticipate completion of requirements for graduation during the fall semester.

The roster of candidates listed in this program is a compilation of those eligible to 
participate and who have not submitted the Exclusion of Directory Information Form. It 
should not be construed either as a complete or official list of those who will receive a 
University degree. Due to printing deadlines, names of some degree recipients may not 
appear, while names of degree candidates may appear even though they have not completed 
their degree requirements.

Honors distinctions are based on the candidate’s academic record at the time of 
publication.

Diplomas will be mailed approximately eight weeks after Commencement to those who 
have completed requirements and have no University encumbrances.

The University has arranged for a professional photographer to take individual photographs 
as students cross the stage. Order forms and proofs will be mailed to the diploma address. 
DVDs of each ceremony will also be available through this mailing.

The University’s official registry for conferral of degrees is the Office of the Registrar,  
1 University Circle, Macomb, IL 61455-1390.

Guest Information

Western is proud to recognize the accomplishments of our graduates and hopes each 
ceremony is a meaningful event for graduates, families, friends, faculty, and staff.

Please silence all electronic devices. For safety and decorum, aisles must remain clear 
during the ceremony. Guests are expected to remain seated until the stage party, faculty, 
and graduates have recessed.

Disability parking and seating are available at Western Hall. Assistive listening devices are 
available at the north lobby information table in Western Hall. Sign language interpretation 
is also provided. Mobility devices provided by Western are not permitted outside Western 
Hall.

A public first aid station in Western Hall is located in the east-west hallway behind the 
lower seating level on the south side.

Please note all emergency exit locations. Emergency exits in Western Hall are located 
behind the stage at the west end of the gym, through the East Arena, and through the main 
entry at the north lobby doors.

Western Illinois University is a smoke-free and tobacco-free campus.
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CANDIDATES FOR DOCTORAL DEGREES

College of Education and Human Services 
Doctor of Education

Educational Leadership
Dr. Eric C. Sheffield, Director

Andrew Thomas Fenton 

“Simple Leadership for Complicated Times: 
An Examination of Emotional Intelligence, 
Servant Leadership, and the Elementary 
School Principal”

Dissertation Chair: Dr. James G. La Prad 

Janean Susan Friedman 

“Self-Regulated Learning Self-Efficacy in 
Young Males as Related to Intense Non-
School Affiliated Extracurricular Activities”

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Sharon R. Stevens 

Michelle Erin Hetrovicz 

“The Impact of Universal Mindfulness 
Programming on Students’ Social Emotional 
School Adjustment”

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Bridget Z. Sheng 

Victorene King 

“A Study on the Beliefs and Attitudes of School 
Staff about the Causes of Poverty and Their 
Perceived Preparedness to Meet the Needs of 
Students Experiencing Poverty”

Dissertation Chair: Dr. James G. La Prad 

Tamara Gemuend La Prad

“The Rural Illinois Teacher Shortage as an 
Existential Crisis: A Study of School and 
Teacher Purpose Through the Perceptions of 
West Central Illinois High School Students”

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Lora L. Wolff

Isaac James Newman

“A Qualitative Analysis of a Midwestern 
Community College’s Employees’ Use of 
CliftonStrengths”

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Sharon R. Stevens 
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*	Completed degree requirements Summer 2019

CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATE DEGREES

College of Arts and Sciences 
Master of Arts

	 English 
	 Dr. Christopher L. Morrow,  
	 Interim Chair 

	 Carlie J. Allison 
*	Dakota T. Carlson
*	Kate Marie Ivy
*	Nicholaus Bonifacio 

Nusbaumer
*	Grace Sheley
*	Kristin Michelle Sheppard
*	Christivel Clara Zulu

	G eography
	 Dr. Samuel K. Thompson

*	Erienne Amanda Davis
*	Justin Krohn
*	Joshua Isaiah Thomas

	H istory
	 Dr. Keith A. Boeckelman,  
	 Interim Chair

*	Jennifer R. Como

	P olitical Science
	 Dr. Keith A. Boeckelman, Chair

*	Tata Diawara
*	Carlos Francisco Ortega
*	Khayla Nikiya Perkins

	S ociology 
	 Dr. John F. Wozniak, Chair 

*	Rebecca Lee Creager
	 Greg Kalnes 
	 Jaclyn Lorraine Smith 

Master of Liberal Arts and Sciences

	 Liberal Arts and Sciences 
	 Dr. James A. Schmidt,  
	 Interim Chair 

	 Robin Rochelle Bauerly 

Master of Science

	 Biology 
	 Dr. Ranessa L. Cooper, Chair 

*	Deji David Adekanye 
*	Adedayo Adelakun 
	 Adeyemi Tunde James 

Adesanwo 
	 Charmayne Lynn Anderson 
	 Cortney Cox 
	 Edward Dean Davis 
	 Douglas Ross Elliott II 
	 Nicholas Emory 
	 Samuel T. Klimas 
	 Allison Lenaerts 
	 Guoqiang Lin 
*	Hannah Catherine Little 
	 Opeyemi Samuel Oduniyi 
	 Ajiboye Arinola Oloke 
*	Sierra Ann Semel 
	 Johanna Sholar 

	C hemistry 
	 Dr. Rose M. McConnell, Chair 

*	Joshua Carl David Bartels
*	Rachel Crews
*	Rebecca Lynn Haughey
*	Frank Lin
	 Ravali Mekala 
	 Kyle Murphy 
	 Tiwalola Morenike Ogunleye 
	 Terrence D. Petry, Jr. 
	 Einsteen Ravi 
	 Vasilia Spourdalakis 

	M athematics
	 Dr. Victoria Baramidze,  
	 Interim Chair 

*	Angelo Domenico Amato
	 Manjula Mahesh K. Ranpati 

Dewage 
*	Darby Howard Vaughn

	P sychology 
	 Dr. Karen L. Sears, Chair 

*	Aimee Xi Lu Bertolli
	 Emma I. Fullerton 
*	Alisha Nichole Steiner
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College of Business and Technology 
Master of Accountancy

	A ccountancy 
	 Dr. Gregg S. Woodruff, Chair 

	 Sean Nathan Drake 
	 Emily Ann Holmes 

	 Morgan Kumer 
	 Vladimir Suchkov 

Master of Arts

	 Economics
	 Dr. Gregg S. Woodruff,  
	 Interim Chair

*	Jacob Fassler
*	Mason Rueger

*	Md. Shahjahan
*	Bokovi Edouard Tobossou

Master of Business Administration

	 Business Administration 
	 Dr. Tara Feld, Interim Director 

	 Kelsey Jane Askam 
	 Brandon E. Barnhart 
*	Laury Chaussee
	 Michael Eliot Crisman 

*	Jordan Michael Elizondo
*	Marine Patricia Foray
	 Jessica L. Forman 
	 Amarjargal Ganbaatar 
	 Collin Just 
	 Andrea Leonie Laermans 
	 Nathan William Neighbour 

	 William Digger Oster 
*	Cameron Austin Lee Smith
	 Donna Rae Smith 
*	Mitchell Stephenson
	 Kirsten Danielle Todd 
*	Joseph W. Yalda

Master of Science

	 Applied Statistics and  
	D ecision Analytics 
	 Dr. Gregg S. Woodruff,  
	 Interim Chair 

	 Olusegun Tunbosun Adebo 
	 Israel Nana Bonsu 
*	Yoro Diakité
	 Uzoma Vivian Igwe
*	Noren Livingston
**	Duangdalad Mondech
	 Mariela Antonia Trevino 

	C omputer Science 
	 Dr. Dennis M. DeVolder,  
	 Director 

	 Ifeoluwa Adediran 
	 Mohammed Almakki 
	 Saikiran Annedla 
	 Naga Sai Sumanth Are 
	 Sivapavani Chittapragada 
	 Matthew Clemmens 
	 Manikishore Dasari 

	 Gayatri Devarapalli 
	 Justin Michael Doty 
	 Vamshi Gajula 
*	Archana Reddy Gurimitkala
	 Mohamed Hamza 
	 Vaishnavi Keerthi Srinivas 
	 Nabeel Mohammed Asim 

Khan 
	 Chaitanya Kommalapati 
	 Sravanthi Mallireddy 
	 Berdimyrat Mammedov 
	 Hemangi Janardan Mhatre 
	 Varsha Rohit Mulpuri 
	 Raju Tejashree Mundarige 
	 Sanjana Reddy Nagam 
	 Rithesh Neela 
	 Aminat Olufunmilayo 

Odusanya 
	 Karuna Reddy Pailla 
	 Gayathri Palakodety 
	 Sairam Panguluri 
	 Ashalatha Potti 
	 Rahul Ramesh Sanap 

	 Sai Prakash Reddy Telukutla 
	 Bharath Krishna Vellanki 
	 Hongwei Wang 
	 Necdet Dogancan Yormaz 

	 Engineering  
	T echnology Leadership 
	 Mr. Rafael Obregon,  
	 Interim Chair 

	 Reda Mohammed Alhubail 
	 Mustafa Ghazi Alkhabbaz 
	 Sai Kiran Badugu 
	 Emmanuel Adetoyese Esan 
	 Stoney Ike Lee Haines 
	 Sandeep Macharla 
*	Natasia McDade
	 Enifome Obuke 
	 Nihal P. Patel 
*	Shannon Tyler
	 David A. Whitehurst 

*	Completed degree requirements Summer 2019
** Completed degree requirements Spring 2019
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Master of Science (continued)

	I nstructional Design  
	 and Technology 
	 Dr. Rafael Obregon,  
	 Interim Chair 

	 Brooke Alise Anselmi
*	Erin Mackenzie Campbell
	 Shyan Rochell Edwards 
	 Farhat Hayydov 
*	Ashley M. Jump 

	 Ifedayo Oladipupo Kehinde 
*	Ryan Scott Kitzmann
*	Tawanda Lovejoy 

Mberikwazvo
	 Terrell L. Odom 
	 Taofeek Tomiwa Oladepo 
	 Sara L. Rigg 
	 Telisha Jo Walters 
	 Warren A. West 

	 Quantitative Economics 
	 Dr. Gregg S. Woodruff,  
	 Interim Chair 

	 Olanrewaju Afolabi-Bello
	 Farhana Ahmed 
	 S.M. Anamul Hasan 
	 Grace Kikelomo Ibirogba 

College of Education and Human Services 
Education Specialist

	 Educational Leadership 
	 Dr. Eric C. Sheffield, Director 

*	Andrew Berlinski
	 Jesse Larson Brandt 

	 Emily Erickson-Betz 
*	Bradley R. Jockisch
*	Matthew Klaska

	 Anthony Richard Shinall 
	 Lisa Marie Weaver 

Master of Arts

	 Law Enforcement and  
	 Justice Administration 
	 Dr. Jill Joline Myers, Director 

*	Anna Balek
*	Jessica Banks
*	James R. Boparai
*	Steven E. Cadle
*	Jerel Jones
*	Joseph Anthony Pierce

	P ublic Safety  
	A dministration 
	 Dr. Jill Joline Myers, Director 

	 Nathan Timothy Brown 
	 Hollis C. Henry 
	 Megan Marie Icenogle 
	 Mickey Jader 
	 Alexis Joyner 
	 Raven Lawton 

	 Chloe Cassandra Layne 
	 Jenna L. Lopez 
	 Miranda M. McDonald 
	 Joel Sanders 
	 Molly Elizabeth Wright 
	 Paul Yaras 

Master of Science

	 College Student  
	P ersonnel Services
	 Dr. Holly J. Nikels, Chair

*	Kristian William Clayton
*	Christina Conroy
*	Daniel M. Dankert
*	Darin Dunphy
*	Kristen Jean Foster
*	Allyson Mann
*	Kelly Lynn Norman
*	Temwa Phiri
*	Ivan Rodriguez

*	Andrew Anthony Salemi
*	Sierra Smith
*	Sarah Michelle Twaddle
*	Nicholas Allen Wagner
*	Cassandra Lynn Wallace

	H ealth Sciences 
	 Dr. Lorette S. Oden, Chair 

	 Bolarinwa Akinwumi 
	 Oluwasegun Austine 

Akinyemi 
	 John C. Banks 

*	Roselind Brown
	 Anaiah Buckner-Payne 
*	Courtney S. Coleman
	 Ozioma Grace Ehiwuogwu 
*	Caitlin Elizabeth Herrera 

Merritt
*	Boluwaji Iyiola
*	Kari Jones
*	Ifeoma Elizabeth Okani
	 Jacob A. Wagner 
*	Travis Deron Walker 

*	Completed degree requirements Summer 2019
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Master of Science (continued)

	 Kinesiology 
	 Dr. Renee L. Polubinsky, Chair 

*	Jillian Ann Beach
	 Jaclyn Finney 
*	Courtney Johnson
*	Patrick Lauderdale
*	Taryn Michaela Marton
	 Olajumoke Mary Oke 
*	Dagmar E. Ralphs
*	Michael A. Tangorra
*	Kyle Marcus Thorson

	R ecreation, Park and  
	T ourism Administration 
	 Dr. Michael D. Lukkarinen,  
	 Interim Chair 

	 Michelle Marie Barger 
	 Samantha Joselynne Boyd 

*	Cole R. Carmack
	 Symphony Hope Dennis 
	 Cassidy Depoy 
*	Tracy Alice Ellis
*	Sandesh Ghimire 
	 Delaney Havens 
*	Derek Hoffman
*	Shawnae M. Holliday
*	Tyler Lafferty
*	Kylie M. Lembke
	 Katie Little 
	 Brian Eric Lovejoy, Jr. 
	 Shiying Luo 
	 Apolline Ngati 
*	Cody J. Presny
	 Clark Evan Ramser
	 Kara Lynn Sahagian
*	Erin Kathleen Sullivan
	 Keyerra Monet Taylor 

*	Summer LeDele Thorsten
	 Diamonique M. White 

	S port Management 
	 Dr. Renee L. Polubinsky, Chair 

*	Sydney Crafton
	 Gabrielle K. Douglas 
*	Blake Emerson Johnson
*	Alexandria Lin Krehbiel
	 Lanier Raul-Omar Mays, Jr.
*	Titus Perez
	 Charles JP Peytavin 
	 Aziz Tahir 
	 Jorion E. Tucker
*	Vattel Dietrich Voigt
	 Dominique D’reco Wright 

Prather 

Master of Science in Education

	 Counseling
	 Dr. Holly J. Nikels, Chair

*	Ryan Michael Winckler

	C urriculum and  
	I nstruction 
	 Dr. Eric C. Sheffield, Director 

	 Kristin Marie Conrad 
	 Erika Dietrich 
	 Jaclyn Gombert 
	 Paulina Hampel 
	 Alexsis M. Hanske
*	Katie Jane Hobrock
	 Betsy Ann Ingram 
	 Alyssa Mack 
	 Christina Anne McCaw 
	 Laura Milburn 
	 Gina Marie Miller 
	 Nga P. Morris 
	 Jennie Pollitt 
	 Grant R. Putnam 
	 John E. Weter 
	 Elizabeth Williams 
	 Cheryl L. Wooden 
	 Carmen Emily Yagow 

	 Educational and  
	I nterdisciplinary Studies 
	 Dr. Eric C. Sheffield, Director 

	 Laura Christine Adell 
	 Mike Mertel 

	 Educational Leadership 
	 Dr. Eric C. Sheffield, Director 

	 Megan R. Braun-Howard 
*	David Brown
	 Christina Marie Carlson 
	 Lauren Ashley Crowley
*	Lisa R. Engel
	 Kelsey June Erickson 
*	Travis Findlay
	 Elliot James Hernan 
*	Meghan J. Leenerts
	 Casey Lee Miller 
	 Paul Garrett Mills 
	 Mary Irene Peterson 
*	Beth A. Raygor
	 Regina Schwindenhammer
	 Jessica Rae Siefken 
	 Jazmin Taylor 
	 Casey Jay Wyant 

	 Educational Studies 
	 Dr. Eric C. Sheffield, Director 

	 Emily Byrne
*	Judy C. DeWilde
*	Holly J. Schou

	R eading 
	 Dr. Eric C. Sheffield, Director 

	 Stephanie Lynn Mersman 
*	Alina Schafman

*	Completed degree requirements Summer 2019
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College of Fine Arts and Communication 
Master of Arts

	 Communication 
	 Dr. Peter F. Jorgensen, Chair 

	 Roseline O. Ajifolokun-
Agboola 

	 Alisha Chevelle Alexander 

	 Nicole Jones 
*	Shaun Jordan
	 Kelsey Anne Kuhar 
	 Rebecca Marie Probasco 

	M useum Studies 
	 Dr. Pamela J. White, Director 

	 Olivia Covert 
	 Senia Glenn Powell Sikkink 
	 Elana Leigh Yanusz 

Master of Music

	 Music 
	 Dr. Jeffrey Brown,  
	 Interim Director 

	 Siyuan Chen 
*	Bruce Allan York

Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs 
Master of Arts

	 Community and  
	 Economic Development 
	 Dr. Christopher D. Merrett,  
	 Director 

*	Cheikh Pape Cisse
	 Stepheny L. McMahon 
	 Ashley Nicole Richter 
	 Mercyvannunpar Zathang

*	Completed degree requirements Summer 2019
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CANDIDATES FOR BACCALAUREATE DEGREES

College of Arts and Sciences 
Bachelor of Arts

	A nthropology
	 Dr. John F. Wozniak, Chair

	 Department Scholar
*	Lyndisty Littell 

	 Summa Cum Laude
*	Lyndisty Littell
	 ___
	 Gregory Bates
	 Rebecca Lynn McCollum
	 Wendy N. Spataro

	 English
	 Dr. Christopher L. Morrow,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Department Scholar 
	 Joseph Anthony Turk

	 Magna Cum Laude
	 Joseph Anthony Turk

	 Cum Laude
*	Allison Christine Carlsen
	 Addison Michelle Hammond
	 Jason Robert Welvaert
	 ___

	 Laura Caridad Landa
	 Michelle Martá Sierra

	F oreign Languages  
	 and Cultures
	 Dr. Luciano C. Picanco, Chair

	 Department Scholar 
*	Itzel Ariana Lopez

	H istory
	 Dr. Keith A. Boeckelman,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Department Scholar 
*	Quinn Rumler 

	 Magna Cum Laude
*	Quinn Rumler

	 Cum Laude
	 Daniel Kellogg
	 Kristine Kay Roach
	 ___
	 Chance Tyler Adams
	 Madeline P. Field
	 Shayla Gustafson
	 Leia Hastings

	 Christopher Chandler 
Kachiroubas

	 Kyle Sealey

	P olitical Science
	 Dr. Keith A. Boeckelman, Chair

	 Bradford Matthew Baxter
	 Lindsay B. Kring

	S ociology
	 Dr. John F. Wozniak, Chair

	 Khalil Johnson
	 Michael Quarles
	 Jeannette C. Washa
	 Brittani Marie Williams

	S panish
	 Dr. Luciano C. Picanco, Chair

	 Heustolia Piña Ordaz

	W omen’s Studies
	 Dr. James A. Schmidt,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Kathryn A. Nettleton

Bachelor of Science

	B iology
	 Dr. Ranessa L. Cooper, Chair

	 Department Scholar 
	 Kelsey Faith Fay

	 Magna Cum Laude
	 Adria Gabrielle Ramey
	 ___
	 Ashley Blake Anderson
	 Carley Mae Brown
	 Madison Bulin
	 Kelsey Faith Fay
	 Jewel Latresé Harrell
	 Kaitlyn Rose Hickerson

	 Jordan Kane Huskey
	 Emily Ann Lower
	 Clarissa Quinn Martin
	 Emily Stephaine Mercado
	 Mawule Georges Messan
	 Samantha Yuki Odenthal
	 Bradley Olson
	 Thomas Colt Plate
	 Argelia Pimentel Reza
	 Kenia Pimentel Reza
	 Myya Reneé Robinson
	 Guadalupe Rojas
	 Alexander Michael Schlacks
	 Joshua D. Simpson

	 Rachel Laura Sojka
	 Ayomide Victoria Tabiti
	 Antwon Lee Tanna
	 Gladys A. Torres
	 Zaira Jannet Vargas
	 Lindsey Gerry Weintraub
	 Daniel James Whiteside
	 Clayton S. Wunder

	C hemistry
	 Dr. Rose M. McConnell, Chair

	 Department Scholar
*	Erika Olson

*	Honors Scholar
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*	Honors Scholar

Bachelor of Science (continued)
	 Cum Laude
*	Erika Olson
	 ___
	 Andrew Gindi
	 Amoiya L. Green
	 Ciara Brazon Larry
	 Travis W. Zeh

	F orensic Chemistry
	 Dr. Rose M. McConnell, Chair

	 Department Scholar 
*	Amanda LaPage
	 ___
	 Jessica Marie Jostes
*	Amanda LaPage
	 Kasey Steil
	 Zachary Thomas Sullivan

	G eographic 
	I nformation Science
	 Dr. Samuel K. Thompson, Chair

	 Jared Adam Streder
	 Alexander Wagley

	G eology
	 Dr. Samuel K. Thompson, Chair

	 Michael J. B. Camasta

	M athematics
	 Dr. Victoria Baramidze,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Department Scholar 
	 Hind Abdelgadir Ali

	 Magna Cum Laude
	 Hind Abdelgadir Ali
	 ___
	 Cheterra McCray

	M eteorology
	 Dr. Samuel K. Thompson, Chair

	 Matthew Alexander English

	P hysics
	 Dr. Kishor T. Kapale,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Department Scholar 
*	Madeleine Wilsey

	 Magna Cum Laude
*	Madeleine Wilsey
	 ___
	 Natalie Sielaff

	P sychology
	 Dr. Karen L. Sears, Chair

	 Magna Cum Laude
	 Alexander Kenyon Knack
	 ___

	 John Paul Arriaga
	 Crystal Brooke
	 Alyssa Ann Castro
	 Nathalie Castro
	 Cashae- LaBrie Davis
	 Amanda Alis De Avila
	 Amy L. Devleeschouwer
	 Tiara L. Dunbar
	 Zekari Iman Dungey
	 Taylor Joi Holmes
	 Kathryn Elizabeth Huber-

Johnson
	 Amberlynn Jones
	 Shiquita D. Lacy
	 Kathleen Elizabeth Lennon
	 Jordan Nicole Looney
	 Gabrielle Love
	 Aladaius Mahone, Jr.
	 Maria Guadalupe Manzo
	 Patrick Miller
	 Brianne Ranee Minarsich
	 Travis A. Nelson
	 Adam Atif Odeh
	 Ephraim Obioha Okeke
	 Brianna M. Reese
	 Jacob Matthew Ries
	 Kiley Rynae Schneider
	 Katie Scarlett Staggs
	 Darian Elaine Stevens
	 Sara K. Stimmell
	 Megan Rose Waller
	 Patricia Watts
	 Itwynette Whitiker

Bachelor of Science in Nursing

	N ursing
	 Dr. P. Lea Monahan, Director

	 Joe Tessmer
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*	Honors Scholar

Bachelor of Liberal Arts and Sciences

	L iberal Arts and  
	S ciences
	 Dr. James A. Schmidt,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Raquel Andrea Burns
	 Jordan Huff

	 Sara J. Mason
	 Ashley Ann Mojica
	 Holly Sackfield-Ryser

College of Business and Technology 
Bachelor of Arts

	 Economics
	 Dr. Gregg S. Woodruff,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Love Temitayo Odufuwa
	 Nike Nakeya Pennington
	 Chance Wilson

Bachelor of Business

	A ccountancy
	 Dr. Gregg S. Woodruff, Chair

	 Department Scholar
	 Joshua Charles Franke

	 Magna Cum Laude
	 James R. Boyles
	 Joshua Charles Franke
*	Michelle Ranee Hall

	 Cum Laude
	 Alexandra J. Bledsoe
*	Emily Reichert
	 ___
	 Stephanie Amelia Adams
	 Samuel Parker Buchanan
	 Guadalupe Carrillo
	 Erin Kathleen DeVore
	 Deon Duff, Jr.
	 Justin M. Dziwlik
	 Laura Elizabeth Gottwald
	 Alisha Jones
	 Mycha E. Lemerond
	 Jordan C. Mills
	 Stephen M. Oles
	 Allison Strachan

	 Hilary Tanner
	 Fang Zheng

	 Economics
	 Dr. Gregg S. Woodruff,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Michelle Odalis Barrera
	 Austin Allen Kelly
	 Jailen Williams

	F inance
	 Dr. Gregg S. Woodruff, Chair

	 Department Scholar
	 Dakota William David Hicks

	 Summa Cum Laude
	 Dakota William David Hicks

	 Magna Cum Laude
	 Ty Billy Huston
	 ___
	 Natasha J. Erxleben
	 Bradley P. Morris
	 Kyle Sanft
	 Christopher Schaeffer, Jr.

	 Nathaniel Hawthorne 
Simpson III

	 Touré Lanell Smith
	 Kimberly S. Tucker
	 Shuai Yang

	H uman Resource  
	M anagement
	 Dr. Craig A. Conrad, Director

	 Department Scholar
	 Jean Clark 

	 Magna Cum Laude
	 Jean Clark
	 ___
	 Karen D. Burk
	 Kennedy Raye Gilmour
	 Leah Kay Graham
	 Olivia Danielle Jimenez
	 Joshua R. Miller
	 Kayla R. Preston

	M anagement
	 Dr. Craig A. Conrad, Director

	 Department Scholar 
	 Delyn Ruser
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*	Honors Scholar

Bachelor of Business (continued)
	 ___
	 Nicholas Paul Anthony
	 Peyton Kelsey Armbrust
	 Shamaara Ty’Quasia Bell
	 Anthony Clarke
	 DeJonte R. Coleman
	 Brandon Nicholas deBoer
	 Ashley Beth DeSplinter
	 My Chan Din
	 Kyle Huebner
	 Kayla Anne Kaminski
	 Stephanie Korf
	 Kimberly Nicole Lowe
	 Madison Michelle Manion
	 Annamarie Grace Meumann
	 Jesse Ramos
	 Delyn Ruser
	 Nicholas Seaton-Garrick
	 Abigail Louise Stevenson
	 Fernanda E. Villanueva
	 Ty R. Williams
	 James M. Wilson

	M arketing
	 Dr. Craig A. Conrad, Director

	 Department Scholar 
	 Wyatt Langston Spier

	 Summa Cum Laude
	 Cassondra Jean Billingsley

	 Magna Cum Laude
	 Wyatt Langston Spier

	 Cum Laude
	 Braelynn Louise Beeler
*	Tucker E. Lee
	 ___
	 Bradford Kenneth Bolin
	 Tyler Garcia
	 Kimberly R. Griffith
	 Brendan Harper
	 Dennis Michael Hendon III
	 Thomas Geoffrey Hollis
	 Phillip Wayne Kudela
	 Matthew W. McCune
	 Ariel Breshay Morrow
	 James M. Pierson
	 Bailey Roth
	 Timothy James Wolf

	S upply Chain  
	M anagement
	 Dr. Craig A. Conrad, Director

	 Department Scholar
	 Sydney Palmer

	 Cum Laude
*	Michael Joseph Button
	 ___
	 Catherine Aguilar
	 Seth Brady
	 James E. Cox
	 Alec Charles Drake
	 Nathan Michael Erickson
	 Noah D. Forbes
	 Miranda Noelle Joana Mae 

Gossage
	 Kylie N. Kelsall
	 Derek John Lahey
	 Collin J. Lovich
	 James Robert Maloney
	 KeVohn P. McMahon
*	Joshua James Newton
	 Sydney Palmer
	 Erin Riley
	 Monica Sanchez
	 Mitchell Spiller
	 Joseph N. Villafuerte

Bachelor of Science

	A griculture
	 Dr. Andrew J. Baker, Director

	 Department Scholar 
*	Karissa L. Graves 

	 Magna Cum Laude
*	Karissa L. Graves
	 ___
*	Madison N. Andrae
	 Zachary R. Bischoff
	 Victoria Leigh Boyd
	 Sidney Nicole Boyer
	 Jessica Michelle Calvin
	 Jensen D. Corzatt
	 Caisey Jayne DeOrnellas
	 Elle Nicole Farmer
	 Spencer Drew Griffin
	 Leah M. Hembrough

	 Curtis Howerton
	 Cyle Keith LaFollett
	 Benjamin P. Martens
*	Jonathan Mario McConville
	 Emily L. Millburg
	 Logan D. Moore
	 Erika A. Nord
	 Olivia C. Perez
	 Madelyn Ann Ray
	 Ryan Joseph Shortness
	 Andrew J. Smith
	 Brittany Leanne Smith
	 Lars Smith
	 Morgan Swiecichowski
	 Trevor D. Torrance
	 Jakob Bruce Wilson

	A pparel and Textile  
	M erchandising
	 Dr. Craig A. Conrad, Director

	 Diamond Tiera Claiborne
	 Courtney K. Donovan
	 Emily Harding
	 Elizabeth Hernandez
	 Caroline Alexandrea Stinnett
	 Rebecca A. Suggs

	C omputer Science
	 Dr. Dennis M. DeVolder,  
	 Director

	 Department Scholar
	 Ethan Massie 
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Bachelor of Science (continued)
	 Summa Cum Laude
	 Nolan Clark Groenewold
	 Ethan Massie

	 Magna Cum Laude
	 Shawn S. Ferdig

	 Cum Laude
	 Jake Bussa
	 ___
	 Paul Copeland
	 Kenneth Owen Lloyd III
	 Timothy Gerald Mardesen
	 Brenden Tushmone 

McQuitter
	 Matthew F. Orth
	 Kienan Rose
	 Jordan Bradford Sears
	 Marshall Forest Sherwin
	 Nicholas Karl Simpson
	 David P. Traviolia

	C onstruction and  
	F acilities Management
	 Mr. Rafael Obregon,  
	 Interim Chair

	 John W. Kirby
	 Blake L. Lowderman
	 Sean David Lynch
	 Trae Anthony Nichols
	 Owen J. Nogosky
	 Nicholas George Sirovy
	 Tristan Jason Thies

	C yber Security
	 Dr. Dennis M. DeVolder,  
	 Director

	 Jamieria Ann Stennis

	 Engineering
	 Dr. William F. Pratt, Director

	 Schaune Jhonny Hannibal
	 Melissa A. Mesmer

	 Engineering  
	T echnology
	 Mr. Rafael Obregon,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Department Scholar 
	 Gregory Alan Wyman 

	 Summa Cum Laude
*	James Wolfgang Hoerdeman
	 ___
	 Cody Charles Cutkomp
	 Jeremiah A. Johnson
	 Olatunji Quadri
	 Brae S. Williams
	 Gregory Alan Wyman

	G raphic Communication
	 Mr. Rafael Obregon,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Brandon Dority
	 Jose Angel Espinoza
	 Eric Villasenor

	I nformation Systems
	 Dr. Dennis M. DeVolder,  
	 Director

	 Department Scholar 
*	Jacob Sneade

	 Summa Cum Laude
*	Jacob Sneade
	 ___
	 Travis Alan Crose
	 Vincent M. Mugnolo
	 Bradley Scott Parker
	 Daniel William Porter
	 Spencer E. Prather

	M echanical  
	 Engineering
	 Dr. William F. Pratt, Director

	 Henry Komasi Ayikey
	 Thomas S. Green
	 Adrian Riojas

	N etwork Technologies
	 Dr. Dennis M. DeVolder,  
	 Director

	 Department Scholar
	 Cory L.W. Clark

	 Cum Laude
	 Cory L.W. Clark
	 ___
	 Malcolm D. Nelson

College of Education and Human Services 
Bachelor of Science

	A thletic Training
	 Dr. Renee L. Polubinsky, Chair

	 Megan Alane Lotarski

	D ietetics
	 Dr. Renee L. Polubinsky, Chair

	 Kasia Virginia Cisak
	 Shelby Marie Ronzio

	 Emergency  
	M anagement
	 Dr. Jill Jolene Myers, Director

	 Jacob D. Day

	 Exercise Science
	 Dr. Renee L. Polubinsky, Chair

	 Matt Costenson-Segura
	 Janell Lasha Cross
	 Lucas Angelo Foster
	 Amber S. Granderson
	 Chad Alejandro Guerrero
	 Thomas Hett
	 Michael Anthony Kane

*	Honors Scholar
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Bachelor of Science (continued)

	F amily and  
	C onsumer Sciences
	 Dr. Renee L. Polubinsky, Chair

	 Briana Jakia Johnson
	 Melissa Jade McCollough
	 Nidia G. Tinoco

	F ire Protection  
	S ervices
	 Dr. Jill Joline Myers, Director

	 Kevin B. Donoghue
	 Brandon M. DuPage
	 Charles James Meno
	 Peter Benjamin Gerdes 

Saucedo
	 Kelsey Schrodt

	H ealth Services  
	M anagement
	 Dr. Lorette S. Oden, Chair

	 Maranda Wills

	H ospitality  
	M anagement
	 Dr. Michael D. Lukkarinen,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Department Scholar 
	 Timothy N. Trilk

	 Magna Cum Laude
	 Timothy N. Trilk
	 ___
	 Donald Clayton Barnes II
	 Annika Michelle Carter
	 Lauren E. Ehlert
	 La’Keira Moné Jones
	 Joshua Dean White

	L aw Enforcement and  
	 Justice Administration
	 Dr. Jill Joline Myers, Director

	 Department Scholar 
	 Michael Thomas Charles 

Doran

	 Summa Cum Laude
	 Michael Thomas Charles 

Doran
	 Pedro Luis Herrera
*	Michael Steven Zack

	 Magna Cum Laude
	 Colleen A. Gaborek
*	Leah Murphy
	 Aigne’ M. Thompson
*	Kevin M. Tracz
	 Kyle W. Trousil
*	Christopher A. Wagner, Jr.
	 Erik Xhyra

	 Cum Laude
	 Joshua Ray Ferrari
	 Zachary M. Stec
	 ___
	 Parker John Aftanas
	 Brennan J. Anderson
	 Jacqueline M. Anderson
*	Madalyn Anderson
	 Miguel Avila
	 Miles D. Bankston
	 Natalie Barrows
	 Edward L. Bitner-Mitchell
	 Alexandra Nicole Brown
	 Bryan Bumps
	 Christopher Burnham
	 Staneisha R. Burns
	 Leticia Isabel Cerón
	 AyTaysheia Quintara Chaires
	 Kimberly Cipolla
	 Ryder Cudd
	 Kaliyn Amillia Douglas 

Cummings
	 Courtney Ann Dalton
*	Emily Lucille Davis
*	Adam D. Fackler
	 Kevin James Giroux
	 Jordan James Green
	 Matthew Gunby
	 Bryce Joel Haddix
	 Jessica Jo-Lin Morgan 

Higgins-Plue
	 Brandon R. Ismiel
	 Jake Thomas Klyber
*	Branden Kmetz
	 Brittany Lane

	 Rayco Lee, Jr.
	 Dalton Arin Liming
	 Asja Marie Little
	 Alexander Antonio Lopez
	 Miranda Joy Madden
	 Dwayne A. Marshall
	 Alyse Grace McGuinn
	 Eric Merrill
	 Monae M. Miles
	 Alexander Carson Newman
	 Rebecca Ochoa Moreno
	 Jeffrey Odens
	 Reynol Pesina
	 Coleton Albert Pohl
	 Dylan T. Rathnau
	 Brandon Ringo
	 Luis Rivas
	 Kurt John Rosenberg
	 Joshua Ruggiero
	 Joseph C. Sandora
	 Coleton Christopher Schrock
	 Jordan Christine Schroetter
	 Shannon Rae Skinner
	 Caitlyn Paige Stern
	 Kayla Stoll
	 Anthony L. Stoops
	 Trevaughn A. Sumerlin
	 Aubry Anne Turner
	 Gilbert Jim Tyson, Jr.
	 Jennifer Elizabeth Vojvoda
	 Hannah Walczak
*	Lawrence James Walls
	 Nicholas Peter Welgat
	 Anissa Yvonne Wilson
	 Dylan Scott Wirebaugh

	P hysical Education K-12
	 Dr. Renee L. Polubinsky, Chair

	 Department Scholar 
	 Diana DeFelice-Pirro

	 Summa Cum Laude
	 Diana DeFelice-Pirro

	 Magna Cum Laude
	 Keith Andrew Helling
	 ___
	 Caleb M. Cook
	 Alex M. Rodriguez

*	Honors Scholar



34

*	Honors Scholar

Bachelor of Science (continued)

	P ublic Health
	 Dr. Lorette S. Oden, Chair

	 Winta Samuel Hagos
	 Drake Stierman

	R ecreation, Park and  
	T ourism Administration
	 Dr. Michael D. Lukkarinen,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Department Scholar 
	 Alicia Marie Dierikx

	 Magna Cum Laude
	 McKenzie Cullen-Rockwood

	 Cum Laude
	 Tomas E. Kuliavas
	 Emma Ngati

	 ___
	 Andrew Minhle Bierl
	 Lindsey Irene Bohl
	 Kristel Dawn Bowden
	 Fisher B. Boyle
	 Cierrae O’Shae Caver
	 Madeline Collins
	 Ta’Kayza T. Crowder
	 Nina Marie DeAngelis
	 Alicia Marie Dierikx
	 Austin H. Emanuel
	 Julia Elizabeth Fetty
	 Johnathan Henry Fleek
	 Asjah S. Flint
	 Carlee N. Fosco
	 Edith R. Garcia
	 Tia R. Gonia
	 Grant Grzadziel

	 Faith R. Henrichs
	 Rogelio Hernandez, Jr.
	 Hannah Johnson
	 Amy Melissa Johnston
	 Samantha Marie Levickis
	 Mary C. OBrien
	 Jessica Inez Ramirez
	 Emily Ruth Ramsey
	 Dennis Reedy
	 Robert Schnoes
	 Olivia Schulte
	 Kara Rae Schutters
	 Megan Kathryn Shaver
*	Gabriel Evan Thompson
	 Katlyn Marie Tomasetti
	 Katelyn Alexis Whitcomb

Bachelor of Science in Education

	 Elementary Education
	 Dr. Eric C. Sheffield, Director

	 Department Scholar 
	 Payton Ranae Reed

	 Summa Cum Laude
	 Payton Ranae Reed

	 Magna Cum Laude
	 Bailey Sue Nelson

	 Cum Laude
	 Amber Lynn Hope Autrey
	 Abbey Wave Schaeffer
	 ___
	 Amanda Betty Bailey
	 Matthew Loren Claude

	 Benjamin Nicholas Corlett
	 Jessica L. Genzmer
	 Ashley Nicole Meenen
	 Taylor Thompson
	 Emily C. Thorngren
	 Sydney Page Vincent

	M iddle Level Education
	 Dr. Eric C. Sheffield, Director

	 Department Scholar 
	 Alejandro Rangel, Jr.
	 ___
	 Jesus Aguirre
	 Peyton Porter
	 Alejandro Rangel, Jr.

	 Jessalyn K. Sanchez
	 Paige Colleen Wexell

	S pecial Education
	 Dr. Eric C. Sheffield, Director

	 Department Scholar 
	 Abbie J. Heitz

	 Summa Cum Laude
	 Abbie J. Heitz
	 Ashley L. Wetherill
	 ___
	 Kassidy R. Reever
	 Savanna C. Teves
	 Laura Renee Winkelmann

Bachelor of Social Work

	S ocial Work
	 Dr. Lorette S. Oden, Chair

	 Department Scholar 
	 Payton Marie Abbott

	 Summa Cum Laude
	 Payton Marie Abbott
	 ___

	 Elizabeth Aguilar
	 Ashley A. Comstock
	 Jacquilyn Rae Frausto
	 Kalli Danielle Fuller
	 Teyaira D. Hall
	 Clarissa Hernandez
	 Yoana Villegas-Ruiz
	 Samone Denise Wallace
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*	Honors Scholar

College of Fine Arts and Communication 
Bachelor of Arts

	A rt
	 Ms. Kathleen M. Myers, Chair

	 Department Scholar 
	 Victoria Ann Harmon

	 Cum Laude
	 Victoria Ann Harmon
	 ___
	 Andria Andrade
	 Brooke Elishia Barnes
	 Andrea M. Gordon
	 Austin C. Kirchner
	 Dylan Robert Montooth
	 Hannah Rupert
	 Afolarin Sanni

	B roadcasting
	 Dr. Sharon A. Evans,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Department Scholar
	 John Michael Ott

	 Magna Cum Laude
	 John Michael Ott
*	Emily Nicole Stieren
	 ___
	 Montellomarr Carlton, Jr.
	 Michael Todd Dion

	 Conal Brendan Duffy, Jr.
	 Adam Lloyd Filipiak
	 KayLee Nicole Lambert
	 Jalen H. Reeves
	 Cameron James Steele
	 Evan Williamson
	 David Anthony Young

	C ommunication
	 Dr. Peter F. Jorgensen, Chair

	 Department Scholar
	 Lindsey E. Bideaux

	 Magna Cum Laude
	 Lindsey E. Bideaux

	 Cum Laude
	 Kaitlyn M. Stewart
	 ___
	 Devon Shamier Blackmon
	 Brandon Michael Clark
	 John Duggan III
	 Essence Lamara Elms
	 Isaiah A. Ferguson
	 Nia Freeman
	 Jackson Edward Garms
	 Samantha J. Jones
	 Michelle Lacefield
	 Armiyah L. Leatherwood

	 Bianca Sloan Miceli
	 Brittany Earlene Nevels
	 Maxwell David Norris
	 Allison Ruth Pepich
	 Alexis Price
	 Monique A.T. Robinson
	 Edward Jerome Thompson
	 Sydney Brianna Young

	 Journalism
	 Dr. Sharon A. Evans,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Jordon A. Harrell

	T heatre
	 Ms. Tammy L. Killian, Chair

	 Department Scholar 
*	Kathleen Rose Hougland

	 Magna Cum Laude
*	Kathleen Rose Hougland
	 ___
	 Rebecca Anne Albrecht
	 Christopher Holling
	 Kaelin Nicole Lopriore
	 Bryce Robertson
	 Keyshawn Brian Steele

Bachelor of Fine Arts

	M usical Theatre
	 Ms. Tammy L. Killian, Chair

	 Department Scholar 
	 Paige Woods 

	 Magna Cum Laude
	 Paige Woods
	 ___
	 Logan David Edris

Bachelor of Music

	M usic
	 Dr. Jeffrey Brown,  
	 Interim Director

	 Department Scholar 
*	Sara Anne Devine

	 Summa Cum Laude
*	Sara Anne Devine
	 Allison Hawbaker
	 Alexandria C. Hulen
*	Heather E. Johnson
	 Emma Darlaine Kovachevich
*	Kelsey Anne Pudlas

	 Magna Cum Laude
*	Crystal M. Brooke
*	Yenna Cho
*	Rebekah LaRhaine Eden
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*	Honors Scholar

Bachelor of Music (continued)
	 Cum Laude
*	Rachel Cheng
	 Mara Naomi McClintock
	 Egan J. Roberts
	 ___

	 Markius Anthony
	 Marrisha Niyeá 

Devereueawax
	 Cory Ellis
	 Calaura Kaylyn Hockings

	 Melliza Orillano Malabanan
*	Claire Elizabeth Ryterski
	 Rebecca Tarrant
	 Peter Yore

Bachelor of Science

	S peech Pathology  
	 and Audiology
	 Dr. Amanda B. Silberer, Chair

	 Department Scholar 
	 Donna Jeanne Breedlove

	 Magna Cum Laude
	 Donna Jeanne Breedlove

	 Cum Laude
	 Julia Ellen Curless
	 ___
	 Rayna A. Little

General Studies Degree Program 
Bachelor of Arts

	G eneral Studies
	 Dr. Jeffrey W. Hancks, Director

	 Department Scholar 
	 Troy E. Rhoads

	 Summa Cum Laude
	 Troy E. Rhoads
	 ___
	 Faisal Fayez Al-Mutairi
	 Jeffrey K. Althoff
	 Carl Thomas Anderson
	 Katie Lynn Anderson
	 Key’Vonta R. Anderson
	 Heidi Rose Arnold
	 Mariah Bailey
	 Jenica Beth Ball
	 Katherine Dee Ball
	 Sarah Kay Bates
	 Mya A. Blue
	 Karim Wafik Boukari
	 John Brunner
	 Kimberly Marie Burwell
	 Mark W. Bushnell
	 Clarissa R. Bynum
	 Cassie M. Clark
	 Jasmine L. Coleman
	 Darrell Collins
	 Andrew S. De Haven
	 A’Shyah D. Dunn

	 Justus Gaige Elston
	 Laura L. Erickson
	 Cara Dawn Erude
	 Brandy August Fisher
	 Katherine G. Friedrich
	 Koffi A. Gbenyo
	 Temara Hamilton
	 Joseph Hanlin
	 Brittany Havrilla
	 Megan M. Higgins
	 Destany Catherine Hill
	 Jada Hill
	 Chazz Jackson
	 Kila Johnson
	 Tamatha Marie Johnson
	 Wesley Julien
	 Kathleen Kennedy
	 Michael Allan Levis
	 Sidney Kay Lilienthal
	 Gail Little
	 Michael Joseph Little
	 Lacale London
	 Zachary Lucas
	 Eric Mack
	 Jordan Mance
	 Brianna Michelle Marple
	 Nichole Barnes Marshall
	 Stan Martin
	 Lindsey L. May

	 Michalina Mierzeniewska
	 Nicole Miller
	 Kevin J. Moore, Jr.
	 Jenna Lea Nelson
	 Austin Paul Orr
	 David Richard Payne
	 Tia Marie Payne
	 Sidney Marie Pence
	 Michael Perillo
	 Melissa Hatchett Pleasant
	 Sherri D. Rhoades
	 Demetri Royer
	 Dustin Earl Rynders
	 Michael E. Salas
	 Sherin Saleh
	 Jennifer Rosemary Samelak
	 James William Scott
	 Autumn Shields-McGuire
	 Marsha L. Smallwood
	 Claire F. Smeltzer
	 Kashona Tonya’e Smith
	 Tamika Summerhill
	 Leah Tatro
	 Brandon Thompson
*	Nichole Trias
	 Kelly Elizabeth Stirling 

Ulrich
	 Marcus James Wages
	 Jacob Paul Walch
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Bachelor of Arts (continued)
	 Stephen Wallace
	 Courtney M. Weaver

	 Ashaé Wheeler
	 Janie Windmiller-Taylor

	 Shawna K. Witt
	 Katelyn N. Zelnio

Interdisciplinary Studies Program 
Bachelor of Arts

	I nterdisciplinary  
	S tudies
	 Dr. Jeffrey W. Hancks, Director

	 Kenya Berkley
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History of Western

On April 24,1899, a bill to establish Western Illinois University (then called Western Illinois 
State Normal School) was passed by the state legislature. Macomb was selected in 1900 
as the location for the new normal school in west central Illinois, and on Tuesday, Sept. 
23, 1902, Western Illinois State Normal School opened its doors for the first official day of 
classes on the new campus.

In 1921, the General Assembly changed the name of Western Illinois State Normal School 
to Western Illinois State Teachers College, and in 1947, the school was renamed Western 
Illinois State College. Ten years later, the school became Western Illinois University. 
Illinois Gov. William G. Stratton approved the change July 5, 1957, and Western began its 
transformation into a university. 

Today, Western offers numerous undergraduate and graduate degree programs, as well 
as two doctoral programs and several post-baccalaureate certificate programs, and is 
comprised of the main campus in Macomb, IL, and an urban campus in Moline, IL.
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“Western Loyalty”
(Western Illinois University Alma Mater)

Western students come together, Learning life’s new way to pave. 
Paths before us, ever striving, Purple, gold, our color’s brave. 

We all hold the keys within us. With new knowledge we will grow. 
Stronger in our bond unyielding, Truer to the world we know.

Chorus:  
Hail to Western, Alma Mater, May we honor thy fair name. 
Hail to Western, ever greater, on to conquest and to fame.
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